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ROMAN EMPIRE. 

C H A P. XXIL 

Julian is declared Emperor by the Legions of Gaul. ^-^ 
His March and Succefs.. — The Death of Conjtan^ 
tius. — Civil Adminijiration of Julian. . 

W HILE the Romans languished under the chap- 
ignominious tyranny of eunuchs and bishops, the Thcjca- 
praifes of Julian were repeated with tranfpoft in loufyof 
every part of the empire , except in the palace of [i^ ll^xnik 
Conftantius. The Barbarians of Germany had felt , Julian, 
and ftill dreaded ^ the arms of the young Csefar; 
his foldiers were the companions of his victory; 
the grateful provincials enjoyed the bleffings of 
his reign; but the favourites, who had oppofed 
his elevation, were offended by his virtues; and 
they juftly confidered the friend of the people 
Vol. IV. A 
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i THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, as the enemy of the court. As long as the fame 
xxii. of Julian was doubtful , the buflfoons of the 
palace, who were skilled in the language of fa- 
tire , tried the efficacy of thofe arts which they 
had fo often practifed with fuccefs. They eafily 
difcovered, that his fimplicity was not exempt^ 
from affectation : the ridiculous epithets of an 
hairy lavage, of an ape inverted with the purple, 
were applied to the drefs and perfon of the phi- 
lofophic warrior; and his modeft difpatches were 
ftlgmatized as the vain and elaborate fictions of 
a loquacious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who 
had ftudicd the art of war amidft the groves of 
the academy *. The voice of malicious folly 
was at len^h filenced by the shouts of victory ; 
the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 
no longer be painted as an object of contempt; 
and the monarch himfelf was meanly ambitious 
of dealing from his lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his labours. In the letters crowned 
with laurel , which , according to ancient cuftom , 
were addrefifed to the provinces, the name of 
, Julian was omitted. " Conftantius had made 
,3 his difpofitions in perfon ; he had fignalized 
33 his valour in the foremoft ranks ; his military 
33 conduct had fecured the victory ; and the 
33 captive king of the Barbarians was prefented 
,3 to him on the field of battle, '* from which he 
was at that time diftant above forty days journey *• 
So extravagant a fable wa§ incapable, however, 
of deceiving the public credulity , or even of 
fatisfying the pride of the emperor himfelf. Secretly 
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^ OF* THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

confcious that the applaufe and favour of the c h a p* 
Romans accompanied the rifing fortunes of Julian , ^^"• 
his difcontented mind was prepared to receive 
the fubtlc poifon of thofc artful fycophants , whp 
coloured their mifqhievous defigns with the faireft 
appearances of truth and candour '. Inftead of 
depreciating the merits of Julian, they acknow- 
ledged, and even exaggerated, his popular fame, 
fuperior talents, and important fervices. But they 
darkly infinuated , that the virtues of the Csefar 
might inftantly be converted into the moft 
dangerous crimes ; if the inconftant multitude 
should prefer their inclinations to their duty ; 
or if the general of a victorious army should 
be tempted from his allegiance by the hopes of 
revenge , and independent greatnefs. The per- Fears And 
fonal fears of Conftantius were interpreted by his ^^JJ^^f^ 
council as a laudable? anxiety for the public tiui* 
fafety ; whilft in private, and perhaps in his 
own bread, he difguifed , under the lefs odious 
appellation of fear, the fentiments of hatred and 
envy , yrhich he had fecretly conceived for the 
inimitable Virtues of Julian. 

The apparent tranquillity of Gatil , and the the t«j« 
imminent danger of the eaftern provinces , offered 5**"^ ^ 
a ipccious pretence tor the dengn which was art- ordered w 
fully concerted by the Imperial minifters. They march into 
refolved to difarm the C^efar ; to recall thofe a. D.j^d, 
faithful troops* who guarded his pcrfon and dig- ^p"J' 
nity; and to employ in a diftant war againft the 
Perfian monarch , the hardy veterans who had 
vanqijished ,^ on the banks of the Rhine , the 

A 3 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, fierccft nations of Germany. While Julian ufed 
*^''* the laborious hours of his winter - quarters at 
Paris in the adminiftration of power , which , in 
his hands , was the excrcife of virtue , he was 
furprifed by the hafty arrival of a tribune and a 
. notary; with pofitive orders from the emperor, 
which they were directed to execute , and he was 
commanded not to oppofe. Conftantius fignified 
.his pleafure, that four entire legions, the Celt^e, 
and Petulants, the Heruli , and the Batavians , 
should be feparated from the ftandard of Julian, 
under which they had acquired their fame and 
difcipline ; that in each of the remaining bands, 
three hundred of the braveft youths should be 
felected ; and that this numerous detachment , 
the ftrength of the Gallic army , should inftantly 
begin their march, and exert their utmoft dili- 
gence to arrive, before the opening of the cam- 
paign , on the frontiers of Perfia \ The C?efar 
forefaw, and lamented, the confequences of this 
fatal mandate. Moft of the. auxiliaries , who 
engaged their voluntary fervice, had ftipulated, 
that they should never be obliged to pafs the 
Alps. The public faith of Rome, and the per- 
fonal honour of Julian , had been pledged for 
the obfervance of this condition. Such an act 
of treachery and oppreffion would deftroy the 
confidence , and excite the refentment , of the 
independent warriors of Germany , who confidercd 
truth as the nobleft of their virtues , and freedom 
as the moft valuable of their poffeflions. The 
legionaries, who enjoyed the title and privileges 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 

of Romans , were enlifted for the general de- chap. 
fence of the republi^ ; but thofe mercenary ^^^^* 
troops heard with cold indifference the anti-» 
quated names of the republic and of Rome. 
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to 
the climate and manners of Gaul, they loved 
and admired Julian ; they defpifed , and perhaps 
hated, the emperor; they dreaded the laborious 
inarch , the Perfian arrows , and the burning de- 
ferts of Afia. They claimed , as their own , the 
country which they had faved; and excufed their 
want of* fpirit , by pleading the facred and more 
immediate duty of protecting their families and 
friends. The apprehenfions of the Gauls were 
derived from the knowledge of the impending 
and inevitable danger. As foon as the provinces 
were exhaufted of their military ftrength , the 
Germans would violate a treaty which had been 
impofed on their fears; and notwithflanding the 
abilities and valour of Julian, the general oi a 
nominal army, to whom the public calamities 
would be imputed, muft find himfelf, after a 
vain refiftance, either a prifoner in the camp of 
the Barbarians, or a criminal in the palace of 
Conftantius. If Julian complied with the orders 
which he .had received, he fubfcribed his own 
deftruction , and that of a people who deferved 
his affection. But a pofitive refufal was an act 
of rebellion , and a declaration of war. The in. 
exorable jealoufy of the emperor, the peremp- 
tory, and perhaps infidious, nati^re of his com. 
mands, left not any room for a fair apology » 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, or candid interpretation; and the dependent 
xxu, ftation of the ^Caefar fcarcely allowed him to 
paufe or to deliberate. Solitude encreafed the 
perplexity of Julian; he could no longer apply 
to the faithful counfels of Salluft, who had been 
removed from his office by the judicious malice 
of the eunuchs: he could not even enforce his 
reprefentations by the concurrence of the mi- 
nifters, who would have been afraid, or ashamed, 
to approve the ruin of G^ul. The moment had 
been chofen , when Lupicinus ' , the general of 
the cavaliy, was difpatched into Britain, to re- 
pulfe the inroads of the Scots and Picts; and 
Florentius was occupied at Vienna by the affeff- 
ment of the tribute. The latter, a crafty and 
corrupt ftatefman , declining to aflume a refpon- 
fible part on this dangerous occafion , eluded the 
preffing and repeated invitations of Julian, who 
reprefented to bim, that in every important mea- 
fure', the prefence of the praefect was indifpen- 
fable in the council of the prince. In the mean 
while the Caefaic was oppreffed by the rude and 
importunate folicitations of the Imperial meffen- 
gers , who prefumed to fuggeft , that if he ex- 
pected the return of his minifters, he would 
charge hlmfelf with the guilt of the delay, and 
referve for them the merit of the execution. 
Unable to refift , unwilling to comply , Julian 
cxpreffed , in the moft ferious terms , his wish , 
and even his intention , of refigning the purple , 
which he could not preferve with honour, but 
%yhich he could not abdicate with fafety. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7 

After a painful conflict, Julian was compelled chap. 
to acknowledee, that obedience was the virtue ^.^"* 

ri n-ri_- ii i r Their diC 

of the moll emment lubject , and that the love- contents. 
reign alone was entitled to judge of the public 
welfare. He iffued the necefifary orders for car- 
rying into execution the commands of Conftan- 
tiu^ ; a part of the troops began their march for 
the Alps; and the detachments from the feveral 
garrifons moved towards their refpective places 
of affembly. They advanced with difficulty 
through the trembling and affrighted crowds of 
provincials; who attempted to excite their 'pity 
by filent defpair , or loud lamentations ; while 
the wives of the foldiers, holding their infants 
in their arms, accufed the defertion of their huf- 
bands in the mixed language of grief, of ten- 
dernefs , and of indignation. This fcene of ge- 
neral diftrefs afflicted the humanity of the Csefar; 
he granted a fufficient number of poft- waggons 
to tranfport the wives and families of the fol- 
diers * , endeavoured to alleviate the hardships 
which he was conftrained to inflict , and en- 
creafed , by the moft laudable arts , his own po- 
pularity, and the difcontent of the exiled troops. 
The grief of an armed multitude is foon con- 
verted into rage; their licentious murmurs, 
which every hour were communicated from tent 
to tent with more boldnefs and effect, prepared 
their minds for the moft daring acts of fedition ; 
and Sy the connivance of their tribunes , a fea- 
fonable libel was fecretly difperfed , which paint- 
ed in lively colours, the difgrace of the Caefar, the 

A4 
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8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP* oppreffion of the Gallic army, and the feeble vices 
XXII. q{ the tyraTnt of Afia. The fervants of Conftan- 
tios were aftonished and alarmed by the progrefs 
of this dangerous fpirit. They preffed the Caefar 
to haften the departure of the troops ; but they 
imprudently rejected the honeft and judicious 
advice of Julian ; who propofed that they should 
not march through Paris and fuggefted the danger 
and temptation of a laft interview. 
Thcypro* As foon as the approach of the troops was 
L^n'empc"- ^nnounced , the Caefar went out to meet them , 
tor. and afcended his tribunal , which had been 

erected in a plain before the gates of the city. 
After diftlnguishing the officers and foldiers , 
who by their rank or merit deferved a peculiar 
attention , Julian addrefled himfelf in a ftudied 
oration to the furrounding multitude : he cele- 
brated their exploits with grateful applaufe ; 'en- 
couraged them to accept, with alacrity, the 
honour of ferving under the eyes of a powerful 
and liberal monarch; and admonished them, 
that the commands of Auguftus required an in- 
ftant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, who 
were apprehenfive of offending their general by 
an indecent clamour, or of belying their fenti- 
ments by falfe and venal acclamations, main- 
tained an obftinate filence ; and , after a short 
paufe , were difmifled to their quarters. The 
principal officers were entertained by the Cxfar, 
who profefTcd , in the warmeft language of friend- 
^ip , his defire and his inability to reward , ac- 
cording to their deferts , the brave companions 
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of his victories. They retired from the feaft , chap. 
full of grief and perplexity; and lamented the ^^^* 
hardship of their fate, which tore Ihem from 
their beloved general and their native country. 
The only expedient which could prevent their 
reparation was boldly agitated and approved; 
the popular refentment was infenfibly moulded 
into a regular confpiracy ; their juft reafons of 
complaint were heightened by paflion , and their 
pafEons were inflamed by wine; as on the eve 
of their departure , the troops were indulged in 
licentious feftivity. At the hour of midnight » 
the impetuous multitude , with fwords , and 
bowls, and torches, in their hands, rushed into 
the fuburbs , encompafled the palace ' ; and , 
carelefs of future dangers , pronounced the fatal 
and irrevocable words, Julian Augustus! The 
prince , whofe anxious fufpence was interrupted • 
by their diforderly acclamations, fecured the 
doors againft their intrufion; and, as long as it 
was in his power, fecluded his perfon and dignity 
from the accidents of a nocturnal tumult. At 
the dawn of day , the foldiers , whofe zeal was 
irritated by oppofition, forcibly entered the pa- 
lace , feized , with refpectful ' violence , the object 
of their choice, guarded Julian with drawn 
fwords through the ftreets of Paris , placed him 
on the tribunal , and with repeated shouts fa- 
luted him as their emperor. Prudence , as well 
as loyalty, inculcated the propriety of refitting 
their treafonable defigns; and of preparing for 
his opprelTed virtue , the excufe of violence. 
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CHAP. Addrefling himfelf by turns to the multitude and 
^xii. to individuals, he fometimes implored their 
mercy, and fometimes expreffed his indignation ; 
conjured them not to fully the fame of their im- 
mortal victories ; and ventured to promife , that 
if thfey would immediately return to their alle- 
giance, he would undertake to obtain from the 
emperor , not only a free and gracious pardon , 
but even the revocation of the orders which had 
excited their refentment. But the foldiers , who 
were confcious of their guilt, chofe rather to 
depend on the gratitude of Julian , than on the 
clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in- 
fenfibly turned into impatience , and their im- 
patience into rage. The inflexible Csefar fuf- 
tained till the third hour of the day, their 
prayers, their reproaches, and their menaces; 
nor did he yield, till he had been repeatedly 
afTured , that if he wished to live , he muft con- 
lent to reign. He was exalted on a shield in the 
prefence , and amidfl the unanimous acclama- 
tions , of the troops ; ^ a rich military collar , 
which was offered by chance, fupplied the want 
of a diadem * ; the ceremony was concluded by 
the promife of a moderate donative '; and the 
new emperor , overwhelmed with real or affected 
grief, retired into the moft fecret receffes of his 
apartment ". 
His pro* Xhe grief of Julian could proceed only from 
ofinno- "'^ innocence; but his innocence muft appear 
cence. extremely doubtful " in the eyes of thofe who 
have learned to fufpect the motives and the pro- 
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feflions of princes. His lively and active mind chap. 
was fufceptible of the various impreflions of hope **^' 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition , of the love of fame and of the fear 
of reproach. But it is impollible for us to cal* 
culate the refpective weight and operation of 
thefe fentiments ; or to afcertain the principles 
of action , which might efcape the obfervation , 
while they guided , or rather impelled , the fteps 
of Julian himfelf. The difcontent of the troops 
was produced by the malice of his enemies; 
their tumult was the natural effect of intereft 
and of paflion ; and if Julian had tried to con- 
ceal a deep defign under the appearances of 
chance, he muft have employed the moft con- 
fummate artifice without neceffity , and pi:obably 
without fuccefs. He folemnly declares , in the 
prefence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of lyiars, of 
Minerva , and of all the other deities , that , till 
the clofe of the evening which preceded his ele- 
vation, he was utterly ignorant of the defigns of 
the foldiers "; and it may feem ungenerous to 
diftruft the honour of a hero , and the truth of 
a philofopher. Yet the fuperftitious confidence 
that Conftantius was the enemy, and that he 
himfelf was the favourite , of the gods , might 
prompt him to defire, to folicit, and even to 
haften the aufpicious moment of his reign, which 
was predeflined to reftore the ancient religion of 
mankind. When Julian had received the intel- 
ligence of the confpiracy, he refigned himfelf to 
a short slumber; and afterwards related to his 
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CHAP, friends, that he had feen the Genius of the enoi- 
XXII. pjjg -waiting with fome impatience at his door , 
preffing for admittance , and reproaching his 
want of fpirit and ambition ". Aftonished and 
perplexed, he addreffed his prayers to the great 
Jupiterv; who immediately fignified, by a clear 
and manifefl; omen, that he. should fubmit to the 
will of heaven and of the army. The conduct 
which difclaims the ordinary maxims of reafon , 
excites our fufpicion and eludes our enquiry. 
Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at once fo 
credulous and fo crafty , has infinuated itfelf into 
a noble mind , it infenfibly corrodes the vital 
principles of virtue and veracity. 
His cm- 'Yo moderate the zeal of his party, to protect the 
conftan- perfous of his enemies '*, to defeat and to defpifc 
tius. the fecret enterprifes which were formed againft his 

life and dignity, were the cares which employed 
the firft days of the reign of the new Emperor. 
Although he was firmly refolved to maintain the- 
ftation * which he had affumed, he was ftill de- 
firous of faving his country from the calamities 
■ of civil war , of declining a conteft with the fu- 
perior forces of Conftan tius , and of preferving 
his own character from the reproach of perfidy 
and ingratitude. Adorned with the enfigns of 
military and Imperial pomp, Julian shewed him- 
felf in the field of Mars to the foldiers, who 
^ glowed with ardent enthufiafm in the caufe of 

their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He 
recapitulated their victories , lamented their fuf- 
ferings , applauded their refolutibn , animated 
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their hopes, and checked their impetuofity; nor chap. 
did he difmifs the affembly, till he had obtained ^^^ 
a folemn promife from the troops , that if the 
emperor of the Eaft would fubfcribe an equitable 
treaty, they would renounce any views of con- 
queft, and fatisfy themfelves with the tranquil 
poffeflion of the Gallic provinces. On this foun* 
dation he compof^d, in his own name, and in 
that of the army , a fpecious and moderate 
epiftle *^, which was delivered to Pentadius, his 
mafter of the offices, and to his chamberlain 
Eutherius; two ambalTadors whom he appointed 
to receive the anfwer , and obferve the difpoft- 
tions of Conftantius. This epiftle is infcribed 
with the modeft appellation of Caefar ; but Ju- 
lian folicits in a peremptory, though refpectful 
manner , the confirmation of the title of Au- 
guftus. He acknowledges the irregularity of his 
own election, while he juflufies, in fome meafure, 
the refentment apd violence of the troops which / 
had extorted his reluctant confent. He allows 
the fupremacy of his brother Conftantius; and 
engages to fend him an annual prefent of Spanish 
horfes , to recruit his army with a felect number 
of Barbarian youths, and to accept from his 
choice a Praetorian prefect of approved difcre- 
tion and fidelity. But he referves for himfelf 
the nomination of !his other civil and military 
officers , with the troops , the revenue , and the 
fovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. 
He admonishes the emperor to conjTult the die* 
tates of juftice; to diftruft the aru of thofe venal 
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CHAP, flatterers, who fubfift only by the difcord of 
xxu. princes; and to embrace the offer of a fair and 
honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the 
republic , and to the houfe of Conftantine. In 
this negociation Julian clainoed no more than he 
already poffeffcd. The delegated authority which 
he had long exerci fed over the provinces of Gaul, 
Spain, and Britain , was ftiH obeyed under a 
name more independent and auguft. The foU 
diers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 
which was not ftained-even with the blood of 
the guilty. Florentius was a fugitive; Lupici- 
nus a priforter. The perfons who were difaffected 
to the new government were difarmed and fc- 
curied; and the vacant offices were diftributed* 
according to the recommendation of merit, by a 
prince, who defpifed the intrigues of the palace « 
and the clamours of the foldiers '*♦ 

The negociations of peace were accompanied 
and fupported by the moft vigorous preparations 
for war. The army, which Julian held in rea- 
dinefs for immediate action , was recruited and 
A. D. *35o» augmented by the diforders of the times. The 
5^^- cruel perfecution of the faction of Magnentius 

had filled Gaul with numerous bands of outlaws 
and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the offer 
of a general pardon from a prince whom jthey 
could truft, fubmitted to the reftraints of mili- 
tary difcipline, and retained only their impla- 
cable hatred to the perfon and government of 
Conftantius '^ As foon as the feafon of the 
year permitted Julian to take the field, he 
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appeared at the head of his legions; threw a bridge chap. 
over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Cleves ; ^^^'• 
and prepared to chaftife the perfidy of the At- 
tuarii, a tribe of Franks-, who prefumed that 
they might ravage, with in}punity, the frontiers 
of- a divided empire. The difficulty , as well as 
glory, of this enterprize, confifted in a laborious 
march ; and Julian had conquered , as foon as 
he could penetrate into a country, which former 
princes had confidered as inacceffible. After he 
had given peace to the Barbarians, the emperor 
carefully vifited the fortifications along the Rhine 
from Cleves to Bafil ; furveyed, with peculiar 
attention , the territories which he had recovered 
from the hands of the Alemanni, paffed through 
Befantjon '* , which had feverely fufFered from 
their fury, and fixed bis head -quarters at Vienna 
for the enfuing winter. The barrier of Gaul 
was improved and ftrengthened with additional 
fortifications; and Julian entertained fome hopes, 
that the Germans, whom he had fo often van- 
quished , might , in his abfence , be reftrained , 
by the terror of his name. Vadomair "was the 
only prince of the Alemanni , whom he efteemed 
or feared ; and while the fubtle Barbarian affected 
to obferve the faith of treaties, the progrefs of 
his arms threatened the ftate with an unfeafon- 
able and dangerous war. The policy of Julian 
condefcended to furprife th^ prince of the Ale^ 
manni by his own arts; and Vadomair, who, in 
the character of a friend , had incautiously ac- 
cepted an invitation from the Roman governors , 
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CHAP, was feized in the midft of the entertainment , 
^^^^* and fent away prifoner into the heart of Spain. 
Before the Barbarians were recovered from their 
amazement, the emperor appeared in arms on 
the banks of the Rhine , and , once more croffing 
^ the river, renewed the deep impreflfions of terror 
and refpect which had been already made by four 
preceding expeditions **. 
Fruitiefs The ambaffadors of Julian had been inftructed 
dedwa^tion to execute , with the utrooft diligence, their im- 
ofwar, portant commiflion. But, in their paffage through 
A. D. $«i. Italy and lUyricum , they were detained by the 
tedious and affected delays of the provincial go- 
vernors; they were conducted by slow journies 
from Conftantinople to Caefarea in Cappadocia; 
and when at length they were admitted to the 
prefence of Conftantius, they found that he had 
already conceived, from the difpatches of his 
own officers, the moft unfavourable opinion of 
the conduct of Julian , and of the Gallic army. 
The letters were heard with impatience; the 
trembling meffengers were difmiffed with indig- 
nation and contempt ; and the looks , the gef- 
tures, the furious language of the monarch, ex- 
preffed the diforder of his foul. The domeftic 
connection , which might have reconciled the 
brother and the husband of Helena , was recently 
diffolved by the death of that princefs , whofe 
pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and 
was at laft fatal to herfelf ". The emprefs Eu- 
febia had preferVed to the laft moment of her 
life the warm, and even jealous, affection which 

she 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, if 

she had conceived for Julian; and her mild im chap. 
fluence might have moderated the refentment of ^^^^* 
a prince , who , filice her death , was abandoned 
to his own paffions , and to the arts of his eu* 
nuchs. But the terror of a foreign invafioa 
obliged him to fufpend the punishment of a pri- 
vate enemy; he continued his march towards the 
confines of Perfia, and thought it fufficient to' 
fignify the conditions which might entitle Julian 
and his guilty followers to the clemency of theit 
offended fovereign. He required , that the pre- 
fumptubus Caefar should exprefsly renounce the 
appellation and rank of Auguftus, which he had 
accepted from the rebels; that he should defcend 
to his former ftation of a limited and dependent 
minifter; that he should veft the powers of the 
ftate and army in the hands of thofe officers who 
were appointed by the Imperial court; and that 
he should truft his fafety to the affurances of . 
pardon, which were announced by Epictetus, a 
Gallic bishop, and one of the Arian favourites 
of Conftantius. Several months were ineffec- 
tually corffumed in a treaty which was ncgociated 
at the diftance of three thoufand miles between 
Paris and Antioch; and, as foon as Julian per- 
ceived that his moderate and refpectful behaviour 
ferved only to irritate the pride oJF an implacable 
adverfary , he boldly refolved to cdmmit his life 
and fortune to the chance of a civil vf^afi He 
gave a public and military audience td the 
quseftor Leonas : the haughty epiftle of Conflan^ 
tius Was read to the attentive multitude; and 
Vol. IV. B 
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• HAP. Julian protefted, with the moft flattering defe- 
XXII. rence , that he was ready to refign the title of 
Auguftus , if he could obtain the eonfcnt of thofe 
whom he acknowledged as the .authors of his 
elevation* The faint propofal was impetuously 
filenced; and the acclamations of " Julian Au- 
5, guftus, continue to reign, by the authority of 
35 the army , of the people , of the republic , 
53 which you have faved, " thundered at once 
Jfrom every part of the field, and terrified the 
pale ambaflador of Conftantius. A part of the 
letter was afterwards read, in which the emperor 
arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 
had inverted with the honours of the purple $ 
whom he had educated with fo much care and 
tendernefs ; whom he had preferved in his in- 
fancy, when he was left a helplefs orphan; " an 
55 orphan ! " interrupted Julian , who juftified his 
caufe by indulging his paffions : " Does the af- 
55 faffin of my family reproach me that I was 
„ left an orphan ? He urges rac to revenge 
5, thofe injuries , which I have long ftudied to 
55 forget. " The affembly was difmiffed ; and 
Leonas , who , with fome difficulty , had been 
protected from the popular fury , was fent back 
to his mafter, with an epiftle, in which Julian 
cxprefTed, in a, ftrain of the moft vehement elo- 
quence , the fentiments of contempt, of hatred, 
and of refcntment, which had been fupprefled 
and embittered by the diflimulation of twenty 
years. After this meffage , which might be con- 
fidered as a fignal of irreconcilable war, Julian, 
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who, foAie M'^eeks before, had celebrated the crtAP. 
Chriftian feftival of the Epiphany ** , made a ^^"* 
public declaration that he committed* the care of m 

his fafety to the IMIviortal gods; and thus pub- 
licly renounced the religion , as well as the friend- 
ship, of Conftantius *'* 

The fituation of Julian required a vigorous SuVunpti" 
and immediate refolution. He had difcovered , pares to 
from intercepted letters, that his adverfary , fa- potftan- 
crificing the intereft of the* ftate to that of the tius. 
monarch, had again excited, the Barbarians to 
invade the provinces of the Weft. The pofition 
of two magazines, one of them collected on the 
banks of the lake of Conftance , the other formed 
at the foot of the Cottian Alps, feemed to indi- 
cate the march of two armies ; and the fize of 
thofe magazines, each of which confifted of fix 
hundred thoufand quarters of wheat , or rather 
flour **, Was a threatening evidence of the ftrength 
and numbers of the enemy, who prepared to 
furround him. But the Imperial legions were 
flill in their diftant quarters of Afia ; the Da- 
nube was feebly guarded; and if Julian could 
occupy , by a fudden incurfion , the important 
provinces of Illyricum , he might expect that a 
people of foldiers vrould refort to his ftandard , 
and thaf the rich mines of gold and filver would 
contribute to the expences of the civil War. He 
propofed this bold enterprifc to the aflcjmbly of 
the foldiers; infpired them with a juft confidence 
in their general , and in themfelves ; and exhort* 
cd tbcm to maintain their reputation, of being 
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CHAP, terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow- 
^^^^' citizens, and obedient to their officers. His 

W fpirited difcourfc was received with the loudeft 

acclamations , and the fame troops which had 
taken up arms againft Conftantius, when he fum- 
moned them to leave Gaul , now declared with 
alacrity , that they would follow Julian to the 
fartheft extremities of Europe or Afia. The oath 
of fidelity was adminiftered ; and the foldiers , 
clashing their shields, and pointing their drawn 
fwords to their throats, devoted themfelves, with 
horrid imprecations , to the fervice of a leader 
whom they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul , 
and the conqueror of the Germans *^ This 
folemn engagement , which feemed to be dictated 
by aifection , rather than by duty , was fingly 
oppofed by Nebridius, who had been admitted 
to the office of Prsetorian pr^efect. That faith- 
ful minifter , alone and unaffiftcd , afferted the 
rights of Conftantius in the midft of an armed 
and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almoft 
fallen an honourable, but ufelefs, facrifice. After 
lofmg one of his hands by the ftroke of a fword, 
he embraced the knees of the prince whom he 
had offqnded. Julian covered the praefcct with 
his Imperial mantle , and protecting him from 
the zeal of his followers, difmiffed hini to his 
own houfe, with lefs refpect than was perhaps 
due to the virtue of an enemy **. The high 
office of Nebridius was beftowed on Salluft; and 
the provinces of GauK which were now delivered 
from the intolerable oppreiTion of taaces, enjoyed 
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the mild and equitable adminiftration of the friend ghap. 
of Julian, who was permitted to practife thofe ^"^^^• 
virtues which he had inftilled into the mind of 
his pupil *\ ^ 

The hopes of Julian depended much lefs on His march 
the number of his troops , than on the celerity of RhlTe huo 
his motions. In the execution of a daring en- iiiyricum. 
terprife , he availed himfelf of every precaution , 
as far as prudefice could fwggeft ; and where 
prudence could no longer accompany his fteps, 
he trufted the event to valour and to fortune. 
In the neighbourhood of Bafil he affembled at>d 
divided his army **. One body, which confifted 
of ten thoufand men, was directed, under the 
command 6i Nevitta , general of the cavalry , to 
advance through the midland parts of Rhsetia 
and Noricum. A fimilar divifion of troops, under 
the orders of Jovius and Jovinus , prepared ta 
follow the oblique courfe of the highways , 
through the Alps and the northern confines of 
Italy. The inftructions to the generals were 
^ conceived with energy and precifion : to liaften 
their march in clofc and compact columns, which, 
according to the difpofition of the ground, might 
readily be changed into any order of battle; to 
fecure themfelves againft the furprifes of the night 
by ftrong polls and vigilant guards; to prevent 
refiftance by their unexpected arrival ; to elude 
examination by their fudden departure ; to fpread 
the opinion of their ftrength , and the terror of 
his name ; and to join their fovereign under the 
walls of Sirmium. For himfelf, Julian had 
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CHAP, refervcd a more difficult and extraordinary part. 

3CXII. He fclectcd three thoufand brave and active 
volunteers , refolved , like their leader , to caft 
behind them every hope of a retreat.: at the head 
of this faithful band, he fearlefsly plunged into 
the receffes of the Marcian, or black foreft, which 
conceals the fources of the Danube * * ; and , for 
many days , the fate of Julian was unknown to 
the world. The ftcrecy of his march , his dili- 
gence, and vigour, furmounted every obftacle; 
he forced his way over mountains and moraffes , 
occupied the bridges or fwam the rivers , pur- 
fued his direct courfe '*, withqut reflecting whe- 
ther he traverfed the territory of the Romans or 
of the Barbarians , and at length emerged , be- 
tween* Ratisbon and Vienna, at the place where 
he defigned to embark his troops on the Danube. 
By a well - concerted ftratagem , he feized a fleet 
of light brigantines ", as it lay at anchor; fecured 
a fupply of coarfe provifions fufficient to fatisfy 
the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of a Gal- 
lic army ; and boldly committed himfelf to the 
ftream of the Danube. The labours of his ma- 
riners, who plied their oars with inceffant dili^ 
gence, and the fteady continuance of a favourable 
wind , carried his fleet above feven hundred miles 
in eleven days '* ; and he had already difembarked 
his troops at Bononia , only nineteen miles from 
Sirmium , before his enemies could receive any 
certain intelligence that he had left the banks of 
the Rhine. In the courfe of this long and rapid 
navigation , the mind of Julian was fixed on the 
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object of his enterprife; and though he accepted chap. 
the deputation of fome cities, which 'haftened to ^^^' 
claim the merit of an early fubmiflion , he paffed 
before the hoftile ftations , which were placed 
along the river, without indulging the temptation 
of fignalizing an ufelefs and ill- timed valour. 
The banks of the Danube were crowded on either 
fide with fpectators , who gazed on the military- 
pomp , anticipated the importance of the event > 
and diflfufed through the adjacent country the 
fame of a young hero , who advanced with more 
than mortal fpeed at the head of the innumerable 
forces of the Weft. Lucilian , who , with the 
rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the 
military powers of lUyricum, was alarmed and 
perplexed by the doubtful reportf, which he 
could neither reject nor bjlieve. He had taken 
fome slow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofc 
of collecting his troops; when he was furprifed 
by Dagalaiplius , an active officer, whom Juliaa, 
as foon as he landed at Bononia, had pushed 
forwards with fome light infantry. The captive 
general, uncertain of his life or death, was haftily 
thrown upon a horfe, and conducted to the pre- 
fence of Julian ; who kindly raifed him from the 
ground, land difpelled the terror and amazement 
which feemed to ftupify his faculties, But Lu- 
cilian had no fooner recovered his fpirits , than he 
betrayed bis want of difcretion , by prefuming 
to. admonish l^s conqueror, that he had rashly 
ventured , with a handful of men , to cxpofe his 
perfon in the midft of his enemies. " Referve 
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CHAP, )> for your roafter Conftantius thcfe timid rcmon- 
^^^^* ys ftrances, ^ replied Julian, with a fmile of con- 
tempt; " when I gave you my purple to kifs, 
35 I received you not as a counfellor, but as a 
33 fuppliant. " Confcious that fuccefs alone could 
juftify his attempt, and that boldnefs only could 
command fuccefs, be inftantly advanced, at the 
head of three thoufand foldiers, to attack the 
ftrongeft and mod populous city of the Illyrian 
provinces. As he entered the long fuburb of 
Sirmium, he was received by the joyful accla- 
mations of the army and people; who, crowned 
with flowers , and holding lighted tapers in their 
hands , conducted their acknowledged fovereign 
to his Imperial refidence. Two days were de- 
voted to the^ublic joy, which was celebrated by 
the games of the Cjrcus; but, early on the 
morning of the third day , Julian marched to 
occupy the narrow pafs of Succi, in the defiles of 
I\lount H?emus; which, almoft in the mid -way 
between Sirmium and Conilantinople , feparates 
the provinces of Thrace ^nd Dacia, by an abrupt 
defcent towards the former, and a gentle decli- 
vity on the fide of the latter ". The defence of 
this important pofl was entrufted to the brave 
^ Ncvitta; who, as well as the generals of the 
Italian djvifion, fuccefsfully executed the plan of 
the march and juactipn which their mafter had 
fo ably conceived '*. 

Hejiiftifies The homage which Julian obtjyned, from the 
fears or the inclination of the people, extended 
f^r beyond the immediate effect of his arms "- 
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The praeft'Cturcs of Italy and Illyricum were ad- chap. 
miniftered by Taurus and Florentius, who united - '^•^^'' 
that important office with the vain honours of the 
confulship ; and as thofe magiftrates had retired 
with precipitation to the court of Afia, Julian, 
who could not always reftrain the levity of his 
temper, ftigmatized their flight by adding, in all 
the Acts of the Year, the epithet of fucjitive to 
the names of the two confuls. The provinces 
which had been deferted by their firft magiftrates 
acknowledged the authority of an emperor, who, 
conciliating the qualities of a foldier with thofe 
of a philofopher , was equally admired in the 
camps of the Danube , and in the cities of Greece. 
From his palace, or, more properly, from his 
head -quarters of Sirmium and Naiffus, he diflri- 
buted to the principal cities of the empire , a 
laboured apology foj his own conduct ; published 
the fecret difpatches of Conftantius; and folicited 
the judgment of mankind between two compe- 
titors, the one of whom had expelled, and the 
other had invited , the Barbarians ". Julian , 
whofe mind was deeply wounded by the reproach 
of ingratitude , afpired to maintain, by argument 
as well as. by arms, the fuperior merits of his 
caufe; and to excel, not only in the arts of war, 
but in thofe of compofition. His epiftle to the 
fenate and people of Athens '' feems to have been 
dictated by an elegant enthufiafm; which prompted 
him to fubmit his actions and liis motives to the 
degenerate Athenians of his own times , with the 
hmt humble deference, as if he had been pleading, 
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CHAP, in the days of Ariftides, before the tribunal' of 
^^^'' the Areopagus. His application to the fenate of 
Rome, which was ftill permitted to beftow the 
titles of Imperial power , was agreeable to the 
forms of the expiring republic. An affembly was 
fummoned by Tertullus, praefect of the city; the 
epiftle of Julian was read ; and as he appeared 
to be mafter of Italy, his claims were admitted 
without a diffenting voice. His oblique cenfure 
of the innovations of Conftantine , and his paf- 
. fionate invective againft the vices of Conftantius, 
were heard with lefs fatisfaction ; and the fenate , 
as if Julian had been prefent , unanimously ex- 
claimed , " Refpect, we befcech you, the author 
j> of your own fortune ''. " An artful expreffion, 
which , according to the chance of war , might 
be differently explained ; as a manly reproof of 
the ingratitude of the ufurper , or as a flattering 
confeffion , that a fingle act of fuch benefit to the 
flate ought to atone for all the failings of Con- 
flantius. 
Hoftiic The intelligence of the march and rapid pro- 

ons!^'^'*' 2^^^^ ^^ Julian was fpeedily tranfmitted to hi^ 
rival , who, by the retreat of Sapor, had obtained 
fomc rcfpite from the Perfian war. pifguifing 
the anguish of his foul under the femblance of 
contempt, Conftantius profeffed his intention of 
returning into Europe , and of giving chace to 
Julian; for he never fpoke of this military expe- 
dition in any other light than that of a hunting 
party '\ In the camp of Hierapolis, in Syria, 
he communicated this defign to his army; slightly 
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mentioned the guilt and rashnefs of the Caefar ; and chip. 
ventured to ^ffure them , that if the mutineers of ^^* 
Gaul prefumed to meet them in the field , they 
would be unable to fuftain the fire of their eyes , 
ahd the irrefiftible weight of their shout of onfet. 
The fpeech of the emperor was received with 
military applaufe , and Theodotus , the prefident of 
the council of Hierapolis , requefted , with tears of 
adulation , that his city might be adorned with 
the head of the vanquished rebel **. A chofen 
detachment Nvas difpatched away in poft- waggons, 
to fecure , if it were yet poflible , the pals of 
Succi ; the recruits , the horfes , the arms , and 
the magazines which had been prepared againft 
Sapor , were apprppriated to the fervice of the civil 
war; and the domeftic victories of Conftantius 
infpired his partifans with the moft fanguine alTu- 
rances of fuccefs. The notary Gaudentius had oc- 
cupied in his name the provinces of Africa ; the 
fubfiftence of Rome was intercepted ; and the 
diftrefs of Julian was incrcafed , by an unexpected 
event , which might have been productive of fatal 
confequences. Julian had received the fubmiflion of 
two legions and a cohort pf archers , who were 
ftationed at Sirmium; but he fufpected, with reafon, 
the fidelity of thofe troops, which had been diftin- 
guished by the emperor ; and it was thought ex- 
pedient, under the pretence of the expofied ftatc 
of the Gallic frontier, to difmifs them frorti the 
moft important fcene of action. They advanced, 
with reluctance , as far as the confines of Italy; 
but as they dreaded the length of th^ way , ancj 
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CHAP, the favage fiercenefs of the Germans, they rc- 
xxir. folved, by the inftigation of one of their tribunes, 
to halt at Aquiieia, and to erect the banners of 
Conftantius on the walls of that impregnable 
city. The vigilance of Julian perceived at once 
the extent of the mifchief, and the neceflity of 
iipplylng an- immediate remedy. By his order, 
Jovjnus led back a part of the army into Italy; 
and the fiege of Aquiieia was formed with dili- 
gence , and profecuted with vigour. But the 
legionaries , who feemed to have "rejected the 
yoke of difcipline , conducted the defence ol the 
place with skill and perfeverance j invited the reft 
of Ita^y to imitate the example of their courage 
and loyalty ; and threatened the retreat of Julian , 
if he should be forced to yield to the fuperior 
numbers of the armies of the Eaft ^\ 
and death * But the humanity of Julian was preferved from . 
ftL^T" ^^^ ^^^^^ alternative, which he pathetically laments, 
A. 0.361, of deftroying, or of being himfelf deftroyed : and 
Nov. 3. the feafohable death of Conftantius delivered the 
Roman empire from the calamities of civil war. 
The approach of winter could not detain the 
monarch at Antioch ; and his favourites durft 
not oppofe his impatient defire of revenge. A 
slight fever , which was perhaps occafioned by 
the agitation of his fpirits, was encreafed by the 
. fatigues of the journey ; and Conftantius was 
obliged to halt at the little town of Mopfucrene , 
twelve miles beyond Tarfus , where he expired, 
afi^er a short illnefs , in the forty - fifth year of 
his age, and the twenty -fourth of his reign **. 
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His genuine character, which was compofed of chaf. 
pride and weaknefs, of fuperftition and cruelty, ^^^ 
has been folly difplayed in the preceding narrative 
of civil and ecclefiaftical events. The, long abufe 
of power rendered him a confiderable object in 
the eyes of his contemporaries ; but as perfonal 
merit can alone deferve the notice of pofterity, 
the laft of the fons of Gonftantine may be 
difmifTed from the world with the remark, that 
he inherited the defects , without the abilities , 
of his father. Before Conftantius expired , he 
is faid to have named Julian for his fucceflbr; 
nor does it feem improbable , th^t his anxious 
concern for the fate of a young and tender wife , 
whom he left with child , may have prevailed , 
in his laft moments , over the harsher paflions 
of hatred and revenge. Eufebius , and his guilty 
affociates , made a faint attempt to prolong the 
reign of the eunuchs, by the election of another 
emperor : but their intrigues were rejected with 
difdain by an army which now abhorred the 
thought of civil difcord ; and two officers of rank 
were inftantly difpatched, to affure Julian, that 
every fword in the empire would be drawn for 
his fervice. The military defigns of that prince, 
who had formed three different attacks againfk 
Thrace , were prevented by this fortunate event. 
Without shedding the blood of his fellow-citizens, 
he efcapcd the dangers of a doubtful conflict , 
and acquired the advantages of a complete victory. 
Impatient to vifit- the place of his birth, and the 
new capital of the empire , he advanced from 
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Naiflus through the mountains of Haemus, and 
the cities of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea , 
at the diftance of fixty miles y all Conftantinoplc 
was poured forth to receive him ; and he made 
his triumphal entry, amidft the dutiful acclamations 
of the foldiers, the people, and the fenate. An 
innumerable multitude prefTed around him with 
eager refpect ; and were perhaps difappointed 
when they beheld the fmall ftature, and fimple 
garb , of a hero , whofe unexperienced youth had 
vanquished the Barbarians of Germany, and who 
had now traverfed , in a fucccfsful career , the 
whole continent of Europe, from the shores of the 
Atlantic to thofe of the Bofphorus *'. A few 
days afterwards, when the remains of the deceafed 
emperor were landed in the harbour, the fubjects 
of Julian applauded the real or affected humanity 
of their fovereign. On foot, without his diadem, 
and clothed in a mourning habit , he accompanied 
the funeral as far as the church of the Holy 
Apoftles , where the body was depofited : and 
if thefe marks of refpect may be interpreted as a 
felfish tribute to the birth and dignity of his Im- 
perial kinfman , the tears of Julian profeffed to 
the world , that he had forgot the injuries , and 
remembered only the obligations, which he had 
received from Conftantius **. As foon as the 
legions of Aquileia were affured of the death of 
the emperor, they opened the gates of the city, 
and, by the facritice of their guilty leaders , ob- 
tained an eafy pardon from the prudence or lenity 
of Julian; who, in -the thirty -fccond year of his 
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age, acquired the undifputed poffeffion of the chap, 
Roman empire *'. . Hi^^^ji 

Philofophy bad inftructed Julian to compare gDvem- 
the advantages oP action and retirement ; but "*!"*' *"^ 
the elevation of his birth , gnd the accidents of life, 
his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice. 
He itiight perhaps fmccrely have preferred the 
grx>yes of the academy, and the fociety of Athens; 
but he w^as conftrained, at firft by the will, and v 
aftei wards by the injuftige, df Conftantius , to 
expofe his perfon and fame to the dangers of 
Imperial greatnefs; and to make himfelf account* 
able to the world , and to pbfterity, for the hap- 
pinefs of millions *'. Julian recollected with 
terror the obfcrvation of his* raafter Plato *' , that 
the government of our flocks and herds is always 
committed to beings of a fuperior fpecies ; and 
that the conduct of nations requires and deferves 
the celeftial powers of the Gods or of the Genii. 
From this principle he juftly concluded , that the 
man who prefumes to reign , should afpire to the 
perfection of the divine nature; that he should 
purify his foul from her mortal and tcrreftrial 
part; that he should extinguish his appetites, en- 
lighten his underftanding, regulate his palTions , 
and fubdue the wild beaft, which, according to 
the lively metaphor of Ariftotle*', feldom fails 
to afcend the throne of a defpot. The throne 
of Julian, which the death of Conftantius fixed 
on an independent bafis, was the feat of reafon, 
of virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed the 
honours, renounced the pleafures, and difcharged 
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CHAP, with inccffant diligence the duties, of his exalted 
XXII. ftation ; and there were few among his fubjects 
who would have conf^nted to relieve hina from 
the weight of the diadem , # had they been ob- 
liged to fubmit their time and their actions to 
the rigorous laws which their philofophic emperor 
impofed on himfelf. One of his moft intimate 
friends *' , who had often shared the frugal 
fimplicity of his table , has remarked , that his 
light and fparing diet (which was ufuaily of the 
vegetable kind) left his mind and body always 
free and active , for the various and important 
bufmefs of an author, a pontiff, a magiflrate, a 
general, and a prince. In one and the fame day, 
he gave audience to feveral ambaffadors , and 
wrote , or dictated , a great number of letters to 
his generals , his civil magiftrates , his private 
friends, and the diiBFerent cities of his dominions. 
He liftened to the memorials which had been 
received, confidered the fubject of the petitions, 
and fignified his intentions more rapidly than 
they could be taken in short- hand by the dili- 
gence of his fecretaries. He poffeffed fuch flex- 
ibility of thought, and fuch firmnefs of attention, 
that he could employ his hand to write, his ear 
to liften, and his voice to dictate; and purfue at 
once three .feveral trains of ideas, without hefi- 
tation , and without error. While his minifters 
repofed, the prince flew with agility from one 
labour to another, and, after a hafty dinner, re» 
tired into his library, till the public bufinefs, which 
he had appointed for the evening , fummoned 

him 
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him to interrupt the profecutioa of his ftudles* chaf. 
The fupper of the emperor was ftill lefs fubftantial xxu» 
than the former meal; his sleep was never clouded 
by the fumes of indigeftion ; and , except in the 
short interval of a marriage , which was the 
effect of policy rather than love , the chafte 
Julian never shared his bed with a female com- 
panion ^\ He was foon awakened by the entrance 
of fresh fe'cretaries, who had slept the preceding 
day; and his fervants were obliged to wait al- 
ternately, while their indefatigable mafter allowed 
himfelf fcarcely any other refreshment than the 
change of occupations. The predecefTors of Julian, 
his uncle, his brother, and his coufin, indulged 
their puerile tafte for the games of the circus , 
under the fpecious pretence of complying with 
the inclinations of the people; and they frequently- 
remained the greateft part of the day , as idle . 
fpectators , and as a part of the fplendid fpectacle , . 
till the ordinary round of twenty -four races'* 
was completely finished. On folCmn feftivals , 
Julian, who felt and profefTed an unfashionable 
dislike to thefe frivolous amufcments , conde- 
. fcended to appear in the circus ; and after bellow- 
ing a carelefs glance on five or fix of the races, 
he haftily withdrew , with the impatience of a 
philofopher, whp confidered every moment as 
loft, that was not devoted to the advantage of 
the public , or the improvement of his own 
mind ^^. By this avarice of time , he feemed to 
protract the short duration of his reign ; and if 
the dates were lefs fecurely afcertained, we should 
Vol. IV. C 
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refufe to believe, that only fixteen months elapfed 
between the death of Conftantius and the de- 
parture of his fucceffor for the Perfian war. The 
actions of Julian can only be prefcrved by the 
care of the hiftorian; but the portion of his vo- 
luminous writings, which is ftill extant, remains 
as a monument of the application , as well as of 
the genius , of the emperor. The Mifopogon , 
the Csefars, fcveral of his orations, and his ela- 
borate work againft the Chriftian religion , were 
compofed in thcflong nights of the two winters, 
the former of which he paffcd at Conftantinoplc, 
and the latter at Antioch. 

The reformation of the Imperial court was 

^'iac°^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^"^ ^^^ neceffary acts of the 
government of Juhan ^^ Soon after his entrance 
into the palace of Conftantinoplc , he had oc* 
• cafion for the fcrvice of a barber. An officer, 
magnificently dreffed , immediately prefented him* 
felf. " It is a barber,'^ exclaimed the prince, 
with affected furprife , ^^ that I want, and not a 
55 receiver- general of the finances **. " He quef- 
tioned the man concerning the profits of his 
(employment; and was informed, tliat befidcs a 
large falary , and fome valuable perquifites , he 
enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty fervants, 
and as many horfes. A thowfand barbers , a 
thoufand cup-bearers, a thoufand cooks , were 
diftributed in the feveral offices of luxury ; and 
the number of eunuchs could be compared only 
with the infects of a fummcr's day '^ The mo- 
narch who refigned to his fubjccts the fupcriority 
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of merit and virtue, was diftitiguished by the chai*. 
oppreffive magnificence of his drefs , his table , x^^- 
his buildings , and his train. The (lately palaces 
erected by Conftantine and his fons , were deco- 
rated with many coloured marbles , and orna-« 
ments of maffy gold* The moft cxquifite dain-* 
ties were procured , to gratify their pride, rathet 
than their tafte ; birds of the moft diftant cli* 
mates , fish from the moft remote feas , fruits out 
of their natural feafon, winter rofes, and fummer 
fnows **. The domeftic crowd of the palace 
furpaffed the cxpence of the legions ; yet the 
fmallcft part of this coftly multitude was fubfer- 
vient to the ufe , or even to the fplendor , of the 
throne. The monarch was difgraced, and the 
people was injured, by the creation and fale of 
an infinite number of obfcure , and even titular . 
employments , arid the moQjfworthlefs of man- 
kind might purchafe the privilege of being 
maintained, without the necellity of labour, from 
the public revenue. The wafte of an enormous 
houfehold, the encreafe of fees and perquifites^ 
which were foon claimed as a lawful debt, and 
the bribes which they extorted from thofc who 
feared their enraity , or folicited their favour, 
fuddenly enriched thefe haughty menials. They 
abufed their fortune , Without confidering their 
paft, or their future, condition; and their rapine 
and venality could be equalled only by the ex- 
travagance of their diflipations. Their filken 
robes were embroidered with gold, their tables 
were ferved with delicacy and profufion; the 
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CHAP, houfes which they built for their own ufe , would 
xxu. have covered the farm of an ancient conful ; and 
the mod honourable citizens were obliged to 
difmount from their horfes, and refpectfully to 
falutc an eunuch whom they met on the public 
highway. The luxury of the palace excited the 
contempt and indignation of Julian , who ufually 
slept on the ground , who yielded with reluctance 
to the indifpenfablc calls of nature ; and who 
placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in dc- 
fpifmg, the pomp of royalty. By the total ex- 
tirpation of a mifchief which was magnified even 
beyond its real extent , he was impatient to re- 
lieve the diftrefs , and to appcafe the murmurs, 
of the people; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs 
the weight of taxes, if they are convinced that 
the fruits of their induftry are appropriated to 
the fervice of the ftate. But in the execution of 
this falutary work, Julian is accufed of proceed- 
ing with too much hafte and inconfiderate feve- 
rity^ By a fingle edict , he reduced the palace 
of Conftantinople to an immenfe defert, and dif- 
miffed with ignominy the whole train of slaves 
and dependents '', without providing any juft, 
or at leaft . benevolent , exceptions , for the age , 
the fervices, or the poverty, of the faithful do- 
meftics of the Imperial family. Such indeed 
was the temper of Julian , who feldom recollected 
the fundamental maxim of Ariftotle , that true 
virtue is placed at aq, equal diftance between the 
oppofite vices. The fplendid and eflferainate 
drefs of the Afiatics^ the curls and paint, the 
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collars and bracelets, which had appeared fo ri- CHiP. 
diculous in the perfon of Conftantinc, were con- ^^^ 
fiftently rejected by his philofophic fucceffor. 
But with the fopperies , Julian affected to re- 
nounce the decencies , of drefs ; and feeitied to 
value himfelf for his neglect of the laws of clcan- 
linefs. In a fatirical performance , which was 
defigned for the public eye, the emperor defcants 
with pleafure, and even with pride, on the length 
of his nails, and the inky blackncfs of his hands; 
protefts, that although the greateft part of his 
body was covered with hair , the ufe of the razor 
was confined to his head alone; and celebrates, 
with vifible complacency, the shaggy and popu* 
bus " beard , which he fondly cherished , after 
the example of the philofophers of Greece. Had 
Julian confulted the fimple dictates, of reafon, 
the firfl magiftrate of the Romansf would have 
fcorned the afifectation of Diogenes , as well as 
that of Darius. 

But the work of public reformation would ^^^^"Jl**' 
have remained imperfect, if Julian had only cor- 
rected the abufes, without punishing the crimes, 
of his predeceffor's reign. " We are now de- 
35 livered , " fays he , in a familiar letter to one 
of his intimate friends, " we are now furprifingly 
55 delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy- 
M dra '*. I do not mean to apply that epithet 
55 to my brother Conflantius. He is no more ; 
55 may the earth lie light on his head ! But his 
55 artful and cruel favourite^ ftudied to deceive 
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CHAB» ,3 and exafperate a prince, whofc natural mild.- 
^^^ ,3 nefs cannot be praifed without fomc efforts of 
,5 adulation. It is not, however, my intention, 
19 that even thofe men should be oppreffcd: they 
j3 arc accufcd, and they shall enjoy the benefit 
,3 of a fair and impartial trial. " To conduct 
thi«i enquiry , Julian named fix judges of the 
Jiigh^ft lanjk in the ftate and army; and as he 
wished to efcape the reproach of condemning his 
pcrfonal' enemies , he fixed this extraordinary 
tribunal at Chalcedon , on the Afi^tic fide of the 
Bofphorus ; and transferred to the commiffioners 
^n abfolute power to pronounce and execute their 
final fentence, without delay, and without appeal. 
The office of prcfident was cxercifed by the ve- 
nerable prgefect of the Eaft, sl fecond Salluft **, 
whofe virtues conciliated the efteem of Greek 
fophifts , and of Chriftian bishops. He was af- 
fifted by the eloquent Mamertinus *' , one of the 
confuls elect, whofc merit is loudly (celebrated 
by the doubtful evidence of his own applaufe. 
But the civil wifdom of two magiftrates was 
overbalanced by the ferocious violence of four 
generals, Nevitta, Agilo , Jovinus, and Arbetio. 
Arbetio , whom the public would have feeii 
with lefs furprife at the bar than on the bench, 
was fuppofed to poffefs the fecret of the com-? 
roiflion ; the armed and angry leaders of the 
Jovian and Herculian bands encompaffed the 
tribunal; and the judges were alternately fwayed 
by the laws of juflice , and by the clamours of 
faction '*. 
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The chamberlain Eufebius , who had fo long 
abufed the favour of Conftantius, expiated, by 
an ignominious death, the infolence, the corrup- 
tion , and cruelty of his fervile reign. The exe- 
cutions of Paul and Apodcmius (the former of *y|*j^° 
whom was burnt alive) were accepted as an in- 
adequate atonement by the widows and orphans 
of fo many hundred Romans , whom thofe legal 
tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Jufticc 
herfelf (if we may ufe the pathetic expreflion of 
Ammianus") appeared to weep over the fate 
of Urfulus , the treafurer of the empire ; and his 
blood accufed the ingratitude of Julian , whofe 
diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the in- 
trepid liberality of that honeft minifter. The 
rage of the foldiers , whom he had provoked by 
his indifcretion , was the caufe and the excufe of 
his death; and the emperor, deeply wounded by 
his own reproaches and thofe of the public, of- 
fered fome confolation to the family of Urfulus, 
by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes. 
Before the end of the year in which they had 
been adorned with the enfigns of the prefecture 
and confuLship ** , Taurus and Florentius were 
reduced to implore the clemency of the inex- 
orable tribunal of Chalcedon. The former was 
banished to Vercellse in Italy, and a fentence of 
death was pronounced againft the latter. A wife 
prince should have rewarded the crime of Tau- 
thc faithful minifter , when he was no 
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longer able to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel, 
bad taken refuge in the court of his benefactor 
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CHAP, and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of Flo- 
xxiL i-entius juftified the feverity of the judges ; and 
his cfcape fcrvcd to difplay the magnanimity of 
Julian; who nobly checked the intereftcd dili- 
gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what 
place concealed the wretched fugitive from his 
juft refentment *'. Some months after the tri- 
bunal of Chalcedon had been diflblved, the prae- 
torian vicegerent of Africa, the notary Gauden- 
tius, and Artemius ** duke of Egypt, were exe- 
cuted at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 
cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great province ; 
Gaudentius had long practifed the arts of ca- 
lumny againft the innocent , the virtuous , and 
even the perfon of Julian himfclf. Yet the 
circumftances of their trial and condemnadon 
were fo unskilfully managed ,* that thefe wicked 
men obtained, in thd public opinion, the glory 
of fufFering for the obftinate loyalty with which 
they had fupported the caufe of Conftantius. 
The reft of his fervants were protected by a ge- 
neral act of oblivion ; and they were left to enjoy 
with impunity the bribes which they had ac- 
cepted , either to defend the oppreffed, or to 
opprefs the friendlefs. This meafure,^ which , on 
the founded principles of policy, may deferve our 
approbation , was executed in a manner which 
feemed to degrade the majefty of the throne. 
Julian was tormented by the importunities of a 
multitude, particularly of Egyptians , who loudly 
redemanded the gifts which they had imprudently 
or illegally beftowed ; he forefaw . the endlefs 
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profecution df vexatious fuits; and he engaged OflA?; 
a promife , which ought always to have been *^^* 
facred, that if they would repair to Chalcedon, 
he would meet them in perfon, to hear and de- 
termine their complaints. But as foon as they 
were landed, he iffued an abfolute* order , which 
prohibited the watermen from tranfporting any 
Egyptian to Conftantinople ; and thus detained 
his difappointed clients on the Afiatic shore , till 
their patience and money being utterly exhaufted, 
they were obliged to return with indignant mur- 
murs to their native country *'. 

The numerous army of fpies , of agents , and ciemencf 
informers, enlifted by Conftantius to fecurc the •^ '"***•• 
repofe of one man , and to interrupt that of mil- 
lions , was immediately disbanded by his gene- 
rous fucceffor. Julian was slow in his fufpicions, 
and gentle in his punishments ; and his contempt 
of treafon was the refult of judgment, of vanity*, 
and of courage. Confcious of fuperior merit, 
be was perfuaded that few among his fubjects 
would dare, to meet him in the field, to attempt 
his life, or even to feat themfelves on his vacant 
throne. The philofopher could excufe the hafty 
Tallies of difcontent; and the hero could defpifc 
the ambitious projects, which furpaffed the for- 
tune or the abilities of the rash confpirators. A 
citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own ufe 
a purple garment ; and this indifcreet action , 
which , under the reign of Conftantius , would 
have been confidercd as a capital offence *', was 
reported. to Julian by the officious importunity 
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CHAP, of a private enemy. The monarch, after making 
xxu. fome inquiry into the rank and character of his 
rival , difpatched the informer with a prefent 
of a pair of /purple slippers , to complete the 
magnificence of his Imperial habit. A more 
dangerous confpiracy was formed by ten of the 
domeftic guards, who had refolved to affaffinatc 
Julian in the field of cxercife near Antioch. 
» Their intemperance revealed their guilt ; and^ 

they were conducted in chains to the prefence of 
their injured fovereign, who, after a lively rc- 
prefentation of the wickednefs and folly of their 
cnterprife, inftead of a death of torture, which 
they deferved and expected , pronounced a fen- 
tcnce of exile againft the two principal offenders. 
The only inftance in which Julian feemed to de- 
part from his accuftomed clemency, was the exe- 
cution of a rash youth , who with a feeble hand 
'had afpired to fcize the reins of empire. But 
that youth was the fon of Marcellus, the general 
of cavalry, who, in the firft campaign of the 
Gallic war , had deferted the ftandard of the C'ae- 
far , and the republic. Without appearing to 
indulge his perfonal refentmcnt , Julian might 
cafily confound the crime of the fon and of the 
father ; but he was reconciled by the diftrefs of 
Marcellus, and the liberality of the emperor en- 
deavoured to heal the wound which had been 
inflicted by the hand of juftice *'. 
His love of Julian was not infcnfible of the advantages of 
and tbe ' freedom ^*. From his ftudies he had imbibed 
republic, ii-^^ fpirit of ancient fages and heroes : his life 
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und fortunes had depcnidcd on the caprice of a chaf. 
tyrant; and when he afcended thc^ throne, his ^^^^ ^ 
pride was fometimes mortified by the reflection, 
that the slaves who would not dare to cenfure 
his defects, were not worthy to applaud his vir. 
tucs ^\ He fincerelj^ abhorred the fyftctti of 
Oriental dcfpodfm ,. which Diocletian, Conftan* 
tine , and the patient habits of fourfcore years , 
had eftablished in the empire. A motive of fu- 
perftition prevented the execution of the defign 
which Julian had frequently meditated, of re- 
lieving his head from the weight of a coftly dia- 
demr '* : but he abfolutely refufed the title of 
JDommwx, or Lord ^\, a word which was grown fo 
familiar to the ears of the Romans, that they no 
longer remembered its fervile and humiliating 
origin. The office , or rather the name , of con- 
ful , was cherished by a prince who contemplated 
w^ith reverence the ruins of the republic; and 
the fame behaviour which had been affumed by 
thQ prudence of Auguftus, was adopted by Julian 
from choice and inclination. On the calends of A- ^' 3^» 
January, at break of day , the new confuls, Ma- 
mertinus and Nevitta, haftened to the palace to 
falute the emperor. As foon as he was informed 
of their approach , he leaped from his throne , 
eagerly advanced to meet them , and compelled 
the blushing magiftrates to receive the demon- 
ftrations of his affected humility. From the 
palace they proceeded to the fenate. The empe- 
ror, on foot, marched before their litters; and the 
gazing multitude admired the image of ancient 
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CHAP, times, or fecretly blamed a conduct, which, 
^ xxn. jj^ their eyes , degraded the majefty of ^he pur- 
ple '*. But the behaviour of Julian was uni- 
formly fupported. During the games of the 
Circus , he had , imprudently or defignedly , per- 
formed the manumiffion of a slave in the pre- 
fence of the conful. The jtioment he was re- 
minded that he had trefpaffed on the jurifdiction 
of another magiftrate, he condemned himfelf to 
pay a fine of ten pounds of gold ; and embraced 
this public occafion of declaring to the world, 
that he was fubject , like the reft of his fellow- 
citizens , to the laws ^* , and even to the forms , 
of the republic. The fpirit of his adminiftra- 
tion , and his regard for the place of his nativity , 
induced Julian to confer on the fenate of Con- 
ftantinople , the fame honours , privileges , and 
authority , which were ftill enjoyed by the fenate 
of ancient Rome ^*. A legal fiction was intro- 
duced , and gradually eftablished , that one half 
of the national council had migrated into the 
Eaft : and the defpotic fucceffors of Julian , ac- 
cepting the title of Senator^, acknowledged them- 
felves the members of a refpectable body , which 
was permitted to reprefent the majefty of the 
Roman name. From Conftantinople , the atten- 
tion of the monarch was extended to the muni- 
cipal fenates. of the provinces. He abolished , 
by repeated edicts, the unjuft and pernicious ex- 
emptions, which had withdrawn fo many idle 
citizens from the fervice of their country; and 
by impofing an equal diftribution of public duties, 
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he reftorcd the ftrength, the fplcndour, or, chaf. 
according to the glowing expreffion of Liba- ^ 

nius ^^, the foul of the expiring cities of his 
empire. The venerable age of Greece excited hu cart 
the mod tender compaffion in the mind of Ju- ^^f^^^^V^/*- 
lian; which kindled into rapture when he recol- 
lected the gods; the heroes; and the men, fu- 
perioiv to heroes and to gods; who had bequeathed 
to the latcft pofterity the monuments of their 
genius , or the example of their virtues. He re. 
lieved the diftrefs, and rcftored the beauty, of 
the cities of Epirus and Peloponnefus ^'. Athens 
acknowledged him for her benefactor ; Argos , 
for her deliverer. The pride of Corinth, again 
rifing from her ruins with the honours of a Ro- 
man colony , exacted a tribute from the adjacent 
republics, for the purpofe of defraying the games 
of the Ifthraus, which were celebrated in the 
amphitheatre with the hunting of bears and pan- 
thers. From this tribute the cities of Elis , oT 
Delphi , and of Argos , which had inherited from 
their remote anceftors the facred office of perpe- 
tuating the Olympic, the Pythian, and the Ne- 
mean games, claimed a juft exemption. The 
immunity of Elis and Delphi was refpccted by 
the Corinthians ; but the poverty of Argos 
tempted the infolence of oppreffion ; and the 
feeble complaints of its deputies were filenced 
by the decree of a provincial magiftrate , who 
feems to have confulted only the intereft of the 
capital , in which he refided. Seven years after 
this fentence , Julian ^' allowed the cauf< to be 
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•HAP. referred to a fupcrior tribunal; and his eloquence 
XXII* ^^g interpofed , moft probably with fuccefs , in 
the defence of a city , which had been the royal 
feat of Agamemnon ** , and had given to Mace- 
donia a race of kings ^nd conquerors ''I 
Julian, ail fi^^ labofious admiuiftration of military and 
a7udg«. civil affairs, which were multiplied in proportion 
to the extent of the empire, excrcifed the abi- 
lities of Julian; but he frequently affumcd the 
two characters of Orator ** and of Judge *', which 
are almod unknown to the modern fovereigns of 
Europe. The arts of perfuafion , fo diligently 
cultivated by the firft C^efars , were neglected by 
the military ignoirance and Afiatic pride of their 
fucceffors ; and if they condefcended to harangue 
the foldiers , whom they feared , tbf y treated 
with filent difdain the fenators, whom they 
defpifed. The aflemblies of the fenate , which 
Conftantius had avoided , were confidered by Ju- 
lian as the place where he could exhibit, with 
the moft propriety , the *maxims of a republican , 
and the talents of a rhetorician. He alternately 
practifed , as in a fchool of declamation , the fe- 
veral modes of praife, of cenfure, of exhortation ; 
and his friend Libanius has remarked , that the 
ftudy of Homer taught him to imitate the fimple ^ 
concife ftyle of Menelaus , the copioufnefs* of 
Neftor, whofe words defcended like the flakes of 
a winter's fnow , or the pathetic and forcible 
eloquence of Ulyfles. The functions of a judge , 
which are fometimes incompatible with thofe of 
a prince , were excrcifed by Julian , not only as 
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a duty, but as an araufement; and although he chap. 
might have trufted the integrity and difcernnient ^^^^ 
of his Praetorian prefects , be often placed him- 
felf by their fide on the feat of judgment. The 
acute penetration of his mind was agreeably oc- 
cupied in detecting and defeating the chicanery 
of the advocates, who laboured to difguife the 
truth of facts, and to pervert the fenfe of the 
laws. He fometimes forgot the gravity of his 
ftation, asked indifcreet or unfeafonable queftions, 
and betrayed, by the loudncfs of his voice, and 
the agitation of his body , the earnefl vehemence 
with which he maintained his opinion againft the ^ 
judges, the advocates, and their clients. But 
his knowledge of his own temper prompted him 
to encourage, and even to folicit, the reproof of 
his friends and minifters ; and whenever they 
ventured to oppofe the irregular fallies of his 
paflions, the fpectators could obferve the shame, 
as well as the gratitude , of their monarch. The 
decrees of Julian were almoft always founded on 
the principles of juftice; and he had the firmnefs 
to refift the two moft dangerous temptations , 
which aflault the tribunal of a fovereign , under 
the fpecious forms of compaffion and equity. 
He decided the merits of the caufe without 
weighing the circumftances of the parties ; and 
the poor , whom he wished to relieve , were con- 
demned to fatisfy the jufl demands of a noble 
and wealthy adverfary. He carefully diftin- 
guished the judge from the legislator ** ; and 
though he meditated a neceffary reformation of 
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CHAP, the Roman jurifprudence , h^ pronounced fentcnce 
xxu. according to the ftrict and literal interpretation 
of thofe law3, which the magiftrates were bound 
to execute , and the fubjects to obey. 
Mis eht- The generality of princes , if they were dripped 

Mcter. of their purple, and caft naked into the world, 
would immediately fink to the loweft rank of 
fociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
obfcurity. But the perfonal merit of Julian was , 
in fome meafure , independent of his fortune. 
Whatever had been his choice of hfe ; by the 
force of intrepid courage , lively wit , and intenfc 
^ application, he would have obtained, or at leaft 
he would have deferved , the higheft honours 
of his profcflion; and Julian might have raifed 
himfelf to the rank of minifier , or general , of 
the ftate in which he was born a private citizen. 
if the jealous caprice of power had difappointed 
his expectations ; if he had prudently declined 
the paths of grcatnefs , the employment of the 
fame talents in ftudious folitude , would have 
placed, beyond the reach of kings, his prefcnt 
happinefs and his immortal fame* When we 
infpect , with minute , or perhaps malevolent at- 
tention, the portrait of Julian, fomething feems 
wanting to the grace and perfection of the whole 
figure. His genius was Icfs powerful and fub- 
lime than that of C^efar; nor did he poffefs the 
confummate prudence of Auguftus. The virtues 
of Trajan appear more fteady and natural , and 
the philofophy of Marcus is more fimple and 
coafiftent. Yet Julian fuftained adverfity with 

firmnefs , 
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iirmnefs, and profpcrity with moderation. After chap. 
an interval of one hundred and twenty years from ^^"» 
•the death of Alexander Severus , the Romans 
beheld an emperor who made no diftlnction be- 
tween his duties and his pleafures; who laboured 
to relieve the diftrefs, and to revive the fpirit, 
fi^f his fubjects ; and who endeavoured always to 
connect authority with merit, and happjnefs with 
virtue. Even faction, and religious faction, was 
conftrained to acknowledge the fuperiority of his 
genius , in peace as well as in war ; and to con- 
fefs , with a figh , that the apoftate Julian was a 
lover of his country, and that he dcferved the 
empire of the world '^ 
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C H A P. XXIIL 

The Religion of Julian. — Univerfal Toleration. -^ He 
attempts to rejiore and reform the Pagan Worship 
— to rebuild the Temple of Jerufalem. — His artful 
Perfecution of the Chrijiians. — Mutual Zeal and 
Injujiice. 

X H E character of Apoftate has injured the 
reputation of Julian; and the enthufiafm which 
of Julian, clouded his virtues , has ei^aggcrated the real and 
apparent magnitude of his faults. Our partial 
ignorance may reprefent him as a philofophic 
monarch, who ftudied to protect, with an equal 
hand , the religious factions of the empire ; and 
to allay the theological fever which had inflamed 
the minds of the people , from the edicts of 
Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A more 
accurate view of the character and conduct of 
Julian , will remove this favourable prepoffeffion 
for a prince who did not efcape the general con- 
tagion of the times. We enjoy the fingular ad- 
vantage of comparing the pictures which have 
been delineated by his fondeft admirers, and his 
implacable enemies. The actions of Julian are 
faithfully related by a judicious and candid hif- 
torian , the impartial fpectator of his life and 
death. The unanimous evidence of his contem- 
poraries is confirmed by the public and private 
declarations of the emperor himfelf; and his 
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various writings exprefs the uniform tenor of his chap. 
religious fentiments , which policy would have 
prompted him to diffemble rather than to afFec^. 
A devout and finccre attachment for the gods of 
Athens and Rome, conftituted the ruling paflion 
of Julian ^ ; the powers of an enlightened under- 
ftanding were betrayed and corrupted by the 
influence of fuperftitious prejudice ; afid the 
phantoms which exifted only in the min3 of the 
emperor, had a real and pernicious effect on the 
government of the empire. The vehement zeal 
of the Chriftians, who defpifed the worship, and 
overturned the altars, of thofe fabulous deities, 
engaged their votary in a ftate of irreconcileable 
hoftility with a very numerous party of his fub- 
jects ; and he was fometimes tempted, by the 
defire of victory, or the shame of a rcpulfc, to 
violate the laws of prudence, and even of juftlcc. 
The triumph of the party, which he deferted and 
©ppofcd, has fixed a ftain of infamy on the name ^ 
of Julian ; and the unfuccefsful apoftate has been 
overwhelmed with a torrent of pious invectives , 
of which the fignal was given by the fonorous 
trumpet * of Gregory Nazianzen \ The inter- 
efting nature of the events which were crowded 
into the short reign of this active emperor, de- 
ferve a juft and circumftantial narrative. His 
motives, his counfels , and his actions, as far as 
they arc connected with the hiftory of religion, 
will be the fubject of the prefent chapter. 

The caufe of his ftrange and fital apoftacy , His^du- 
may be derived from the early period of His life, Sa// 
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CHAP, when he was left an orphan in the hands of the 
XXIII. murderers of his family. The names of Chrift 
and of Conftantius, the ideas of slavery and of 
religion, were foon affociatcd in a youthful ima- 
gination, which was fufceptible of the moft lively 
impreffions. The care of his infancy was en- 
trufted to Eufebius, bishop of Nicomedia *, who 
was related to him on the fide of his mother ; 
and till* Julian reached the twentieth year of hi^ 
age , he received from his Chriftian preceptors , 
the education not of a hero, but of a faint. The 
emperor, Icfs jealous of a heavenly, than of an 
earthly crown, contented himfelf with the im- 
perfect character of a catechumen , while he 
beftowed the advantages of baptifm ' on the 
nephews of Conftantine '. They were even ad- 
mitted to the inferior offices of the ecclefiaftical 
order; and Julian publicly read the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the , church of Nicomedia. The ftudy 
of religion, which they affiduously cultivated, 
appeared to produce the faireft fruits of faith and 
devotion '. They prayed , they fafted , they dif- 
tributed alms to the poor, gifts to the clergy, 
and oblations to the tombs of the martyrs; and 
the fplendid monument of St. Mamas, at Cae- 
farea , was erected, or at leaft was undertaken, 
by the joint labour of Gallus and Julian *. They 
refpectfully converfed with the bishops who were 
eminent for fnperior fanctity , and folicited the 
benediction of the monks and hermits, who had 
introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary hard- 
ships of the afcetic life *. As the two princes 
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advanced towards the years of manhood , they chap, 
difcovered, in their religious fent'ments, the dif- ^^^w* 
ference of their characters. The dull and ob- 
ftinate underftanding of Gallus embraced , with 
implicit zeal, the doctrines of Chriftianity i which 
never influenced his conduct, or moderated his 
paflions. The mild difpofition of the younger 
brother was lefs repugnant to the precepts of the 
Gofpel ; and his active curiofity might have been 
gratified by a theological fyftem ^ which explains 
the myfterious efTence of the Deity; and opens 
the boundlefs profpect of invifible and future 
worlds. But tlie independent fpirit of Julian 
refufed to yield the paffive and unrefifting obe- 
dience which was required , in the name of reli- 
gion , by the haughty minifters of the church. 
Their fpcculative opinions were impofed as po- 
fitive laws > and guarded by the terrors of eternal 
punishments ; but while they prefcribcd the rigid 
formulary of the thoughts, the words, and the 
actions of the young prince; whilft they filenced 
his objections, and feverely checked the freedom 
of his enquiries , they fecretly provoked his im- 
patient genius to difclaim the authority of his 
ccclefiaftical guides. He was educated in the 
Lefler Afia , amidft the fcandals of the Arian 
controverfy ". The fierce contefts of the Raftern 
bishops, the inceflant alterations of their creeds, 
and the profane motives which appeared to 
actuate their conduct, infenfibly ftrengrhrned the 
prejudice of Julian , that they neither undcrftood 
nor believed the religion for which they fo fiercely 
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eHAP. contended. Inftead of liftening to the proofs of 
Xjmt. Chriftianity with that favourable attention which 
adds weight to the moft refpectable evidence , 
he heard with fufpicion , and difputed with ob- 
ftinacy and acutenefs , the doctrines for which 
he already entertained an invincible averfion. 
Whenever the young princes were directed to 
compofe declamations on the fubject of the pre- 
vailing con trover fies, Julian always declared him- 
felf the advocate of Paganifm ; under the fpe- 
cious excufe that, in the defg^^K)f the weaker 
caufe, his learning and ingcritt.^ might be more 
advantageously exercifed and aMpBayed. 
He cm- As foon as Gallus was inverted with the ho- 

braces the pours of the purplc , JuHan was permitted to 
ofpaga- breathe the air of freedom, of literature, and of 
nifm, Paganifm ". The crowd of fophifts, who were 

attracted by the tafte and liberality of their royal 
pupil, had formed a ftrict alliance between the 
learning and the religion of Greece ; and the 
poems of Homer, inftead of being admired as the 
original productions of human genius, were feri- 
ously afcribed to the heavenly infpiration of 
Apollo and the mufes. The deities of Olympus, 
as they are painted by the immortal bard, im- 
print themfelves on the minds which are the leaft 
addicted to fuperftitious credulity. Our familiar 
knowledge of their names and characters, their 
forms and attributes , fcems to beftow on thofc 
airy beings a real and fubftantial exiftence; and 
the pleafmg enchantment produces an imperfect 
and momentary affent of the imagination to thofc 
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fables , %vhich are the rtoft repugnant to our chaf. 
reafon and experience. In the age of Julian, -^^^^• 
every circumftance contributed to prolong and 
fortify the illufion ; the magnificent temples of 
Greece and Afia; the works of thofe artifts who 
had cxpreffed , in pointing or in fculpture , the 
divine conceptions of the poet ; the pomp of 
feftivals and facrifices ; the fuccefsful arts of di- 
vination ns of oracles and 
prodigies :tice of two thou- 
iand year olytheifm was , in 
fome mci moderation of its 
claims ; : e Pagans was not 
incompat itious fcepticifm "• 
Inftead ot an muivmujc anu regular fyftem , which 
occupies the whole extent of the believing mind, 
the mythology of the Greeks was compofed of 
• a thoufand loofe and flexible parts , and the fer- 
vant of the gods was at liberty to define the 
degree and meafure of his religious faith. The 
creed which Julian adopted for his own ufe , was 
of the largeft dimenfions ; and , by a ftrange con- 
tradiction , he difdained the falutary yoke of the , 
Gofpel , whilft he made a voluntary ofifering of 
his reafon on the altars of Jupiter and Apollo. 
One of the orations of Julian is confecrated to 
the honour of Cybele , the mother of the gods , 
who required from her effeminate priefts the 
bloody facrifice , fo rashly performed by the 
madnefs of the Phrygian boy. The pious em- 
peror condefcends to relate , without a blush , 
and without a fmile, the voyage of the goddefs 
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CHAP. 

xxiir. 



The alle* 



from the shores of Pirgamus to the mouth of 
the Tyber ; and the ftupendous miracle , which 
convinced the fenate and people of Rome that 
the lump of clay, which their ambaifadors had 
tranfported over the feas, was endowed with life, 
and fentiment , and divine power '\ For the 
truth of this prodigy , he appeals to the public 
monuments of the citv; and cenfurcs, with fomc 
acrimony , the fick 
men , who impertir 
ditions of iheir ancc 
But the devout p 
braced , and' warml; 
of the people , refei 

of a hberal interpretation , and filently withdrew 
from the foot of the altars into the fanctuary of 
the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 
mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible- 
voice , that the pious enquirer , inftead of being 
fcandalized or fatisfied with the literal fcnfe , 
should diligently explore the occult wifdom , 
which had been difguifed , by the prudence of 
antiquity, under the mask of folly and of fable '^ 
The philofophcrs of the Platonic fchool '* , PIo- 
tinus, Porphyry, and the divine lamblichus, were 
admired as the mod skilful mafters of this alle- 
gorical fcience , which- labouied to foften and 
harmonize the deformed features of paganifm. 
Julian himfelf, who was directed in the myfte- 
rious purfuit by ^defius, the venerable fucceffor 
of lamblichus , afpired to the poffeflion of a 
treafure, which he eftcemed, if we may credit 
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his folemn affeverations , far above the empire of chaf. 
the world ^\ It was indeed a treafure , which xxiii. 
derived its value only from opinion ; and every 
artift , who flattered himfelf that he had extracted 
the precious ore from the furrounding drofs, 
claimed an equal right of ilamping the name 
and figure the moft agreeable to his peculiar 
fancy. The fable of Atys and Cybele had been 
already explained by Porphyry ; but his labours 
ferved only to animate the pious induftry of 
Julian , who invented and published his own 
allegory of that ancient and myftic tale. This 
freedom of interpretation, which might gratify 
the pride of the Platonifts , expofed the vanity of 
their art. Without a tedious detail , the modern 
reader could not form a juft idea of the ftrangc 
allufions , the forced etymologies , the folemn 
trifling, and the impenetrable obfcurity of thefc 
fages , who profefTed to reveal the fyftem of the 
univerfe. As the traditions of pagan mythology 
were variously related, the facred interpreters 
were at liberty to felect the moft convenient cir- 
cumftances; and as they translated an arbitrary 
cypher, they could extract from any fable any 
fenfe which was adapted to their favourite fyftem " 
of religion and philofophy. The lafcivious form 
of a naked Venus was tortured into the difcovery 
of fome moral precept, or fome phyfical truth; 
and the caftration of Atys explained the revolu- 
tion of the fun between the tropics, or the fepa- 
ration of the human foul from vice and error '*. 
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CHAP. The theological fyftem of Julian appears to 
xxiii.^ have contained the fublime and important prin- 
cai fyftem ciplcs of natural religion. But as the faith , which 
of Julian, j^ ^ot founded on revelation, muft remain deftitute 
of ^ny firm affurancc , the difciple of Plato im- 
prudently relapfed into the habits of vulgar fu- 
perflition ; and the popular and philofophic notion 
of the Deity feems to have been confounded in 
the practice, the writings, and even in the mind 
of Julian **. The pious emperor acknowledged 
and adored the Eternal Caufe of the univerfe , to 
whom he afcribed all the perfections of an infi- 
nite nature, invifible to the eyes , and inacceflible 
to the underftanding , of feeble mortals. The 
Supreme God had created , or rather , in the 
Platonic language , had generated , the gradual 
fucceffion of dependent fpirits , of gods , of dse- 
nions , of heroes , and of men ; and every being 
which derived its exiftence immediately from the 
Firft Caufe, received the inherent gift of immor. 
tality. That fo precious an advantage might not 
be lavished upon unworthy objects , the Creator 
had entrufted to the skill and power of the inferior 
gods , the office of forming the human body , and 
of arranging the beautiful harmony of the animal, 
the vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms. To 
the conduct of thefe divine miniflers he delegated 
the temporal government of this lower world; 
but their imperfect j^dminiftration is not exempt 
from difcord or error. The earth, and its inha- 
bitants, are divided among them, and the char- 
;icters of Mars or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, 
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may be diftinctly traced in the laws and manners chaf, 
of their pecuh'ar votaries. As long as our immortal ^^^^^* 
fouls are confined in a mortal prifon , it is our 
intereft, as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, 
and to deprecate the wrath , of the powers of 
heaven ; whofe pride is gratified by the devotion 
of mankind ; and whofe groffer parts may be 
fuppofed to derive fome nourishment from the 
fumes of facrifice **.. The inferior gods might 
fometimes condefcend to animate the ftatues , aftd 
to inhabit the temples , which were dedicated to 
their honour. They might occafionally vifit the 
earth , but the heavens were the proper throne 
and fymbol of their glory. The invariable order 
of the fun , moon , and ftars , was haftily ad- 
mitted by Julian , as a proof of their eternal du- 
ration; and their eternity was a fufficient evidence 
that they were the workmanship, not of an in- 
ferior deity, but of the Omnipotent King. In the 
fyftem of the Platonifts , the vifible, was a type 
of the in vifible , world. The celeftial bodies , as 
they were informed by a divine fpirit, might be 
confidered as the objects fhe moft worthy of re- 
ligious worship. The SuN , whofe genial influence 
pervades and fuftains the univerfe , juftly claimed 
the adoration of mankind , as the bright repre- 
fentative of the Logos,' the lively, the rational, 
'the beneficent image of the intellectual Father *\ 

In every age, the abfence of genuine infpira- Fanaticifm 
tion is fupplied by the ftrone illufions of enthu- ofthephi- 
fiaim , and the mimic arts of impofture. It, in 
the time of Julian, thefe arts had been practifed 
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only by the pagan priefts , for the fupport of an 
expiring caufe , fome indulgence might perhaps 
be allowed to the intercft and habits of the fa- 
cerdotal character. But it may appear a fubject 
of furprife and fcandal , that the philofophers 
themfelves should have contributed to abufe the 
fuperftitious credulity of mankind " , and that the 
Grecian myfteries should have been fupported by 
the magic or theurgy of the modern Platonifts. 
They arrogantly pretended to controul the order 
of nature, to explore the fecrets of futurity, to 
command the fervicc of che inferior daemons, to 
enjoy the view and converfation of the fuperior 
gods , and , by difengaging the foul from her 
material bands, to reunite that immortal particle 
with the Infinite and Divine Spirit. 

The devout and fearlefs curiofity of Julian 
tempted the philofophers with the hopes of an 
eafy conquefl:; which, from the fituation of their 
young profelyte, might be productive of the moft 
important confequences *'. Julian imbibed the 
firft rudiments of the Platonic doctrines from the 
mouth of ^defius, v^ho had fixed at Pergamus 
his wandering and perfecuted fchool. But as the 
declining ftrength of that venerable fage was 
unequal to the ardour , the diligence , the rapid 
conception of his pupil , • two of his moft learned 
difciples , Chryfanthes and Eufebius , fupplied , 
at his own defire , the place of their aged maftcr. 
Thefe philofophers fcem to have prepared and 
diftributed their refpective parts ; and they art- 
fully contrived, by dark hints, and affected 
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difputes , to excite the impatient hopes of the chap. 
afpirant ^ till they delivered him into the hands ^^"^ 
of their affociate Maximus , the boldeft and 
moft skilful matter of the Theurgic fciencc. 
By his hands , Julian was fecretly initiated at 
Ephefus , in the twentieth year of his age. His 
rcfidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural alli- 
ance of philofophy and fuperftition. He obtained 
the privilege of a folemn initiation . into the 
myfteries of Eleufis , which , amidft the general 
decay of the Grecian worship, ftill retained fome 
veftiges of their primaeval fanctity ; and fuch wa$ 
the zeal of Julian , that he afterwards invited the 
Eleufmian pontiff to the court of Gaul , for the 
fole purpofe of confummating, by myftic rites and 
facrificcs , the great work of his fanctification. 
As thefe ceremonies were performed in the depth 
of caverns, and in the filence of the night; and as 
the inviolable fecret of the myfteries was preferved 
by the difcretion of the initiated, I shall not 
prefume to defcribe the horrid founds , and fiery 
apparitions, which were prefented to the fenfes, 
or the imagination, of the credjulous afpirant ^*,* 
till the vifions of comfort and knowledge broke 
upon him in a blaze of celeftial light *^ In the 
caverns of Ephefus and^leufis , the mind of 
Julian was penetrated with fincere , deep , and 
unalterable enthufiafms though he tnight fometimes 
exhibit the viciffitudes of pious fraud and hypocrify, 
which may be obferved , or at leaft fufpected , in 
the qharacters of the raoft cotifcientious fanatics. 
From that moment he confecrated his life to the 
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CHAP, fervice of the gods; and while the occupations of 
xxiu. ^^j. ^ of government , and of ftudjr , fcemcd to 
claim the whole .meafure of his time, a ftated 
portion of the hours of the night was invariably 
referved for the exercife of private devotion. The 
temperance which adorned the fevere manners of 
the foldier and the philofopher, was connected 
with fome ftrict and frivolous rules of religious 
abftinence; and it was in honour of Pan or 
Mercury , of Hecate or Ifis , that Julian , on par- 
ticular days , denied himfelf the ufe of fome parti- 
cular food , which might have been offenfive to 
his tutelar deities. By thefe voluntary fafts , he 
prepared his fenfes and his underftanding for the 
frequent and familiar vifits with which he was 
honoured by the celeftial powers. Notwith- 
flanding the modeft filcnce of Juhan himfelf, we 
may learn from his faithful friend , the orator 
Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual intercourfe 
with the gods and goddeffes ; that they defcended 
upon earth , to enjoy the converfation of their 
favourite hero ; that they gently interrupted his 
slumbers, by touching his hand or his hair; that 
they warned him of every impending danger , 
and conducted him , by their infallible wifdom , 
in every action of his liic ; and that he had ac- 
quired fuch an intimate knowledge of his hea- 
venly guefts, as readily to diftinguish the voice 
of Jupiter from that of Minerva , and the form 
of Apollo from the figure of Hercules **. Thefe 
sleeping or waking vifions, the ordinary effects 
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of abftinence and fanaticifm, would almoft de- CHAf« 
grade the emperor to the level of an Egyptian ^^^* 
monk. But the ufelefs lives of Antony or Pa- 
chortoius were confumed in thefe vain occupations. 
Julian could break from the dream' of fuperftition 
to arm hinrfelf for battle ; and after vanquishing in 
the field the enemies of Rome , he calmly retireji 
into his tent, to dictate the wife and falutary laws 
of an empire , or to indulge his genius in the 
elegant purfuits of literature and philofophy. 
' The important fccret of the apoftacy of Julian His reu- 
was entrufted to the fidelity of the initiated^ wiih g^o"*.^'^*- 
whom he was united by the facred ties of friend, 
ship and religion *'. The pleafing rumour was 
cautiously circulated among the adherents of the 
ancient worship; and his future greatnefs became 
the object of the hopes , the prayers , and the pre- 
dictions of the pagans , in every province of the 
empire. From the zeal and virtues of their 
royal profelyte , they fondly expected the cure of 
every evil, and the reftoration of every bleffing; 
and inftead of difapproving of the ardour of their 
pious wishes , Julian ingenuously confeffed , that 
he was ambitious to attain a fituation , in which 
he might be ufeful to his country, and to his 
religion. But this religion was viewed with an 
hoJdile eye by the fucceffor of Conftantine , whofe 
capricious paffions alternately faved and threat- 
ened the life of Julian. The arts of magic and 
divination were ftrictly prohibited under a def- 
potic government, which condefcended to fear 
them ; and if the pagans were reluctantly indulged 



r 



Digitized 



by Google 



64 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, in the cxcrcife of their fuperftition, the rank of 
*^^* Julian would have excepted him from the general 
toleration. The apoftate foon became the prc- 
fumptive heir of the monarchy , and his death 
could alone have appeafed the juft apprehenfions 
of the Chriftians **. But the young prince, who 
^fpired to the glory of a hero rather than of a 
martyr, confultcd his fafety by diffembling his 
^ religion; and the eafy temper of polytheifm 

permitted him to join in the public worship of a 
feet which he inwardly defpifed. Libanius has 
confidered the hypocrify of his friend as a fubjectt 
not of cenfure , but of praife. ,> As the fbitues of 
„ the gods, " fays that orator", which have been 
« defiled with filth , arc again placed in a 
„ magnificent temple; fo the beauty of truth 
3, was feated in the mind of Julian, after it 
I, had been purified from the errors and follies 
5> of his education. His fentiments were changed; 
j3 but as it would have been dangerous to have 
9) avowed his fentiments, his conduct flill 
3) continued the fame. Very diflferent from the 
„ afs in £fop, who difguifed himfelf with a 
,3 lions hide, our lion was obliged to conceal 
33 himfelf under the skin of an afs; and, while 
,3 he embraced the dictates of reafon , to obey 
„ the laws of prudence and neceflity **. " The 
diflfimulation of Julian laded above ten years, 
from his fecrct initiation at Ephefus , to the 
beginning of the civil war; when he declared 
himfelf at once the implacable enemy of Chrift 
and of Conftantius. This fiate of conAraint 

might 
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might contribute to ftrengthen his devotion; and chai»» 
as foon as he had fatisfied the obligation of affift* x^iu* 
ing , on folemn feftivals , at the affemblics of the 
Chriftians, Julian returned, with the impatience 
of a lover, to burn his free and voluntary inccnfe 
in the doraeftic chapels of Jupiter and Mercuryi 
But as every act of diflimulation muft be painful 
to an ingenuous fpirit , the profelTion of Chrif- 
tianity encreafed the avcrfion of Julian for a ' 
religion , which oppreffed the freedom of his 
mind , and compelled him to hold a conduce 
repugnant to the nobleft attributes df human 
nature , fincerity and courage. 

The inclination of Julian might prefer the Hewrit« 
gods of Homer, and of the Scipios, to the new againft 
faith , which his uncle had eftablished in the 
Romy empire 5 and in which he himfelf had 
been fanctified by the facrament of baptifmi 
*But as a philofopher, it was incumbent on him 
to juftify his diffent from Chriftianity, which Svas 
fupported by the number of its converts , by the 
chain of prophecy, the fplendour of miracles, and 
the Weight of evidence. The elaborate work '* ^ 
which he compofed amidft the preparations 
of the Perfian war, contained the fubftance 
of thofe arguments which he had long revolved 
in his mind. Some fragments have been tran- 
fcribed and preferved , by his adverfary , the 
vehement Cyril of Alexandria " ; and 'hry eyhibit 
a very fingular mixture of wit and learning^, of 
fophiftry and fanaticifm. The elegance of the 
ftyle, and the rank of the author, recommended 
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CHAP, his writings to the public attention '*; and in 
xxin, jj^e impious lift of the enemies of Chriftianity, 
the celebrated name of Porphyry was eflFaced by 
the fuperior merit or reputation of Julian. The 
minds of the faithful were either feduced, or 
fcandalized, or alarmed; and the pagans, who 
fomctimes prefumed to engage in the unequal 
difpute , derived , from the popular work of their 
Imperial miflionary, an inexhauftible fupply of 
fallacious objections. But in the afliduous profe- 
cution of thefe theological ftudies, the emperor 
of the Romans imbibed the illiberal prejudices 
and paflions of a polemic divine. He contracted 
an irrevocable obligation , to maintain and propa- 
gate his religious opinions; and whilft he fecretly 
applauded the ftrength and dexterity with which 
he wielded the weapons of controverfy, l|e was 
tempted to diftiuft the fincerity, or to defpife the 
underftandings , of his antagonifts , who could 
obftinately refift the force of reafon and eloquence. 
Univerfai The Chriftians , who beheld with horror and 

indignation the appftacy of Julian , had much 
more to fear from his power than from his argu-^ 
inents. The pagans, who were confcious of 
his fervent zeal, expected, perhaps with impa- 
tience, that the flames of perfecution should be 
immediately kindled againft the enemies of the 
gods; and that the ingenious malice of Julian 
would invent fome cruel refinements of death and 
torture , which had been unknown to the rude 
and inexperienced fury of his predeceffors. But 
the hopes, as well a& the fears, of the religious 
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♦ factions were apparently difappointed, by the chap. 
prudent humanity of a prince ", who was careful ^^^^^ 
of his own fame, of the pubh'c peace, and of the 
rights of mankind. Inftructed by hiftory and 
reflection , Julian was perfuaded , that if the 
difeafes of the body may fometimes be cured by 
falutary violence, neither fteel nor fire can era- ' 
dicate the erroneous opinions of the mind. The 
reluctant victim may be dragged to the foot of 
the altar ; but the heart ftill abhors and difclaims 
the facrilegious act of the hand. Religious ob- 
ftinacy is hard^ed and exafperated by oppreflion; 
and, as foon as the perfecution fubfides , thofc 
who have yielded, are reftored as penitents, and 
thofe who have refifted , are honoured as faints 
and martyrs. If Juliah adopted the unfuccefsful 
cruelty of Diocletian and his colleagues, he was 
fenfible that he should ftain his memory with the 
name of tyrant , and add new glories to the Ca* 
tholic church, which had derived ftrength and 
cncreafe from the feverity of the pagan magif* 
trates. Actuated by thefe motives, and apprc- 
henfive of difturbing the repofe of an unfettled 
reign, Julian furprifed the world by an edict, 
which was not unworthy of a ftatefmah , or a 
philofopher. He extended to all the inhabit- 
ants of the Roman world , the benefits of a free 
and equal toleration , and the only hardsJiip 
which he inflicted on the Chriftians, was to de- 
prive them of the power of tormenting their 
fellow-fubjects , whom they ftigmatifed with the 
odious titles of idolaters and heretics. The 
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CHAP. Pagaqs received a gracious permiffion, or rather 
xxui. j^jj exprefs order, to open all their temples '*; 
and they were at once delivered fronm the op* 
preflGve laws, and arbitrary vexations^ which they 
had fuftained under the reign of Conftantine, 
and of his fons. At the fame time, the bishops 
and clergy, who had been banished by the Arian 
monarch, were recalled from exile, and reftored 
to their refpective churches; the Donatifts, the 
Novatians, the Macedonians, the Eunomians, 
and thofe who , with a more profperous fortune , 
adhered to the doctrine of the council of Nice. 
Julian , who underftood and derided their theo- 
logical difputes, invited to the palace the leaders 
of the hoftile fects, that he might enjoy the 
agreeable fpectacle of their furious encounters. 
The clamour of controverfy fometimes provoked 
the emperor to exclaim , " Hear me ! the Franks 
s) have heard me , and the Alemanni 5 " but he 
foon difcovered that he was now engaged with 
more obftinate and implacable enemies ; and 
though he exerted the powers of oratory to per- 
fuade them to live in concord, or at leaft in 
peace, he was perfectly liatisfied, before he dif- 
miffed them from his prefence , that he had no- 
thing to dread from the union of the Chriftians. 
The impartial Ammianus has afcribed this affected 
clemency to the defire of fomenting the inteftinc 
divifions of the church; and the infidious dcfign 
of undermining the foundations of Chriftianity , 
was infeparably connected with the zeal, which 
Julian profeffed , to reftore the ancient religion of 
the empire *\ 
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As foon as he afcended the throne, he af- chaf. 
fumed, according to the cuftom of his prede- ^xm. 
ceffors, the character of fupreme pontiff; not devotion 
only as th^ moft honourable title of Imperial of J«iian 
grcatnefs , but as a facred and* important office ; ftoration" 
the duties of which he was refolved to execute ofpag»n- 
with pious diligence. As the bufinefs of the **"' 
ftate prevented the emperor from joining every- 
day in the public devotion of his fubjects , he 
dedicated a domeftic chapel to his tutelar deity 
the Sun \ his gardens were filled with ftatucs and 
altars of the gods ; and each apartment of the 
palace difplayed the appearance of a magnificent 
temple. Every morning he faluted the parent 
of light with a facrifice; the blood of another 
victim was shed at the moment tvhen the Sun 
funk below the horizon ; and the Moon , the 
Stars , and the Genii of the night received their 
refpective and feafonable honours from the inde- 
fatigable devotion of Julian. On folemn fefti- 
^als, he regularly, vifited the temple of the god 
or goddefs to whom the day was peculiarly con- 
fecrated, and endeavoured to excite the religion 
of the magiftrates and people by the example of 
his own zeal. Inftead of maintaining the lofty 
ftate of a monarch , diftinguished by the fplendor 
of his purple , and encompaffed by the golden 
shields of his guards, Julian folicited, with re- 
fpectful eagernefs, the meaneft offices which con- 
tributed to the worship of the gods. Amidfl: th# 
facred but licentious crowd of priefts, of inferior 
fninlfters , and of female dancers , who were dc- 
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CHAP, dicatcd to the fervice of ihe temple, it was the 
5CXIU. bufinefs of the emperor to bring the wood, to 
blow the fire , to handle the koife , to slaughter 
the victim , and thrufting his bloody hands into 
the bowels of ihe expiring animal, to draw forth 
the heart or liver , and to read , with the con- 
fummate skill of an harufpex , the imaginary figns 
of future events. The wi ft ft of the pagans cen- 
fured this extravagant fuperftition, which affected 
to defpife the reftraints of prudence and decency. 
Under the reign of a prince, who practifed the 
rigid maxims of oeconomy, the expence of re- 
ligious worship confumed a very large portion 
of the revenue ; a conftant fupply of the fcarceft 
and moft beautiful birds was tranfported from 
diftant climates , to bleed on the altars of the 
gods ; an hundred oxen were frequently facri- 
ficed by Julian on one and the fame day ; and it 
foon became a popular jeft , that if he should re- 
turn with conqueft from the Perfian war, the 
breed of horned cattle rauft infallibly be extin^- 
guiihed. Yet this expence may appear inconfi- 
derable , when it is compared with the fplendid 
prefents which were ofiered , either by the hand , 
or by order, of the emperbr, to all the celebrated 
places of devotion in the Roman world ; and 
with the fums allotted to repair and decorate the 
ancient temples, which had fuft'ered the filent 
decay of time , or the recent injuries of Chriftian 
rapine. Encouraged by the example, the exhort- 
ations, the liberality, of their pious fovereign, 
the cities and families refurned the practice 
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of their neglected ceremonies. ^* Every part of chap. 
35 the world, " exclaims Libanius, with devout xxiii. 
tranfport, *^ difplayed the triumph of religion; 
53 and the grateful profpect of flaming altars , 
53 bleeding victims , the fmoke of incenfc , and 
55 a folemn train of pricfts and prophets , with- 
es out fear and without danger. The found of 
55 prayer and of mufic was heard on the tops of 
5, the highcft mountains ; and the fame ox af- 
55 forded a facrifice for the gods, and a fupper 
53 for their joyous votaries ". " 

But the genius and power of Julian were unr Reforma- 
equal to the enterprife of reftoring a religion, ^'H^^^^^' 
which was deftitute of ^theological principles, of 
moral precepts , and of ecclcfiaftical difcipline ; 
which rapidly haflened to decay and diffolution , 
and was not fufccptible of any folid or confiftent 
reformation. The jurifdiction of the fuprcme 
pontiff, more cfpecially after that office had been 
united with the Imperial dignity, comprehended ,, 
the whole extent of the Roman empire. Julian 
named for his vicars , in the feveral provinces , 
the priefls and philosophers , whom he efteemed 
the bcfl qualified to co-operate in the execution 
of his great defign; and his paftoral letters '', 
if we may ufe that name , flill reprefent a very 
curious sketch of his wishes and intentions. He 
directs , that in every city the facerdotal order 
should be compofed, without any diftinction of 
birth or fortune, of thofe perfoos who were the 
moft confpicuous for their love of the gods , and 
of men. " Jf they arc guilty , " continues he , 
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eHAP. ,, of any fcandalous oflFencc, they should be ccn- 

xxni, ^^ fured or degraded by the fuperior pontiff ; 

„ but, as long as they retain their rank, they 

„ are entit'ed to the refpect of the naagiftrates 

„ and people. Their huroihty may be shewn in 

,, the plainnefs of their domtftic garb ; their 

,, dignity, in the pomp of holy veftmcnts. When 

„ they are fummoned in their turn to officiate 

„ before the altar, they ought iiot, during the 

,, appointed number of days , to depart from the 

j, precincts of the temple ; nor should a finglc 

„ day be fuffered to elapfe, without the prayers 

„ and the facrifice , which they are obliged to 

,, offer for the profperity of the ftate, and of in- 

,, dividuals. The exercife of their facred func- 

,, tions requires an imttaaculate purity , both of 

,, mind and body ; and even when they are dif- 

9, miffed from the temple to the occupations of 

„ common life , it is incumbent on them to 

V. 9, excel in decency and virtue the reft of their 

„ fellow -citizens The prieft of the gods should 

„ never be feen in theatres or taverns. His 

„ converfation should be chafte , his diet tem- 

„ perate , his friends of honourable reputation ; 

„ and, if he foroetimes vifits the Forum or the 

,, Palace, he should appear only as the advocate 

,, of thofe who have vainly folicited either juftice 

„ or mercy. His ftudies should be fuited to the 

,, fanctity of his profeffion. Licentious tales, 

„ or comedies , or fatires , muft be banished 

„ from his library; which ought folely to confift 

„ of hiftofical ai)id philofophical \^ritings , of 
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,^ hiftory which is founded in truth, and of phi- chap. 
„ lofophy which is connected with religion, xxni. 
,, The impious opinions of the Epicureans and 
„ Sceptics deferve his abhorrence and con- 
„ tempt '* ; but he should diligently ftudy the 
„ fyftems of Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the 
„ Stoics , which unanimously teach that there 
„ are gods ; that the world is governed by their 
,, providence; that t|ieir goodnefs is the fourcc 
,, of every temporal bleffing; and that they have 
,, prepared for the human foul a future ftate of 
„ reward or punishment. *' The Imperial pontiff 
inculcates, in the mod perfuafive language, the 
duties of benevolence and hofpitality ; exhorts 
his inferior clergy to recommend the univerfai 
practice of thofe virtues; promifes to affift their 
indigence from ^e public treafury; and declares 
his refolution of eftablishing hofpitals in every 
city , where the poor should be received without 
any invidious diftinction of country or of reli- 
gion. Julian beheld with envy the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the church; and he very 
frankly confeffes his intention to deprive the 
Chriftians of the applaufe, as well as advantage, 
which they had acquired by the exclufive practice 
of charity and beneficence **. The fame fpirit 
of imitation might difpofe the emperor to adopt 
feveral ecclefiaftical inftitutions, the ufe and im- 
portance of which were approved by the fuccefs 
of his enemies. But if thefe imaginary plans of 
reformation had been realized, the forced and 
imperfect copy would have been lefs beneficial 
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CHAP, to Paganifm, than honourable to Chriftianity **. 
xxm.. '£1^^ Gentiles, who peaceably followed the cuf- 
toms of their anceftors , were rather furprifed 
than pleafed with the introdugtion of foreign 
manners ; and , in the short period of his reign , 
Julian had frequent occafions to complain of the 
want of fervour of his own party *'. 
The phiio- The cnthufiafm of Julian prompted him to 
fophcrs. embrace the friends of Jupiter as his perfonal 
friends and/ brethren ; and though he partially 
overlooked the merit of Chriflian conftancy, he 
admired and rewarded the noble perfevcrance of 
thofe Gentiles who had preferred the favour of 
the gods to that of the emperor **. If they cul- 
tivated the literature, as well as the religion, of 
the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim to 
the friendship of Julian , who ranked the Mufes 
in the number of his tutelar deities. In the re- 
ligion which he had adopted, piety and learning 
were almoft fynonimous *' ; and a crowd of poets, 
of rhetoricians, and of philofophers , haftencd to 
the Imperial court, to occupy the vacant places 
of the bishops , who had feduced the credulity 
of Conftantius. His fucceffor efteemed the ties 
of common initiation as far more facred than 
thofe of confanguinity : he chofe his favourites 
among the fages , who were deeply skilled in the 
occult fciences of magic and divination ; and 
every impoftor, who pretended to reveal the fe- 
crets of futurity , was affured of enjoying the 
prefent hour in honour and affluence ^*. Among 
the philofophers 5 Maximus obtained the mofl 
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eminent rank in the friendship of his royal dif- cha?. 
ciple, who, communicated , with unreferved con- xxni. 
fidence , his actions , his fenciments , and his re- 
ligious deflgns, during the anxious fufpenfe of 
the civil war *'. As foon as Julian had takea 
poflefSon of the palace of Conftantinople , he dif- 
patched an honourable and prefling invitation to 
Maximus; who then rcfidcd at Sardes in Lydia, 
with Chryfanthius , the aflbciate of his art and 
ftudies. The prudent and fuperftitious Chry- 
fanthius refufed to undertake a journey which 
shewed itfelf, according to the rules of divina- 
tion , with the moft threatening and malignant 
afpect : but his companion ^ whofe fanaticifm was 
of a bolder caft, perfifted in his interrogations, ' 
till he had extorted from the gods a feeming 
corifent to his own wishes, and thofe of the em- 
peror. The journey of Maximus through the 
cities of Afia , difplayed the triumph of philo- 
fophic vanity; and the magiftrates vied with 
each other in the honourable reception which 
they prepared for the friend of their fovereign. 
Julian was pronouncing an * oration before the 
fenate, when he was informed of the arrival of 
Maximus. The emperor immediately interrupted 
his difcourfe , advanced to meet him , and , after ' 
a tender embrace, conducted him by the hand 
into the midft of the affembly: where he publicly 
acknowledged the benefits which he had derived 
from the inftructions of the philofopher. Maxi- 
mus *' , who foon acquired the confidence , and 
influenced the councils, of Julian, was infenfibly 
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CHAP, corrupted by the temptations of z court. His 
^^^^ drefs became more fplendid , his demeanour more 
lofty, and he was expofed, under a fucceeding 
reign , to a difgraceful inquiry into the means 
by which the difciple of Plato h^d accumulated , 
in the short duration of his favour, a veir fcan- 
dalous proportion of wealth. Of the other phi- 
lofophers and fophifts , who were invited to the 
Imperial refidence by the choice of Julian , or by 
the fuccefs of Maximus, few were able to pre- 
ferve their innocence , or their reputation *'. The 
liberal gifts of money , lands , and houfes , were 
infufficient to fatiate their rapacious avarice; and 
the indignation of the people was juftly excited 
by the remembrance of their abject poverty and 
difmterefted profeffions. The penetration of Ju- 
lian could not always be deceived : but he was 
unwilling to defpife the characters of thofc men 
whofe talents defcrved his efteem; he defired to 
efcape the douBle reproach of imprudence and 
inconftancy ; and he was apprehenfive of degrad- 
ing, in the eyes of the profane, the honour of 
letters and of religion *'. 
Conter- The favour of Julian was almoft equally dl- 

fioni. vided between the Pagans , who had firmly ad- 

hered to the worship of their anceftors, and the 
Chriftians , who prudently embraced the religion 
of their fovereign. The acquifition of new pro- 
fely tes *' gratified the ruling paflions of his foul , 
fuperftition and vanity ; and he was heard to 
declare , with the enthufiafm of a miffionary , 
that if he could render each individual richer 
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than Midas, and every city greater than Babylon^ chap. 
he should, not efteem himfelf the benefactor of xxhl 
mankind , unlefs , at the fame time , he could 
reclaim his fubjects from their impious revolt 
againft the immortal gods '*. A prince , who 
had ftudied human nature , and who poflefled the 
treafures of the Roman empire, could adapt his 
arguments , his promifes , and his rewards , to 
every order of Chriftians '^; and the jmerit of a 
feafonable converfion was allowed to fupply the 
defects of a candidate, or even to expiate the 
guilt of a criminal. As the army is the mod ^ 
forcible engine of abfolute power, Julian applied 
himfelf, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the 
religion of his troops , without whofe hearty 
concurrence every meafure muft be dangerous 
and unfuccefsful ; and the natural temper of fol- 
diers made this conqueft as eafy as it was im- 
portant. The legions of Gaul devoted them- 
felves to the faith, as well as to the fortunes, of 
their victorious leader ; and even before the 
death of Conftantius , he had the fatisfaction of 
announcing to his friends,, that they aflifted with 
fervent devotion, and voracious appetite, at the 
facrifices, which Were repeatedly offered in his 
camp , of whole hecatombs of fat oxen ^*. The 
armies of the Eaft, which had been trained un- 
der the ftandard of the crofs, and of Conftantius , 
required a more artful and expenfive mode of 
perfuafion. On the days of folemn and public 
feftivals, the emperor received the homage, and 
rewarded the merit, of the troops^ His throae 
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CHAP, of ftate was encircled with the military enfigns 
*XUL of Rome and the republic ; the holy name of 
Chrift was erazed irom the Labarum ,• and the 
fymbols of war , of majcfly , and of pagan fupcr- 
ftition , were fo dexterously blended , that the 
faithful fubject incurred the guilt of idolatry, 
•when he refpecthjlly faluted the perfon or image 
of his fovereign. The foldiers pafled fucceffively 
in review i and each of them, before he received 
from the hand of Julian a liberal donative , pro- 
portioned to his rank and fervices , was required 
^ to caft a few grains of incenfe into the flame 
which burnt upon the altar. Some ChriAiah 
confefiTors might refift, and others might repent; 
but the far greater number, allured by the pro- 
fpect of gold , and awed by the prefence of the 
emperor, contracted the criminal engagement; 
and their future perfeverancc in the won hip of 
the gods was enforced by every confideration of 
duty and of intereft. By the frequent repetition 
of thefe arts, and at the expence of fums which 
would have purchafed the fervice of half the 
nations, of Scythia , Julian gradually acquired for 
his troops the imaginary protection of the gods, 
and for himfelf the firm and effectual fupport of 
the Roman legions ". It is indeed more than 
probable , that the refloration and encouragement 
of Paganifm revealed a multitude of pretended 
Chriftians, who, from motives of temporal ad- 
vantage , had acquiefced in the religion of the 
former reign; and ^yho afterwards returned, with 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 79 

the fame flexibility of confcience , to the faith chaf. 
which was profeffed by the fucceffors of Julian. xxiii. 

While the devout monarch inceffantlyjaboured The Jews. 
to reftore and propagate the religion of his an- 
ccftors, he embraced the extraordinary defign of 
rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem. In a pub- 
lic epiftle ^* to the nation or community of the 
Jews, difperfed through the provinces, he pities 
their misfortunes , .condemns their oppreflbrs , 
praifes their conftancy , declares himfelf their 
gracious protector , and expreffes a pious hope , 
that after his return from the Perfian war, he 
may be permitted to pay his grateful vqws to 
the Almighty in his holy city of Jerufalem. 
The blind fuperftition, and abject slavery, of 
thofe unfortunate exilea, muft excite the con- 
tempt of a philofophic emperor; but they de- 
ferved the friendship of Julian , by their impla- 
cable hatred of the Chriftian name. The barren 
fynagogue abhorred and envied the fecundity of 
the rebellious church : the power of the J6w5 
was not equal to their malice ; but their graved 
rabbis approved the private murder of an apo- 
flate ^*; and their feditious clamours had often 
awakened the indolence of the pagan magiftrates. 
Under the reign of Conftan tine, the Jews became 
the fubjects %f their revolted children , nor was 
it long before they experienced the bitternefs of 
domeftic tyranny. The civil immunities which 
had been granted, or confirmed, by Severus, 
were gradually repealed by the Chriftian princes ; 
and a rash tumult, c:!cited by the Jews of 
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CHAP. 
tXUL 



Icifu&lem. 



Paleftine *' , feemcd to juftify the lucrative modes 
of oppreffion, which were invented by the bishops 
and eunuchs of the court of Conftantius. The 
Jewish patriarch , who was ftill permitted to 
cxercife a precarious jurifdiction , held his refi- 
dence at Tiberias ^'; and the neighbouring cities 
of Paleftine were filled with the remains of a 
people, who fondly adhered to the promifed land. 
But the edict of Hadrian was renewed and en- 
forced; and they viewed from afar the walls of 
the holy city , which were profaned in their eyes 
by the triumph of the crofs, and the devotion of 
the Chriftians '*. 

In the midft of a rocky and barren country , 
the walls of Jerufalem '* inclofed the two moun- 
tains of Sion and Acra , within an oval figure of 
about three English miles **. Towards the fouth , 
the upper town , and the fortrefs of David , were 
erected on the lofty afcent of Mount Sion: on 
the north fide, the buildings of the lower town 
covered the fpacious fummit of Mount Acra ; 
and a part of the hill , diftinguished by the name 
of Moriah , and levelled by human induftry , 
was crowned with the ftately temple of the Jewish 
nation. After the final deftruction of the tem- 
ple, by the arms of Titus and Hadrian, a plough- 
share was drawn over the confecmted ground , 
as a fign of perpetual interdiction. Sion was 
deferted: and the vacant fpace of the lower city 
was filled with the public and private edifices 
of the £lian colony , which fpread therafelves 
over the adjacent hill of Calvary, The holy 
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places were polluted with monuments of idolatry; chap. 
apd, either from defign or accident, a chapel was ^^"* 
dedicated to Venus, on the fpot which had been 
fanctified by the death and refurrection of Chrift **. 
Almoft three hundred years after thofe ftupendous 
events, the profane chapel of Venus was demo- 
lished by the order oFConftantine; and the re« 
moval of the earth and ftones revealed the holy 
fepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A magnificent 
church was erected on that my ftic* ground, by the 
firfl; Chriftian emperor; and the effects of his pious 
munificence were extended to every fpot , which 
had been confecrated by the footfteps of patriarchs, 
of prophets, and of the Son of God *'. 

The paffionate defire of contemplating the ori- Piigfirti* 
ginal monuments of the redemption , attracted to *^"' 
Jerufalera a fucceffive Crowd of pilgrims, from the 
shores of the Atlantic ocean, and the raoft diftant 
countries of the Eaft ** ; and their piety was au- . 
thorifed by the example of the emprefs Helena; 
who appears to have united the credulity of age 
with the warm feeling' of a recent conycrfion. 
Sages and heroes , who have vifited the memorable 
fcenes of ancient wifdom or glory, have confeffed 
the infpiration of the genius of the place *"; and 
the Chriftian , who knelt before the holy fe- 
pulchre, afcribed his lively faith, and his fervent 
devotion , to the more immediate influence of the 
Divine fpirit. The zeal, perhaps the avarice, of 
the clergy of Jeruf^lem , cherished aqd multiplied 
thefc beneficial vifits. They fixed, by unqueftion* 
able tradition , the fcene of each piemorable event 

Vol. iv: F 
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CHAP. They exhibited the inftruments which had 
^^^"* been ufed in the paffion of Chrift; |the nails 
and the lance that had pierced his hands, his 
feet , and his fide ; the crown of thorns that 
was planted on his head ; the pillar at which he 
was icourged: and, above all, they shewed the 
crofs on which he fufFered, and which was dug 
out of the earth in the reign of thofc prince? , 
who inferted the fymbol of Chriftianity in the 
banners of the Roman legions *\ Such miracles, 
as feemed neceffary to account for its extraor- 
dinary prefervation , and feafonable difcovery, 
were gradually propagated without oppofition. 
The cuftody of the true crofs ^ which on Eafter 
Sunday was folcmnly expofed to the people , 
was entrufted to the bishop of Jerufalem ; and 
he alone might gratify the curious devotion of 
the pilgrims, by the gift of fmall pieces, which 
they enchafed in gold or gems, and carried away 
in triumph to their refpective countries. But as 
this gainful branch of commerce muft foon have 
been annihilated , it was found convenient to 
fuppofe , that the marvellous wood poffeffed a 
fecret power of vegetation ; and that its fubftance , 
though continually diminished, ftill remained en- 
tire and unimpaired **. It might perhaps have 
been expected, that the influence of the place, 
and the belief of a perpetual miracle , should have 
produced fome falutary effects on the morals, as 
well as on the faith, of the* people. Yet the 
moft refpectable of the ecclefiaftical writers have 
been obliged to confels, not only that the (Greets 
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CHAP. 

xxm. 



tempts to 
rebuild thi 



of Jerufalem were filled with the inceffant tumult 
of bufinefs and pleafure " , but that every fpecies 
of vice, adultery, theft, idolatry, poifoning, 
murder , was familiar to the inhabitants of the 
holy city *^. The wealth and pre-eminence of 
the church of Jerufalem excited the ambition of 
Arian , as well as orthodox , candidates ; and the . 
virtues of Cyril, who, fince his death, has been 
honoured with the title of Saint, were difplayed 
in the exercife^ rather than in the acquifition, of 
his epifcopal dignity *'. 

The vain and ambitious mind of Julian might JuHati at 
afpire to reftore the ancient glory of the temple 
of Jerufalem '*. As the Cliriftians were firmly tcmpie- 
perfuaded that a fentence of everlafting deflruc- 
tion had been pronounced againft the whole fabric 
of the Mofaic law , the Imperial fophift would 
have converted the fuccefs of his undertaki*ng 
into a fpecious argument againft the faith of 
prophecy , and the truth of revelation ^". He 
was difpleafed with the fpiritual worship of the 
fynagogue; but he approved the inftitutions of 
Mofes, who had not difdained to adopt many of 
the rites and ceremonies of Egypt ^*. The local 
and national deity of the Jews was fincerely 
adored by a polytheift , who defired only to mul- 
tiply the number of the gods '* ; and fuch was 
the appetite of Julian for bloody facrifice, that 
his emulation might be excited by the piety of 
Solomon , ^who had offered , at the feaft of the 
dedication, twenty -two thoufand oxen, and one 
hundred and twenty thoufand sheep ^\ Thefo^ 

F 2 



^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



84 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, confiderations might influence his defigns ; but 
xxiii. |i^g profpect of an immediate and important ad- 
vantage, would not fufFer the impatient monarch 
to expect the remote and uncertain event of the 
Perfian war. He refolved to erpct, without de- 
lay, on the commanding eminence of Moriah, a 
ftately temple, which might echpfe the fplendor 
of the church of the Refurrection on the adja- 
cent hill of Calvary ; to cftablish an order of 
priefts , whofe interefted zeal would detect the 
arts, and refift the ambition, of their Chriftian 
rivals; and to invite a numerous colony of Jews, 
whofe ftern fanaticifm would be always prepared 
to fecond , and even to anticipate , the hoftile 
m^fures of the pagan government. Among the 
friends of the emperor ( if the names of emperor 
and of friend are n6t incompatible) *the firft 
place was afligned, by Julian himfelf, to the vir- 
tuous and learned Alypius ^\ The humanity of 
Alypius was tempered by fcvere juftice , and 
manly fortitude ; and while he exercifed his abi- 
lities in the civil adminiftration of Britain , he 
imitated , in his poetical compofitions , the har- 
mony and foftnefs of the odes of Sappho. This 
minifter, to whom Julian communicated, with- 
out referve , his moft carelefs levities , and his 
rooft ferious counfels, received an extraordinary 
commiifion to reftore , in its priftine beauty, the 
temple of Jerufalem ; and the diligence of Aly- 
pius required and obtained the ftrenuous fupport 
of the governor of Palcftine. At the call of their 
great deliverer , the Jews , from all the provinces 
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of the empire, affembled on the holy mountain chap. 
of their fathers; and their infolent triumph alarm- xxiii. 
ed and exafperated the Chriftian inhabitants of 
Jerufalem. The defire of rebuilding the temple 
has, in every age, been the ruling paflion of the 
children of Ifrael. In this propitious moment 
the men forgot their avarice, and the women 
their delicacy; fpades and pickaxes of filver were"*-^ 
provided by the vanity of the rich , and the rub- 
bish was tranfported in mantles of filk and purple. 
Every purfc was opened in 'liberal contributions, j 
every hand claimed a share in the pious labour; 
and the commands of a great monarch were 
executed by the enthufiafm of a whole people ''\ 

Yet, on this occafion, the joint efforts of The enter- 
power and enthufiafm were unfuccefsful ; and p"^^ " ^^- 
thc ground of the Jewish temple , which is now * 

covered by a Mahometan mofque ^* , ftill con- 
tinued to exhibit the fame edifying* fpcctacle of 
ruin and defolation. Perhaps the abfence and 
death of the emperor , and the new maxims of a 
Chriftian reign , might explain the interruption 
of an arduous work, which was attempted only 
in the laftfix months of the life of Julian ^^ 
But the Chriftians entertained a natural and 
pious expectation, that, in this memorable con- 
tcft, the honour of religion would be vindicated 
by fome fignal miracle. An earthquake, a whirl- 
wind , and a fiery eruption , which overturned 
and fcattered the new foundations of the temple, 
are atteftcd, with fome variations, by contem- 
porary and rcfpectable evidence '*. This public 
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CTiAP. event is defcribed by Ambrofe '*, bishop of Mi- 
xxni. jaj^ ^ in aj, epiftle to the emperor Theodofius , 
which muft provoke the fovere animadverfion of 
the Jews ; by the eloquent Chryfoftom **, who 
might appeal to the memory of the elder part of 
his congregation at Antioch ; and by Gregory 

perhaps by Naz'anzen '\ who published his account of the 

aprxter. „niiracle before the expiration of the fame year. 

event. 'The laft of thefe writers has boldly declared , 
that this praeternatural event was not difputed by 
the infidels; and his affertion, ftrange as it may 
feem, is confirmed by the unexceptionable tefti- 
mony o/ Ammianus Marcellinus ". The phild- 
fophic foldier, who loved the virtues, without 
adopting the prejudices , of his mafter, has re- 
corded, in his judicious and candid hiflory of 
hh own times, the extraordinary obftacles which 
interrupted the reftoration of the temple of Jeru- 
lalem. ,, Whilft Alypius, aflifted by the go- 
5, vernor of the province, urged, w«^h vigour 
„ and diligence , the execution of the work , 
/ „ horrible balls of fire breaking out near the 
,, foundations , with frequent and reiterated at- 
„ tacks , rendered the place , from time to time , 
„ inacceflible to the fcorched and blafted work- 
„ men ; and the victorious element continuing 
,, in this manner obftinately and refolutely bent, 
,, as it were, to drive them to a diftance, the 
,, undertaking was abandoned. " Such authority 
should fatisfy a believing, and muft aftonish an 
incredulous, mind. Yet a philofopher may ftill 
require the^ original evidence of impartial and 
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intelligent fpectators. At this Important crifis, chap. 
any fingular accident of nature would affume the ^^^^'* 
appearance , and produce the effects , of a real 
prodigy. This glorious deliverance would . be 
ipeedily improved and magnified by the pious art 
of the clergy of Jerufalem, and the active cre- 
dulity of the Chriftian world; and, at the diftance 
of twenty years, a Roman hiftorian, carelefs of 
theological difputes , might adorn his work with 
the fpecious and fplendid miracle *\ 

The refloration of the Jewish temple *was fe- Partiiiity 
cretly connected with the ruin of the Chriftian «»^''"***'^' 
church. Julian ftill continued to maintain the 
freedom of religious worship, without diftinguish- 
ing, whether this univerfal toleration proceeded 
from his juftice, or his clemency. He affected^ 
to pity the unhappy Chriftians, who were mif- 
taken in the moll important object of their lives ; . 
but his pity was degraded by contempt, his con- 
tempt was embittered by hatred ; and the fen- 
tiinents of Julian were expreffed in a ftyle of 
farcaftic wit, which inflicts a deep and deadly 
wound, whenever it ilTues from the mouth of a 
fovereign. As he was fenfible that the Chriftians 
gloried in the name of their Redeemer , he coun- 
tenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the ufe of the 
lefe honourable appellation of G A L i L JE A N s '*. 
He declared , that , by the folly of the Galilseans, 
whom he defcribes as a feet of fanatics, contempt- 
ible to men , and odious to the gods , the empire 
had been reduced to the brink of deftruction; 
and he iniinuates in a public edict, that % frantic 
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CHAP, patient might fometimes be cured by falutary 
xxuu violence ". An ungenerous diftinction was ad- 
mitted into the mind and counfels of Julian , that, 
according to the difference of their religious fen- 
tiracnts , one part of his fubjects deferved his 
favour and friendship, while the other was enti- 
tled only to the common benefits that his juftice 
could not refufe to an obedient people *\ Ac- 
cording to a principle, pregnant with mifchief 
and oppreflfion, the emperor transferred, to the 
pontiffs of his own religion, the management of 
the liberal allowances from the public revenue , 
which had been granted to the church by the 
piety of Conftantine and his fons. The prdud 
iyftem of clerical honours and immunities , which 
had been conftructed with fo much art and la- 
bour, was levelled to the ground; the hopes of 
teftamentary donations were intercepted by the 
rigour of the laws; and the priefts.of the Chrif- 
tian feet were confounded with the laft and moft 
ignominious clafs of the people. Such of thefe 
regulations as appeared neceffary to check the 
ambition and avarice of the ecclefiaftics , were 
foon afterwards imitated by the wifdom of an 
orthodox prince. The peculiar diftinctions which 
policy has beftowed , or fuperftition has lavished , 
on the facerdotal order, muji be confined to thofe 
priefts who profefs the religion of the flate. 
But the will of the legislator was not exempt from 
prejudice and paflion; and it was the object of 
the infidious policy of Julian , to deprive the 
• Chriftia^s of all the temporal honours and 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 89 

advantages which rendered them refpectable in chap* 
the eye^ of the world ". xxiii. 

A juft and fevere ccnfure has been inflicted Hcprohi- 
on the law which prohibited the Chriflians from Jhriftiant 
teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric "♦ from 
The motives alleged by the emperor to juftify fghoolsf 
this partial and oppreffive meafure, might com- 
mand, during his life- time, the filence of slaves 
and the applaufe of flatterers. Julian abufes the 
ambiguous meaning of a word which might be 
indifferently Spplied ^p the language and the re- 
ligion of the Greeks : he contemptuously ob- 
ferves , that the riien who exalt the merit of im- 
plicit faith are unfit to claim or to enjoy the 
advantages of fcience; and he vainly contends, 
that if they refufe to adore the gods of Homer 
and Eftmofthenes , they ought to ' content them- 
felves with expounding Luke and Matthew in the 
churches of the Galilaeans '*. In all the cities 
of the Roman world , the education of the youth 
was entrufted to mafters of grammar and rhe- 
toric ; who were elected by the magiftrates , 
maintained at the public expence, and diftin- 
guished by many lucrative and honourable pri- 
vileges. The edict of Julian appears to have 
included the phyficians , and profeffors of all the 
liberal arts ; and the emperor , who referved to 
himfelf the approbation of the candidates , was 
authorifed by the laws to corrupt, or to punish, 
the religious conftaflcy of the moft learned of the 
Chriftians ***. As foon as the refignation of the 
more obftinate ^': ' teachers had eftablished the 
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CHAP. 

xxiir. 



Difgrace 
and op- 
preffion of 
the ChriG' 
tians. 



unrivalled dominion of the Pagan fophlfts , Julian 
invited the rifing generation to refort with free- 
dom to the public fchools , in a juft confidence , 
that their tender minds would receive the im- 
preffions of literature and idolatry. If the greateft 
part of the Ghriftian youth should be deterred 
by their own fcruples, or by thofe of their pa- 
rents , from accepting this dangerous mode of 
inftruction, they muft , at the fame time, relin- 
guish the benefits of a liberal education. Julian 
had reafon to expect that , in the i^ace of a few 
years , the church would rclapfe into its primae- 
val fimplicity , and that the theologians, who 
poffeffed an adequate share of the learning and 
eloquence of the age , would be fucceeded by a 
generation of blind and ignorant fanatics, incapable 
of defending the truth of their own principTes , or 
of expofing the various follies of Polytheifm **. 

It was undoubtedly the \\rish and the defign of 
Julian to deprive the Chriftians of the advantages 
of wealth, of knowledge, and of power; but the 
injuftice of excluding them from all offices of 
truft and profit , feems to have been the refult of 
his general policy , rather than the immediate 
confequence of any pofitive Jaw *'. Superior 
merit might deferve, and obtain, fome extraor- 
didary exceptions; but the greater part of the 
Chriftian officers were gradually removed from 
their employments in the flate, the army, and the 
provinces. The hopes of futare candidates were 
extinguished by iht declared partiality of a 
prince, who maliciously reminded them, that it 



> 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 9% 

was unlawful for a Chriftian to ufe the fword, chaf. 
cither, of juftice, or, of war: and who ftudi- ^^^^'' 
ously. guarded the camp and the tribunals with 
the enfigns of idolatry. The powers of govern- 
ment were entrufted to the Pagans , who pro- 
feffed an ardent zeal for the religion of their 
anceftors; and as the choice of the emperor was 
often directed by the rules of divination , the 
favourites whom he preferred as the moft agree-^ 
able to the gods, did not always obtain the ap- 
probation of mankind '*. Under the admini- 
ftration of their enemies , the Chriftians had much 
to fufFer , and more to apprehend. The temper 
of Julian was averfe to cruelty; and the care of 
his reputation, which was expofed to the eyes of 
the univerfe , reftrained the philofophic monarch 
from violating the laws of juftice and toleration , 
which he himfelf had fo recently eftablished. 
But the provincial minifters of his authority were 
placed in a lefs confpicuous ftation. In the 
exercife of arbitrary power, they confulted the 
wishes, rather than the commands, of their fove- 
reign ; and ventured to exercife a fecret and vexa- 
tious tyranny againft the fectaries , on whom they 
were not permitted to confer the honours of 
martyrdom. The emperor , who difTembled , as 
long as poffible, his knowledge of the injuftice 
that was exercifed in his name, exprefied his real 
fenfe of the conduct of his officers, by gentle 
reproofs and fubftantial rewards '^ 

The moft effectual inftrument of oppreflGon, 
with which they were armed , was the law that 
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CHAP, obliged the Chriftians to make full and ample 
XXIII. fatisfaction for the temples which they had de- 

They are v, . . 

condemn- ftroycd undct the preceding reign. The zeal of 
ed to re- ^j^g triumphant church had not always expected 
Pagan the fauctioH of the public authority ; and the 
temples, bishops, who were fecure of impunity, had often 
marched, at the head of their congregations, to 
attack and demolish the fortrefTes of the prince 
of darknefs. The confecrated lands, which had 
encreafed the patrimony of the fovereign or of 
the clergy , were clearly defined , and eafily re- 
ftored. But on thefe lands, and on the ruins of 
^Pagan fuperftition , the Chriftians had frequently 
erected their own religious edifices : and as it 
was neceffary to remove the church before the 
temple could be rebuilt , the juftice and piety of 
the ejnperor were applauded by one party, while 
the other deplored and execrated his facrilegious 
violence *\ After the ground was cleared, the 
reftitution of thofe ftately ftructures, which had 
been levelled with the duft; and of the precious 
ornaments , which had been converted to Chrif- 
tian ufes ; fwelled into a very large account of 
damages and debt. The authors of the injury 
had neither the ability nor the inclination to dif- 
charge this accumulated dem^ind : and the im- 
partial wifdom of a legislator would have been 
difplayed in balancing the adverfe claims and 
complaints, by an equitably and temperate ar- 
bitration. But the whole empire, and particu- 
larly the Eaft, was thrown into confufion by the 
rash edicts of Julian; and the Pagan magiftratcs , 
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inflamed by zeal and revenge , abufed the rigorous chap. 
privilege of the Roman law; which fubftitutes, ^ "^' 
in the place of his inadequate property, the perfon 
of the infolvent debtor. Under the preceding 
reign , Mark , bishop of Arethufa *' , had la- 
boured in the converfion of his people with arms 
more effectual than thofe of perfuafion **.. The 
inagiftrates required the full value of a temple 
which had been dcftroyed by his intolerant zeal: 
but as they were fatisficd of his poverty, they 
defired only to bend his inflexible fpirit to the 
promife of the slighted compenfation. They 
apprehended the aged prelate , they inhumanly 
fcourged him , they tore his beard ; and his 
naked body, anointed with honey, was fufpended, 
in a net, between heaven and earth, and ex- 
pofed to the ftin^s of infects and the rays of a 
Syrian Sun '\ From this lofty ftation, Mark 
flill perfifted to glory in his crime , and to infult 
the impotent rage of his perfecutors. He was at 
length refcued from their hands , and difmifled 
to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The 
Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con- 
fefTor; the catholics ambitiously claimed his al- 
liance "* ; and the Pagans, who might be fuf- 
ceptible of shame or remorfe, were deterred from 
the repetition of fuch unavailing cruelty *". Ju- , 
lian fpared his life: but if the bishop of Are- 
thufa had faved the infancy of Julian ^'* , pofte- 
rity will condemn the ingratitude, inftead of 
praifing the clemency, of the emperor. 
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CHAP. At the diftance of five miles from Antioch , 
XXIII. ^i^g Macedonian kines of Syria had confecrated to 

The tem- ah rini 

pie and fa- ApoIIo onc of the moft elegant places of devotion 
crcd grove [^ (j^q Pagan wofld '''\ ' A magnificent temple 
rofe in honour of the god of light ; and his Co- 
lofTal figure "* almoft filled the capacious fanctuary, 
which -was enriched with gold and gems, and 
adorned by the skill of the Grecian artifts. The 
deity was reprefented in a bending attitude , with 
a golden cup in his hand , pouring out a libation 
on the earth ; as if he fupplicated thewenerable 
mother to give to his arms the cold and beauteous 
Daphne: for the fpot was ennobled by fiction; 
and the fancy of the Syrian poets had tranfported 
the amorous tale from the banks of the Peneus 
to thofe of the Orontes. The ancient rites of 
Greece were imitated by the royal colony of 
Atttioch. A ftream of prophecy, which rivalled 
the truth and reputation of the Delphic oracle, 
flowed from the Cqftalian fountain of Daphne '*^ 
In the adjacent fields a ftadium was built by a 
fpecial privilege "*, which had been purchafed 
from Elis ; the Olympic games were celebrated at 
the expence of the city ; and a revenue of thirty 
thoufand pounds fterling was annually applied to 
the public pleafures "^ The perpetual refort of 
pilgrims and fpectators infenfibly formed, in the 
neighbourhood of the temple , the ftately and 
populous villapre of Daphne , which emulated the 
fplendor, without acquiring the title, of a pro- 
vincial city. The temple and the village were 
deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels and 
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cypreffes , which reached as far as a circumfe- chap. 
rcnce of ten miles , and formed in the moft fultry xxiii. 
fummers a cool and impenetrable shade. A 
thoufand ftreams df the pureft water , iffuing 
from every hill , prefcrved the verdure of the 
earth , and the temperature of the air ; the fenfes 
were gratified with harmonious founds and aro- 
matic odours; and the peaceful grove was con. * 
fecrated to health and joy , to luxury and love. 
The vigorous youth purfued , like Apollo, the 
object of his defires ; and the blushing maid was 
warned, by the fate of Daphne, to shun the folly 
of unfeafonable coynefs. The foldier and the 
philofopher wifely avoided the temptation of this 
fenfual paradife '*' ; where picafure, afluming the 
character of religion, imperceptibly diffolved the 
firmnefs of manly virtue. But the groves of 
Daphne continued for many ages to enjoy the 
veneration of natives and ftrangers ; the privi- 
leges of the holy ground were enlarged by the 
munificence of fucceeding emperors ; and every 
generation added new ornaments to the fplendor 
of the temple '°*. 

When Julian , on the day of the annual fefti- Neglect 
val, haftened to adore the Apollo of Daphne, H^J^""^^' 
his devotion was raifed to the higheft pitch of Daphne. 
eagernefs and impatience. His lively imagina- 
tion anticipated the grateful pomp of victims , of 
libations, and of incenfe; a long proccffion of 
youths and virgins, clothed in wjiite robes, the 
iymbol of their innocence ; and the tumultuous 
concourfe of an innumerable people. But the 
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CHAP. 2eal of Antioch was diverted, fince the reien of 

XXIII. .... . 

Chriftianity , into a different channel. Inftead 
of hecatombs of fat oxen facrificed by the tribes 
of a wealthy city , to their tutelar deity , the em- 
peror complains that he found only a fingle 
goofe, provided at the expence of a prieft, the 
pale and folitary inhabitant of this decayed tem- 
ple "\ The altar was deferted , the oracle had 
been reduced to filence, and the holy ground 
was profaned by the introduction of Chriftian 
and funereal rites. After Babylas '" (a bishop 
of Antioch , who died in prifon in the perfecu- 
tion of Decius) had refted near a century in his 
grave, his body, by the order of the Caefar Cal- 
lus, was tranfported into the midft of the grove 
of Daphne. A magnificent church was erected 
over his remains; a portion of the facred lands 
/ was ufurped for the maintenance of the clergy, 
and for the burial of the Chriftians of Antioch, 
who were ambitious of lying at the feet of their 
bishop; and the priefts of Apollo retired, with 
their affrighted and indignant votaries. As foon 
as another revolution feemed to reftore the for- 
tune of Paganifm , the church of St. Babylas was 
demolished , and new buildings were added to 
the mouldering edifice which had been raifed by 
the. piety of Syrian kings. But the firft and 
moft ferious care of Julian was to deliver his 
opprefled deity from the odious prefence of the 
dead and living Chriftians , who had fo effectually 
fuppreffed the voice of fraud or enthufiafm "*. 

The ^ 
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The fcene of infection was purified, according to chap* 
the forms of ancient rituals ; the bodies were de- „''^"^; 

'. . Removal 

cently removed; and the minifters of the church of the dead 
were permitted to convey the remains of St. *>o^^^^» 
Baby las to their former habitation within the walls AagratTon 
of Antioch. The modeft behaviour which might ofthetem^ 
have affuaged the jealoufy of an hoftile govern^ ^^* 
ment, was neglected on this occafion by the zeal' 
of the Chriftians. The lofty car, that tranfported 
the relics of Babylas , was followed, and accom^^ 
panicd , and received, by an innumerable muU 
titude; who chanted, with thundering acclama-^ 
tions, the Pfalms of David the moft expreflive 
of their contempt for idols and idolaters. Th^ 
return of the faint was a triumph; and the triumph 
was an infalt on the religion of the emperor , 
who exerted his pride to diffemble his refentment. 
During the night which terminated this itidifcreet 
proceflTion , the temple of Daphne was in flames ; 
the ftatue of Apollo was confumed ; and the 
walls of the edifice were left a naked and awful 
monument of ruin. The Chriftians of Antioch 
afferted , with religious confidence , that the 
powerful interceflion of St. Babylas had pointed 
the lightnings of heaven againft the devoted roof: 
but as Julian was reduced to the alternative, of 
believing either a crime or a niiradle, he chofe ^ 
without hefitation, without evidence, but with 
fome colour of probability, to impute the fire of 
Daphne to the revenge of the Galil^eans "'. 
Their offence , had it been fufficiently proved ^ . 
might have juftified the retaliation , which was * 
Vol. IV. G 
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CHAP, immediately executed by the order of Julian, of 

XXIII. shutting the doors, and confifcating the wealth, 

sho'ts'tbe of the Cathedral of Antioch. To difcover the 

cathedral criminals who were guilty of the tumult , of the 

• \ntioc . g^^ ^ ^^ ^£ fecreting the riches of the church , fe- 

veral ecclefiaftics were tortured"*; and a presbyter, 

of the name of Theodore t , was beheaded by the 

fentence of the Count of the Eaft. But this hafty 

act was blamed by the emperor; who lamented, 

with real or afifected concern , that the imprudent 

zeal of his minifters would tarnish his reign with 

the difgrace of perfecution "^ 

The zeal of the minifters of Julian was in- 
ftantly checked by the frown of their fovereign ; 
but when the father of his country declares him- 
felf the leader of a faction , the licence of popular 
fury cannot eafily be'reftrained, nor confiftently 
punished. Julian, in a public compofition, ap- 
plauds the devotion and loyalty of the holy cities 
of Syria, whofe pious inhabitants had deftroyed, 
at the firft fignal , the fepulchres of the Gali- 
teans ; and faintly complains , that they had re- 
venged the injuries of the gods with lefs mode- 
ration than he should have recommended "*. 
This imperfect and reluctant confeffion may ap- 
pear to confirm the ecclcfiaftical narratives ; that 
in the cities of Gaza , Afcalon, (Saefarea, Helio- 
polis, etc. the Pagans abufed, without prudence 
or remorfe, the moment of their profperity; that 
the unhappy objects of their cruelty were releafed 
; from torture only by death ; that as their man- 
* ^ glcd bodies Were dragged through the ftreets , 
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they were pierced (fuch was the univerfal rage) ChAp* 
by the fpits of cooks , and the diftafFs of enraged xxiti; 
womcrt; and that the entrails of Chriftian priefts 
and virgins , after they had been tafted by thofe 
bloody fanatics, were mixed with barley, and 
contemptuously thrown to the unclean animals of 
the city "^. Such fcenes of religious madnefs ex- 
hibit the moft contemptible and odious picture of 
human nature ; but the maCTacre of Alexandria 
attracts ftill more attention, from the certainty 
of the fact, the rank of the victims, and the 
fplendour of the capital of Egypt. 

George "', from his parents or his education, Geoi^? c of 
furnamed the Cappadocian, was born at Epiphania Cappado- 
in Cilicia , in a fuller's shop. From this obfcure 
and fervile origin he raifed himfelf by the talents 
of a parafite : and the patrons, whom he afliduously 
flattered i procured for their worthlefs dependent 
a lucrative commiffion , or contract , to fupply the 
army with baCon. His employment was mean : he 
rendered it infamous; He accumulated wealth by 
the bafeft arts of fraud and corruption ; but his 
malverfations were fo notorious, that George was 
compelled to efcape from the purfuits of juftice. 
After this difgrace, in which he appears to hav6 
faved his fortune at the expence of his honour ^ 
he embraced, with real or affected zeal, the pro- 
feflion of Arianifm. From the love, or the often- 
tatioij, of learning, he collected a Valuable library 
of hiftory, rhetoric, philofophy. and theology*"; 
and the choice of the prevailing faction promoted 
George of Ga^padocia to the throne of Athanafius. 

G t 
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CHAP. The entrance of the new archbishop was that of 
xxm. a Barbarian conqueror; and each moment of his 
reign was polluted by cruelty and avarice. The 
Catholics of Alexandria and Egypt were aban- 
doned to a tyrant , qualified , by nature and edu- 
oppreffes cation , to cxercifc the office of perfecution; but 
Aiexan- j^^ opprcffed with an impartial hand the various 
Egypt. inhabitants of his extenfive diocefe. The pri« 
mate of Egypt affumed the pomp and infolencc 
of his lofty ftation ; but he ftiil betrayed the vices 
of his bafe and fervile extraction. The merchants 
of Alexandria were impoverished by the unjuft , 
and almoft univerfal , monopoly , which he ac- 
quired , of nitre , fait , paper , funerals , etc. : and 
the fpiritual father of a great people condefcended 
to practife the vile and pernicious arts of an in- 
former. The Alexandrians could never forget , 
nor forgive , the tax , which he fuggefted , on all 
the houfes of the city; under an obfolete claim, 
that the royal founder had conveyed to his fuc- 
cefTors, the Ptolemies and the Caefars , the per- 
petual property of the foil. The Pagans , who 
had been flattered with the hopes of freedom and 
toleration , excited his devout avarice ; and the 
rich temples of Alexandria were either pillaged 
or infulted by the haughty prelate , who ex- 
claimed, in a loud and threatening tone, *' How 
„ long will thefe fepulchres be permitted to 
,, ftand?" Under the reign of Gonftantius, he 
was expelled by the fury , or rather by the juftice, 
, of the people ; and it was not without a violent 
ftruggle, that the civil and military powers of 
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the ftate could reftore his authority, and gratify chap. 

his revenge. The meffcnger who proclaimed at xxiii. 

Alexandria the acceflion of Julian , annoiinced 

the downfal of the archbishop. George, with 

two of his obfequious minifters, count Diodorus, 

and Dracontius, mafter of the mint, were igno- 

miniously dragged in chains to the public prifon. 

At the end of twenty- four days, the prifon was He is mar- 

forced open by the raee of a fuperftitious mul- ^^^^^^^^ 

' J • • r 1 1- r r • .• • 1 'he people, 

titude , impatient of the tedious rorms or judicial 
proceedings. The enemies of gods and men ex- 
pired under their cruel infults ; the lifelefs bodies 
of the archbishop and his affociates were carried 
in triumph through the ftreets on the back of 
a camel ; and the inactivity of the Athanafian 
party '" was efteemed a shining example of evan- 
gelical patience^ The remains of thefe guilty 
wretches were thrown into the fea; and the po- 
pular leaders of the tumult declared their refolu- 
tion to difappoint the devotion of t|je Chriftians, 
and to intercept the future honours of thefe 
martyrs , who had been pimished , like their pre- 
deceflbrs , by the enemies of their religion "'. 
The fears of the Pagans were juft', and their pre- 
cautions ineffectual. The meritorious death of 
the archbishop obh'terated the memory of his 
life. The rival of Athanafius was dear and fa- 
cred to the Arians, and the feeming converfion 
of thofc fectaries introduced his worship into the 
bofom of the Catholic church "*. The odious 
ftranger, difguifing every circumftance of time 
and place , affumed the mask of a martyr, a faint, 
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and a Chriftian hero "'; and the infamous George 
of Cappadocia has been transfdrmed "* into the 
renowned St. George of England, the patron of 



a faint ana ^rms , of chivalry , and of the garter 



piartyr. 



About the fame time that Julian was informed 
of the tumult of Alexandria, he received intelli- 
gence from Edeffa , that the proud and wealthy 
faction of the Arians had infulted the w.aknefs 
of the Valentinians; and committed fuch diforders, 
as ought not to be fuffered with impunity in a 
well- regulated (late. Without expecting the slow 
forms of juftice, the exafperated prince directed 
his mandate' to the magiftratcs of Edeffa "', by 
which he confifcated the whole property of the 
church : the money was diftributed among the fol- 
diers; the lands were added to the domain; and 
this act of oppreffion was aggravated by the moft 
ungenerous irony. " I shew myfelf , " fays Julian, 
** the true friend of the Galilseans. Their admirable 
,, law has promifcd the kingdom of heaven to the 
5, poor; ana they will advance with more dili- 
3, gence in the pathsi of virtue and falvation , 
„ when they are relieved by my aflSftance from 
,, the load of temporal poffelEons. Take care," 
purfued the monarch , in a more ferious tone , 
** take care how you provoke my patience and 
5, humanity. If thefe diforders continue, I will 
,, revenge on the magiftrates the crimes of the 
„ people; and you will have reafon to dread, not 
,, only confifcation and exile , but fire and the 
„ fword." The tumults of Alexandria were doubt- 
lefs of a more bloody and dangerous nature: but 
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a Chriftian bishop had fallen by the hands of the CHAf. 
Pagans J and the public epiftlc of Julian affords a ^xm. 
very lively proof of the partial fpirit of his adtni- 
niftration. His reproaches to the citizens of Alex- 
andria are mingled with expreflions of efteem and 
tendernefs; and he laments, that, on this occaGon, 
they should have departed from the gentle and 
generous manners which attefted their Grecian 
extraction. He gravely cenfuries the offence which 
they had committed againft the laws of juftice 
and humanity ; but he recapitulates , with vifible ^ 
complacency, the ihtoler^ble provocations which 
they had fo long endured from the impious ty- 
ranny of 'George of Cappadocia. Julian admits the 
principle , that a wife and vigorous government 
should chaftifc the infolence of the people : yet , 
in confideration of their founder Alexander , and 
of Serapis their tutelar deity, he grants a free and 
gracious pardon to the guilty city , for which he 
again feels the affection of a brother "'. 

After the tumult of Alexandria had fubfided , Reftorn. 
Athanafius, amidft the public acclamations, feated ^;°" °/^' 

r 1 1 r 1 • tlianariis, , 

himfelf on the throne from whence his unworthy a. d. 3.62, 
competitor had been precipitated : and as the zeal ^ebvai. 
of the archbishop was tempered with difcretion, 
the exercife of his authority tepded not to in- 
flame, but to reconcile, the minds of the people. 
His paftoral labours were not confined to the 
narrow limits ^of Egypt. The ftatc of the 
Chriftian world was prefent to his active and ' 
capacioqs mind ; and the age , the merit , the re- 
putation of Athanafius, enabled him to affume , 

G4 
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CHAP. Jn a moment of danger, the office of Ecclcfi- 
XXIII. aftical Dictator"*. 1 hree years were not yet 
elapfcd fince the majority of the bishops of the 
Weft had ignoranrly, or reluctantly, fubfcribed, 
the confcffion of Rimini. ITiry repented, they 
believed , but they dreaded the unfeafonable ri- 
gour of their oithodox brethren; and if their 
pride was ftronger than their faith, they might 
throw themfelves into the arms of the Arians, 
to efcape . the indignity of a public penance , 
t which muft degrade them to the condition of 
. obfcure laymen. At the fame time, thedomeftic 
differences concerning the union and dittinction 
of the divine perfons, were agitated wich fome 
heat among the Catholic doctors; and the pro- 
grefs of this metaphyfical controverfy feentied to 
threaten a public and lafting divifion of the Greek 
and Latin churches. By the wifdom of a felect 
fynod , to which the name and prefence of Atha- 
nafius gave the authority of a general council , 
the bishops , >yho had unwarily deviated into 
error, were admitted to the communion of the 
church , on the eafy condition of fubfcribing the 
Nicene Creed; without any formal acknowledg- 
ment of their paft fault , or any minute definition 
of their fcholaflic opinions. The advice of the 
primate of Egypt had already prepared the clergy 
of Gaul and Spain, of Italy and Greece, for the 
reception of this falutary meafure ; and, not- 
withRanding the oppofition of fome ardent fpi- 
rits ''*, the fear of the common enemy promoted 
the peace and harmony of the Chriftians '''• 
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The skill and diligence of the primate of Egypt 
had improved the feafon of tranquillity , before 



A. D. 362« 
Oct. 23. 



CHAP. 

XXUT. 

it was interrupted by the hoftlle edicts of the ftcuted 
emperor''*. Julian, who defpifed the Chriftians, and ex- 
honoured Athanafius with his fincere and peculiar juiian,^ 
hatred. For his fake alone, he introduced an 
arbitrary diftinction , repugnant , at leaft to the 
fpirit , of his former declarations. He main- 
tained, that the Galilaeans, whom he had recalled 
from exile, were not reftored , by that general 
indulgence, to the poffeffion of their refpectivc 
churches : and he expreffed his aftonishment , 
that a criminal , who had been repeatedly con- 
demned by the judgment of the emperors , should 
dare to Tnfult the majefty of the laws, a»d info- 
lently ufurp the archiepifcopal throne of Alex- 
andria , without expecting the orders of his fo- 
vereign. As a punishment for the imaginary 
ofiFence, he again banished Athanafius from the 
city; and he was pleafed to fuppofe, that this 
act of juftice would be highly agreeable to his 
pious fubjects. The preffing folicitations of. the 
people foon convinced him , that the majority 
of the Alexandrians were Chriftians ; and that 
the greateft part of the Chriftians were firmly 
attached to the caufe pf their opprefled primate. 
But the knowledge of their fentiments, inftead of 
perfuading him to recall his decree , provoked 
him to extend to all Egypt the term of tiie exile 
of Athanafius. The zeal of the multitude ren- 
dered Julian ftill more inexorable : he was 
, alarmed by the danger of leaving at the head of 
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€HAP; a tumultuous city, a daring and popular leader; 

xxm. ^jjj ^jjg language of his refentmcnt difcovcrs the 
opinibn which he entertained of the courage and 
abilities of Athanafius. The execution of the 
fentence was ftill delayed, by the caution or 
negligence of Ecdicius, prgefect of Egypt, who 
w^as at length awakened from his lethargy by a 
fevere reprimand. *' Though you neglect," fays 
Julian , " to write to me on any other fubject , 
5, at leaft it is your duty to inform me of your 
5, conduct towards Athanafius , the enemy of the 
„ gods. My intentions have been long fincc 
3, communicated to you. I fwear by the great 
3, Serapis , that unlefs , on the calends of De- 
55 cember, Athanafius has departed from Alex- 
3, andria, nay from Egypt, the officers of your 
35 government shall pay a fine of one hundred 
35 pounds of gold. You know my temper: I 
35 am slow to condemn , but 1 am ftill slower to 
35 forgive. " This epiftle was enforced by a 
short poftfcript, written with the emperor's own 
hand. ". The contempt that is shewn for all the 
3, gods fills me with grief and indignation. 
35 There is nothing that 1 should fee, nothing 
35 that I should hear, with more pleafure, than 
35 the expulfion of Athanafius from all Egypt, 
3> The abominable wretch ! Under my reign , 
35 the baptifm of feveral Grecian ladies of the 
35 higheft fank has been the effect of his per- 
3, fecutions "\ " The death of Athanafius was 
not exprefsli/ commanded ; but the pr^efect of 
Egypt underftood , that it was fafer for him to 
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exceed, than to neglect, the orders of an irritated chap. 
mafter. The archbishop prudently retired to the ^^^^^^"• 
monafteries of the Defert : eluded , with his ufual 
dexterity , the fnares of the enemy ; and lived 
to triumph over the ashes of a prince , who , in 
words of formidable import, had declared his 
"wish that the whole venom of the Galilsean fchool 
were contained in the fingle perfon of Athanafius*'*. 

1 have endeavoured faithfully to reprefent the Zealand 
artful fyftem by which Julian propofed to obtain ^^nlTof 
the effects, without incurring the guilt, or re- theChnf- 
proach , of perfecution. But if the deadly fpirit 
of fanaticifm perverted the heart and underftand- 
ing of a virtuous prince, it muft, at the fame 
time , be confeffed , that the real fuflferings of the 
Chriftians were inflamed and magnified by hu- 
man paflions and religious enthufiafm. The 
meeknefs and refignation which had diAingulshed 
the . primitive difcipks of the gofpel , was the 
object of the applaufe , rather than of the imita- 
tion, of their fucceflbrs. The Chriftians, who 
had now poffefled above forty years the civil and 
ecclefiaftical government of the empire, had con- 
tracted the infolent vices of profperity ^^\ and 
the habit of believing, that the faints alone were 
entitled to reign over the earth. As foon as the 
enmity of Julian deprived the clergy of the pri- 
vileges which had been conferred by the favour 
of Conftantine, they complained of the moft 
cruel oppreffion; and the free toleration of ido- 
laters and heretics was a fubject of grief and 
fc^ndal to thfe orthodox party ''*. The acts of 
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CHAP. Violence, which were no longer countenanced by 
XXiii. ^j^e magiftrates, were ftill committed by the zeal 
of the people. At Peffinus, the altar of Cybele 
was overturned almoft in the pre fence of the 
emperor; and in the city of C?efarea in Cappa- 
docia, the temple of Fortune, the fole place of 
worship which had been left to the Pagans, was 
deftroyed by the rage of a popular tumult. On 
thefe occafions , a prince , who felt for the honour 
of the gods , was not difpofed to interrupt the 
courfe of juftiee ; and his mind was ftill more 
deeply exafperated , when he found , that the 
fanatics, who had deferved and fufFered the pu- 
nishment of incendiaries . were rewarded with 
the honours of martyrdom '^\ The Chrfftian 
fubjects of Julian were affured of the hoftile de- 
figns of their fovereign ; and , to their jealous 
apprehenfion , every circumftancc of his govern- 
ment might afford fome grounds of difcontent 
and fufpicion. In the ordinary adminiftration of 
the laws, the Chriftians, who formed fo large a 
part of the people , muft frequently be con- 
demned: but their indulgent brethren, without 
examining the merits of the caufe , prefumed 
their innocence, allowed their claims, and im- 
puted the feverity of their judge to the partial 
malice of religious perfecution ''*. ' Thefe pre- 
fent hardj^hips, intolerable as they might appear, 
were reprefented as a slight prelude of the im- 
pending calamities. The Chriftians confidered 
Julian as a cruel and crafty tyrant; who fuf- 
pended the execution of his rcvCnge , till he 
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should return victorious from the Perfian war. chap. 
They expected , that as foon as he had triumphed xxiii. 
over the foreign' enemies of Rome, he would 
lay afide the irkfome mask of diflfimulation ; thlit 
the amphitheatres would ftream with the blood 
of hermits and bishops; and that the Chriftians, 
who ftill perfevered in the profeflion of the faith , 
would be deprived of the common benefits of 
nature and focicty ''*. Every calumny '** that 
could wound the reputation of the Apoftate, was 
credulously embraced by the fears and hatred of 
his adverfaries ; and their indifcrect clamours 
provoked the temper of a fovereign ,^ whom it 
was their duty to refpect , and their intereft to 
flatter. They ftill protefted , that prayers and 
tears were their only weapons againft the impious 
tyrant, whofe head they devoted to the juftice 
of offended Heaven. But they infinuated, with 
fuUen rcfolution, that their fubmiflion was no 
longer the effect of weaknefs ; and that , in the 
imperfect ftate of human virtue , the patience , 
which is founded on principle , may be exhaufted 
by perfecution. It is impoflible tfl determine 
how far the zeal of Julian would have prevailed 
over his good fenfe and humanity: but, if we 
feriously reflect on the ftrength and fpirit of the 
church, we shall be convinced, that, before the 
emperor could have extinguished the religion of 
Chrift, he muft have involved his country in 
the horrors of a civil war '*\ 
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C H A P. XXIV. 

R§/tdehce of Julian at Antiochi — His fucccfsful Ex^ 
pedition ayainji the Perpans. — Pajjage of the 
Tigris. — The Retreat and Death of Julian. — 
Election of Jovian, — He faves the Roman Armi/ 
by a difgraceful Treaty, ' 

hap; rr^ 

txiv. JL H E philofophical fable which Julian coiH- 

J^^ ^f*T pofed under the name of the C iB s A R s \ is one 

lars of ju-4 V ■ • n • 1 • 

liau. of the moft agreeable and inftructive productions 

of ancient wit *. During the freedom and equa^ 
lity of the days of the Saturnalia , Romulus pre- 
pared a feaft for the deities of Olympus, who 
had adopted him as a worthy affociate, and for 
the Roman princes, who had reigned over his 
martial people , and the vanquished nations of 
the earth. The immortals were placed in juft 
' order on their thrones of ftate, and the table 
of the Csefars was fprcad below the Moon, in 
the ppper fegion of the air. The tyrants , who 
would have difgraced the fociety of gods and 
men, 'were thrown headlong, by the inexorable 
Nemefis , into the Tartarean abyfs. The reft 
of the Csefars fucceflively advanced to their feats ; 
and , as they paffed , the vices , the defects , the 
blemishes of their refpective characters, were ma- 
liciously noticed by old Silenus , a laughing mo- 
ralift , who difguifed the wifdom of a philofo- 
pher under the mask of a Bacchanal ^ As foon 
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as the feaft was ended, the voice of Mercury chai*. 

XXIV 

proclaimed the will of Jupiter , that a celeftial 
crown should be the reward of fuperior merit. 
Julius Caefar , Auguftus , Trajan , and Marcus 
Antoninus , were fclected as the moft illuftrious 
candidates ; the eflfeminate Conftantine * was not 
excluded from this honourable competition , and 
the great Alexander was invited to difpute the 
prize of glory with the Roman heroes. Each 
of the candidates was allowed to difplay the merit 
of his own exploits; but, in the judgment of 
the gods, the modeft filence# of Marcus pleaded 
more powerfully than the elaborate orations of 
his haughty rivals. When the judges of this 
awful conteft proceeded to examine the heart, 
and to fcrutinize the fprings of action ; the fu-i 
periority of the Imperial Stoic appeared ftill more 
decifive and confpicuous ^ Alexander and Caefar, 
Augtiftus ,' Trajan , and Conftantine , acknow- 
ledged with a blush , that fame , or power , or 
pleafure, had been the important object of their 
labours: but the gods themfelves beheld, with 
reverence and love, a virtuous mortal, who had 
practifed on the throne the leffons of philofophy ; 
and who , in a ftate of hunaan imperfection , had 
afpired to imitate the moral attributes of the 
Deity. The value of this agreeable compofition 
(the Caefars of Julian) is enhanced by the rank 
of the author. A prince , who delineates with 
freedom the vices and virtues of his predeceffors, 
fubfcribes , in every line , the cenfure or appro- 
bation of his own conduct* 
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CHAP, In the cool moments of reflection , Julian prc- 
XXIV. ferrcd the ufeful and benevolent virtues of An- 

Hc refolres . t_i« i«- r-* -n i 

to march toumus I Dut his ambitious ipirit was inflamed 
againftthe ^y the glory of Alexander; and he folicited, 
A. p. ji2. ^ith equal ardour, the cfteem of the w^ife, and 
the applaufe of the multitude. In the feafon of 
life, when the powers of the mind and body en- 
joy the moft active vigour, the emperor, who 
was inftructed by the experience, and animated 
by the fuccefs, of the German war, refolved to 
fignalize his reign by fome more fplendid and 
memorable atchie\iement. The ambafladors of 
the Eaft , from the continent of India , and the 
isle of Ceylon ^ , had refpectfully faluted the Ro- 
man purple ^. The nations of the Weft efteemed 
and dreaded the perfonal virtues of Julian , both 
in peace and war. He defpifed the trophies of 
a Gothic victory ' , and was fatisfied that the ra- 
pacious Barbarians of the Danube would be re- 
ftrained from any future violation of the faith of 
treaties, by the terror of his name , and the ad- 
ditional fortifications, with which he ftrengthencd 
the Thracian and Illyrian frontiers. The fuc- 
ceflbr of Cyrus and Artaxerxes was the only rival * 
whom he deemed worthy of his arms , and he 
refolved, by the final conqueft of Perfia, to 
chaftife the haughty nation , which had fo long 
refafted and infulted the majefty of Rome *. As 
foon as the Perfian monarch was informed that 
the throne of Conftantius was filled by a prince 
of a very different character , he condefccnded to 
m^ke fome artful, or perhaps fmcere, overtures, 

towards 
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towards a ncgociatioti of peace; But the pride 
of Sapor was aftonished by the firmnefs of Ju- 
lian ; who fternly declared , that he would never 
con/ent to hold a peaceful conference among the 
fiames and ruins of the cities of Mefopotamia; 
and who added , with a fmile of cdnten^pt , that 
it was needlefs to treat by ambaffadors , as he 
himfelf had determined to vifit fpeedily the court 
of Pcrfia. The impatience of the emperor urged 
the diligence of the military preparations. Th^ 
generals were named ; a formidable army was 
deftined for this important fervice; and Julian, 
marching from Conftantinople through the pro- 
vinces of Afia Minor, arrived at Antioch about 
eight months after the death of his predeceffor. 
His ardent defire to march into the heart of 
Perfia , was checked by the indifpenfable duty 
of regulating the ftate of the empire; by his 
zeal to revive the worship of the gods ; and by 
the advice of his wifeft friends; who reprefented 
the neceflity of allowing the falutary interval of 
winter-quarters, to reftore the exhaufted ftrengih 
of the legions of Gaul, and the difcipline and ^''^\^\r^'^' 
fpirit of the Eaftert troops. Julian was per- cnftanti- 
fuaded to fix, till the enfuing: fpring, his refi^ nopie to 
dence at Antioch, amOn^ a people malicibusly Augun. 
difpofed to deride the hafte , and to cenfure the 
delays , of their fovereign '*. 

If Julian had flattered himfelf, that his per- Liceutioi^s 
fonal connection with the capital of the Eaft "^^"7,^/ 
would be productive of mutual fatisfaction to oi Antf' 
the prince and people^ he made a very falfc^ *'^**' 
Vol, IV. H 
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CHAP, eftimate of his own character, and of the manners 
of Antioch '\ The warmth of the climate dif- 
pofed the natives to the moft intemperate en- 
joyment of tranquillity and opulence ; and .the 
lively licentioufnefs of the Greeks was blended 
with the hereditary foftnefs of the Syrians. Fa- 
shion was the only law , pleafure the only pur- 
fuit , and the fplendour of drefs and furniture 
was the only diftinction of the citizens of An- 
tioch. The arts of luxury were honoured; the 
ferious and manly virtues ' were the fubject of 
ridicule; and the contempt for female modefty 
and reverend age, announced the univerfal cor- 
ruption of the capital of the Eaft. The love of 
fpectacles was the taftc , or rather paflion , of the 
Syrians : the moft skilful artifts were procured 
from the adjacent cities " ; a confiderable share 
of the revenue was devoted to the public amufe- 
ments ; and the magnificence of the games of 
the theatre and circus was confidered as the hap- 
pinefs , and as the glory , of Antioch. The ruftic 
manners of a prince who difdained fuch glory, 
and was infenfible of fuch happinefs, foon dif- 
gufted the delicacy of his fdbjects ; and the ef- ' 
feminate Orientals could neither imitate , nor 
admire, the fevere fimplicity which Julian always 
maintained , and fometimes affected. The days of 
feftivity , confccrated , by ancient cuftoni , to the 
honour of the gods , were the only occafions in 
which Julian relaxed his philofophic feverity; and 
thofe fcftivals were the only days in which the 
Syrians of Antioch could reject the allurements 
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of pleafure. The majority of the people fup- cIiap. 
ported the glory of th6 Chriftian name, which ^^^^* 
had been firft invented by their anceftors '^; they 
contented themfelves with difobeying the moral 
precepts , but they were fcrupulously attached to 
the fpeculative doctrines , of their religion. The 
church of Antioch was diftracted by herefy and 
fchifm ; but the Arian? and the Athaqafians, the 
followers of Meletius and thofe of Paulinus '*, 
were actuated by the fame pious hatred of their 
common adverfary. 

The ftroneeft prejudice was entertained aj^ainft '^^^'^ ^'^'^^' 

1 1 r n. . 1 ? r fion toJu^ 

the character 01 an apoltate, the enemy and fuc- iia,u 
cefTor of a prince who had engaged the affections 
of a very numerous feet ; and the reAioval of 
St. Babylas ^xcited an implacable oppofition to 
the perfon of Julian. His fubjects complained , 
with fuperftitious indign^ation , that famine had 
purfued the emperor's fteps from Conftantinople 
to Antioch : and the difcontent of a hungry 
people was cxafperated by the injudicious at- 
tempt to relieve their diftrefs. The inclemency Scarcity ti 
of the feafdn had affected the harvefts of Syria; ^^blic mr- 
and the price of bread *% in the markets of An- comenti 
tioch , had naturally rifen in proportion to the 
fcarcity of corn. But the fair and rcafonable 
proportion was foon violated by the rapacious 
arts of monopoly. In ^this unequal conteft, in 
which the produce of the land is claimed by ont 
party, as his cxclufive property; is ufed by an- 
other as a lucrative object of trade; and is re- 
quired by a third, for the daily and neceffarv 

H ^ 
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CHAP, fupport of life; all the profits of the interme- 
diate agents are accumulated on the head of the 
defencelefs confumers. The hardships of their 
fituation were exaggerated and encreafed by their 
own impatience and anxiety; and the apprehen- 
fion of a fcarcity gradually produced the appear- 
ances of a famine. When the luxurious citizens 
of Antioch complained of the high price of poul- 
try and fish, Julian publicly declared, that a 
frugal city ought to be fatlsfied Vith a regular 
fupply of wine, oil, and bread; but he acknow- 
ledged that it w^s the duty of a fovereign to 
provide for the fubfiftence of his people. With 
this falutary view, the emperor ventured on a 
very dangerous and doubtful ftep , of fixing , by 
legal authority, the value of corn. He enacted, 
that, in a time of fcarcity, it should be fold at a 
price which had feldom been known in the moft 
plentiful years; and that his own example might 
flrengthen his laws, he fent into the market fbur 
hundred and twenty-two thoufand modii , or mea- 
fures, which were drawn, by his order, from the 
granaries of Hierapolis , of Chalcis and even of 
Egypt. The confequences might have been fore- 
feen » and were foon felt. The Imperial 
wheat was purchafed by the rich merchants; the 
proprietors of land , or of corn , withheld from 
the city the accuftomed fupply; and the fmall 
quantities that appeared in the market, were fc- 
cretly fold at an advanced and illegal price. Ju- 
lian flill continued to applaud his own policy , 
treated the complaints of the people as a vain 
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and ungrateful murmur, and convinced Antioch, chap. 
that he had inherited the obftinacy, though not ^^^'* 
the cruelty, of his brother Gallus '*. The re- 
monftrances of "the municipal fenate ferved only 
to exafperate his inflexible mind. He was per- 
fuaded , perhaps with truth , that the fenators of '' 

Antioch who poffeffed lands, or were concerned 
in trade , had themfelves contributed to the ca- 
lamities of their country ; and he imputed the 
difrefpectful boldnefs which they affumcd , to the 
fenfe , not of public duty , but of private intereft. 
The whole body , confifting of two hundred of 
the moft noble and wealthy citizens, were fent , 
under a guard, from the palace to the prifon; 
and though they were permitted, before the clofe 
of evening, to return to their refpective houfes '^i 
the emperor himfelf could not obtain the for- 
givenefs which he had fo eafily granted. The 
fame grievances were ftlU the fubject of the fame 
complaints, which were iuduftriously circulated 
by the wit and levity of the Syrian Greeks. 
During the licentious days of the Saturnalia, the 
ftreets of the city refounded with infolent fongs, 
which derided the laws, the religion, the per- 
fonal conduct , and even the heard of the empe- 
ror; and the fpirit of Antioch was manifeftcd 
by the connivance of the magiftrates , and the 
^pplaufe of the multitude ". The difciple of 
Socrates was too deeply affected by thefe popular 
infults; but the monarch, endowed with quick 
fenfibility , and poffeffed of abfolute power , re- 
fufed his paffions the gratification of revenge. 

H3 
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CHAP. A tyrant might hfve profcribed, without diftinc- 
^^^^' tion , the Jives and fortunes of the citizens of 
Antioch ; and the unwarlike Syrians muft have 
patiently fubmitced to the luft , the rapacioufnefs , 
and the cruelty of the faithful legions of Gaul. 
A milder fentence might have deprived the ca- 
pital of the Eaft of its honours and privileges; 
and the courtiers, perhaps the fubjects , of Julian, 
would have applauded an act of jufticc , which 
afferted the dignity of the fupreme magiftrate of 
the republic ". But inftead of abufmg, or exert- 
ing, the authority of the flate , to revenge his 
Julian com- per fonal injuries, Julian contented himfelf with 
pofesafa- ^^ inoffenfive mode of retaliation , which it would 

tire againit , , ' 

Antioch. be in the power of few princes to employ. He 
had been infulted by fatires and libels; in his 
turn he compofed , under the title of the Enemy 
of the Beard ^ an ironical confeffion of his own 
faults, and a fevere fatire of the licentious and 
effeminate manners of Antioch. This Imperial 
reply was publicly expofed before the gates of 
the palace; and the MisOPOGON " ftill remains 
a Angular monument of the refentment, the wit, 
the humanity , and the indifcretion of Julian. 
Though he affected to laugh, he could not 
forgive *'. His contempt was expreffed , and 
his revenge might be gratified , by the nomina- 
tion of a governor ** worthy only of fuch fub- 
jects : and the emperor, for ever renouncing the 
ungrateful city, proclaimed his refolution to pafs 
the enfuing winter at Tarfus in Cilicia *'. 
Yet Antioch poffefTed one citizen , whofe ge- 
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nius and virtues might atone, in the opinion of chap. 
Julian, for the vice and folly of his country. Tii^^p^ift 
The fophift Libanius was born in the capital Libanius. , 
of the Eaft; he publicly profeffed the arts of 314^3.^0 
rhetoric and declamation at Nice, Nicomedia , &c. 
Conftantinople , Athens, and, during the remain- 
der of his life, at Antioch. His fchool was 
afliduously , frequented by the Grecian youth ; 
his difciples , who fometimes exceeded the num- 
ber of eighty, celebrated their incomparable 
maftep; and the jealoufy of his rivals, who per- 
fecuted him from one city to another, confirmed 
the favourable opinion which Libanius often- 
tatiously difplayed of his fuperior merit. The 
prseceptors of Julian had extorted a rash but 
folemn affurance , that he would never attend the 
lectures of their advcrfary : the curiofity of the 
royal youth was checked and inflamed : he fe«^ 
cretly procured the writings of this dangerous 
fophift, and gradually furpaCTcjd, in the perfect 
imitation of his ftyle, the moft laborious of his 
domeftic pupils **. When Julian afcended the 
throne , he declared his impatience to embrace 
and reward the Syrian fophift, who had pre- - 
ferved , in a degenerate age , the Grecian purity 
of tafte, of manners, and of religion. The em- 
peror's prepoffeflion was encreafed and juftified 
by the difcreet pride of his favourite. Inftead of 
preffing , with the foremoft of the crowd , into 
the palace of Conftantinople, Libanius calmly ex- 
pected his arrival at Antioch; withdrew from court 
on the firft fymptoms of coldncfs and indifference ; 
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pijAP, required a forcpal inviution for each vifit; and 
^^'V- taught his fovereign an icnportant leffon , that 
he might command the obedience of a fubject , 
but that he muft deferve the attachment of a 
friend. The fophifts of every age, defpifmg, 
or affecting to defpife , the accidental diftinc- 
tions of birth and fortune *' , refcrve their ef- 
teem for the fuperior qualities of the mind , 
with which they themfelves are fo plentifully 
endowed. Julian might difdain the acclamations 
of a venal court , who adored the Imperial pur- 
ple ; but he was deeply flattered by the praife, 
the (^dmonition , the freedom , and the envy of 
an independent philofopher , who refufed his 
favours , loved his perfon , celebrated his fame , 
^nd protected his memory. The voluminous 
writiqgs of Libanius ftill exift ; for the mofl 
part, they are the vain and idle compofitions of 
an orator, who cultivated the fcience of words; 
the productions oi a reclufe ftudent , whofe 
mind, regardlefs of his contemporaries, was in- 
ceffantly fixed on the Troj?in war, and the Athe- 
nian commonwealth. Yet the fophift of Antioch 
fometimcs defcended from this imaginary eleva- 
tion ; he entertained a various and elaborate 
correfpondence *' ; he praifed the virtues of his 
own tinges; he boldly arraigned the abufes of 
public and private life ; and he eloquently 
pleaded the caufe of Antioch againft the juft 
refentment of^Julian and Theodofius, It is the 
common calamity of old age *^ , to lofe whatever 
might have rendered it defirable ; but Libanius 
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experienced the peculiar misfortune of furviving chap. 
the religion and the fciences, to which he had ^^iv. 
confecratcd his genius. The friend of Julian 
was an indignant fpectator of the triumph of 
Ghriftianity; and his bigotry, which darkened 
the profpect of the vifible world j did not infpire 
Libanius with any lively hopes of celeftial glory 
and happinefs *'. 

The martial impatience of Julian urged him ^^f^^^ °^ 
to take the field in the beginning of the fpring; thg^Eu- 
and he difmiffed, with contempt and reproach, phrates,' 
the fenate of Antioch, who aqcompanied the ^j^^j^^^^* 
emperor beyond the limits of their own territory, 
to which he was refolved never to return. After 
a laborious march of two days '% he halted on 
the third , at Bersea , or Aleppo , where he had 
the mortification of finding a fenate almoft en- 
tirely Chriftian ; who received with cold and 
formal demonftrations of refpect , the eloquent 
fermon of the apoftle of paganifm. The fon of 
one of the moft illuftrious citizens of Bersea , who 
had embraced, either from intereft or confcience, 
the religion of the emperor, was difinherited by 
his angry parent. The father and the fon were 
invited to the Imperial table. Julian, placing 
himfelf between them , attempted , without fuc- 
ceft, to inculcate the lefTon and example of tole- 
ration ; fupported, with affected calmnefs, the 
indifcreet zeal of the aged Chriftian, who feemed 
to forget the fentiments of nature, and the duty 
of a fubject; and, at length turning towards the 
afflicted youth, ** Since you have loft a father, " 
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CHAP, faid he, ** for my fake, it is incumbent on me 
XXIV. ^^ to fupply his place '0^ „ The emperor was 
received in a manner much more agreeable to his 
wishes at Batnae , a fmall town pleafantly feated 
in a grove of cypreffes, about twenty miles from 
the city of Hierapolis. The folemn rites of fa- 
crifice were decently prepared by the inhabit- 
ants of Batnae , who feemed attached to the wor- 
ship of their tutelar deities, Apollo and Jupiter; 
but the ferious piety of Julian was offended by 
the tumult of their applaufe ; and he too clearly 
difcerned, that the fmoke which arofe frbra their 
altars was the incenfe of flattery , rather than of 
devotion. The ancient and magnificent temple , 
which had fanctilied, for fo many ages, the city 
of Hierapolis '', no longer fubfifted; and the 
confecrated wealth , which afforded a liberal 
maintenance to more than three hundred priefts , 
might haften its downfall. Yet Julian enjoyed 
the fatisfaction of embracing a philofopher and 
a friend , whofe religious firmnefs had withftood 
the prefling and repeated folicitations of Con- 
flantius and Gallus, as often as thofe princes 
lodged at his houfe , in their paffage through 
Hierapolis. In the hurry of military preparation , 
and the carelefs confidence of a familiar corre- 
fpondence , the zeal of Julian appears to have 
been lively and uniform. He had now under- 
taken an important and difficult war; and the 
anxiety of the event rendered him ftill more 
attentive to obfervc and regifler the moft trifling 
prefages, from which, according to the rules of 
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divination , ^ny knowledge of futurity could be chap. 
derived ^\ He informed Libanius of his pro- ^^^• 
grefs as far as Hierapolis , by an elegant epiftle " , 
which difplays the facility of his genius, and his 
tender friendship for the fophift of Antioch. 

Hierapolis, fituate almoft on the banks of the His deCgn 
Euphrates '* , had been appointed for the general p^^^^^'^'^^ 
rendezvous of the Roman troops , who imme- 
diately paffed the great river on a bridge of boats, 
which was previously conftructed ''. If the in- 
clinations of Julian had been fimilar to thofe of 
his predecetfor, he might have wafted the active 
and ihiportant feafon of the year in the circus of 
Samofata , or in the churches of Edeffa. But as 
the 'warlike emperor, inftead of Conftantius , had 
chofen Alexander for his model, he advanced 
without delay to Garrh^e ", a very ancient city of 
Mefopotamia, at the diftance of fourfcorc miles 
from Hierapolis. The temple of the Moon at-, 
tractcd the devotion of Julian ; but the halt of a 
few days was principally employed in completing 
the immenfe preparations of the Perfian war. 
The fecret of the expedition, had hitherto re- 
mained in his own breaft; but as Carrhse is the 
point of feparatioh of the two great roads , he 
could no longer conceal , whether it was his de- 
fign to attack the dominions of Sapor on the 
fide of the Tigris , or on that of the Euphrates. 
The emperor detached an army of thirty thou- 
fand men , under the command of his kinfmati 
Procopius, and of Sebaftian, who had been duke 
of Egypt. They were ordered to direct theif 
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CHAP, march towards Nifibis, and to fecure the frontier 
XXIV. from the defultory incurfions of the enemy, be- 
fore they attempted the paflage of the Tigris. 
Their fubfequent operations were left to the dif- 
cretion of the generals ; but Julian expected , 
that after wafting with fire and fword the fertile 
diftricts of Media and Adiabene , they might 
arrive under the walls of Ctefiphon about the 
fame time , that hehimfelf, advancing with equal 
fteps along, the banks of the Euphrates, should 

Sfking" ^^^^^g^ ^^^ ^^Pi^^' ^f ^^^ Perfian monarchy. The 
ef Armenia, fucccfs of this wcll-concerted plan depended, in 
a great meafure , on the powerful and ready 
afliftance of the king of Armenia, who, with- 
out expofmg the fafety of his own dominions , 
might detach an ^rmy of four thoufand horfe, 
and twenty thoufand foot , to the affiftance 
of the Romans '^ But the feeble Arfaces Ti- 
ranus '*, king of Armenia, had degenerated ftill 
more shamefully than his father Chofroes , from the 
manly virtues of the great Tiridates ; and as 
the pufillanimous monarch was averfe to any 
enterprize of danger and glory, he could difguife 
his timid indolence by the more decent excufes 
of religion and gratitude. He expreffed a pious 
attachment to the memory of Conftantius , from 
whofe hands he had received in marriage Olym- 
pias , the daughter of the prsefect Ablavius ; and the 
alliance of a female , who had been educated as the 
deftined wife of the emperor Conftans, exalted 
the dignity of a Barbarian king '*. Tiranus 
profefTed the Chriftian religion; he reigned over 
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a nation of Chriftians ; and he was reftraincd, chap* 
by everjr principle of confcience and intcreft , .^^^^* 
from contributing to the victory, which would 
confummate the ruin of the church. The alien- 
ated mind of Tiranus was exafperated by the 
indifcrction of Julian, who treated the king of 
Armenia as his slave , and as the enemy of the 
gods. The haughty and threatening ftyle of the 
Imperial mandates '^^ awakened the fecret indig- 
nation of a prince , ^ who , in the humiliat- 
ing ftate of dependence , was ftill confcious 
of his royal defcent from the Arfacides , the 
lords of the Eaft, and the rivals of the Roman 
power. 

Tlie military difpofitions of Julian were skil- ^ii"tfry pr«- 
fully contrived to deceive the fpies, and to divert 
the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeared 
to direct their march towards Nifibis and the 
Tigris. On a fudden they wheeled to the right; 
traverfed the level and naked plain of Carrhae; 
and reached , on the third day , the banks of the 
Euphrates, where the ftrong town of Nicepho- 
rium, or Callinicura, had been founded by the 
Macedonian kings. From thence the emperor 
purfued his march , above ninety miles , along 
the winding ftream of the Euphrates , till , at 
length, about one month after his departure 
from Antioch , he difcovered the towers of Cir- 
cefium , the extreme limit of the Roman domi- 
nions* The army of Julian , the moft numerous 
that any of the Caefars had ever led againft Fer- 
fia , confifted of fixty-five thoufand effective and 
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CHAP* WelJ-difciplined foldiers. The veteran ^bands of 
XXIV. cavalry and infantry, of Romans and Barbarians, 
had been felected from the different provinces ; 
and a juft pre-eminence of loyalty and valour 
Was claimed by ahe hardy Gauls , who guarded 
the throne and perfon of their beloved prince. 
A formidable body of Scythian auxiliaries had 
been tranfported from another climate , and al* 
moft from another world, to invade a diftant 
country, of whofe name and fituation they were 
ignorant. The love of rapine and war allured 
to the Imperial ftandard feveral tribes of Sara- 
cens, or roving Arabs, whofe fervice Julian had 
commanded, while he fternly refufed the pay- 
ment of the accuftomed fubfidies. The broad 
channel of the Euphrates *' was crowded by a 
fleet of eleven hundred ships, deftined to attend 
the motions, and to fatisfy the wants, of the 
Roman army. The military ftrength of the fleet 
was compofed of fifty armed gallies; and thefe 
were accompanied by an equal number of flat* 
bottomed boats , which might occafionnally be 
connected into the form of temporary bridges* 
The reft of the ships , partly conftructed of tim- 
ber, and partly covered with raw hides, were 
laden with an almoft inexhauftible fupply of arms 
and engines , of utenfils and provifions* The 
vigilant humanity of Julian had embarked a very 
large magazine of vinegar and bifcuit for the 
ufe of the foldiers, but he prohibited the indul- 
gence of wine -, and rigorously flopped a long 
firing of fuperfluous camels that attempted to 
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follow the rear of the army. The river Cha- chap. 
boras falls into the Euphrates at Circefium **; ^xiv. 
and as foon as the trumpet gave the fignal of tiL*p"rfian" 
march , the Romans paffed the little ftream which territories. 
feparated two mighty and hoftile empires. The ^^"^ ^^^* 
cuftom of ancient difcipline required a military 
oration; and Julian embraced every opportunity 
of difplaying his eloquence. He animated the 
impatient and attentive legions by the example of 
the inflexible courage and glorious triumphs of 
their anceftors. He excited their refentment by 
a lively picture of the infolence of the Perfians ; 
and he exhorted them to imitate his firm refo- 
lution , cither to extirpate that perfidious nation , 
or to devote his life in the caufe of the republic. 
The eloquence of Julian was enforced by a do- 
native of one hundred and thirty pieces of filver 
to every foldier; and the bridge of the Chaboras 
was inftantly cut away, to convince the troops 
that they muft place their hopes of fafety in the 
fuccefs ol their arms. Yet the prudence of the 
emperor induced him to fecure a remote frontier , 
perpetually expofed to the inroads of the hoftile 
Arabs. A detachment of four thoufand men 
was left at Circefium , which completed , to the 
number of ten thoufand, the regular garrifon of 
that important fortrefs *\ 

From the moment that the Romans entered His march 
the enemy's country **, the country of an active f/rtU^J^i^^f^, 
and artful enemy, the order of march was dif- potamia. 
pofed in three columns ^\ The ftrength of the 
infantry , and confequently of the whole army , 
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CHAP, was placed in the centre, under the peculiar com- 
XXIV* niand of their mafter- general Victor. On the 
right, the brave Nevitta led a column of feveral 
legions along the banks^ of the Euphrates , and 
almoft always in fight of the fleet. The left 
flank of the'army was protected by the column 
of cavaliy. Hormifdas and Arinthaeus were ap- 
pointed generals of the horfe ; and -the fingular 
adventures of Hormifdas "^^ are not undeferving 
of our notice. He was a perfian prince , of the 
royal race of the Saffanides , who , in the troubles 
of the minority of Sapor , had efcaped from prifon 
to the hofpitablfe court of the great Conftantine. 
Hormifdas, at firft, excited the compaflion, and, 
at length, acquired the efteem, of his new maf- 
ters; his valour and fidelity raifed him to the 
military honours of the Roman fervice 5 and , 
though a Chriftian, he might indulge the fecrct 
fatisfaction of convincing his ungrateful country, 
that an oppreffed fubject may prove the moft 
dangerous enemy. Such was the difpofition of 
the three principal columns. The front and 
flanks of the army were covered by Lucillianus 
with a flying detachment of fifteen hundred light- 
armed foldiers, whofe active vigilance obferved 
the moft diftant 'figns , and conveyed the earlieft 
notice, of any hoftile approach. Dagalaiphus, 
and Secundinus duke of Ofroene, conducted the 
troops of the rear-guard ; the baggage , fecurely , 
proceeded in the intervals of the columns ; and 
the ranks, from a motive either of ufe or often- 
tation, ^erc formed m fuch open order, that the 
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wbole line of march extended almoft ten miles, chap. 
The ordinary poll of Julian was at the head of ^^^^• 
the centre column ; but as he preferred the du- 
ties of a general to the ftate of a monarch , he 
rapidly moved, with a fmall efcort of light ca- 
valry, to the front, the rear, the flanks, wherever 
his prefence could animate or protect the march 
of the Roman army. The country which they 
traverfed from the Chaboras, to the cultivated 
lands of Affyria , may be confidered as a part of 
the defer t of Arabia, a dry and barren wafte, 
which could never be improved by the' moft 
powerful arts of human induftry, Julian marched 
over the fame ground which had been trod above 
feven hundred years before by the footfleps of the 
younger Cyrus , and which is defcribed by one 
of the companions of his expedition, the fage and 
heroic Xenophon '^^. '* The country was a plaia 
'* throughout, as even as the fea , and full of 
*' wormwood; and if any other kind of shrubs 
" or reeds grew' there , they had all an aromatic 
** fmell ; but no trees could be feen. Buftards 
" and oftriches, antelopes and wild afTes ^* ^ ap- # 
*' peared to be the on|y inhabitants of the defert; 
" and the fatigues of the march were alleviated 
'* by the araufements of the chace. " The loofe 
fand of the defert was frequently raifed by the 
wind into clouds of duft : and a great number of 
the foldiers of Julian , with their tents, were fud- 
denVy thrown to the ground by the violence of 
an unexfpectcd hurricane. 

The fandy plains of Mefopotamia were aban- nu fuccefj. 
Vol. IV, I 
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CHAP, doned to the antelopes and wild affcs of the 
^^v- defert; but a variety of populous towns and vil- 
lages were pleafantly fituated on the banks of the 
Euphrates, and in the islands which are occa- 
fionally formed by that river. The city of An- 
nah, or Anatho **, the actual refidence of an 
Arabian Emir , is corapofed of two long ftreets , 
which inclofe within a natural fortification, a 
fmall island in the midft, and two fruitful fpots 
on either fide, of the Euphrates. The warlike 
inhabitants of Anatho shewed a difpofition to 
iftop the march of a Roman emperor ; till they 
were diverted from fuch fatal prefumption by the 
mild exhortations of prince Hormifdas, and the 
approaching terrors of the fleet and army. They 
implored, ^nd experienced , the clemency o£ 
Julian ; who tranfplanted the people to an ad- 
vantageous fettlement, near Chalcis in Syria, 
and admitted Pufeus, the governor, to an ho- 
nourable rank in his fervice and friendship. But 
^he impregnable fortrefs of Thilutha could fcorn 
the menace of a fiege ; and the emperor was 
obliged to content himfelf with an infulting pro- 
mife, that when he had^fubdued the interior 
provinces of Perfia, /Thilutha would no longer 
refufe to grace the triumph of the conqueror. 
The inhabitants of the open towns, unable to 
refift, and unwilling to yield, fled with preci- 
pitation; and their houfes, filled with fpoil and 
provifions , were occupied by the foldiers of Julian , 
who maffacred , without remorfe , and without 
punishment, fome defeqcelefs women. During 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



151 



the march, the Surenas , or Perfian general , chap. 
and Malek Rodofaccs, the renowned Emir of the ^^^^* 
tribe of Gaffan '** , inceffantly hovered round the 
; army : every ftraggler Mras intercepted ; every 
detachment was attacked; and the valiant Hor- 
mifdas cfcaped with fome difficulty from their 
hands. But the Barbarians were finally repulfed : 
the country became every day lefs favourable to 
the operations of cavalry ; and when the Romans 
arrived at Macepraota , they perceived the ruins 
of the wall, which had been conftructed by the 
ancient kings of Aflyria, to fegure their domi- 
nions from the incurfions of the Medes. Thefe 
preliminaries of the expedition of Julian appear 
to have employed about fifteen days; and we 
may compute near three hundred miles from the 
fortrefs of Circefium to the wall of Macepracta ''. 

The fertile province of Aflyria '* , which Wercnptioa 
flretched beyond the Tigris, as far as the moun- °^^^y"*- 
tains of Media " , extended about four hundred 
miles from the ancient wall of Macepracta to 
/ the territory of Bafra , where the united ftreams 
of the Euphrates and Tigris difcharge themfelves 
into the Perfian Gulf '\ The whole country 
might have claimed the peculiar name of Mefo- 
potamia ; as the two rivers , which are never 
more diftant than fifty , approach , between Bag- 
dad and Babylon, within twenty-five, miles of 
each other. A multitude of artificial canals , 
dug without much labour in a foft and yielding 
foil, connected the rivers, and interfected the 
plain, of Aflyria. The ufes of thefe artificial 
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CHAP* canals were various and important. They ferved 
^^^^' to difcharge the fuperfluous waters from one 
river into the other, at the feafon of their refpec- 
tive inundations. Subdividing themfelves into 
fmaller and fmaller branches , they refreshed the 
dry lands, and fupplied the deficiency of rain. 
They facilitated the intercourfe of peace and 
commerce; and, as the dams could be fpeedily 
broke down, they armed thedefpair of the Afiy- 
rians with the means of oppofmg a fudden de- 
luge to the progrefs of an invading army. To 
the foil and climate of Aflyria , nature h<id denied 
fomefof her choiceft gifts, the vine, the olive, 
and the fig-tree; but the food which fupports 
the life of man , and particularly wheat and bar- 
ley, were produced with inexhauftible fertility; 
and the husbandman , who committed his feed to 
the earth, was frequently rewarded with an en- 
creafc of two , or even of three , hundred. The 
face of the country was interfperfed with groves 
of innumerable palm-trees " ; atid the diligent 
natives celebrated , either in verfe or profe , the 
three hundred and fixty tifes to which the trunk, 
the branches, the leaves, the juice', and the 
fruit , were skilfully applied. Several manufac- 
tures, efpecially thofe of leather and linen, em- 
ployed the induftry of a numerous people, and 
afforded valuable materials for foreign trade ; 
which appears, however, to have* been conducted 
by the hands of ftrangers. Babylon bad been 
converted into a royal park; but near the ruins 
of the ancient capital, nc^y cities had fucceflively 
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arifen, and the populoufnefs of the country was chap, 
difplayed in the multitude of towns and villages , xxiv. 
which were built of bricks, dried in the fun, and 
ftrongly cemented with bitumen ; the natural 
and peculiar production of the Babylonian foil. 
While the fucceffors of Cyrus reigned over Afia , 
the province of Affyria alone maintained, during 
a third part of the year, the luxurious plenty of 
the table and houfehold of the Great King. 
Four confiderable villages were afligncd for the 
fubfiftence of his Indian dogs; eight hundred 
ftallions, arid fixteen thoufand mares, were con- 
ftantlykept, at the expence of the country, for 
the royal ftables : and as the daily tribute , which 
was paid to the fatrap , amounted to one English 
bushel of filver , we may compute the annual 
revenue of Aflyria at more than twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling '*. 

The fields of Aflyria were devoted by Julian Jj^^^y,"^^ 
to the calamities of war ; and the philofopher a. p. 363. 
retaliated on a guiltlefs people the acts of rapine 
and cruelty, which had been committed by their 
haughty mafter in the Roman provinces. The 
trembling Aflyrians fummoned the rivers to their 
affiftance; and completed , with their own hands, 
the ruin of their country. The roads were ren- 
dered impracticable ; a flood of waters was 
poured into the camp; and, during feveral days, 
the troops of Julian were obliged to contend 
with the moft difcouraging hardships. .But every 
obftacle was furmounted by the perfeverance of 
the legionaries , who were inured to toil as well 
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CHAr. as to danger, and who felt tbemfelves animated 
^^^^' by the fpirit of their leader. The damage was 
gradually repaired ; the waters were reftored to 
their proper channels; whole, groves of palm- 
trees were cut down, and placed along the brok- 
en parts of the road ; and the army pafled over 
the broad and deeper canals , on bridges of float- 
ing rafts , which were fupported by the help of 
bladders. Two cities of Aflyria prefumed to 
refifl: the arms of a Roman emperor : and they 
both paid the fevere penalty of their rashnefs. 
SJegre of At the diftance of fifty miles from the royal refi- 
dence of Ctefiphon, Perifabor , or Anbar, held 
the fecond rank in the province: a city, large, 
pppulous, and well fortified, furrounded with a 
double wall, almoft encompaffed by a branch of 
the Euphrates, and defended by the valour of 
a numerous garrifon. The^ exhortations of Hor- 
inifdas were repulfed with contempt; and the 
cars of the Perfian prince were wounded by a 
juft reproach, that, unmindful of his royal birth, 
he conducted an army of flrangers againft his 
king and country. The AfTyrians maintained 
their loyalty by a skilful, as well as vigorous, 
defence ; till the lucky ftioke of a battering-ram , 
haying opened a laige breach, by shattering one 
of the angles of the wall, they haflily retired 
into the fortifications of the interior citadel. The 
foldiers of Julian rushed impetuously into the 
town , and , after the full gratification of every 
military appetite, Perifabor was reduced to ashes; 
aiid the engines which aflaulted the citadel were 
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planted on the ruins of the fmoking houfes. 
The conteft was continued by an inceffant and 
mutual difcharge of miflTile weapons; and the 
fuperiority which the Romans might derive from 
the mechanical powers of their baliftae and cata- 
pultae was counterbalanced by the advantage of 
the ground on the fide of the befieged. But as 
foon as an HelepaUs had been conftructed, which 
could engage on equal terms with the loftieft 
ramparts , the tremendous afpect of a moving 
turret, that would leave no hope of refiftance or 
of mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadel 
into an humble fubmiifion; and the place was 
furrendered only two days after Julian firft ap* 
peared under the walls of Perifabor. Two thou- 
fand five hundred perfons, of both fexes, the 
feeble remnant of a flourishing people , were 
permitted to retire: the plentiful magazines o£ 
corn , of arms , and of fplendid furniture , were 
partly diftributed among the troops , and partly 
referved for the public fervice: the ufelefs ftores 
were deftroyed by fire, or thrown into the ftreara 
of the Euphrates; and the fate of Amida was 
revenged by the total ruin of Perifabor. 

The city, or rather fortrefs, of Mad^amalcha, 
which was defended by fixteen large towers, a 
deep ditch, and two ftrong and folid walls of 
brick and bitumen , appears to have been con- 
ftructed at the diftance of eleven miles, as the 
fafeguard of the capital of Perfia. The emperor, 
apprehenfive of leaving fuch an important foijtrefs 
in his rear, immediately formed the fiege of 
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CHAP. Maogamalcha ; and the Romin army was diftri- 
^^^^' buted, for that purpofe, into three divifions. 
Victor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a de- 
tachment of heavy -armed foot, was ordered to 
clear the country , as far as die banks of the Ti- 
gris , and the fuburbs of Ctefiphow. The con- 
duct of the attack was aflumed by Julian himfclf, 
who feemed to place his whole dependence in 
the military engines which he erected againft the 
walls; while he fecretly contrived a more effica- 
cious method of introducing his troops into the 
heart of the city. Under the direction of Ne- 
vitta and Dagalaiphus , the trenches were opened 
at a confiderable diftance , and gradually pro- 
longed as far as the edge of the ditch. The 
ditch was fpecdily filled with earth; and, by the 
incefTant labour of the troops, a mine was car- 
ried under the foundations of the walls , and fuf- 
tained, at fufBcient intervals, by props of tim- 
ber. Three chofen cohorts , advancing in a fin- 
gle file, filently explored the dark and danger- 
ous paffage; till their intrepid leader whifpered 
back the intelligence , that he was ready to iffue 
from his confinement into the ftreets of the hoftile 
city. Julian checked their ardour, that he might 
enfure their fuccefs; and immediately diverted 
the attention of the garrifon , by the tumult and 
clamour of a general affault. The Perfians, who, 
from their walls, contemptuously beheld the pro- 
grefs of an impotent attack, celebrated, with 
fongs of triumph , the glory of Sapor ; and 
ventured to affure the emperor, that he might 
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afcend the ftarry manfion ofSDrmufd , before he chap* 
could hope to take the impregnable city of Mao- xxiv. 

. gamalcha.. The city was already taken. Hiftory 
has recorded the name of a private foldier, the 
fir ft who afcended from the mine into a deferted 
tower. The pafTage was widened by his com- 
panions, who prefled forwards with inpatient 
valour. Fifteen hundred enemies were already 
in the midft of the city. The aftonished gar- 
rifon abandoned the walls, and their only hope 
of fafety; the gates were inftantly burft open; 
and the revenge of the foldier , unlefs it were 
fufpended by luft or avarice , was fatiated by an 
undiftinguishing maffacre. The governor , who 
had yielded on a promife of mercy , was burnt 
alive, a few days afterwards, on a charge «of hav- 
ing u*ttered fome (Jifrefpectful words againft the 
honour of Prince Hormifdas. The fortifications 
were razed to the ground ; and not a veftige 
was left, that the city of Maogamalcha had ever 
exifted. The neighbourhood of the capital of 
Perfia was adorned with three ftately palaces, 
laboriously enriched with every production that 
could gratify the luxury and pride of an Eaftern 
monarch. The pleafant fituation of the gardens 
along the banks of the Tigris, was improved, 
according to the Perfian tafte, by the fymmetry 
of flowers , fountains , and shady walks : and fpa- 
cious parks were inclofed for the reception of the 
bears, h'ons, and wild boars, which were main- 

. tained at a confiderable expence Tor the pleafure 
of the royal chace. The park -walls were broke ^ 
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CHAP, down , the favage game was abandoned to the 
^^^^- darts of the foldiers, and the palaces of Sapor were 
reduced to ashes , by the command of tjie Roman 
emperor. Julian, on this occafion , shewed him- 
felf ignorant , or carelefs , of the laws of civility , 
which the prudence and refinement of polished 
ages have eftablished between hoftile princes* 
Yet thefe wanton ravages need not excite in our 
breafts any vehement emotions of pity or refent- 
ment. A fimplc, naked ftatue, finished by the 
hand [of a Grecian artift, is of more genuine value 
than all thefe rude and coftly monuments of 
Barbaric labour : and , if we are more deeply 
affected by the ruin of a palace , than by the con- 
flagration of a cottage, our humanity muft have 
formed A very erroneous eftimate of the miferies 
of human life ". • 

Perfonai Julian was an object of terror and hatred to 
•f Julian.' ^^^ Perfians: and the painters of that nation re- 
prefented the invader of their country under the 
emblem of a furious lion, who vomited from his 
mouth a confuming fire '*. To h\s friends and 
foldiers, the philofophic hero appeared in a more 
amiable light; and his virtues were never more 
confpicuously difplayed , than in the laft , and 
mofl; active , period of his life. He practifed , 
without effort , and almoft without merit, the 
habitual qualities of temperance and fobriety. 
According to the dictates of that artificial wif- 
dom, which afTumes an abfolute dominion over 
the mind and 'body, he flernly refufed .himfelf 
the indulgence of the mofl: natural appetites ". 
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In the warm climate of Aflyria , which folicited chap. 
a luxurious people to the gratification of every xxiv. 
fenfual defire '**, a youthful conqueror preferved 
his chaftity pure and inviolate : nor was Julian 
ever tempted, even by a motive of curiofity, to 
vifit his female captives of exquifite beauty *' , 
who, inftead of refifting his power, would have 
difputed with each other the honour of his era- 
braces. AVith the fame firmnefs that he refifted 
the aUurements of love, he fuftained the hard- 
ships of war. When the Romans marched through 
the flat and flooded country, their fovercign, on 
foot , at the head of his legions , shared t^eir fa- 
tigues, and animated their diligence. In every 
ufeful labour , the hand of Julian was prompt 
and ftrenuous; and the Imperial purple was wet 
and dirty, as the coarfe garment of the meaneft 
foldier. The two fieges allowed him fome re- 
markable opportunities of fignalifing his perfonal 
valour , which , in the improved ftate of the mi- 
litary art, can feldom be exerted by a prudeni 
general. The emperor ftood before the citadel of 
Perifabor, infenfible of his extreme danger, and 
encouraged his troops to burft open the gates of 
iron, till he was almoft overwhelmed under a cloud 
of miffile weapons, and huge ftones, that were 
directed ag^inft his perfon. As he examined the 
exterior fortifications of Maogamalcha , two 
Perfians, devoting themfelves for their country, 
fuddenly rushed upon him with drawn fcimitars : 
the emperor dexterously received their blows on his 
uplifted shield; and, with a fleady and well-aimed 
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CHAP, thruft, laid one of his adverfaries dead at his feet. 

XXIV. rpj^^ eftcem of ,a prince who pofleffes the virtues 
which he approves , is the nobleft recompencc of 
a deferving fubject ; and the authority which 
Julian derived from his perfonal merit, enabled 
him to revive and enforce the rigour of ancient 
difcipline. He punished with death ^ or ignominy, 
the misbehaviour of three troops of horfe , who, 
in a skirmish with the Surenas , had loft their 
honour, and one of their ftandards : and he diftin- 
guished with objtdional ** crowns the valour of the 
foremoft foldiers , who had afcended into the city 
of Maogamalcha. After the fiege of Perifabor, the 
firmnefs of the emperor was exercifed by the in- 
folent avarice of the army, who loudly com- 
plained, that their fervices were rewarded by a 
trifling donative of one hundred pieces of filver. 
His juft indignation was expreffed in the grave 
and manly language of a Roman. " Riches are 
35 the object of your defires? thofe riches are in 
53 the hands of the Perfians ; and the fpoils of 
33 this fruitful country are propofed as the prize 
38 of your valour and difcipline. • Believe me , ** 
added Julian , " the Roman repubhc , which for- 
55 merly poffefTed fuch immenfe treafures , is now 
33 reduced to want and wretchednefs ; fince our 
35 princes have been perfuaded , by weak and 
33 intcrefted minifters , to purchafe with gold the 
33 tranquillity of the Barbarians. The revenue 
35 is exhaufted; the cities are ruined; the pro- 
55 vinces arc difpeopled. For myfelf , the only 
35 inheritance that I have received from my royal 
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,, anceftors , is a foul incapable of fear; and as chap. 

„ long as I am convinced that eveyy real advan- xxiv. 

,, tage is feated in the mind, I shall not blu<;h to 

,, acknowledge an honourable poverty, which, 

,, in the days of ancient virtue, was confidered 

,, as the glory of Fabricius. That glory, and 

, , that virtue , may be your own , if you liften to 

,, the voice of Heaven , and of your leader. But 

,^ if you will rashly perfift, if you are determined 

., to renew the shameful and mifchievous exam- 

,, pies of old feditions , proceed — As it becomes 

,, an emperor who has filled the firft rank among 

„ men, 1 am prepared to die, ftanding; and to 

,, defplfe a precarious life, which; every hour, 

,, may depend on an accidental fever. If I have 

,, been found unworthy of the command, there 

,, are now among you (I fpeak it wi^h pride and 

„ pleafure), there are many chief** , whofe merit 

„ and experience are equal . to the conduct of 

,, the moft important war. Such has been the 

„ temper of my reign, that I can retire, with- 

,, out regret , and without apprehenfion , to 

,, the obfcurity of a private ftation *\ " The 

modeft refolution of Julian was anfwered by the 

unanimous applaufe and cheerful obedience of 

the Romans ; who declared ^ their confidence of 

victory, while they fought under the banners of 

their heroic prince. Their courage was kindled 

by his frequent and familiar afleverations (for 

fuch wishes were the oaths of Julian), ** So may 

,, I reduce the Perfians under the yoke ! " ** Thus 

,, may I reftore the ftrength and fplendour of the 
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,, republic ! " The love of f&me was the ardent 
paffion of his foul : but it was not before he 
trampled on the ruins of Maogamalcha , that he 
allowed himfelf to fay , " We have now provided 
,, fome materials for the fophift of Antioch '*. " 

The fuccefsful valour of Julian had triumphed 
over all the obftacles that oppofed his march to 
the gates of Ctefiphon. But the reduction j or 
even the fiege , of the capital of Perfia , was ftill 
at a diftance : nor can the military conduct of 
^ the emperor be clearly apprehended, without a 
knowledge of the country which was the theatre 
of his bold and skilful operations ^\ Twenty 
miles to the fouth of Bagdad , and on the eaftern 
bank of the Tigris , the curiofity of travellers has 
obferved fome ruins of the palaces of Ctefiphon, 
which , in the time of Julian , was a great and 
populous city. The name and glory of the ad- 
jacent Seleucia were for ever extinguished ; and 
the only remaining quarter of that Greek colony 
had refumed , with the Affyrian language and 
manners , the primitive appellation of Coche. 
Coche was fituate on the weftern fide of the Ti- 
gris; but it was naturally confidered as a fuburb 
of Ctefiphon , with which we may fuppofe it to 
have been connected by a permanent bridge of 
boats. The united parts contributed to form the 
common epithet of Al Modain , the cities , 
which the Orientals have beftowed on the winter 
refidence of the Saffanides ; and the whole cir- 
cumference of the Perfian capital was ftrongly 
fortified by the >yaters of the river, by lofty walls, 
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and by imprapticable morafles. Near the ruins chap: 
of Seleucia , the camp of Julian was fixed ; and ^^^* 
fecured, by a ditch and rampart, againft the Tal- 
lies of the numerous and enterprifing garrifon of 
Coche. In this fruitful and pleafant country , the 
Romans were plentifully fupplied with water and 
forage : and feveral forts , which might have em- 
barraffed the motions of the army, fubmitted, 
after fome refiftance , to the efforts of their valour. 
The fleet paffed from the Euphrates into ai^ arti- 
ficial derivation of that river , which pours a 
copious and navigable ftream into the Tigris , 
at a fmall diftance below the great city. If they 
had followed this royal canal , which bore the 
name of Nahar-Malcha '*, the intermediate fitu- 
ation of Coche would have feparated the fleet 
and army of Julian; and the rash attempt of 
fleering againft the current of the Tigris, and 
forcing their way through the midft of a hoftile 
capital, muft have been attended with the total 
deftruction of the Roman navy. The prudence 
of the emperor forefaw the danger , and pro- 
vided the remedy. As he had minutely ftudied 
the operations of Trajan* in the fame country, 
he foon recollected , that his warlike predeceffor 
had dug a new and navigable canal , which , leav- 
ing Coche on the right-hand, conveyed the 
waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river Ti- 
gris, at fome diftance above the cities. From the 
information of the peafants, Julian afcertained 
the veftiges of this ancient work, which were 
almoft obliterated by defign or accident. By the 
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CHAP, indefatigable labour of the foldiers,, a broad and 
^^^^' deep channel was fpeedily prepared for the recep- 
tion of the Euphrates. A ftrong dike was con- 
ftructed to interrupt the ordinary current of the 
Nahar-Malcha : a flood of waters rushed impe- 
tuously into their new bed ; and the Roman fleet, 
.fleering their triumphant courfe into the Tigris, 
derided the vain and ineffectual barriers which 
the Perfians of Ctefiphon had erected to oppofe 
their paflage. 
Paflage of As it became neceffary to tranfport the Roman 
Indole- ** army over the Tigris, another labour prefented 
toryofthe itfelf,- of Icfs toil , but of more danger, than the 
Romans, preccding^ expedition. The ftream was broad 
and rapid; the afcent fteep and difficult; and the 
intrenchments which had been formed on the 
ridge of the oppofite bank , were lined with a 
numerous army of heavy cuiraffiers , dextrous 
archers, and huge elephants; who (according to 
the extravagant hyperbole of Libanius) could 
trample , with the fame eafe , a field of corn, or 
a legion of Romans *^. In the prefence of fuch 
an enemy , the conftruction of a bridge was im- 
practicable ; and the intrepid prince , who inftantly 
feized the only poffible expedient, concealed his 
defign , till the moment of execution , from the 
knowledge of the Barbarians , of his own troops, 
and even of his generals themfelves. Under the 
fpecious pretence of examining the ftate of the 
magazines, fourfcore veflels were gradually un- 
laden; and a felect detachment, apparently def- 
tined for Ibme fecret expedition, was ordered to 
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fiand to their arms on the lirft fignal. Julian chap. 
difguifed the filent anxiety of his own mind with ^^^^* 
fmiles of confidence and joy ; and amufed the 
hoftile nations with the fpectacle of military 
games , which he infultingly celebrated under the 
walls of Coche. The day was confecrated to 
pleafure ; but , as foon as the hour of fupper was 
paft , the emperor fummoned the generals to his 
tent ; and acquainted them , that he had fixed 
that night for the pafTage of the Tigris. They 
flood in filent and refpectful aftonishment , but , 
when the venerable Salluft affumcd the privilege 
of his age and experience , the reft of the chiefs 
fupported with freedom the weight -bf his pru- ^ 

dent remonftrances ", Julian contented himfelf 
with obferying , that conqueft and fafcty depended 
on the attempt; that, inftead of diminishing, the 
number of their enemies would be incrcafed , by 
^ fucceffive reinforcements ; and that a longer de- 
lay would neither contract the breadth of the 
ftream , nor level the height of the bank. The 
fignal was inftantly given , and obeyed : the 
mod impatient of the- legionaries leaped into five 
veffels that lay neareft'to the bank; and, as they 
plied their oars with intrepid diligence , they were 
lofl:', after a few moments, in the darknefs of the 
night. A flame arofe on the oppofite fide ; and 
Julian , who too clearly underftood that his fore- 
moft vefTels , in attempting to land , had been 
fired by the enemy, dexterously converted their 
extreme danger into a prefage of victory. ^* Our 
,, £ellow-foldiers , " he eagerly exclaimed, ^' arc 
VoLlV. K 
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CHAP. ,, already matters oftho-bank; fee — they make 
^^^^' „ the appointed fignal : let us haften to emulate 
,, and affift their courage. " The united and 
rapid motion of a great fleet broke the violence 
of the current , and they reached the eaftern shore 
of the Tigris with fufficient fpeed to extinguish 
the flames , and refcue their adventurous com- 
panions. The difficulties of a fteep and lofty 
afcent were increafed by the weight \of armour, 
and the darknefs of the night. A shower of 
ftones , darts , and fire , was incefTantly difcharged 
on the heads of the aflailants ; who , after an 
arduous ftruggle , climbed the bank, and ftood 
victorious *'upon the rampart. As foon as they 
poflefled a more equal field , Julian , who , with his 
light-infantry , had led the attack •*' , darted 
through the ranks a skilfull and experienced 
eye: his braveft foldiers, according to the pre- 
cepts of Homer '*, were diftributed in the fronts 
and rear ; and all the trumpets of the Imperial 
army founded to battle. The Romans, after 
fending up a military shout , advanced in mea- 
fured fteps to the animating notes of martial 
mufic; launched their formidable javelins; and 
rushed forwards with drawn fwords, to deprive 
the Barbarians , by a clofer onfet , of the advan- 
tage of their mifllle weapons. The whole en- 
gagement lafted above twelve hours ; till the 
gradual retreat of the Perfians was changed into 
a diforderly flight, of which the shameful ex- 
ample was given by the principal leaders , and 
the Surenas himfelf. They were purfued to the 
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gates of Ctefiphon ; and the conquerors might 
have entered the difmayed city ^' , if their gene- 
ral Victor, who was dangerously wounded with 
an arrow, had not conjured them to defift from a 
rash attempt , which muft be fatal ^ if it were not 
fuccefsful. On their fide , the Romans acknow- 
ledged the lofs of only feventyfive men ; while 
they affirmed , that the Barbarians had left on 
the field of battle two thoufand five hundred , or 
even fix thoufand , of their braveft foldiers. The 
fpoil was fuch as might be expected from the 
riches and luxury of an Oriental camp ; large 
quantities of filver and gold, fplendii^ arms and 
trappings , and beds and tables of mafTy filver. The 
victorious emperor difl;ributed; as the rewards of 
valour , fome honourable gifts , civic , and mural, 
and naval , crowns ; which he , and perhaps he 
alone , efteenied more precious than the wealth of 
Afia. A folemn facrifice was offered to the god of 
war, but the appearances of the victims threatened 
the mofl inaufpicious events; and Julian foon dif- 
covered, by lefs ambiguous figns, that he had 
now reached the term of his profperity ^*. 

On the fecond day afcer the battle , the domef- 
tic guards , the Jovians and Herculians , and the 
remaining troops , which compofed near two 
thirds of the whole army , were fecurely wafted 
over the Tigris'*. While the Pcrfians beheld 
firom the walls of Ctefiphon the defolation of the 
adjacent country , Juh'an caft many an anxious 
look towards the North , in full expectation , that 
as he himfelf had victoriously penetrated to the 
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CHAP, capital of Sapor, the march and junction of his 
XXIV. lieutenants, Sebaftian and Procopius, would be 
executed with the fame courage and diligence. 
His expectations were difappoint^d by the trea- 
chery of the Armenian king , who permitted , and 
^ moft probably directed, the defertion of his auxi- 
liary troops from the camp of the Romans '* ; 
and by the diffentions of the two generals , who 
were incapable of forming or executing any plan 
for the public fervice. When the emperor had 
relinquished the hope of this important reinforce- 
ment, he condefcended to hold a council of war, 
and approved , after a full debate , the fentirbent 
of thofe generals , who difTuaded the fiege of 
Ctefiphon , as a fruitlefs and pernicious under- 
taking. It is not eafy for us to conceive , by 
what arts of fortification , a city 'thrice befieged 
and taken by the predeceflbrs of . Julian , could 
be rendered impregnable againft an army of fixty 
thoufand Romans, commanded by a brave and 
.experienced general , and abundantly fupplied 
with ships , provifions , battering engines , and 
military ftores. But we may reft affured, from 
the love of glory, and contempt of danger, which 
formed the character of Julian , that he was not 
difcouraged by any trivial or imaginary obfta- 
,cles ^'. At the very time when he declined the 
^fiege of Ctefiphon, he rejected, with obftinacy 
and disdain , the moft flattering offers of a nego- 
ciation of peace. Sapor, who had been fo long 
accuftomed to the tardy oftentation of Conftan- 
tius, was furprifed by the intrepid diligence of 
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his fucceffor. As far as the confines of India and chap. 
Scythia , the fa traps of the diftant provinces were xxiv. 
ordered to aflfemble their troops , and to march , 
without delay , to the afliftance of their monarch. 
But their preparations were dilatory, their mo- 
tions slow ; and before Sapor could lead an army 
into the field , he received the melancholy intel- 
ligence of the devaftation of Affyria, the ruin of 
his palaces ^ and the slaughter of his braveft 
troops , who defended the paflage of the Tigr4s. 
The pride of royalty was humbled in the duft; 
he took his repafts on the ground; and the dif- 
order of his hair expreffed the grief and anxiety 
of his mind. Perhaps he would not have refufed 
to purchafe, with one half of his kingdom, the 
iafety of the remainder ; arid he would have 
2;ladly fnbfcribed himfclf , in a treaty of peace, 
the faithful and dependent ally of the Roman 
conqueror. Under the pretence of private bufi- 
nefs , a minifter of rank and confidence was fe- 
cretly difpatched to embrace the knees of Hor- 
mifdas , and to requeft , in the language of a fup- 
pliant , that he^ niight be introduced into the 
prefcnce of the emperor. The SafTanian prince, 
whether he liflened to the voice of pride or hu- 
manity, whether he confulted the fentiments of 
his birth , or the duties of his fituation , >*^as 
equally inclined to promote a- falutary meafure , 
which would terminate the calamities of Perfia » 
and fecure the triumph of Rome. He was afto- 
nished by the inflexible firmnefs of a hero , who 
remembered, moft unfortunately for himfelf , and 
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CHAP, for his country, that Alexander had uniformly 
XXIV. rejected the propofitions of Darius. But as Ju- 
lian was fenfible , that the hope of a fafe and 
honourable peace might cool the ardour of his 
troops i he earneftly requefted , that Hormifdas 
would privately difmifs the minifter of Sapor , 
and conceal this dapgerous temptation from the 
knowledge of the camp '\ 
tie bums ^he honour , as well as intereft, of Julian , 
his fleet, forbade him to confume his time under the im- 
pregnable walls of Ctefiphon ; and as often as 
Ik defied the Barbarianji , whp defended the city, 
to meet him on the open plain , they prudently 
replied , that if he defired to exercife his valour,, 
he might feek the army of the Great King. He 
felt the infult, and he accepted the advice. In- 
flead of confining his fervile march to the banks 
of the Euphrates and Tigris , he refolved to 
imitate the adventurous fpirit of Alexander , and 
boldly to advance into the inland provinces , till 
he forced his rival to contend with him , perhaps 
in the plains of Arbela, for the empire of Afia. 
The magnanimity of Julian was applauded and 
^ betrayed, by the arts of a noble Perfian, who, 

in the caufc of his country , had generously fub- 
mitted to act a part full of danger , of falfehood , 
and of shame ''. With a train of faithful fol- 
lowers, he deferted to the Imperial camp; cx- 
pofed, in a fpecious tale, the injuries which he 
had fuftatned ; exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor , 
the difcontent of the people , and the weaknefs of 
the monarchy , and confidently offered himfelf as 
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the hoftage and guide of the Roman march, chap. 
The moft rational grounds of fufpicion were ^^^^* 
urged , without effect , by the wifdom and expe- 
rience of Hormifdas; and the credulous Julian, 
receiving the traitor into his boforti , was per- 
fuaded to iffue an hafty order, which , in the opi- 
nion of mankind , appeared to' arraign his pru- 
dence , and to endanger his fafety. He dcftroyed , 
in a fingle hour, the whole navy, which had been 
tranfpOrted above five hundred miles, at fo great 
an expence of toil , of treafure , and of blood. 
Twelve , or,, at the moft, twenty-two , fraall vef- 
fels were faved , to accompany , on carriages , the 
march of the army , and to form occafional 
bridges for the paflage of the rivers. A fupply 
of twenty days provifions was referved for the 
ufe of the foldiers ; and the reft of the magazines, 
with a fleet of eleven hundred veffels, which 
rode, at anchor in the Tigris , were abandoned to 
the flames , by the abfolute command of tho em- 
peror. The Chriftian bishops , Gregory and 
Auguftin , infult the madnefs of the apoftate , 
who executed , with his own hands, the fentence 
of divine juftice. Their authority, of lefs weight, 
perhaps , in a military queftion , is confirmed by 
the cool judgment of an experienced foldier, 
who was himfelf fpcctator of the conflagration , 
and who could not difapprove the reluctant mur- 
murs of the troops ^'. Yet there are not want- 
ing fome fpecious ,* and perhaps folid , reafons , 
which might juftify the refolution of Julian. 
The navigation of the Euphrates never afcended 
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CHAP. 
XXIV. 



ft ml march- 
es aRainft 

Sapor. 



above Babylon , nor that of the Tigris above 
Opis ^\ The diftance of the laft-mentioned city 
from the Roman camp was not very confiderable; 
and Julian muft foon have renounced the vain 
and impracticable attempt of forcing upwards a 
great fleet againft the ftream of a rapid river '*, 
wh'ch in feveral 'places was embarraffed by natu- 
ral or artificial cataracts ". The power of fails 
and oars was infufficient;. it became neceffary to 
tow the ships againft the current of the river; the 
flrength of twenty thoufand foldiers was exhaufted 
in this tedious and fervile labour ; and if the 
Romans continued to march along the banks of 
the Tigris , they could only expect to return home 
without atchieving any enterprize worthy of the 
genius or fortune of their leader. If , on the 
contrary, it vras advifeable to advance into the 
inland country , the deftruction of the fleet and 
magazines Was the only meafure which could 
fave, that valuable prize from the hands of the 
numerous and active troops which might fud- 
denly be poured from the gates of Ctcfiphon. 
Had the arms of Julian been victorious , we 
should now admire the conduct, as well as the 
courage , of a hero , who, by depriving his fol- 
diers of the hopes of a retreat , left them only the 
alternative of death or conqueft **. 

The cumberfome train of artillery and wag- 
gons , which retards the operations of a modern 
army , were in a great meafurt unknown in the 
camps of the Romans". Yet, in every age, the 
fubfiftence of fixty thoufand men muft have beefi 
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one of the moft important cares of a prudent citap^ 
general ; and that fubfiftence could only be drawn ^^^^' 
from his own or from the enemy's country. Had 
it been poffible for Julian to maintain a bridge of 
communication on the Tigris, and to preferve 
the conquered places of AfTyria , a defolated pro- 
vince could not afford any large or regular fup- 
phes , in a feafon of the year when the lands were 
covered by the inundation of the Euphrates '*, 
and the unwholeforae air was darkened with 
fwarms of innumerable infects ". The appear- 
ance of the hoftile country was far more inviting. 
The extenfive region that lies between the river 
Tigris and the mountains of Media, was filled 
with villages and towns; and the fertile foil, for 
the moft part , was in a very improved ftate of 
cultivation. Julian might expect, that a con- 
queror, who poffeffed the two forcible inftruments 
of perfuafion , fteel and gold , would eafily pro- 
cure a plentiful fubfiftence from the fears or ava-, 
rice of the natives. But, on the approach of the 
Romans, this rich aqd fmiling profpect was in- 
ftantly blafted. Wherever they moved, the in- 
habitants deferted the open villages, and took 
shelter in the fortified towns ; the cattle was 
driven away; the grafs and ripe corn were con- 
fumed with fire; and, as foon as the flames had 
fubfided which interrupted the inarch of Julian , 
he beheld the m^ancholy face of a fmoking and 
naked defert. This defperate but effectual method 
of defence, can only be executed by the enthu- 
fiafm of a people who prefer their independence 
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CHAP, to their property ; or by the rigour of an arbitra* 
XXIV. jy government , which confults the public fafety 
without fubmitting to their inclinations the liberty 
of choice. On the prefent occafion , the zeal and 
obedience of the Perfians fecondcd the commands 
of Sapor; and the emperor was foon reduced to 
the fcanty ftock of provifions, which continually 
^vafted in his hands. Before they were entirely 
confumed , he might ftill have reached the 
wealthy and unwarlike cities of Ecbatana , or 
Sufa, by the effort of a rapid and well-directed 
march '* ; but he was deprived of this laft refourcc 
by his ignorance of the roads, and by the perfidy 
of his guides. The Romans wandered feveral 
days in the country to the eaftward of Bagdad : 
the Perfian deferter , who had artfully led them 
into the fnare, efcaped from their refentment; 
and his followers, as foon as they were put to 
the torture , conftffed the fecret of the confpiracy. 
The vifionary conquefts of Hyrcania and India, 
which had fo long amufed, now tormented, 
the mind of Julian. Confcious that his own 
imprudence was the caufe of the public diftrcfs, 
he anxiously balanced the hopes of fafety or 
fuccefs, without obtaining a fatisfactory anfwer 
either from god^ or men. At length , as the only 
practicable meafure , he embraced the refolution 
of directing his fteps towards the banks of the 
Tigris , with the defign of favicig the army by a 
hafty march to the confines of Corduene ; a fertile 
and friendly province, which acknowledged the 
fovereignty of Rome. The defponding troops 
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obeyed the fignal of the retreat, only feventy chap. 
days after they had paffed the Chaboras , with . ^xiv. 
the fanguine expectation of fubvcrting the thione Jnneitf. 
pf Perfia *\ 

As long as the Romans feemed to advance Retreat 
into the country , their march was obferved and *" the^R^/* 
infulted from a diftancc, by feveral bodies of man army. 
Perfian cavalry; who shewing therafelves, fome- 
times in loofe, and fometimes in clofer, or- 
der, faintly skirmished with the advanced guards. 
Thefe detachments were, however, fupported by 
a much greater forces and the heads of the co- 
lumns were no fooner pointed towards the Tigris, 
.than a cloud of duft arofe on 'the plain. The 
Romans, who now afpired only to the permiflion 
of a fafe and fpeedy retreat, endeavoured to 
perfuade themfelves , that this formidable appear- 
ance was occafioned by a troop of wild affes, or 
perhaps by the approach of fome friendly Arabs. 
They halted, pitched their tents, fortified their 
camp, pafTed the whole night in continual alarms; 
and difcovered , at the dawn of day , that they 
were furrounded by an army of Perfians. This 
army, which might be cdnfidered only as the 
van of the Barbarians, was foon followed by 
the main body of cuiraffiers, archers, and ele- 
phants, commanded by Meranes, a general of 
rank and reputation. He was accompanied by 
t^o of the king's fons, and many of the principal 
fatraps; and fame and expectation exaggerated 
the ftrength of the remaining powers , which 
slowly advanced under the conduct of Sapor 
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CHAP, himfelf. As the Romans continued their march , 
^^*^* their long array , which was forced to bend , or 
divide , according to the varieties of the ground , 
afforded frequent and favourable opportunities 
to their vigilant enemies. The Perfians repeat- 
edly charged with fury ; they were repeatedly 
repulfed with firmnefs; and the action at Ma- 
ronga , which almoft deferved the name of a bat- 
tle , was marked by a confiderable lofs of fatraps 
and elephants , perhaps of equal value in the eyes 
of their monarch. Thefe fplendid advantages 
were not obtained without an adequate slaughter 
on the fide of the Romans: feveral officers of 
diftinction were* either killed or wounded; and 
the emperor himfelf, who, on all occafions of 
danger, infpired and guided the valour of his 
troops , was obliged to expofe his perfon , and 
exert his abilities. The weight of ofFenfive and 
defenfive arms, which ftill conftituted the ftrength 
and fafety of the Romans, difabled them from 
making any long or effectual purfuit; and as the 
horfemen of the Eaft were trained to dart their 
javelins , and shoot their arrows , at full fpeed , 
and in every poITible direction " , the cavalry of 
Perfia was never more formidable than in the 
moment of a rapid and diforderly flight. But 
the moft certain and irreparable lofs of the Ro- 
mans , was that of time. The hardy veterans , 
accuftomed to the cold climate of Gaul arid Gelk- 
many, fainted under the fultry heat of an Af- 
fyrian fummer; their vigour was exhaufled by 
the inceifant repetition of march and combat; 
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and the progrefs of the army was fufpended by chap. 
the precautions of a slow and dangerous retreat, xxiv. 
in the prefence of an active enemy. Every day , 
every hour , as the fupply diminished , the value 
and price of fubfiftence increafed in the Roman 
camp '*. Julian, who always contented himfclf 
with fuch food as a hungry foldier would have 
difdained, diftributed, for the ufe of the troops, 
the provifions of the Imperial houfehold, and 
whatever could be fpared from the fumpter. 
horfes of the tribunes and generals. But this 
feeble relief ferved only to aggravate the fenfe 
•of the public diftrefs; and the Romans began to 
entertain the moft gloomy apprehenfions , that 
before they could reach the frontiers of the em- 
pire , they should all perish , either by famine , 
or by the fword of the*Barbarians **. 

While Julian ftruggled with the almoft infu- '^"^**" *^ 
perable difficulties of his fituation , the filent woumicd. 
hours of the night were ftill devoted to ftudy 
and contemplation. Whenever he clofed his 
eyes in short and interrupted slumbers , his mind 
was agitated with painful anxiety; nor can it be 
thought furprifing , that the Genius of the empire 
should once more appear before him, covering 
with a funereal veil , his head , and his horn of 
abundance , and slowly retiring from the Imperial 
tent. The monarch flarted from his couch , and 
ftepping forth, to refresh his wearied fpirits with 
the coolnefs of the midnight air, he beheld a 
fiery meteor^ which shot athwart the sky, and 
fuddenly vanished. Julian was convinced that 
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CHAP, he had feen the menacing countenance of the 
XXIV. god pf war **; the council which he fummoned, 
of TufcanHarufpices **, unanimously pronounced 
that he should abftain from action : but on 
this occafion , neceflity and rcafon were more 
prevalent than fuperftition ; and the trumpets 
founded at the break of day. The army marched 
through a hilly country ; and the hills had been 
fecretly occupied by the Perfians. Julian led 
the van, with the skill and attention of a con- 
fummate general; he|Was alarmed by the intel- 
ligence that his rear was fuddenly attacked. The 
heat of the weather had tempted him to lay afide 
his cuirafs ; but he Ihatched a shield from one of 
his attendants , and haftened , with a fufficient 
reinforcement, to the relief of the rear- guard. 
A fimilar danger recalled the intrepid prince to 
the defence of the front; and as he galloped 
between the columns , the ceritre of the left was 
attacked , and almoft overpowered , by a furious 
charge of the Perfian cavalry and elephants. 
This huge body w^as foon defeated, by the well- 
timed evolution of the light infantry, who aimed 
their weapons , with dexterity and eifect, againft 
the backs of the horfemen , and the legs of the 
elephants. The Barbarians fled ; and Julian , 
who was foremoft in every danger, animated the 
purfuit with his voice and geftures. His trem- 
bling guards, fcattered and oppreffed by the dif- 
orderly throng of friends and enemies, reminded 
their fearlefs fovereign that he was without ar- 
mour; and conjured him to decline the fall of 
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the impending ruin. As they exclaimed *' , a •ciIaf: 
cloud of darts and arrows was difchargcd from the ^xiv. 
flying fquadrons ; and a javelin , after razing the 
skin of his arm , tranfpierced the ribs , and fixed 
in the inferior part of the* liver. Julian attempt- 
ed to draw the deadly weapon from his fidt; 
but his fingers were cut by the sharpnefs of the 
fteel , and he fell fenfelefs from his horfe. His 
guards flew to his relief; and the wounded em- 
peror was gently raifed fi-om the ground, and 
conveyed *put of the tumult of the battle into an 
adjacent tent. The report of the melancholy 
event pafTed from rank to rank ; but the grief of 
the Romans infpired them with invincible valour, 
and the defire of revenge. The bloody and 
obftinate conflict was maintained by the two 
armies , till they were feparatcd by the total dark- 
nefs of the night. The Perfians derived fome 
honour from the advantage which they obtained 
againft the left wing , where Anatolius , mafter 
of the offices, was slain, and the praefect Sallufl: 
very narrowly efcaped. But the event of the day 
was adverfe to the Barbarians. They abandoned 
the field , their two generals, Meranes, and No- 
hordates ** , fifty nobles or fatraps , and a muL 
titude of their braveft foldiers : and the fuccefs of 
the Romans, if Julian had furvived, might have 
been improved into a decifive and ufeful victory. 

The firft words that Julian uttered, after his ''?* ^;=^^ 
recovery from the fainting fit, into which he had a. p. 363.' 
been thrown by lofs of blood , were cxpreflive of June 26, 
his martial fpirit. He called for his horfe and 
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chTaf^ arms, and was impatient to rush into the battle. 

XXIV. His remaining ftrength was e^ihaufted by the 
painful effort ; and the furgcons , who examined 
his wound , difcovered the fymptoms of ap- 
proaching death. He- employed the awful mo- 
ments with the firm temper of a hero and a fagej 
the philofophers who had accompanied him in 
this fatal expedition , compared the tent of Julian 
with the prifon of Socrates ; and the fpectators , 
whom duty , or friendship , or curiofity , had af- 
fembled round his couch , liftened with refpect- 
ful grief to the funeral oration ,of their dying 
eipperor '^ "Friends and fellow- foldiers, the 
„ feafonable period of my departure is now ar- 
i, rived, and I difcharge, with the cheerfulnefs 
,; of a ready debtor , the demands of nature. 
„ I have learned from philofophy , how much the 
„ foul is more excellent than the body; and that 
„ the feparation of the nobler fubftance , should 
„ be the fubject of joy , rather than of affliction. 
„ I have learned from religion , that an early 
„ death has often been the reward of piety '*; 
„ and I accept, as a favour of the gods, the 
„ mortal ftroke , that fccures me from the dan- 
,, ger of difgracing a character, which has hi- 
„ therto been fupported by virtue and fortitude. 
„ I die without remorfe , as 1 have lived with- 
„ out guilt. I am pleafed to reflect on the in- 
„ nocence of my private life; and I can affirm 
„ with confidence, that the fupreme authority, 
3, that emanation of the Divine Power, has been 
„ prefcrved in my hands pure and immaculate. 

„ De. 
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„ Detefting tl^ corrupt and deftructive maxims chap. 
„ of defpotifra^ I have confidered the happinefs x^^^- 
„ of the people as the end of government. 
„ Submitting my actions to the laws of prudence, 
5, of juftice , and of moderation , 1 have trufted 
„ the event to the care of Providence. Peace 
„ was the object of my counfels, as long as peace 
„ was confiftcnt with the public welf4rc ; but 
„ when the imperious voice of my country fum- 
,, rooned mc to arms, I expofed my perfon to 
„ the dangers of war , with the clear fore-know- 
,, ledge (which I had acquired from the art of 
5, divination) that I was deftined to fall by the 
„ fword. I now offer my tribute of gratitude 
,, to the Eternal Being, who has not fufiered me 
„ to perish by the cruelty of a tyrant, by the 
,, fecret dagger of confpiracy , or by the slow 
„ tortures of lingering difeafe. He has given 
,, me, in the midft of an honour^le career, a 
„ fplendidand glorious departure frdm this world; 
„ and I hold it equally abfurd , equally bafe , 
„ tofolicit, or to decline, the ftroke of fate. — 
„ Thus much I have attempted to fay ; but 
,, my ftrength fails me , and I feel the approach 
,, of deaths — I shall cau5:iously refrain from 
,, any word that may tend to influence your 
,^ fuffrages in the election of an emperor. My 
,, choice might be imprudent, or injudicious; 
^, and if it shodld not be ratified by the con- 
,, fent of the 'army, it might be fatal to the 
,, perfon whom I should recommend. I shall 
,, only , as a good citizen , exprefs my hopes , 
Vol. IV. L 
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^xxi^' „ that the Romans may be bleffi|d with the go- 
,, vernment of a virtuous fovereign. '* After 
this difcourfe , which Julian pronounced in a firm 
and gentle tone of voice, he diftributed, by a 
military teftament '^ , the remain's of his private 
fortune; and making fome enquiry why Anato- 
lius was not prefent , he underftood , from the 
anfwer of Salluft , that Anatolius was killed ; and 
bewailed, with amiable inconfiftency, the lofs of 
his friend. At the fame time he reproved the 
immoderate grief of the fpectators; and conjured 
them not to difgrace , by unmanly tears , the fate 
of a prince , who in a few moments would be 
united with heaven , and with the ftars **. The 
fpectators were filcnt ; and Julian entered into a 
metaphyfical argument .with the philofophers 
Prifcus and Maximus, on the nature of the foul. 
The efforts which he made , of mind , as well as 
body, moft probably haftened his death. His 
wound began to bleed with fresh violence ; his 
refpiration was embarraffed by the fwelling of the 
veins: he called for a draught of cold water, and, 
as foon as he had drank it , expired without pain , 
about the hour of midnight. Such was the end of 
that extraordinary man , in the thirty-fecond year 
of his age , after a reign of one year and about 
eight months , from the death of Conftantius. In 
his laft moments he difplayed , perhaps with fome 
oftentation, the love of virtue and of fame, which 
had been the ruling paflions of his life **. 
fhe mpe?^ The triumph of Chriftianity, ?nd the calami- 
Tor Jovian, t^es of the empire , may , in fome meafure , be 
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afcribed to Julian himfelf^ who had neglected to en At'. 
fecure the future execution of his defigns , by the ^'^^'^• 
timely and judicious nomination of an affociate jung l^j^' 
and fucceflbr. But the royal race of Conftantius 
Chlorus was reduced to his own perfon ; and if 
he entertained any ferious thoughts of inverting 
with the purple the moft worthy among the Ro- 
mans , he was diverted from his refolution by the 
difficulty of the choice, the jealoufy of power, 
the fear of ingratitude , and the natural prefupp- 
tion of health , of youth , and of profperity. His 
unexpected death left the empire without a maf- 
ter, and without an heir, in a ftate of perplexity 
and danger , which , in the fpace of fourfcore 
years, had never been experienced, fince the elec- 
tion of Diocletian. In a government, which had 
almoft forgotten the diftinction of pure and no- 
ble blood, the fuperiority of birth was of little 
moment ; the claims of official rank were acci- 
dental and precarious; and the candidates, who 
might afpire to afcend the vacant throne , could 
be fupported only by the confcioufnefs of per- 
fonal merit , or by the hopes of popular favour. 
But the fituation of a famished army , encom- 
paffed on all fides by an hoft of Barbarians , 
shortened the moments of grief and deliberation. 
In this fcene of terror and diftrefs, the body of 
the deceafed prince, accordine: to his own direc- 
tions, was decently embalmed s and , at the dawn 
of day, the generals convened a military fenate, 
at which the commanders of the legions , and the 
officers, both of cavalry and infantry, were in- 
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CHAP. VI ted to affift. Three or four hours of the night 
^^^^' had not paffed away without fome fecret cabals; 
and when the election of an emperor was pro- 
pofed , the fpirit of faction began to agitate the 
affembly. Victor and Arinthseus collected the 
remains of the court of Conftantius ; the friends of 
Julian attached themfelvcs to the Gallic chiefs, 
Dagalaiphus aiid Nevitta ; and the moft fatal con- 
fequences might be apprehended from the difcord 
of^two factions, fo oppofitc in their character and 
intereft, in their maxims of government , and 
perhaps in their religious principles. The fuperior 
virtues of Salluft could alone reconcile their 
divifions, and unite their fuffrages; and the vene- 
rable prefect would immediately have been declared 
the fucceflbr of Julian , if he himfelf , with fincere 
\ and modeft firmnefs, had not alleged his age and 
iBfirmities, fo unequal to the weight of the diadem. 
The generals , who were furprifed and perplexed 
by his refufal , shewed fome difpofition to adopt 
the falutary advice of an inferior officer '***, that 
they should act as they would have acted in the 
abfence of the emperor ; that they should exert 
their abilities to extricate the army from the piefent 
diftrefs ; and , if they were fortunate enough to 
reach the confines of Mefopotaraia , they should 
proceed with united and deliberate counfels in the 
election of a lawful fovereign. While they debated, 
a few voices faluted Jovian , who was no more 
than firfl '*' of the domeftics , with the names 
of Emperor and Auguftus. The tumultuary 
acclamation was inftantly repeated by the guards 
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who furrounded die tent , and paffed , in a few 
minutes , to the extremities of the line. The new 
prince, aftonished with his own fortune, was 
haftily inverted with the Imperial ornaments, and 
received an oath of fidjelity from the generals , 
whofe favour and protection he fo lately folicited. 
The ftrongeft recommendation of Jovian was 
the merit of his father, Count Varronian , who 
enjoyed, in honourable retirement, the fruit of 
his long fervices. In the obfcure freedom of a 
private ftation , the fon indulged hU tafte for 
wine and women; yet he fupported, with credit, 
the character of a Chriftian '** and a foldier. 
Without being confpicuous for any of the am- 
bitious qualifications which excite the admiration 
and envy of mankind, the comely perfon of 
Jovian, his cheerful temper, and familiar wit, 
had gained the affection of his fellow-foldiers ; and 
the generals of both parties acquiefced in a popular 
election , which had not been conducted by the 
arts of their enemies. The pride of this unex- 
pected elevation was moderated by the juft 
apprehenfion , that the fame day might terminate 
the life and reign of the new emperor. The 
prefling voice of ncceflity was obeyed without 
delay; and the firft orders ifTued by Jovian, a 
few hours after his predeceffbr- had expired , were 
to profecute a march, which could alone extricate 
the Romans from their actual diftrefs "'. 

The cfteem of an enemy is moft fincerely ex- 
prefled by his fears; and the degree of fear may 
be accurately mcafured by the joy with which he 
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CHAP, celebrates his deliverance. The welcome news 
XXIV. of ihe death of Julian, which a deferter revealed 
— juiyVft. ^o the camp of Sapor, infpired the defponding 
mdnarch with a fuddcn confidence of victory. 
He immediately detached .the royal cavalry, per- 
haps the ten thoufand Immortals '***, to fecond and 
fupport the purfuit; and difcharged the whole 
weight of his united forces on the rear- guard of 
the Romans. The rear ^ guard was thrown into 
diforder; the renowned legions, which derived 
their titles from Diocletian, and his warlike 
colleague, were broke and trampled down by the 
elephants; and three tribunes loft their lives in 
attempting to ftop the flight of their fbldiers. 
The battle was at length reftored by the per- 
fevering valour of the Romans ; the Perfians 
were repulfed with a great slaughter of men and 
elephants; and the army, after marching and 
fighting a long fummer's day, arrived, in the 
evening , at Samara on the banks of the Tigris , 
about one hundred miles above Ctefiphon '*^ 
On the enfuing day , the Barbarians , inftead of 
haraflSng the march , attacked the camp , of Jo- 
vian; which had been feated in a deep and fe- 
queftered valley. From the hills, the archers of 
Perfia infulted and annoyed the wearied legio- 
naries; and a body of cavalry, which had pene- 
trated with defperate courage through the Prae- 
torian gate , was cut in pieces , after a doubtful 
conflict, near the Imperial tent. In the fucceed- 
ing night, the camp of Carche was protected 
by the lofty dykes of the river; and the Roman 
army, though inceffantly expofed to the vexatious 
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purfulc of the Saracens, pitched their tents near chap. 
the city of Dura "'•, four days after the death of ^^^^' 
Julian. The Tigris was ftill on their left ; their 
hopes and provifions were almoft confumed ; and 
the impatient foldiers , who had fondly perfuaded 
themfelves , that the frontiers of the empire were 
not far diftant , requefted their new fovereign , 
that they might be permitted to hazard the paf- 
fage of the river. With the affiftance of his ik* , 
wifeft officers , Jovian endeavoured to check their 
rashnefs; by reprefenting , that if they poffeffed 
fufficient skill and vigour to Item the torrent of 
a deep and rapid ftream , they would only deliver 
themfelves naked and defencelefs to the Bar- 
barians , who had occupied the oppofite banks. 
Yielding at length to their clamorous importu- 
nities , he confented , with reluctance , that five 
hundred Gauls and Germans , accuftomed from 
their infancy to the waters of the Rhine and 
Danube , should attempt the bold adventiire , 
which might ferve either as an encouragement , 
or as a warning , far the reft of the army. In the 
filence of the night, they fwam the Tigris, fur- 
prifed an unguarded poft of the enemy , and 
difplayed at the dawn of day the fignal of their 
refolution and fortune. The fuccefs of this trial 
difpofed the emperor to liften to the promifes of 
his architects , who propofed to conftruct a float- 
ing bridge of the inflated skins of sheep, oxen, 
and goats , covered with a floor of earth and faf- 
cines •*\ Two important days were fpent in the 
ineffectual labour; and the Romans, who already 
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ci«AP. endured the miferies of famine , caft a look of 
XXIV. defpair on the Tigris , and upon the Barbarians ; 
whofe numbers and obftinacy increafed with the 
diftrefs of the Imperial army "*. 

In this hopelefs fituation , the fainting fpirits of 
the Romans were revived by the found of peace. 
The tranfient prefumption of Sapor had vanished : 
•J»Jy' he obferved^ with ferious concern, that, in the 
repetition of doubtful combats , he had loft his 
moft faithful and intrepid nobles , his braveft 
troops, and the greateft part of his train of ele- 
phants : and the experienced monarch feared to 
provoke the refiftance of defpair , the viciflitudes 
of fortune , and the unexhaufted powers of the 
Roman empire ; which might foon advance to 
relieve , or to revenge , the fucceflbr of Julian. 
The Surenas himfelf , accompanied by another 
fatrap, appeared in the camp of Jovian '*' ; and 
declared , that the clemency of his fovereign was 
not averfe to fignify the conditions, on which he 
would confent to fpare and to difmifs the Csefar, 
with the relics of his captive army. The hopes 
of fafety fubdued the firmnefs of the Romans; 
the emperor was compelled, by the advice of his 
council , and the cries of the foldiers , to embrace 
the offer of peace; and the praefect Salluft was 
immediately fent, with the general Arinthaeus, 
to underftand the pleafure of the Great King. 
The crafty Perfian delayed , under various pre- 
tences , the conclufion of the agreement ; ftarted 
difficulties , required explanations , fuggefted ex- 
pedients , receded from bis conceflions , encreafed 
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his demands , and wafted four days in the arts ot chap. 
negociation , till he had confumed the ftodk of ^^'^* 
provifions which yet remained in the camp of 
the Romans. Had Jovian been capable of exe- 
cuting a bold and prudent meafure, he would 
have continued his march with unremitting dili- 
gence ; the progrefs of the treaty would have 
fufpended the attacks of the Barbarians ; and , 
before the expiration of the fourth day, he might 
have favely reached the fruitful province of Cor- 
duene , at the diftance only of one hundred 
miles "'. The irrefolute emperor , inftcad of 
breaking through the toils of the enemy, expected 
his fate with patient refignation ; and accepted 
the humiliating conditions of peace , which it 
was no longer in his power to refufe. The five 
provinces beyond the Tigris, which had been 
ceded by the grandfather of Sapor , were reftored 
to the Perfian monarchy. He acquired , by a 
fingle article, the impregnable city of Nifibis ; 
which had fuftained, in three fucceffive fiegcs, 
the effort of hia arms. Singara , and the caftle 
of the Moors one of the ftrongeft places of Mefo- 
potamia , were likewife difmembered from the 
empire. It was confidered as an indulgence , that 
the inhabitants of thofe fortreffes were permitted 
to retire with their effects ; but the conqueror 
rigorously infifted, that the Romans should for 
ever abandon the king and kingdom of Armenia. 
A peace , or rather a long truce , of thirty years, 
was ftipulated between the hoftile nations; the 
faith of the treaty was ratified by folemn oaths 
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CHAP, and religious ceremonies; and hoftages of diftin- 
XXIV. guished rank were reciprocally delivered to fecure 

the performance of the conditions "\ 
The weak. rj.^^^ f j^jft ^f Antioch , who faw with indig- 

neft and . v r c i - i • r i i i ■ 

difgraceof nation the fceptre of his hero in the feeble hand 
Jovian. ^f ^ Chriftian fucceffor , profeffes to admire the 
moderation of Sapor , in contenting himfelf with 
fo foKill a portion of the Roman empire. If he 
had ftretched as far as the Euphrates the claims 
^ of his ambition , he might have been fecure , 
fays Libanius , of not meeting with a refufal. 
If he had fixed , as the boundary of Perfia , the 
Orontes, theCydnus, the Sangarius, or even the 
Thracian Bofphorus , flatterers would not havfc 
been wanting in the court of Jovian to convince 
the timid monarch , that his remaining provinces 
would ftill afford the moft ample gratifications of 
power and luxury "\ Without adopting in its 
full force this malicious infinuation , we muft 
acknowledge, that the conclufion of fo ignomi- 
nious a treaty was facilitated by the private am- 
bition of Jovian. The obfcure domeftic , exalted 
to the throne by fortune , rather than by merit , 
was impatient to efcape from the hands of the 
Perfians; that he might prevent the defigns of 
Procopius , who commanded the army of Mefo- 
potamia, and eftabli^sh his doubtful reign over the 
legions and provinces, which were ftill ignorant 
of the hafty and tumultuous choice of the camp 
beyond the Tigris "*. In the neighbourhood of the 
fame river , at no very confiderable diftance from 
the fatal ftation of Dura "\ the ten thoufand 
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Greeks , without generals , or guides , or provifions, chap. 
were abandoned , above twelve hundred miles ^^^v, 
from their native country , to the refentment of a 
victorious monarch. The diflference of their con- 
duct and fuccefs depended much more on their 
character than on their fitu^tion. Inftead of tame- 
ly refigning themfelves to the fecret deliberati- 
ons and private views of a fingle Perfon , the unit^ 
ed councils of the Greeks were infpired by the gc- 
nerous enthufiafm of a popular affembly: where 
the mind of each citizen is filled with the love 
of glory, the pride of freedom, and the contempt 
of death, Confcious of their fuperiority over the 
Barbarians in arms and difcipline , they difdained 
to yield , they refufcd to capitulate ; every ob- 
flacle was furmounted by their patience, courage, 
and military skill ; and the memorable retreat of 
jthe ten thoufand cxpofed and infulted the wcak- 
nefl^ of the Perfian monarchy "'. 

As the price of his difgraceful conccffions, the Heconti- 
cmperor might perhaps have ftipulated, that the ""treat t« 
camp of the hungry Romans should be plentifully NiCWs. 
fupplied "'5 and that they should be permitted to 
pafs the Tigris on the bridge which was con- 
flructed by the hands of the Perfians. But, if 
Jovian prefumed to folicit thofe equitable terms , 
they were fternly refufed by the haughty tyrant of 
the Eaft ; whofe clemency had pardoned the im 
vaders of his country. The Saracens fometimes 
intercepted the ftragglers of the march; but the 
generals and troops of Sapor refpected the cefTation 
of arms; and Jovian was fuffered to explore the 
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CHAP, moft convenient place for the paffage of the river. 

XXIV. ^j^g fmall vefTels , which had been fayed from 
the conflagration of the fleet , performed the 
moft effential fervice. They firft conveyed the 
emperor and his favourites; and afterwards tranf- 
ported , in many fucceflive voyages , a great part 
of the army. But, as every man was anxious 
for his perfonal fafety , and apprehenfive of being 
left on the hoftile shore, the foldiers, who were 
too impatient to wait the slow returns of the 
boats, boldly ventured themfelves on light hur- 
dles , or inflated skins ; and , drawing after them, 
their horfes , attempted , with various fuccefs , to 
fwim acrofs the river. JVIany of thefe daring 
adventurers were fwallowed by the waves; many 
others, who were carried along by the violence 
of the ftream , fell an eafy prey to the avarice , 
or cruelty , of the wild Arabs : and the lofs which 
the army fuftained in the pafTage of the Ti^is, 
was not inferior to the carnage of a day of battle. 
As foon as the Romans had landed on the weft- 
ern bank , they were delivered from the hoftile 
purfuit of the Barbarians; but, in a laborious 
march of two hundred miles over the plains of 
Mefopotamia , they endured the laft extremities 
of thirft and hunger. They were obliged to 
traverfe a fandy defcrt, which, in the extent of 
feventy miles , did not afford a fingle blade of 
fweet grafs, nor a fingle fpring of fresh water; 
and the reft of the inhofpitable wafte was untrod 
by the footfteps either of friends or enemies. 
Whenever a fmall meafure of flour could be 
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difcovered in the camp, twenty pounds weight 
were greedily purchafed with ten pieces of gold "^ : 
the beafts of burden were slaughtered and de- 
voured ; and the defert was ftrewed with the arms 
and baggage of the Roman foidiers , whofe tat- 
tered garments and meagre countenances dif- 
played their paft fuflFerings , and actual mifery. 
A fmall convoy \pf provifions advanced to meet 
the army as far as the caftle of Ur ; and the 
fupply was the more grateful, fmce it declared 
the fidelity of Sebaftian and Procopius. At 
Thilfaphata "', the emperor moft graciously re- 
ceived the getierals of Mefopotamia ; and the 
remains of a once flourishing army at length re- 
pofed themfelves under the walls of Nifibis. The 
meflengers of Jovian had already proclaimed, in 
the language of flattery, his election , his treaty, 
and his return; and the new prince had taken the 
moft effectual meafures to fecure the allegiance of 
the armies and provinces of Europe ; by placing 
the military command in the hands of thofe of- 
ficers, who, from motives of intereft , or incli- 
nation , would firmly fupport the caufe of their 
benefactor "^ 

The friends of Julian had confidently announ- 
ced the fuccefs of his expedition. They enter- 
tained a fond perfuafion , that the temples of the 
gods would be enriched with the fpoils of the 
Eaft ; that Perfia would be reduced to the hum- 
ble ftate of a tributary province, governed by the 
laws and magiflrates of Rome ; that the Bar- 
barians would adopt the drefs , and manners , and 
language , of their conquerors ; and that the 
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CHAP, youth of Ecbatana and Sufa would ftudy the art 
^^'^* of rhetoric under Grecian matters "\ The pro- 
grefs of the arms of Julian interrupted his com- 
munication with the empire ; and , from the mo- 
ment that he paffed the Tigris , his affectionate 
fubjects were ignorant of the fate and fortunes of 
their prince. Their contemplation of fancied 
triumphs was difturbed by the melancholy rumour 
of his death ; and they perfifted to doubt , after 
they could no longer deny , the truth of that 
fatal event '*'. The meffengers of Jovian pro- 
mulgated the fpecious tale of a prudent and 
neceflary peace : the voice of fame , louder' and 
more fin cere , rcvealad the difgrace of the empe- 
ror , and the conditions of the ignominious treaty. 
The minds of the people were filled with afto- 
nishme^t and grief, with indignation and terror, 
when they were informed, that the unworthy 
fuccQ(ibr of Julian relinquished the five provinces, 
which had been acquired by the victory of Gale- 
ritis; and that he shamefully furrendered to the 
Barbarians the important city of Nifibis , the firm- 
eft bulwark of the provinces of the Eaft "*. The 
deep and dangerous queftion , how far the pub- 
lic faith should be obferved , when it becomes 
incompatible with the public fafety, was freely 
agitated in popular converfation ; and fome hopes 
were entertained , that the emperor would redeem 
his pufiUanimous behaviour by a fplendid act of 
patriotic perfidy. The inflexible fpirit of the 
Roman fenate had always difclaimed the unequal 
conditions which were extorted from the diftrefs 
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of her captive armies; and , if it were neceffary chap. 
to fatisfy the national honour, by delivering the '^^^^* 
guilty general into the hands of the Barbarians, 
the greateft part of the fubjects of Jovian would 
haye cheerfully acquiefced in the precedent of 
ancient times "'. 

But the emperor , whatever might be the limits J°^»^" ^^^^ 
of his conftitutional authority , was the abfolute fibis, and 
mafter of the laws and arms of the ftate; and "ftoresthe 
the fame motives which had forced him to fub- vhfces 7o 
fcribe , now preffed him to execute , the treaty of the Per- 
peacc. He was impatient to fecure an empire at Auguft. 
the expcnce of a few provinces; and the refpect- 
able names of religion and honour concealed the 
perfonal fears and the ambition of Jovian. Not- 
withftanding the dutiful foiicitafeions of the inha- 
bitants , decency , as well as prudence, forbade the 
empieror to lodge in the palace of Nifibis ; but , 
the next morning after his arrival , Binefes , the ^ 
ambaffador of Perfia, entered the place, difplayed 
frsm the citadel the ftandard of the Great King, 
and proclaimed , in his name , the cruel alternative 
of exile or fervitude. The principal citizens of 
Nifibis, who, till that fatal moment, had con- 
fided in the protection of their fovereign , threw 
themfelves at his feet. They conjured him not 
to abandon, or, at Icaft, not to deliver, a faith- 
ful colony to the rage of a Barbarian tyrant , ex- 
afperated by the three fucceffive defeats, which 
he had experienced under the walls of Nifibis. 
They ftill poffeffed arms and courage to repel the 
invaders of their country : they requefted only 
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CHAP, the permiffion of ufmg them in their own dc- 
XXIV. fence ; and , as foon as they had afferted their 
independence , they should implore the favour of 
being again admitted into the rank of his fub- 
jects. Their arguments, their eloquence, their 
tears were ineffectual. Jovian alleged , with forae 
confufion, the fanctity of oaths ; and , as the re- 
luctance with which he accepted the prefent of a 
crown of gold , convinced the citizens of their 
hopelefs condition , the advocate Sylvanus was 
provoked to exclaim , ** O Emperor ! may you 
,, thus be crowned by all the cities of your do- 
„ minions ! " Jovian , who , in a few weeks had 
affuraed the habits of a prince "* , was difpleafed 
with freedom , and offended with truth : and as 
he reafonably fuppofed , that the difcontent of 
the people might incline them to fubmit to the 
Perfian government , he published an edicts under 
pain of death , that they should leave the city 
within the term of three days. Ammianus has 
delineated in lively colours the fcene of univer^l 
defpair which he feems to have viewed with an 
eye of compaffion "\ The martial youth defert- , 
ed, with indignant grief, the walls which they 
had fo gloriously defended : the difconfolate 
mourner dropt a laft tear over the tomb of a fon 
or husband , which mud foon be profaned by the 
rude hand of a Barbarian mafter ; and the aged 
citizen kiffed the threshold, and clung to the 
doors , of the houfe , where he had paffed the 
cheerful and carelefs hours of infancy. The 
highways were crowded with a trembling mul- 
titude : 
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titude: the diftinctions of rank , and fex, andaee, chap. 
were loft in the general calamity. Every one ftrove 
to bear away fomd fragment from the wreck of 
his fortunes ; and as they could not command the 
immediate fervice of an adequate number of horfes 
^or waggons , they were obliged to leave behind 
them the greateft part of their* valuable effects. 
The favage infenfibility of Jovian appears to have 
aggravated the hardships of thefe unhappy fugi-^ 
tives. They were feated, however in a new-built 
quarter of Amida; and that rifing city, with the 
reinforcement of a very confiderablc colony, foon 
recovered its former fplendour , and became the 
capital of Mefopotamia "^ Similar orders were 
difpatched by the emperor for the evacuation of 
Singara and the caftle of the Moors ; and for the 
reftitution of the five provinces beyond the Tigris. 
Sapor enjoyed the glory and the fruits of his 
victory; and this ignominious peace has iuftly been 
confidered as a memorable sera in the decline and 
fall of the Roman empire. The predecefTors of 
Jovian had fomctimes relinquished the dorninion 
of diftant and unprofitable provinces : but , fince 
the foundation of the city, the genius of Rome, 
the god Terminus, who guarded the boundaries 
of the republic , had never retired before the 
fword of a victorious enemy '^^. 

After Jovian had performed thofe engajrements , ^cfiexiohs 
which the voice of his people mighr haveS ^" ^^^ 
tempted him to violate, he haftened away from 
the fcene of his difgrace* and proceeded wi h his 
whole court to enjoy the luxury of Antioch "*. 
Vol. IV- M 
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CHAP. Without confulting the dictates of religious zeal, 
^^•^^' he was prompted by humanity and gratitude , to 
beftow the laft honours on the remains of his 
deceafed fovereign "* : and Procopius , who fm- 
cfcrely bewailed the lofs of his kinfman , was 
removed from the command of the army , under 
the decent pretence of conducting the funeral. 
The corpfe of Julian was tranfported from Nifibis 
to Tarfus , in a slow march of fifteen days ; and , 
as it pafled through the cities of the Eaft, was 
faluted by the hoftile factions , with mournful 
lamentations and clamorous infults. The Pagans 
already placed their beloved hero in the rank of 
thofe gods whofe worship he had reftored ; while 
the invectives of the Chriftians purfucd the foul 
of the apoftjite to hell , and his body to the 
grave "\ One party lamented the approaching 
ruin of their altars ; the other celebrated the 
marvellous deliverance of the church. The 
Chriftians applauded , in lofty and ambiguous 
ftrains , the ftroke of divine vengeance , which 
had been fo long fufptnded over the guilty head 
of Julian. They acknowledged , that the death 
of the tyrant, at the inflant he expired beyond 
the Tigris, was revealed to the faints of Egypt, 
Syria, and Cappadocia "' ; and, inftead of fuf- 
fering him to fall by the Perfian darts , their 
indifcretion afcribed the heroic deed to the ob- 
fcure hand of fome mortal or immortal champion 
of the faith "*. Such imprudent declarations 
were eagerly adopted by the malice, or credulity, 
of their adyerfaries "*; ^vho darkly infinuatcd , 
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or confidently afferted, that the governors of the chap. 
church had inftigated and directed the fanaticifm ^^^v. 
of a doraeftic affaffin "*. Above fix teen years 
after the fleath of Julian , the charge was folemnly 
and vehemently urged , in a public oration , ad- 
drefled by Libanius to the emperor Theodofius. 
His fufpicions are unfupported by fact or argu- 
ment ; and we can pnly efteem the generous zeal 
of the fophift of Antioch , for the cold and ne- 
glected ashes of his friend '''. 

It was an ancient cuflom in the funerals , as an^ fune- 
well as in the triumphs, of the Romans, that the [^„^^ ^" 
voice of praifc should be corrected by that of 
fatire and ridicule ; and that, in the midft of the 
fplendid pageants , which difplayed the glory of 
the living or of the dead , their imperfections 
should not be concealed from the eyes of the 
world '^*. This cuftom was practifed in the fune- 
ral of Julian. The comedians , who rcfented his 
contempt and averfion for the theatre , exhibited , 
with the appl^ufe of a Chriftian audience , the ' 
lively and exaggerated reprefentation of the faults 
and follies of the deceafed emperor. His various 
character and (ingular manners afforded an ample 
fcope for pleafantry and ridicule *'^ In the exer- 
cife of his uncommon talents , he often defcended 
below the majefty of his rank, Alexander was 
transformed into Diogenes ; the philofopher was 
degraded into a prieft. The purifey of his virtue 
was fuUied by exceflive vanity^; .his fuperfHtioa 
difturbed the peace, and endangered the fafety, 
of a mighty empire; and his irregular fallies'were , 
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CHAP, the lefs intitled to indulgence, as they appeared 
XXIV. to be the laborious eflforts of art , or even of 
affectation. The remains of Julian were interred 
at Tarfus in Cilicia; but his ftately tomb, which 
arofe in that city , on the banks of the cold and 
limpid Cydnus ''*, w^as difpleafing to the faithful 
friends, who loved and revered the memory of 
that extraordinary man. The philofophcr expreffed 
a very reafonable wish , that the difciple of Plato 
might have repofed amidft the groves of the 
academy "* : while the foldier exclaimed in bolder 
accents , that the ashes of Julian should have been 
mingled with thofe of Caefar , in the field of 
Mars , and among the ancient monuments of 
Roman virtue '*'. The hiflory of princes does 
not very frequently renew the example of a fimilar 
competition. 
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C H A P. XXV. 

The Government and Death of Jovian. -^ Election of 
Valentinian^ who ajfodates his Brother Valens^ and 
makes the final Divijton of the Eaftern and JVeJiern 
Empires. — Revolt of Procopius, — Civil and Ec* 
clepafiical Admini ft ration, — Germany. — Britain. — 
Africa.— The Eaft. — The Danube. — Death of Va- 
lentinian. — His two Sons , Gratian andValentinian II, 
fucceed to the Weftern Empire. 

X HE death of Julian had left the public aflFairs chap. 
of the empire in a very doubtful and dangerous ^^^* 
fituation. The Roman army was faved by an state of the 

1 • 1 rv- XII church, 

inglorious , perhaps a neceffary , treaty ; and the a. d, 3(^3. 
firft moments of peace were confecrated by the 
pious Jovian to reftore the domeftic tranquillity 
of the church and ftate. The indifcretion of his 
predeceffor, inftead of reconciling, had artfully 
fomented the religious war : and the balance 
which he affected to preferve between the hoftile 
factions, ferved only to perpetuate the conteft, 
by the viciflGtudes of hope and fear, by the rival 
claims of ancient poffeffion and actual favour. 
The Chriftians had forgotten the fpirit of the 
Gofpel ; and the Pagans had imbibed the fpirit 
of the church. In private families, the fentiments 
of nature were extinguished by the blind fury of 
zeal and revenge : the majefty of the laws was ( 
violated or tebufed ; the cities of ,the Eaft were 
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CHAP, ftained with blood ; and the moft implacable 
^xv. enemies of the Romans were in the bofom of 
their country. Jovian was educated in the pro- 
feffion of Chriftianity; and as he marched from 
Nifibis to Antioch, the banner of the Crofs , the 
Labakum of Conftantine , which was again 
difplayed at the head of the legions, announced 
to the people the faith of their new emperor. As 
foon as he afcended the throne , he tranfmitted 
a circular epiftle to all the governors of pro- 
vinces : in which he confefTed the divine truth , 
and fecured the legal eftablifshment, of the Chrif- 
tian reh'gion. The infidioifs edicts of Julian were 
abolished ; the ^cclefiaftical immunities were 
reftoted and enlarged ; and Jovian condefcended 
to lament , that the diftrcfs of the times obliged 
him to diminij^h the meafure of charitable dif- 
tributions *. The Chriftians were unanimous in 
the loud, and fincere applaufe which they bellow- 
ed on the pious fucccffor of Julian. But they 
were ftill ignorant , what creed , or what fynod , 
he would chufe for the ftandard of orthodoxy; 
and the peace of the church immediately revived 
thofe eager difputes which had been fufpended 
during the feafon of perfecution. The epifcopal 
leaders of the contending fects , convinced , from 
experience, how much their fate would depend 
on the earlieft impreffions that were made on the 
mind of an untutored foldier , haftened to the 
court of EdefTa , or Antioch. The highways of 
the Eaft were crowded with Homooufian , and 
Arian, and Semi-Arian, and Eunomian bishops. 
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who ftruggled to Ojutftrip each other in the holy chap. 
race: the apartments of the palace refounded * ^* 
•with their clamours; and the ears of the prince 
were affaulted, and perhaps aftonished , by the 
fihgular mixture of metaphyfical argument and 
paflionate invective '. The moderation of Jovian, 
who recommended concord and charity, and 
referred the difputants to the fentence of a future 
council, was interpreted as a fyinptom of indif- 
ference: but his attachment to the Nicene creed 
was at length difcovered and declared, by the 
reverence which he cxpreffed for the cdeftial * 
virtues of the great Athanafius. The intrepid 
veteran of the faith , at the age of feventy , had 
iffued from his retreat on the ftrft intelligence of 
the tyrant's death. The acclamations of the 
people feated him once more on the archiepif- 
copal throne ; and he wifely accepted , or anti- 
cipated, the invitation of Jovian. The venerable 
figure of Athanafius, his calm courage, and in- 
finuatiog eloquence , fuftained the reputation 
which he had already acquired in the courts of 
four fucceflive princes ^ As foon as he had 
gained the confidence, and fecured the faith , of 
the Chriftian emperor , he returned in triumph 
to his diocefe, and continued, with mature coun- 
fels , and undiminished vigour , to direct , ten 
years longer * , the ecclefiaftical gbvernment of 
Alexandria, Egypt, and the Catholic church. 
Before his departure from Antioch , he aflured 
Jovian that his orthodox devotion would be re- 
warded with a long and peaceful reign. Athanafius 
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had reafon to hope, that he should be allowed 
either the merit of a fuccefsful prediction , or the 
exciife of a grateful , though ineffectual , prayer ^ 
The slighteft force, when it is applied to aflift 
and guide the natural defcent of its object, ope- 
rates with irrefiflible weight; and Jovian had the 
good fortune to emfjrace the reh'gious opinions 
which were fupported by the fpirit of the times , 
and the zeal and numbers of the moft powerful 
feet ^ Under his reign , Chriftianity obtained- 
an eafy and lafting victory; and as loon as the 
fmile of royal patronage was withdrawn , the ge- 
nius of paganifm , which had been fondly raifed 
and cherished by the arts of Julian , funk irre- 
coverably in the duft. In many cities, the temples 
were shut or deferted; the philofophers, who had 
abufed their tranfient favour, thought it prudent 
to .^have their beards , and difguife their profef- 
fion ; and the Chriftians rejoiced , that they were 
now in a condition to forgive, or to revenge, the 
injuries which they had fuffered under the pre^ 
ceding reign "*. The confternation of the Pagan 
world was difpelled by a wife and gracious edict 
of toleration ; in which Jovian explicitly declar- 
ed, that although he should feverely punish the 
facrilegious rites of magic , his fubjccts might 
exercife, with freedom and fafety, the ceremonies 
of the ancient worship. The memory of this 
law has been preferved by the orator Themiftius, 
who was deputed by the fenate of Conftantinople 
to e^prefs their loyal devotion for the new empe- 
ror. Themiftius expatiates on the clemency of 
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the Divine Nature, the facility of human error, chap. 
the rights of confcience , and the independence of ^^y» 
the mind; and, with fome eloquence, inculcates 
the principles of philofophical toleration ; -whofe 
aid Superftition herfelf, in the hour of her diftrefs, 
is not ashamed to implore. He juftly obferves, 
that, in the recent changes, both religions had 
been alternately difgraced by the feeming ' acqui- 
fition of worthlefs profelytes , of thofe votaries 
of the reigning purple, who could pafs, without 
a reafon , and without a blush , from the church 
to the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to 
the facred table of the Chriftians^^*. 

In the fpace of feven months , the Roman His pro- 
troops, who were now returned to Antioch, had ^^^J^^"^ 
performed a march of 'fifteen^ hundred miles; in a. d. 3t?3, 
which they had endured all the hardships of war, Octtbcr. 
of famine , and of climate. Notwithftanding 
their fervices, their fatigues, and the approach 
of winter, the timid and impatient Jovian al- ^ 

lowed only, to the men and horfes, a refpite of 
fix weeks. The emperor could not fuftain the 
indifcreet and malicious raillery of the people of 
Antioch ". He was impatient to poffefs the 
palace of Conftantinople ; and to prevent the 
ambition of fome competitor, who might oc- 
cupy the vacant allegiance of Europe. But he 
foon received the grateful intelligence, that his 
authority was acknowledged from the Thracian 
Bofphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By the firft 
• letters which he difpatched from the camp of 
Mefopotamia, he had delegated the military 
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command of Gaul and Illyricum to Malarich, a 
brave and faithfal officer of the nation of the 
Franks; and to his father-in-law, count LuciU 
lian , who had formerly diftinguished his courage 
and conduct in the defence of Nifibis. Mala- 
rich had declined an office to which he thought 
himfelf unequal; and Lucillian was maffacred 
at Rheims, in an accidental mutiny of the Baca- 
vian cohorts ". But the moderation of Jovinus, 
mafter- general of the cavalry, who forgave the 
intention of bis difgrace, foon appeafed the tu- 
mult, and confirmed the uncertain minds of the 
foldiers. The oath of fidelity was adminiftered, 
and taken , with Joyal acclamations ; and the de-. 
puttes of the Weftern armies *' faluted their new 
fovereign as he defcended from Mount Taurus 
to the city of Tyana, in Cappadocia. From 
Tyana he continued his hafty march to Ancyra, 
capital of the province of Galatia ; where Jovian 
aflumed, with his infant fon, the name and en- 
figns of the confulship '*. Dadaftana '% an ob- 
fcure town , almoft at an equal diftance between 
Ancyra and Nice , was marked for the fatal 
term of his journey and his life. After ^indulging 
himfelf with a plentiful , perhaps an intemperate 
fupper, he retired to reft; and the next morn- 
ing the emperor Jovian was found dead in his 
bed. The caufe of this fudden death was vari- 
ously underftood. By fome it was afcribed to the 
confequences of an indigeftion, occafioned either 
by the quantity of the wine , or the quality of 
the mushrooms , which he had fwallowed in the 
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evening. According to others, he was fuffocatcd chap, 
in his sleep by the vapour of charcoal ; which -^^^* 
extracted from the walls of the apartment the 
unwholefome moifture of the fresh plaifter '*. 
But the want of a regular enquiry into the death 
of a prince , whofe reign and perfon were foon 
forgotten, appears to have, been the only circum* 
ftancc which countenanced the malicious whifpers 
of poifon and domeftic guilt '^. The body of 
Jovian was fent to Conftantinople, to be interred 
with his predeceffors ; and the fad proccf^on was 
met on the road by his wife Charito , the daugh- 
ter of count Lucillian ; who ftill wept the recent 
death of her father, and was haftening to dry her 
tears in the embraces of an Imperial husband. 
Her difappointment and grief were embittered 
by the anxiety of maternal tendernefs. Six weeks 
before the death of Jovian, his infant fon had 
been placed in the curule chair, adorned, with 
the title of Nobilijftmus , and the vain enfigns of 
the confulship. Unconfcious of his fortune, the 
royal youth, who, from his grandfather, aflumed 
the name of Varronian, was reminded only by the 
jealoufy of the governpaent, that he was the fon 
of an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was 
ftill alive , but he had already beeii deprived of 
an eye; and his afflicted mother expected, every 
hour , that the innocent victim would be torn 
'from her arms , to appeafe , with his blood , the 
fufpicions of the reigning prince ". 

After the death of Jovian, the throne of the Vacancy of 
Roman world remained ten days '* without a Feb. 17 — 

26. 
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CHAP, mafter. The minifters and generals ftill con- 
^^^* tinued to meet in council ; to exercife their re- 
fpective functions; to maintain the public order; 
and peaceably to conduct the army to the city of 
Nice, in Bithynia, which was chofen for the 
place of the election **. In a folemn aflembly 
of the civil and military powers of the empire, 
the diadem was again unanimously offered to the 
praefect Salluft. He enjoyed the glory of a fe- 
cond refufal ; and when the virtues of the father 
were alleged in favour of his fon, the praefect, 
with the firmnefs of a difinterefted patriot, de- 
clared to the electors, that the feeble age of the 
one» and the unexperienced youth of the other, 
were equally incapable of the laborious duties of 
government. Several candidates were propofed : 
and, after weighing the objections of character 
or fituation, they were fucceffively rejected : but , 
as foon as the name of Valentinian was pronoun- 
ced, the merit of that officer united the fuffrages 
of the whole affembly , and obtained the fincere 
approbation of Salluft himfelt Valentinian " was 

Election the fon of count Gratian , a native of Cibalis, 
in Pannonia , who , from an obfcure condition , 
had raifed himfelf, by matchlefs ftrength and 
tiian. dexterity , to the military commands of Africa 

and Britain ; from which he retired , with an am- 
ple fortune and fufpicious integrity. The rank' 
and fervices of Gratian contributed, however, to 
fmooth the firft fteps of the -promotion of his 
fon ; and afforded him an early opportunity of 
difplaying thofe folid and ufeful qualifications, 
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which raifed his character above the ordinary chap. 
level of his fellow- foldicrs. The perfon of Va- ^^^• 
lentinian was tall , graceful , and majeftic. His 
manly countenance, deeply marked with the im* 
preflion of fenfe and fpirit, iqfpired his friends 
with awe, and his enemies with fear: and, to 
fecond the efforts of his undaunted courage , the 
fon of Gratian had inherited the advantages of 
a ftrong and healthy conftitution. By the habits 
of chaftity and temperance , which reftrain the 
appetites , and invigorate the faculties , Valen- 
tinian prcfcrved his own , and the public , efteem. 
The avocations of a military life had diverted 
his youth from the elegant purfuit^ of literature ; 
he was ignorant of the Greek language , and the 
arts of rhetoric ; but as the mind of the orator 
was never difconccrted by timrid perplexity , he 
was able, as often as the occafion prompted him, 
to deliver his decided fentiment5y with bold and 
ready elocution. The laws of martial difcipline 
were the only laws that he had ftudied ; and he 
was foon diftingui^hed by the laborious diligence, 
and inflexible feverity , with which he difcharged 
and inforced the duties of the camp. In the 
time of Julian he provoked the danger of dif- 
grace, by the contempt which he publicly ex- 
preffed for the reigning religion ** ; and it should 
Teem , from his fubfequent conduct , that the in- 
difcreet and unfeafonable freedom of Valentinian 
was the effect of military fpirit , rather than of 
Chriftian zeaL He was pardoned , however , and 
ftill employed by a prince who efteeraed bis 
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CHAP, merit *': and in the various events of the PerGan 
XXV. ^ar^ he improved the reputation which he had 
already acquired on the banks of the Rhine. 
The celerity and fuccefs with which he executed 
an important commiflion, recommended him to 
the favour of Jovian ; and to the honourable 
command of the fecond fchool , or company , of 
Targetteers , of the domefiic guards. In the 
march from Antioch, he had reached his quarters 
at Ancyra , when he was unexpectedly fummoned, 
without guilt , and without intrigue , to affume , 
in the forty-third year of his age, the abfolute 
government of the Roman empire. 
Me is ae- The mvitation of the minifters and generals 
ed°by*the ^^ Nice was of little moment, unlefs it were con- 
army, firmed by the voice of the army. The aged 
rtb.26.^ Salluft , who had long obferved the irregular 
fluctuations of popular affemblies , propofed , un- 
der pain of death , that none of thofe perfons , 
whofe rank in the fervice might excite a party in 
their favour , should appear in public , on the day 
of the inauguration. Yet fuch was the preva- 
lence of ancient fuperftition , that a whole day 
was voluntarily added to this dangerous inter- 
val , becaufc it happened to be the intercalation 
of the Biffextile **. At length , when the hour 
was fuppofed to be propitious, V^alentinian shew- 
ed himfelf from a lofty tribunal : the judicious 
choice was applauded ; and the new prince was 
folemnly invefted with the diadem and the pur- 
ple , amidll the acclamations of the troops , who 
>vcrc difpofed in martial order round the tribunal. 
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But when he ftrctched forth his hand to addrefs chap. 
the armed multitude , a bufy whlfper was acci- 
dentally ftarted in the ranks , and infenfibly fwell- 
ed into a loud and imperious clamour, that he 
should name , without delay , a colleague in the 
empire. The intrepid calmnefs of Valentinian 
obtained filence , and commanded refpect : and 
he thus addreffed the affembly; " A few mi- 
» nutes .finc6 it was in your power, fellow-fol- 
35 diers , to have left me in the obfcurity of a 
53 private ftation. Judging, from the teftimony 
53 of my part life, that I deferved to reign, you 
,, have placed me on the throne. It is now my f 
93 duty to confult the fafety and interefl: of the 
55 republic. The weight of the univerfe is un- 
5> doubtedly too great for the hands of a feeble 
„ mortal. I am confcious of the limits of my 
55 abilities , and the uncertainty of my life : and 
55 far from declining, I am anxious to folicit^ 
55 the afliftance of a worthy colleague. But, 
55 were difcord may be fatal , the choice of a 
5) faithful friend requires mature and ferious deli- 
st beration. That deliberation shall be my care. 
55 Let your conduct be dutiful and confident. 
55 Retire to your quarters ; refresh your minds 
„ and bodies; and expeqt the accuftomed do- 
»5 native on the acceflion of a new emperor *\ " 
The , aftonished troops, with a mixture of pride, 
of fatisfaction , and of terror , confeffed the voice 
of their mafter. Their angry clamours fubfided into 
filent reverence ; and Valentinian , encompafled 
with the eagles of the legions , and the various 
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CHAP, banners of the cavalry and infantry , was con- 
^^^' ducted , in warlike pomp , to the palace of Nice. 
As he was fenfible , howevei:, of the importance 
of preventing fome rash declaration of the foldiers, 
he confulted the affembly of the chiefs : and their 
real fentiments were concifely exprefTed by the 
generous freedom of Dagalaiphus. ** Moft excel- 
lent prince," faid that officer, '* if you confider 
„ only your family, you have a brother; if/ you 
„ love the republic, look rpund for the moft 
„ deferving of the Romans ". " The emperor , 
who fuppreffed his difpleafure , without altering 
his intention , slowly proceeded from Nice to 
Nicomedia and Conftantinople. In one of the 
fuburbs of that capital *% thirty days after his 
own elevation, he beftowed the title of Auguftus 
on his brother Valens ; and as the boldeft patriots 
were convinced , that their oppofition , without 
being ferviceable to their country , would be 
fatal to themfelves, the declaration of his abfolute 
will was received with filent fubmiffion. Valens 
was now in the thirty-fixth year of his age; but 
hrs abilities had never been exercifed in any em- 
ployment , military or civil ; and his character 
had not infpired the world with any fanguine 
expectations. He poffeflfed, however, one quality, 
which recommended him to 'Valentinian , and 
preferved .the domeftic peace of the^ empire ; a 
devout and grateful attachment to his benefactor, 
whofe fuperiority of genius, as well as of authority, 
Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in 
every action of his life **. 

Before 
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Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he chat. 
reformed the adminiftration of the empire. Ail ^^^• 

ranks of fubjects , who had been injured or op- divifion or 

prefTed under the reign of Julian , were invited ^^^ eaftevn 

to fupport their pub he accufations. The filence ^" ^^ * 



ern em- 



of mankind attefted the fpotlefs integrity of the p»r«. 
praefect Salluft**; and his own prefling folicita- j^^^J 
tions, that he might be permitted to retire from 
the bufmefs of the ftate*, were rejected by Valen- 
tinian with the moft honourable expreffions of 
friendship and efteem. But among the favour- 
ites of the late emperor , there were many who 
had abufed his credulity or fuperftition ; and who 
could no longer hope to be protected either by 
favour or juftice '*. The greater part of ^he mi- 
nifters of the palace , and the gpvernors of the 
provinces , were removed from their refpective 
Rations ; yet the eminent merit of fome officers 
was diflinguished from the obnoxious crowd ; and, 
hotwithftanding the oppofite clamours of zeal and 
refentment , the whole proceedings of this delicate 
enquiry appear to have been conducted with a 
reafonable share of wifdom and moderation *\ 
The feftivity of a new reign received a short 
and fufpicious interruption , from the fudden 
illnefs of the two princes : but as foon as their 
health was reftored , they left Conftantinople in 
the beginning of the fpring. In the caftle or palace 
of Mediana, only three miles from Naiffus , they 
executed the folemn and final divifion of the 
Roman empire '*. Valentinian befkow^d on hi^ 
brother i:he rich praefecture of the JEqfl , from the 
Vol. IV. ' N 
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CHAP. Lower Danube to the cx)nfines of Perfia; whilft 
^^^' he refervcd for his immediate government the 
warlike prefectures of Illyricum^ I call/ ^ and Gaul ^ 
from the extremity of Greece to the Caledonian 
rampart ; and from the rampart of Caledonia, to 
the foot of Mount Atlas. The provincial admi- 
niftration remained on its former bafis ; but a 
double fupply of generals and magiftrates was 
required for two council^, and two, courts: the 
divifibn was made with a juft regard to their 
peculiar merit and fituation , and feven mafter- 
generals were foon created, either of the cavalry 
or infantry. When this important bufinefs had 
been amicably tranfacted, Valentinian and Valens 
embraced for the laft time. The emperor of the 
Weft eftablished his temporary refidence at Milan; 
and the emperor of the Eaft returned to Conftan- 
tinople , to afifume the dominion of fifty provinces, 
of whofe language he was totally ignorant ''. 
Revolt of The tranqoillity of the Eaft was foon difturbed 
Procopiuy, by rebellion ; and the throne of Valens was 
sepu 28. threatened by the daring attempts of a rival , 
whofe affinity to the emperor Julian '* was his 
fole merit , and had been^ his only crime. Pro- 
copius had been haftily promoted from the ob- 
fcure flation of a tribune , and a notary , to the 
joint command of the army of Mefopotamia ; the 
public opinion already named him as the fucceffor 
of a prince who was deftitute of natural heirs; 
and a vain rumour was propagated by his friends, 
or his enemies, that Julian, before the altar of 
the Moon , at Carrhae , had privately^ invefted 
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Procopius with the Imperial purple ". He en- chap. 
deavoured, by his dutiful and fubmiffive behavi- ^^^* 
our , to difarm the jealoufy of Jovian ; refigned » 
without a conteft, his military command; and 
retired, with his wife and family to cultivate the 
ample patrimony which he poflefTed in the pro- 
vince of Cappadocia. Thefe ufeful and innocent 
occupations were interrupted by the appearance of 
an officer, with a band, of foldiers, who, in the 
name of his new Sovereigns, Valentinian and Va- 
lens , was difpatched to conduct the unfortunate 
Procopius , cither to a perpetual prifon , or an 
ignominious death. His prefcnce of mind pro^ 
cured him a longer refpite, and a more fplendid 
fate. Without prefuming to difpute the royal 
mandate , he requefted the indulgence of a few 
moments, to embrace his weeping family; and 
while the vigilance of his guards was relaxed by 
a plentiful entertainment , he dexterously efcaped 
to the fea-coaft of the Euxine , from whence he 
pafTed over to the country of Bofphorus. In that 
fequeftered region he remained many months , • 
cxpofedto the hard.^hips of exile, of folitude, and 
of want ; his melancholy temper brooding over 
his misfortunes , and his mind agitated by the 
juft apprehenfion , that , if any accident should 
difcover his name, the faithlefs Barbarians would 
violate, without much fcruple , the laws of hot 
pitality. In a moment of impatience and defpafr, 
Procopius embaiked in a merchant veffel, which 
jmade fail for Conftc^ntinople ; and boldly afpired 
to the rank of a fovcreign, becaufe he was not 
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CHAP, allowed to enjoy the fccurity of a fubjcct. At 
firft he lurked in the villages of Bithynia , con- 
tinually changing his habitation , and his dif- 
guife '*. By degrees he ventured into the capi- 
. tal, trufted his life and fortune to the fidelity of 
two friends , a fenator and a eunuch , and con- 
ceived fome hopes of fuccefs, from the intel- 
ligence which he obtained of the actual ftate of 
public affairs. The body of the people was in- 
fected with a fpirit of difcontcnt : they regretted 
the juftice and the abilities of Salluft, who had 
been imprudently difmifTed from the prsefecture 
of the Eaft. They defpifed the character of Valens, 
which was rude without vigour, and feeble with- 
out mildnefs. They dreaded the influence of his 
father-in-law, the Patrician Petronius, a cruel and 
rapacious rainifter , who rigorously exacted all 
the arrears of tribute , that might remain unpaid 
fince the reign of the emperor Aurelian. The 
circumftances were propitious to the defigns of 
an ufurper. The hoftile meafures of the P^erfians 
• required the prefence of Valens in Syria : from 
the Danube to the Euphrates the troops were in 
motion ; and the capital was occafionally filled 
with the foldicrs who paffed , or repafTed, the 
Thracian Bofphorus. Two cohorts of Gauls were 
perfuaded to liften to the fecret propofals of the 
confpirators; which were recommended by the 
promife of a liberal donative; and, as they ftill 
revered the memory of Julian , they eafily con- 
fented to fupport the hereditary claim of his pro- 
fcribed kinfman. At the dawn of day they were 
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drawn up near the baths of Anaftafia; and Pro- chap. 
copius , clothed in a purple garment , more fuitablc ^^^' 
to a player than to a monarch , appeared , • as if 
he rofe from the dead , in the midft of Conftan- 
tinople. The foldiers , who were prepared for his ' 
reception ,.* faluted their^ trembling prince with 
shouts of joy, and vows of fidelity. Their num- 
bers were foon increafed by a fturdy band of 
peafants , collected from the adjacent country; 
and Procopius , shielded by the arms of his adhe^ 
rents, was fucceffively conducted to the tribunal, 
the fenate, and the palace. During the firft mo- 
ments of his tumultuous reign , he was aftonished 
and terrified by the gloomy filence of the people; 
who were either ignorant of the caufe, or appre- 
h'enfive of the event. But his military flrength 
was fuperior to any actual refiftance : the male- 
contents flocked to the ftandard of rebellion ; the 
poor were excited by the hopes , and the rich were 
intimidated by the fear, of a general pillage ; and 
the obftinate credulity of the multitude was once 
more deceived by the promifed advantages of a 
revolution. The magiftrates were feized ; the 
prifons and arfenals broke open ; the gates , and^the 
entrance of the harbour , were diligently occupied ; 
and , in a few hours , Procopius became the ab- 
folute , though precarious , mafter of the Imperial 
city. The ufurper improved this unexpected fuc- 
cefs with fome degree of courage and dexterity. 
He artfully propagated the rumours and opinions 
the moft favourable to his iritereft; while he 
deluded the populace by giving audience to the 
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CHAP, frequent, but imaginary, ambaffadors of diftant 
^^^' nations. The large bodies of troops ftationed in 
the cities of Thrace , ^nd the fortreffes of the 
Lower Danube , were gradually involved in the 
guilt of rebellion : and the Gothic princes con- 
fented to fupply the fovereign of Conftantinople 
with the formidable ftreng<h of feveral thoufand 
auxiliaries. His generals pafTed the Bofphorus, 
and fubdued, without an effort, the unarmed » 
but wealthy, provinces of Bithynia and Afia. 
After an honourable defence, the city and island 
of Cyzicus yielded to his power; the renowned 
legions of the Jovians and Herculians embraced 
the caufe of the ufurper, whom they were order- 
ed to crush; and, as the veterans were continually 
augmented with new levies, he foon appeared at 
the head of an army, whofe valour, as well as 
numbers; were not unequal to the greatncfs of 
the conteft. The fon of Hormifdas ", a youth 
of fpirit and ability, condefcended to draw his 
fword againft the lawful emperor of the Eaft; and 
the Perfian prince was immediately inverted with 
the ancient and extraordinary powers of a Roman 
Proconful. The alliance of Fauftma , the widow 
of the emperor Conftantius, who entrufled her- 
felf, and her daughter,^ to the hands of the 
ufurper , added dignity and reputation to his 
caufe. The princefs Conftantia , who was then 
about five years of age, accompanied, in a litter, 
the march of the army. She was shewn to the 
multitude in the arms of her adopted father; 
and, as often as she paffed through the ranl^, 
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the tendcrnefs of the foldiers was inflamed into chap. 
martial fury '* : they recollected the glories of ^^^' 
the houfe of Conftantine, and they declared, 
with loyal acclamation, that they would shed 
the laft drop of their blood in the defence of 
the royal infant **. 

In the mean while , Valentinian was .alarmed "»« defeat 
and perplexed, by the doubtful intelligence of a. d 366. 
the revolt of the Eaft. The difficulties of a May 28. 
German war forced him to confine his immediate 
care to the fafety of his own dominions; and, 
as every channel of communication was ftopt or 
corrupted, he liftencd, with a doubtful anxiety, 
to the rumours which were induflriously fpread; 
that the defeat and death of Valens had left 
Procopius fole mafter of the eaftern provinces. 
Valens was not dead : but , on the news of the 
rebellion , which he received at Caefarea , he 
bafely defpaired of his life and fortune ; propofed 
to negociate with the ufurper, '^and difcovered his 
fccrct inclination to abdicate the Imperial purple. 
The timid monarch was faved from difgrace and 
rpin by the firmnefs of his minifters, and their 
abilities foon decided in his favour the event of 
the civil war. In a feafon of tranquillity, Salluft 
had refigncd without a murmur; but as foon as 
the public fafety ^as attacked , he ambitiously 
folicitcd the pre-eminence of toil and danger; and 
the reftoration of that virtuous minifter to the 
praefecture of the Eaft, was the firft ftep which 
indicated the repentance of Valens, and fatisfied 
the minds of the people. The reign of Procopius 
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CHAP, "was apparently fupportcd by powerful armies, 
XXY. gnd obedient provinces. But many of the princi- 
pal officers, military as well as civil, had been 
urged, either by motives of duty or intereft, to 
with Iraw ihcmfelves from the guilty fcene; or to 
watch the moment of betraying, and deferting, 
the cauff of the ufurper. Lupicinus advanced by 
hafty marches, to bring the legions of Syria to 
the aid of Valens. Arintheus , who , in ftrength , 
beauty, and valour, excelled all the heroes of 

' the age , attacked with a fmall troop a fuperior 
body of the rebels. When he beheld the faces of 
the foldiers who had ferved under his banner, he 
commanded them , with a loud voice , to feize 
and deliver up iheir pretended leader; and fuch 
was the afcendant of his genius, that this extraor- 
dinary" order was inftantly obeyed **. Arbetio, a 

' refpectable veteran of the great Conftantine, who 
had been diftinguished by the honours of the 
confulhhip, was perfuaded to leave his retirement, 
and once more to conduct an army into the field. 
In the heat of action, calmly taking of his helmet, 
he .shewed his grey hairs, and venerable counter 
nance; faluted the foldiers of Procopius by the 
endearing names of children and companions, anci 
exhorted them, no longer to fupport the defperate 
caufe of a contemptible tyrant; but to follow their 
old commander, who had fo often led them to 
honour and victory. In the two engagements of 
Thyatira *' and Nacofia, the unfortunate Procopius 
was dcferted by his troops, .who were feduced by 
the inftruction and example of their perfidious 
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officers. After wandering fome time » among the 
woods and mountains of Phrygia, he was betray- 
ed by his defponding followers , conducted to 
the Imperial camp, and- immediately beheaded. 
He fuffered the ordinary fate of an unfuccefsful 
ufurper; but the acts of cruelty which were ex- 
ercifed by the conqueror, under the forms of 
legal juftice , excited the pity and indignation- of 
mankind ***. . • 

Such indeed are the common and .natural 
fruits of defpotifm and rebellion. But the in- 
quifition into the crime of magic, which, under 
the reign of the two brothers , was fo rigorously 
profecuted both at Rome and Antioch, was in- 
terpreted as the fatal fymptom , either of the dif- 
pleafure of heaven , or of the depravity of man- 
kind *'. Let us not hefitate to indulge a liberal 
pride, that, in the prefent age , the enlightened 
part of Europe has abolished ** a cruel and odious 
prejudice , which reigned in every climate of the 
globe , and adhered to every fyftem of religious 
opinions *\ The nations, Jtod the fects, of the 
Roman world , admitted wkh equal credulity , 
and fimilar abhorrence, the reality of that infernal 
art ** , which was able to controul the eternal 
order of the planets , and the voluntary opera- 
tions of the hursan mind. They dreaded the 
myfterious power of fpells and incantations, of 
potent herbs, and execrable rites; which could 
extinguish or recall life, inflame the paffions of 
the foul, blaft the works of creation, and extort 
from the reluctant dxmons the fecrets of futurity- 
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CHAP. They believed, >yith the wildeft inconfiftency, 
^^^* that this prxternatural dominion 6{ the air, of 
earth, and of hell, was exercifcd, from the vileft 
motives of malice or gain , by fome wrinkled 
hags , and itinerant forcerers , who pafted their 
obfcure lives in penury and contempt *^. The 
arts of magic were equally condemned by the 
public opinion , and by the laws of Rome ; but 
as thay tended to gratify the moft imperious paf- 
fions of the heart of man , they were continually 
profcribed , and continually practifed *'. ^n 
imaginary caufe is capable of producing the moft 
ferious and raifchievous eifects. The dark pre- 
dictions of- the death of an emperor, or the fuc- 
cefs of a confpiracy ^ were calculated only to fti- . 
mulate the hopes of ambition, and to diffolve the 
ties of fidelity; and the intentional guilt of ma- 
gic was aggravated by the actual crimes of trea- 
fon and facrilege **. Such vain terrors difturbed 
the peace of fociety, and the happinefs of indi- 
viduals ; and the harmlefs flame which infenfibly 
melted a waxen image , might derive a powerful 
and pernicious energy from the affrighted fancy 
of the perfon whom it \yas maliciously dcfigned 
to reprefent '*. From the infufion of thofe' herbs , 
which were fuppofed to poffefs a fi^>ernatural in- 
fluence , it was an eafy ftep to the ufe of more 
fubftantial poifon ; and the folly of mankind 
fometimes became the inftrument, and the ttiask , 
of the mofl atrocious crimes. As foon as the zeal 
of informeri was encouraged by the minifters of 
Valens and Valentinian , they could not refufe to 
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liften to another charge , too frequently mingled chap. 
in the fcenes of ^omeftic guilt ; a charge of a fofter ^"^^• 
and lefs mahgnant iiature , for which the pious, 
though exceflive, rigour of Conftantine had r^ 
cently decreed the punishment of death *\ This 
deadly and incoherent mixture of treafon and 
magic , of poifon and adultery , afforded infinite 
gradations of guilt and innocence , of excufc and 
aggravation, which in thefe proceedings appear 
to have been confounded by the angry or corrupt 
paffions of the judges. They eafily difcovcred , " 
that the degree of their induftry and difcernment 
■was eftimated , by the Imperial court , according 
to the number of executions that were furnished 
from their refpective tribunals. It was pot without 
extreme reluctance that they pronounced a fentence 
of acquittal ; but they eagerly admitted fuch evi- 
dence as was ftained with perjury , or procured 
by torture, to prove the moft improbable charges 
againft the moft rcfpectable characters. The progrefs 
of the inquiry continually opened new fubjects 
of criminal profecution : the audacious informer, 
whofe falfehood was detected , retired with im- . 
punity ; but the wretched victim, who difcovercd 
his real , or pretended , accomplices , was feldom 
permitted to receive the price of his infamy. From 
the extremity of Italy and Afia , the young, and 
the aged , were dragged in chains to the tribunals 
of Rome and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and 
philofophers , expired in ignominious and cruel 
tortures. The foldiers , who were appointed to 
guard the prifons , declared , with a murmur of 
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CHAP, pity and indignation , that their numbers were 
^^^' infufficient to oppofe the flight, *or refiftance, of 
the multitude of captives. The wealthieft families 
were ruined by fines and confifcations ; the mod 
innocent citizens trembled for their fafety; and 
we may form fome notion of the magnitude of 
the evil , from the extravagant affertion of an 
ancient writer , that , in the obnoxious provinces , 
theprifoners, the exiles, and the fugitives, formed 
the grcateft part of the inhabitants '*. 
The cru- > When Tacitus defcribcs the deaths of the innocent 
lendnian" ^"^ illuftrious Romans , who were facrificed to 
and Va- the cruelty of the firft Cxfars , the art of the 
^^ A D hiftorian , or the merit of the fufFerers , excite in 
364-375. our brcafts the moft lively fenfations of terror, 
of admiration , and of pity. The coarfe and un- 
diftinguishing pencil of Ammianus has delineated 
his bloody figures with tedious and difgufting 
accuracy. But as our attention is no longer en- 
gaged by the contraft of freedom and fervitude, 
of recent greatnefs and of actual mifery , we 
should turn with horror from the frequent exe- 
cutions , which difgraced , both at Rome and 
Antioch, the reign bf the two brothers ''. Valens 
was of a timid '* , and Valentinian of a choleric, 
difpofition '^ An anxious regard to his perfonal 
fafeity was the ruling principle of the adminiftration 
of Valens. In the condition of a fubject, he had 
kiffed , with trembling awe , the hand of the 
oppreffor : and when he afcended the throne , he 
reafonably expected, that the fame fears, which 
had fubdued • his own mind , would fecure the 
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patient fubmiffion of his people. The favourites chap. 
of Valens obtained , by the privilege of rapine xxv, 
and confifcation, the wealth which his oeconomy 
would have refufed '^ They urged, with per- 
fuafive eloquence, that, in all cafes of treafon , 
fufpicion is equivalent, to proof; that the power, 
fuppofes the intention , of mifchief ; that the in- 
tention is not left criminal than the act ) and that 
a fubject , no longer deferves to live , if his life 
may threaten the fafety , or difturb the repofe , of 
his fovereign. The judgment of Valentinian was 
fometimes deceived , and his confidence abufed ; 
but he would have filenccd the informers with 
a contemptuous fmile, had they prefumed to alarm 
his fortitude by the found of danger. They praifed 
his inflexible love of juftice; and in the purfuit of 
juftice , the emperor was eafily tempted to confider 
clemency as a weaknefs, and paffion as a virtue. 
As long as he«wreftled with his equals, in the 
bold competition of an active and ambitious life, 
Valentinian was feldom injured, and never infulted, 
with impunity: if his prudence was arraigned, his 
fpirit was applauded ; and the proudeft and moft 
powerful generals were apprehenfive of provoking 
the refentment of a fearlefs foldier. After he became 
raafter of the world , he unfortunately forgot, 
that where no refiftance can be made , no courage 
can be exerted ; and inftead of confulting the 
dictates of reafon and magnanimity, he indulged 
the furious emotions of his temper , at a time when 
they were difgraceful to himfelf , and fatal to the 
defencelefs objects of his difpleafure. In the go- 
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CHAP, vernment of his houfehold , or of his empire > 
. ^^^* slight , or even imaginary , offences., a hafty word , 
a cafual omiffion , an involuntary delay , were 
chaftifed by a fentence of immediate death. The 
expreflions which iffued the moft readily from the 
mouth of the emperor of the Weft were, ** Strike 
3, off his head ; " ** burn him alive; " *' let him 
,, be beaten with clubs till he expires "; and 
his moft favoured minifters foon underftood, that^ 
by a rash attempt, to difpute, or fufpend , the 
execution of his fanguinary commands , they might 
involve themfelves in the guilt and punishment 
of difobedience. The repeated gratification of this 
favage juftice hardened the mind of Valentinian 
agaiaft pity and remorfe ; and the failles of paffion 
were confirmed by the habits of cruelty '*. He 
could behold with calm fatisfaction the convulfive 
;agonies of torture and death : he referved his 
friendship for thofe faithful fervaqts whofe temper 
was the moft congenial to his own. The merit 
of Maximin , who had slaughtered the nobleft 
families of Rome , was rewarded with the royal 
approbation, and the praefecture of Gaul. Two 
fierce and enormous bears , diftinguished by the 
appellations of Innocence and Mica Aurea , could 
alone deferve to share the favour of Maximip. 
The ca^es of thofe trufty guards were always 
placed near the bed-chamber of Valentinian , who 
frequently amufed his eyes with the grateful 
fpectacle of feeing them tear and devour the 
bleeding limbs of the malefactors , who were 
abandoned to their rage. Their diet and iexercifes 
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were carefully infpected by the Roman emperor; chap. 
and wl»en Innocence had earned her difcharge, by 
a long courfe of meritorious fervice, the faithful 
animal was again reftored to the freedom of Jicr 
native woods '*. 

But in the calmer moments of reflection , when xheiriaws 
the mind of Valens was not agitated by fear , or ^"^ ^^' 
that of Valentinian by rage , the tyrant refumed 
the fentiments , or at leaft the conduct , of the 
father of his country. The difpaffionate judgment 
of the Weftern emperor could clearly perceive, 
and accurately purfue , his own and the public 
intereft ; and the fovereign of the Eaft , who imi- 
tated with equal docility the various examples 
which he received from his elder brother, was 
fometimes guided by the wifdom and virtue of 
the prxfect Sallufl;. Both princes invariably re- 
tained , in the purple , the chafte and temperate 
fimplicity which had adorned their private life; 
and , under their reign , the pleafures of the court 
never coft the people a blush or a figh. They 
gradually reformed many of the abufes of the 
times of Conftantius ; judiciously adopted and 
improved the defigns of Julian and his fucceflbr; 
and difplayed a flyle and fpirit of legislation 
which might infpire poftcrity with the moft fa- 
vourable opinion of their charactei and govern- 
ment. It is not from the mafter of Innocence ^ that 
we should expect the tender regard for the welfare 
of his fubjects , which prompted Valentinian to 
condemn the expolition of new-born infants *'; 
and to eftablish fourteen skilful phyficians , witJ^ 
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CHAP, ftipends and privileges , in the fourteen quarters of 
^^^* Rome. The good fenfe of an illiterate foldier 
founded an ufeful and liberal inftitution for the 
education of youth , and the fupport of declining 
fcience.*'. It was his intention , that the arts of 
rhetoric and grammar should be taught , in the 
Greek and Latin languages , in the metropolis of 
every province ; and as the fize and dignity of 
the fchool was ufually proportioned to the im- 
portance of the city, the academies^ of Rome and 
Conflantinople claimed a juft and fmgular pre- 
eminence. The fragments of the literary edicts of 
Valentinian imperfectly reprefent the fchool of 
Conftantinople , which was gradually improved 
by fubfequcnt regulations. That fchool confided 
of thirty-one profeffors in diflferent branches of 
learning. One philofopher , and two lawyers ; five 
fophifts , and ten grammarians for the Greek , and 
three orators, and ten grammarians for the Latin, 
tongue ; befides feven fcribes , or , as they were 
then ftyled , antiquarians , whofe laborious pens 
fupplied the public library with fair and correct 
copies of the claflic writers. The rule of conduct, 
w^hich was prefcribed to the (Indents, is the more 
curious , as it affords the firft outlines of the form 
and difcipline of a modern univerfity. It was re- 
quired , that they should bring proper certificates 
from the magiftrates of their native province. 
Their names , profeflSons , and places of abode , 
were regularly entered in a public regifter. The 
ftudious youth were feverely prohibited from 
crafting their time in feafts , or in the theatre ; 

and 
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and the term of their education wasiimited to the -Chap* 
age of twenty. The prsefect of the city was ^^^' 
empowered to chaftife the idle and refractory, by 
ftripes or expulfion; and he was directed to make 
an annual report to the mafter of the offices , that 
the knowledge and abilities of the fcholars might 
be ufefuUy applied to the public fervice. The 
inftitutions of Valentinian contributed to fecure 
the benefits of peace and plenty : and the cities 
were guarded by the eftablishment of the Defen^, 
fors **; freely elected as the tribunes^ and advo- • 
cates of the people , to fupport their rights , and 
toexpofe their grievances, before the tribunals of 
the civil magiftrates , or even at the foot of'th^ 
Imperial throne. The finances were diligently 
adminiftered by two princes , who had been fo 
long accuftomcd to the rigid oeconomy of a private* 
fortune; but in the receipt and ^application of the 
revenue , a difcerning eye might obferve fome 
difference between the government of the Eaft and 
of the Weft. Valens was perfuaded , that royal 
liberality can be fupplied only by public oppreflGon, 
and his ambition never afpired to fecure , by their* 
actual diftrefs, the future ftrength and profperity 
of his people. Inftead of increafing the weight of* 
taxes, which, in the fpace gi forty years, had 
been gradually doubled, he reduced, in the firft 
years of his reign , one fourth of the tribute of the 
Eaft; *'. Valentinian appears to have been lef^ 
attentive and lefs anxious to relieve the burthens 
of his people. He might reform the abufes of chC' 
fifcal adminiftration i but he exacted, without 
Vol. IV. O 
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fcruple , a very large share of the private property; 
as he was convinced , that the revenues , which 
fupported the luxury of individuals, would be 
much more advantageously employed for the de- 
fence and improvement of the ftate. The fubjects 
of the Eaft, who enjoyed the.prefent benefit, 
applauded the indulgence of their prince. The 
folid , but lefs fplendid , merit of Valentinian 
was felt and acknowledged by the fubfequent 
generation **. 

But the moft honourable circumftance of the* 
character of Valentinian, is the firm and temperate 
impartiaUty which he uniformly preferved in an 
age of religious contentian. His ftrong fenfe, unen- 
lightened, but uncorrupted, by ftudy , declined, 
with refpectful indifference, the fubtle queftions 
of theological debate. The government of the 
Earth claimed his vigilance , and fatisficd his 
ambition ; and while he remembered , that he was 
the difcipJe of the church, he never forgot that 
he was the fovereign of the clergy. Under the 
reign of an apoftate , he had fignalized his zeal 
for the, honour of Chriftianity : he allowed to his 
fubjects the privilege which he had affumed for 
himfelf; and they might accept, Avith gratitude 
and confidence , the general toleration which 
was granted by a prince, addicted to paffion, but 
incapable of fear or of difguife *'. The Pagans, 
the Jews , and all the various fects which acknow- 
ledged the divine authority of Chrift , were pro- 
tected by the laws from arbitrary power or popular 
infult; nor was any mode of worship prohibited 
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by Valentiriian, except thofe fecret and criminal CttAi*- 
practices, which abufed the name of religion for ^^^' 
the dark purpofes of vice and diforder. The art 
of m^jgic , as it was more cruelly punished, wa$ 
iiore ftrictly profcribed ; but the emperor admitted 
a formal diftinction to protect the ancient inethods 
of divination , which were approved by the fenate, 
and exercifed by the Tufcan harufpices. He had 
condemned , with the confent of the moft rational 
Pagans , the licence of nocturnal facrifices ; but 
he immediately admitted the petition of Praetextatus^ 
proconful of Achaia, who reprefented, that the 
life of the Greeks would become dreary and com- 
fortlefs , if they were deprived of the invaluable 
bleffing of the Eleufinian myfteries. Philofophy 
alone can boaft (and perhaps it is no more than 
the boaft of philofophy ) , that her gentle hand is 
able to eradicate from the human mind the latent 
and deadly principle of fanaticifm. But this truce 
of twelve years , which \vas enforced by the wife 
and vigorous government of Valentinian , hy 
fufpending the repetition of mutual injuries, con- 
tributed tx> foften the manners , and abate the 
preiudices, of the religious factions. 

The friend of toleration Was unfortuhately Vaiens 
placed at a diftance from the fcene of the fierceft 7?^'^' 
controverhes. As foon as the Chriftians of the anriperfe- 
Weft had extricated themfelves from the fnares ''"I" .*^'* 
of the creed of Rimmi, they happily relapfed into a. 0. 
the slumber of orthodoxy; ^nd ih^ fmall temains 367^73. 
of the ^rian party, that ftill fubfifted at Sirmium 
or Milan , might be confidcrcd , rath^ r as objects 
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CHAP, of contempt than of refentmcnt. But in the 
^^^' provinces of the Eaft , from the Euxine to the 
extremity of Thebais, the ftrength and numbers 
of the hoftile factions were more equally balanced ; 
and this equality, inftead of recommending th€ 
counfels of peace, ferved only t6 perpetuate the 
horrors of religious war. The monks and bishops 
fupported their arguments by invectives ; and their 
invectives were fofhetimes followed by blows. 
Athanafius flill reigned at Alexandria; the thrones 
of Conftantinople and Aotioch were occupied by 
Arian prelates , and every epifcopal vacancy was 
'the occafion of a pc^ular tumult. The Homooufians 
Were fortified by the reconciliation of fifty -nine 
Macedonian , or Semi- Arian , bishops ; but their 
fecret reluctance to embrace the divinity of the 
Holy Ghofl , clouded the fplendour of the triumph : 
and the declaratioi\ of Valens , who , in the firfl 
years of his reign ,, had imitated the impartial 
conduct of his brother , was an important victory 
on the fide of Arianifm. The two brothers had 
paffed their private life in the condition of ca- 
techumens; but the piety of Valens prompted him 
to folicit the facrament of baptifm , before he ex- 
pofed his perfon to the dangers of a Gothic war. 
He naturally addreffed himfelf to Eudoxus " , 
bishop of the Imperial city ; and if the ignorant 
motiarch was inflructed by that Arian paflor in 
the principles of heterodox theology , his mis- 
fortune, rather than his guilt, was the inevitable 
confequence of his erroneous choice. Whatever 
had been the determination of the emperpr , he 
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muft have offended a. numerous pdixty of his ch4p. 
Chriftiaa fubjects ; as the leaders both of the ^^^* 
Homooufians and of the Arians believed, that, 
if they were notfuffcred to reign, they were moft 
cruelly injured and'oppreffed. After Ije had taken 
this decifive ftep , it was extremely difficult for 
him to preferve either the virtue, or the reputar 
tion', of impartiality. He never afpired , like 
Conftantius, to the fame of a profound theologian; 
but, as he had received with fimplicity and refpect 
the tenets of Eudoxus, Valens refigned his cour 
fcience to the direction of his ecclefiaftical guides, 
and promoted , by the influence of his autho- 
rity , the re - union of the Athanafian heretics 
to the body of the catholic church. At firft , he 
pitied their blindnefs ; by degrees he was provokecj 
at their obftinacy ; and he infenfibly hated thofe 
fectaries to whom he was an object of hatred ^\ 
The feeble mind of Valens was always fwayed 
by the perfons with whom he familiarly convcrfed; 
and the exile or iroprifonment of a private, citizen 
are the favours the moft readily granted in a 
defpotic court. Such punishments wer^ frequently 
inflicted on the leaders of the Homooufian party; 
and the misfortune of fourfcore ecelefiaftics of 
Conftantinople , who, perhaps accidentally, wer^ 
burnt on shipboard , jvras imputed to the cruel 
and premeditated malice of the emperor, and his 
Arian minifters. In every contcft , the catholics 
( if we may anticipate that name ) were obliged 
to pay the penalty of their own faults, and of 
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CHAP, thofe of their advcrlarics. In every election, the 
^x^v. claims of the Ari:in can4iclate obtained the pre- 
ference i and if they were oppofed by the majority 
of the people, he was ufually fupported by the 
auchoniy of the civil magifirate , or even by the 
terrors of a military force. The enemies of Aiha- 
nafius attempted to difturb the laft years of his 
venerable age; and his temporary retreat to his 
father's fepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth 
exile. But die zeal of a great people, who in- 
fbintly flew to arms , intimidated the prsefect; 
and the archbishop was permitted to end his life 
in peace and in glory, after a reign of fbrty-feven 
Death of ycars. The death of Athanafius was the fignal 
Arb iia, ^f jj^p perfecution of Egypt ; and the Pagan minifter 
A. D. 373. of Valens , who forcibly feated the worthlefs 
M^y lOf Lucius on the archiepifcopal throng, purchafed 
the favour of the reigning party by the blood and 
fufiferings of their Chriftian brethren. The free 
toleration of the heathen and Jewi>h worship was 
bitterly lamented , as a circumftance which ag- 
gravated the mifery of the catholics, and the guilt 
of the impious tyrant of the Eaft **. 
^0(1 idea The triumph of the orthodox party has left a 
i/cu'tion"" ^^^P ^^*" ^^ perfecution on the memory of Valens ; 
and the character of a prince who derived his 
virtues, as well as his vicfs, from a feeble under- 
flanding , and a pufillanimous temper, fcarcely 
di^ferves the labour of an apology. Yet candour 
rnay difcover forae reafons to fufpect that the 
ccclefiaftical minifters of Valens often exceeded 
the orders , or even the intentions, of their mafter; 
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and that the real naeafurc of facts has been very chap 

XXV 

liberally magnified by the vehement declamation 
and eafy credulity otf his antagonifts **. i. The 
filence of Valentinian may fuggeft a probable 
argument, that the partial fevcritics, which were 
exercifed in the name and provinces of his col- 
league, amounted only to fome obfcure and incon- 
fiderable deviations from the eftablished fyftem of 
religious toleration : and the judicious hiflorian, 
who has praifed the equal temper of the elder 
^brother, has not thought himfelf obliged to con- 
trail the tranquillity of the Weft with the cruel 
perfecution of the Eaft ^*. 2. Whatever credit 
may be allowed to vague and diftant reports , 
the character , or at leaft the behaviour , of Va- 
lens may be moft diftinctly feen in his perfonal 
tranfactions with the eloquent Bafil, archbishop 
of Caefarea, who had fucceeded Athanafius in 
the management of the Trinitarian caufe '*. The 
ckcumftantial narrative has been compofed by the 
friends and admirers of Bafil ; and as foon as we 
have ftripped away a thick coat of rhetoric and 
miracle, we shall be aftonished by the unexpected 
mildnels of the Arian tyrant, who admired the 
firmnefs of his character , or was apprehenfive , 
if he employed violence , of a general revolt in 
the province of Caopadocia. The archbishop, 
who affcrted , with imlcxible pride ^* , the truth 
of his opinions, and the dignity of his rank, was 
left in the free pofleflion of his confcience , and 
his throne. The emperor devoutly afCfted at the 
folemn fervice of the cathedral; and, inftead of a 
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C 11 A F5. (ippt^nce of binishttient , fubfcribcd the donatioa 
^*^^ pf a valuable eftatp for the ufe of an hofpitstl, 
\^hich Bafil had lately founded in the neighbour-? 
hood of Caefarea ^^ 3, I am not able to difcover, 
th^t any law ( fuch as Theodofius afterwards 
enacted againft the Arians ) was published by 
Valens againft the Athanafian fectaries; and the 
edict which excited the moft violent clamours, 
may not appear Co extremely reprehenfible. The 
emperor had obferved , that feveral of his fubjects, 
gratifying their lazy difpofition under the pretence 
of religion , had affociated themfelves with the 
monies pf Egypt ; and he directed the count of 
the Eaft to drag them from their folitude : and to 
compel thofe cjeferters of fociety to accept the fair 
^alternative , of renouncing their temporal poffefr 
fions, or of difcharging the public duties of men 
and citizens '*. The minifters of Valens feem to 
have extended the fenfe of this penal ftatute , 
fince they claimed a right of enlifting the young 
and able-bodied monks in the Imperial armies. A 
detachment of cavalry and infantry, confifting of 
three thoufand men » marched from Alexandria 
into the adjacent defert of Nitria'^', which was 
peopled by five thoufand monks. The foldiers 
/ vyrere conducted, by Arian priefts ; and it is re- 
ported , that a confiderable slaughter was made 
in the monafteries which difbbeyed the commands 
of their fovereign ^'. 
vaientinir The (Irict regulations which had been framed 
anrcftrains j^y ^^j^g wifdom of modem legislators to reftrain the 
wealth and avarice of the clergy, may be. origL- 
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nally deduced from the example of the emperor chap. 
Valentinian. His edict '' addreffed to Damafus , r'^^^Jg,^ 
bishop of Rome , was publicly' read in the church- gy. 
es of the city. He admonished the ecclefiaftics A.D.370. 
and monks not to frequent the houfes of widows 
and virgins; and menaced their difobedience with 
the aniraadverfion of the civil judge. The director 
was no longer permitted to receive any gift , or lega- % 

cy , or inheritance , from the liberality of his fpiritual 
daughter: every teftament contrary to this edict 
was declared null and void ; and the illegal dona- 
tion was confifcated for the ufe of the treafury* 
By a fubfequent regulation , it should feem , that 
the fame provifions were extended to nuns and 
bishops; and that all perfons of the ecclefiaftical 
order were rendered incapable of receiving any 
teftamentary gifts , and firictJy confined to the 
natural and legal rights of inheritance. As the 
guardian of domedic happinefs and virtue, Va- 
lentinian applied this fevere remedy to the growing 
evil. In the capital of the empire, the females of 
noble and opulent houfes pofleffed a very ample 
share of independent property : and many of thofe 
devout females had embraced the doctrines of . 
Chriftianity , not only with the cold affent of the 
underftanding , but with the warmth of affection, 
and perhaps with the eagernefs of fashion. They 
facrificed the pleafures of drefs and luxury; and 
renounced , for the praife of chaftity , the foft 
endearments of*conjugal fociety. Some ecclefiaftic, 
of real or apparent fanctity, was chofen to direct 
their timorous confcience, and to araufe the vacant 
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CHAP, tendernefs of their heart : and the unbounded 
^^v- confidence , Avhich they haftily beftowed , was 
often abufed by knaves and enthufiafts ; who 
haftened from the extremities of the Eaft , to 
enjoy, on a fplendid theatre , the privileges of the 
monadic profeffion. By their contempt of the 
world, they infenfibly acquired its moft defirable 
advantages ; the lively attachment , perhaps , of a 
young and beautiful woman , the delicate plenty 
of an opulent houfehold , and the refpcctful ho- 
mage of the slaves , the freedmen , and the clients 
of a fenatorial family: The immenfe fortunes of 
the Roman ladies were gradu^y confumed , in 
lavish alms and expenfive pilgrimages ; and the 
artful monk , who had affigned himfelf the firft , 
or poffibly the fole place, in the teflament of hts 
fpiritual daughter, ftill prefumed to declare, with 
the fraooth face of hypocrify, that he was only 
the inftrument of charity , and the fteward of the 
poor. The lucrative , but difgraceful , trade ^* , 
which was exercifed by the clergy to defraud the 
expectations of the natural heirs, had provoked 
the indignation of a fuperftitious age : and two 
of the moft refpectable of the Latin fathers very 
honeftly confefs , that the ignominious edict of 
Vakntinian was juft and neceffary; and that the 
Chriftian priefts had deferved to lofe a privilege , 
which was ftill enjoyed by comedians, charioteers, 
and the minifters of idols. But the wisdom and 
authority of the legislator are feklom victorious 
in a contcft with the vigilant dexterity of private 
intereft , and Jerom , or Ambrofe , might patiently 
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acquiefce in the juftice of an ineffectual or falu- 
taiy law. If the ecclefiaftics were checked in the 
purfuit of perfonal emolument , they would exert 
a more laudable induftry to increafe the wealth of 
the church; and dignity their covetoufnefs with 
the fpecious names of piety and patriotifm ''. 

Damafus, bishop of Rome, who was conftrain- 
cd to ftigmatize the avarice of his clergy by the 
publication of the law of Valentinian , had, the mafus,' 
good fenfe , or the good fortune , to engage in his ''"**°p ®^ 
fervice the zeal and abilities of the learned Je- a. d. 
rom ; and the grateful faint has celebrated the 36<5.^38# 
merit and purity of a very ambiguous character '% 
But the fplendid vices of the Church of Rome , 
under the reign of Valentinian and Damafus , 
have been curiously obferved by the hiftorian 
Ammianus , who delivers his impartial fenfe in 
thefe expreffive words : " The prsefecture of 
5, Juventius was accornpanied with peace and 
„ plenty : but the tranquillity of his government 
„ was foon difturbed by a bloody fedition of the 
„ diftracted people. The ardour of Damafus 
„ and Urfinus , to feize the epifcopal feat , fur- 
„ paffed the ordinary meafure of human ambi* 
,, tion. They contended with the rage of party; 
5, the quarrel was maintained 'by the wounds and 
„ death of their followers ; and the praefect , un- 
5, able to refift or to appeafe the tumult, was 
,, conftrained , by fuperior violence, to retire 
„ into the fuburbs. Damafus prevailed : the well- 
5, difputed victory remained on the fide of his 
„ faction ; one hundred and thirty -feven dead 
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CHAP. „ bodies " were found in the BqfiUca of Sicinu 
^"^^' „ nus '^ , >yhcre the Chriftians hold their reli* 
„ gious aflemblies; and it was long before the 
„ angry minds of the people refumed their ac* 
„ cuflomed tranquillity. When 1 confider the 
„ fplendour of the capital, I am -not aftonished 
„ that fo valuable a prize should inflame the de- 
„ fires of ambitious men, and produce the nerceft 
„ and moft obftinate contefts. The fuccefsful 
„ candidate is fccure , that he will be enriched 
„ by the offerings of matrons *' ; that, as foon 
^ „ as his drefs is compofed with becoming care 
,, and elegance, he may proceed, in his chariot, 
„ through the ftreets of Rome ** ; and , that the 
„ fumptuoufnefs of the Imperial table will not 
„ equal the profufe and ddicate entertainments 
„ provided by the tafte , and at the expence , of 
„ the Roman pontiffs. How much more^ ratioui- 
„ ally, continues^'the honeft Pagan, would thofc 
„ pontiffs confult their true happinefs, if, inftead 
„ of alleging the greatnefs of the city as an ex- 
„ cufe for their manners, they would imitate the 
„ exemplary life of fome provincial bishops , 
„ whofe temperance and fobriety, whofe mean 
„ apparel and downcaft looks , recommended their 
„ pure and roodefl; virtue to the Deity, and his 
„ true worshippers '^ " Thp fchifm of Damafus 
and Urfinus was extinguished by the exile of the 
latter ; and the wifdom of the praefect Prsetex- 
tatus ** reftored the tranquillity of the city. Prge- 
textatus was a phllofophic Pagan , a man of 
learning, of tafte, and politgiefs; who difguifed 
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a reproach in the form of a jcft, when he affured chap, 
Damafiis , that if he could obtain the bishopric ^^^* 
of Rome; he himfelf would immediately embrace 
the Chriftian religion *^ This lively picture of 
the wealth and luxury of the popes in the fourth 
century , becomes the more curious , a^ it repre- 
fents the intermediate degree , between the humble 
poverty of the apoftolic fisherman , and the royal 
ftatc of a temporal, prince , whofe dominions 
extend from the confines of Naples to the banks 
of the Po. 

When the fuffrage of the generals and of the Foreign 
army committed the fceptre of the" Roman em- ^*"* 
pire to the hands of Valentinian , his reputation 
in arms, his military skill and experience, and 
his rigid attachment to the forms, as well as 
fpirit , of ancient difcipline, were the principal 
motives of their judicious choice. The eagernels 
of the troops who preffed him to nominate his 
colleague, was juftificd by the dangerqus fituation 
of public affairs ; and Valentinian himfelf was 
confcious , that the abilities of the moft active 
mind were unequal to the defence of the diftant • 
frontiers of Jin invaded monarchy. As foon as^ 
the death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians 
from the terror of his name , the moft fanguinc 
hopes of rapine and conqueft excited the nations 
of the Eaft, of the North, and of the South. 
Their inroads were often vexatious, and fome- a. d. 
times formidable; but, during the twelve years ^^^ ^"^' 
of the reign of Valentinian , his firmnefs and 
vigilance protected his own dominions ; and his 
powerful genius feemed to infpire and direct the 
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CHAP* feeble counfds of his brother. Perhaps the me- 
^^^' thod of annals would more forcibly exprefs the 
urgent and divided cares of the two emperors; 
but the attention of the reader, likewife, would 
be diftracted by a tedious and defultory narrative* 
A feparate view of the five great theatres of war: 
L Germany; IL Britain; IIL Africa; IV. The 
Eaft; and, V. The Danube; will imprcfs a more 
diftinct image of the military ftate of the em]pirc 
under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens. 
I. The ambaffadors of the Alemanni had been 
MANY. offended by the harsh and haughty bthaviour of 
The Ale- Urfacius , maftcr of the offices "; who, by an 
vade^olu^ ^ct of unfeafouablc par&mony, had diminished 
A. D. 3<5s. the value, as well as the quantity, of the pre* 
fcnts, to which they were entitled, either from 
cuftpm or treaty, on the acceffion of a new em* 
peror. They expreffed , and they communicated 
to their countrymen , their ftrong fenfe of the 
national affront The irafcible minds of the 
chiefs were exafperated by* the fufpicion of con- 
tempt;/ and the martial youth crowded to their 
'ftandard. Before Valentinian could paf; the Alps, 
the villages of Gaul were in flames ; before his 
general Dagalaiphus could encounter the Ale- 
manni, they "had fecured the captives antl the 
A. D. %66, fy^^^ ^^ ^^^ forefts of Germany. In the beg^ii- 
Jaauary. ning of the enfuing year, the military force of 
the whole nation, in deep and folid columns, 
broke through the barrier of the Rhine,, during 
the feverity of "a northern winter. Two Roman 
counts were defeated and mortally wounded; and 
the flandard of the Heruli and Batavians fell into 
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the hands of the conquerors^ who difplayed, with chap. 
infulting shouts and menaces , the trophy of their ^^^' 
victory. The ftandard was recovered ; but the 
Batavians had not redeemed the shame of theii? 
difgrace and flight in the eyes of their fevere 
judge. It was the opinion of Valentinian , that 
his foldiers muft learn to fear their commander, 
before they could ceafe to fear the enemy. The* 
troops were folemnly affembled: and the trem- 
bhng Batavians were inclofed within the circle of 
the Imperial army. Valentinian then afcended 
his tribunal: and, as if he difdained to punish 
cowardice with death, he inflicted a ftain of in- 
delible ignominy on the officers, whofe mifcon- 
duct and pufillanimity were found to be the firft 
occafion of the defeat. The Batavians were de- 
graded from their rank, ftripped of their arms, 
and condemned to be fold for slaves to the 
higheft bidder. At this tremendous fentence the 
troops fell proftrate on the ground ; deprecated 
the indignation of their fovereign; and protefted, 
that, if he would indulge them in another trial, 
they would approve themfelves not unworthy of 
the name of Romans , and of his foldiers. Valen- 
tinian , with affected reluctance, yielded to their 
entreaties: the Batavians refumed their arras; 
and with their arms, the invincible refolution of 
wiping away their difgrace in the blood of the 
Alemanni '*. The principal command was declin- 
ed by Dagalaiphusj and^ that experienced gene- 
ral, who had reprefented, perhaps with too much 
prudence, the extreme djfficulties of the under- 
taking, had the mortification, before the end of 
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^ ^ p the campaign , o( feeing his rival Jovinus coo- 
XXV. vert thofe difficulties into a dccifivc advantage 
over the fcattered forces of the Barbarians. At 
fea"' *" ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ well-difciplined armv of cavalry, 
infantry , and light troops , Jovinus advanced , 
with cautious and rapid fteps, to Scarponna ", 
in the territory of Met2, where he furprifed a 
large divifion of the Alemanni , before they had 
time to run to their arms; and flushed his foldicrs 
with the confidence of an ,eafy and bloodlefs 
victory. Another divifion, or rather army, of the 
enemy, after the cruel and wanton devaftation of 
the adjacent country, repofcd themfelves on the 
shady banks of the Mofelle. Jovinus , who had 
viewed the ground with the eye of a general, 
made his filent approach through a deep and 
woody vale, till he could diftinctly perceive the 
indolent fecurity of the Germans. Some were 
bathing their huge limbs in the river; others 
were combing their long and flaxen hair; others 
again were fwallowing large draughts of rich and 
delicious wine. On a fudden they heard the found 
of the Roman trumpet; they faw the enemy in 
their camp Aftonishment produced diforder; 
diforder was followed by flight and difmay, and 
the confufed multitude of the braveft warriors, 
was pierced by the fwords and javelins of the 
legionaries and auxiliaries. The fugitives efcaped 
to the third, and moft confiderable, camp, in 
^ the Catalaunian plains, near Chalons in Cham- 

pagne: the ftraggling detachments were haftily 
recalled to their ftandard; and the Barbarian 
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chiefs, alarmed and admonished by the fate of ciiAP* 
. their companions , prepared to encounter , in ^^^* 
a decifive battle, the victorious forces of the 
lieutenant of Valentinian. The bloody and ob- 
ftinate conflict lafted a whole fummer*s day, with 
egual valour, and with alternate fuccefs. The 
Romans at length prevailed, with the lofs of 
about twelve hundred men Six thoufand of the 
Alemanni were slain, four thoufand were wound- 
ed ; and the brave Jovinus , afier chacing the 
flying remnant of their hoft as far as the banks 
of the Rhine, returned to iParis, to receive the 
applaufe of his fovereign, and ihe enfigns of 'he 
confulship for the enfuing year *'. The triumph iulyi 
of the Romans was indeed fullied by their treat- 
ment of the captive king , whom they hung on a 
gibbet, without the knowledge of their indignant 
generah This difgraceful act of cruehy, which 
might be imputed to the fury of the troops , was 
\ followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab, 
the fon of Vadomair; a German prince, of a weak 
and fickly conftitution , but of a daring and 
formidable fpirit. The domeftic affaffin was infti- 
gated and protected by the Romans **; and th^ 
violation of the laws of humanity and juftice be- 
trayed their fecret apprehcnfion of the w^akneft 
of the declining empire. The ufe of the dagger 
is feldom adopted in public councils, as long as 
they retain any confidence in the power of thcf 
fword. 

While the Alemaiini appeared to be hiimblec! Vaieritinf- 
by their recent calamities, the pride of Valen^ ^"p*^"* 
VoK IV, JP 
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9 CHAP, tinian was mortified by the unexpected furprlfal 
^^y- of Moeuntiacum , or Mentz , the principal city 

.andforti- r i tt A i i r r - - 

.fies the of the Upper Germany. In the uniufpicious 
R^JIJf. moment of a Chriftian feftival , Rando , a bold 
and artful chieftain , who had long meditated his 
attempt, fuddenly paffed the Rhine; entered the 
<lefencelefs town, and retired with a multitude of 
captives of either fex. Valentinian refolved to 
execute feverc vengeance on the whole body of 
the nation. Count Sebaftian, with the bands of 
Italy and Illyricum, was ordered to invade their 
country, moft probably on the fide of Rhaetia. 
The emperor in perfon, accompanied by his fon 
Gratian, paffed the Rhine at the head of a for- 
midable army , which was fupportcd on both 
flanks by Jovinus and Severus , the two maflers^ 
general of the cavalry and infantry of, the Weft. 
The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devaftation 
of their villages , fixed their camp on a lofty, and 
almoft inacceflible , mountain , in the modern 
duchy of Wirtemberg , and rcfolutcly expected 
the approach of the Romans. The life of Valen- 
tinian was expofed to imminent danger , by the 
intrepid curiofity with which l;ie perfifted , to ex- 
plore fome fecret and unguarded path. A troop 
of Barbarians fuddenly rofe from their ambufcade: 
and the emperor, who vigoroUs<;ly fpurred his 
horfe down a fteep and slippery defcent , was 
obliged to leave behind him his armour-bearer, 
and his h-^lmet, magnificently enriched with gold 
and precious ftones. At the fignal of the gene- 
ral affault, the Roman troops cncompaffed and 
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afcended the mountain of SoHcinium on three chap. 
different fides. Every ftep which they gained, ^^^• 
increafed their ardour, and abated the refiftance 
of the enen^y : and after their united forces had 
occupied the fummit of the hill, they impetu- 
ously urged the Barbarians down the noahern 
defcent , where count Sebaftian was ported to 
intercept their retreat. After this fignal victory, 
Valentinian returned to his winter -quarters at 
Treves; where he indulged the public jfy by 
the exhibition of fplendid ar>d triumphal games ". 
But the wife monarch , inftead of afpiring to the 
conqutft of Germany , confined his attention to 
the important and laborious defence of h^ Gal- 
lic frontier, againft an enemy, whoTe ft ength 
was renewed by a ftream of daring volunteers, 
which inceffantly flowed from the moft diftant 
tribes of the North '*. The bankv of the Rhine, 
from its fource to the fti eights of the ocean , were * 
clofely planted with ftrong caftles and conve- 
nient towers; new woiks, and new arms, were 
invented by the ingenuity of a prince who Was 
skilled in the mechanical arts ; and his numerous 
levies of Roman and Barbarian youth were fe- 
verely trained in all the cxercifes of war. The ' 

progrefs of the work , which was fometimes op* 
pofed by modeft reprefentations, and fometimes 
by hoftile attempts, fecured the tranquillity of 
Gaul during the nine fubfequcnt years of the 
kdminiftration of Valentinian *\ 

That prudent emperor, who diligently practifed ^Thefiur. 
the yyiit maxims of Diocletian , was ftudious to 1""^ **!L V 
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CHAP, foment and excite the inteftine divifipns of the 
^^^- tribes of Germany. About the middle of the 
fourth century, the countries , perhaps of Luface 
and Thuringia , on either ftde of the Elbe , were 
occupied by the vague dominion of the BuRGUN- 
DiANS ; a warlike and numerous people , of the 
Vandal race *^ , whofe obfcure name infenfibly 
fwelled into a powerful kingdom , and has finally 
fettled on a flourishing province. The moft 
remarkable circumftance in the ancient manners 
of the Burgundians , appears to have been the 
difference of their civil and ecclefiaftical con- 
ftitution. The appellation of Hendinos was given 
to the king or general, and the title of Smijius 
to the high-prieft , of the nation. The perfon of 
the prieft was facred, and his dignity perpetual; 
but the temporal government was held by a v^ry 
precarious tenure. If the events of war accufed 
the courage or conduct of the king, he was im- 
mediately depofed ; and the injuftice of his fub- 
jects made him refponfible for the fertility of the 
earth , and the regularity of the feafons , which 
feemed to fall more properly within the facer- 
do tal department '^ The difputed pofleflion of 
(bme fait -pits *' engaged the Alemanni and the 
Burgundians in frequent contefts : the latter were 
eafily tempted, by the fecret folicitations, and'' 
liberal offers, of the emperor; and their fabu- 
lous defcent from the Roman foldiers, who had 
formerly been left to garrifon the fortreffes of 
Drufus, "Was admitted with mutual credulity, as 
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it was conducive to mutual intereft **. An army chap, 
of fourfcore thoufand Burgundians foon appeared ^^^* 
on the banks of the Rhine; and impatiently re- 
quired the fupport and fubfidies which Valentinian 
had promifed : but they were amufed with ex- 
cufes and delays, till at length, after a fruitlefs 
expectation , they were compelled to retire. The 
arms and fortifications of the Gallic frontier 
checked the fury of their juft refcntment; and 
their maffacre of the captives ferved to embitter 
the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and the 
Alemanni. The inconftancy of a wife prince 
may, perhaps, be explained by fome alteration 
of circumftances ; and, perhaps, it was the ori- 
ginal defign of Valentinian to intimidate , rather 
than to deftroy ; as the balance of power would 
have befen equally overturned by the extirpation 
of either of the German nations. Among the 
princes of the Alemanni, Macrianus, who, with 
a Roman name , had afTumed the arts of a foldier 
and a ftatefman , dcfcrved his hatred and efteem. 
The emperor himfelf, with a light and unincum- 
bered band, condcfcended to pafs the Rhine » 
marched fifty miles into the country , and would 
infallibly have feized the object of his purfuit , 
if his judicious meafures had not been defeated 
by the impatience of the troops. Macrianus was 
afterwards admitted to the honour of a perfonal 
conference with the emperor; and the favours . 
which he received , fixed him , till the hour of 
his death, a fteady and fmcere friend of the 
republic '"*• 
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CHAP. The land was covered by the fortifications of 
xxy. Valcntinian ; but the fea-coaft of Gaul and Britain 
was expofed to the depredations of the Saxons. 
That celebrated name , in which we have a dear 
and domeftic inlercft , efcaped the notice of Ta- 
citus ; and in the maps of Ptolemy , it faintly 
marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric peninfula, 
and three fmall islands towards the mouth of the 
Elbe "'^ This contracted territory , the prefent 
Duchy of Slefwig , or pefhaps of Holftein , was 
incapable of poufring forth the inexhai^ftible fwarms 
of Saxons who reigned over the ocean, who filled 
the British island wi^h rheir language, their laws, 
and (heir colonies ; and who fo long defended the 
liberty of the North againft the arm> of Charle- 
magne ''*. The folution of this difficulty is eafily 
derived from the firailar manners, and loofe con- 
ftitution, of the tribes of Germany; which were 
blended with each other by the slighteft accidents 
of wir or friendj-hip. The fituation of the native 
Saxons difpofed them to embrace the hazardous 
prof *fTions of fij^hermen and pirates : and the fuq- 
cefs of their firft adventures would naturally excite 
the emulation of their braveft countrymen , who 
were impatient of the gloomy folitude of their 
woods and mountains. Every tide might float 
down the Elbe whole fleets of canoes, filled with 
hardy and intrepid afTociates, who afpired to behold 
the unbounded profpect of the ocean , and to tafte 
the wealth and luxury of unknown worlds. It 
should feem probable, however, that the moft 
numerous auxiliaries of the Saxons were furnished 
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by the nations who dwelt along the shores of the chap. 
Baltic. They poffeffcd arms and ships , the art of ^^^' 
navigation , and the habits of naval war; but the 
difficulty of iffuing through the northern columns 
of Hercules "' (which, during feveral months of 
the year, are obftructed with ice) confined their 
skill and courage within the limits of a fpacious 
lake. The rumour of the fuccefsful armaments 
which failed from the mouth of the Elbe , would 
foon provoke them to crofs the narrow ifthmus 
of Slefwig, and to launch their vcffels on the 
great fea. The various troops of pirates and ad- 
venturers , who fought under the fame ftandard , 
were infenfibly united in a permanent fociety , at 
firft of rapine , and afterwards of government. 
A military confederation was gradually moulded 
into a national body , by the gentle operation of. 
ftiarriage and confanguinity ; and the adjacent tribes, 
who folicited the alliance ^ accepted the name and 
laws , of the Saxons. If the fact were not cftablished 
by the moft unqueftionable evidence, we should 
appear to abufe the credulity of our readers , by 
the defcription of the veffels in which the Saxon 
pirates ventured to fport in the waves of the 
German Ocean , the British Channel , and the Bay 
of Bifcay. The keel of their large flat-bottomed 
boats was framed of light timber, but the fides 
and upper works confided only of' wicker , with 
a covering of ftrong hides ****. In the courfe of 
their slow and diftant navigations , they muft 
always have been expofed to the danger , and very 
frequently to the misfortune , of shipwreck ; and 
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PPAP. the naval annals of the Saxons were undoubtedly 
^^^' filled V't^h the accounts of the lofles , which they 
fuftained on the coafts of Britain and Gaul. But 
the daring fpirit of the pirates braved the perils, 
both of the fea , and of the shore : their skill was 
confirmed by the habits of enterprize; the meaneft 
of their mariners was alike capable , of handling 
an oar, of rearing a fail , or of conducting a veffel; 
and the Saxons rejoiced in the appearance of a 
tempeft , which concealed their defign , and dif- 
perfed the fleets of the enemy ^'*'. After they had 
acquired an accurate knowledge of the maritime 
provinces of the Weft, they extended the fcene 
of their depredations , and the moft fequeftered 
places had no reafon to prefume on their fecuriry. 
The Saxon boats drew fo little water, that they 
could eafily proceed fourfcore or an hundred mile^ 
up the great rivers ; their weight was fo inconfider- 
able , that they were tranfported on waggons from 
one river to another; and the pirates who had 
entered the mouth of 'he Seine, or of the Rhine, 
might defcend, with the rapid ftream of the Rhone, 
A- p, 371. into the Mediterranean. Under the reign of Valen- 
tinian , the maritime provinces of Gaul were 
afflicted by the Saxons : a military count was 
ftationed for the defence of the fea-coaft, or Ar- 
morican limit; and that officer, who found his 
ftrength , or his abilities, unequal to the task, 
implored the afliftance of Severus , mafter-general 
of the infantry. The Saxons, furrounded and out- 
numbered , were forced to relinquish their fpoil , 
and to yield a felect band of their tall and rob\ift 
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youtli to fcrve in the Imperial armies. They chap. 
ftipulated only a fafe and honourable retreat: and ^^^* 
the condition was readily granted by the Koman 
general ; who meditated an act of perfidy "' , as 
imprudent as it was inhuman , while a Saxon 
remained alive , and in arms , to revenge the fate 
of his countrymen. The premature eagernefs of 
the infantry, who were {ecretly ported in a deep 
valley, betrayed the ambufcadc; and they would 
perhaps have fallen the victims of their own 
treachery, if a large body of cuiraffiers, alarmed 
by the noife of the combat, had not haftily ad- 
vanced to extricate their companions , and to 
ovrrwhejra the undaunted valour of the Saxons. 
Some of the prifoners were faved from the edge 
of the fword, to shed their blood in the amphi- 
theatre : and the orator Symmachus complains, 
that twenty-nine of thofe defperate lavages , by 
ftrangling themfelves with their own hands, had 
difappointed the amufepient of the public. Yet 
the polite and philofophic citizens of Rome were 
impreffed with the deepeft horror , when they 
were informed, that the Saxons confecrated to the 
gods the tythe of their human fpoil ; and , that 
they afcertained by lot the objects of the bar^ 
barous Sacrifice '*'. 

II. The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and 5[' ^^^" 
Trojans , of Scandinavians and Spaniards , which The Scots 
flattered the pride, and amufed the credulity, of andPicts: 
our rude anceftors, have infenfibly vanished in 
the light of fcience and philofophy ''*. The prefent 
age is fatisfied with the fimple and rational opinion, 
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CHAP, that the islands of Great Britain and Ireland were 
XXV. gradually peopled from the adjacent continent of 
Gaul. From the coaft of Kent, to the extremity 
of Caithnefs and Ulfter , the memory of a Celtic 
origin was diftinctly preferved , in the perpetual 
refemblance of language , of religion , and of 
manners : and the peculiar characters of the British 
tribes, might be naturally afcribed to the influence 
of accidental and local cirCumftances '*'. The 
Roman province was reduced to the ftatc of 
civilized and peaceful fervitude : the rights of 
favage freedom were contracted to the narrow 
limits of Caledonia. The inhabitants of that 
.northern region were divided , as early as the 
reign of Conftantine , between the two great 
tribes of the Scots and of the PiCTS "**, who 
have fince experienced a very different fortune. 
The power, and almoft the memory, of the Picts, 
have been extinguished by their fuccefsful rivals ; 
and the Scots , after maintaining for ages the 
dignity of an independent kingdom , have mul- 
tiplied , by an equal and voluntary union , the 
honours of the English name. The hand of nature 
had contributed to mark the ancient diftinction 
of the Scots and Picts. The former were the men 
of the hills , and the latter thofe of the plain. 
The eaftern coaft of Caledonia may be confidered 
as a level and fertile country, which, even in a 
rude ftate of tillage , was capable of producing a 
confiderablc quantity of corn : and the epithet of 
cruitnich , or wheat-eaters , expreffed the contempt , 
or envy , of the carnivorous highlander. The 
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cultivation of the earth mieht introduce a more chaf. 

. XXV 

accurate reparation of property , and the habits of a 
fedentary life ; but the love of arms and rapine was 
ftill the ruling pafTion of the Picts: and their war- 
riors, who ftiipped themfelves for a day of battle, 
^ere diftinguished, in the eyes of the Romans, hy 
the ftiangc fa. hion of painting their naked bodies, 
with gaudy colours and fantafkic figures. The 
weftern part of Caledonia irregularly rifes into 
wild and barren hills , which fcarcely repay the 
toil of the husbandman, and are moft profitably 
ufed for the pafture of cattle. The highlanders 
were condemned to the occupations of .shepherds 
and hunters ; and , as they feldom were fixed to 
any permanent habitation , they acquired the ex- 
prefTive name of Scots , which , in the Celtic 
tongue , is faid to be equivalent to that of wan-' 
derers ^ or vagrants. The inhabitants of a barren 
land were urged to feek a fresh fupply of food in 
the waters. The deep lakes and bays which in-» 
terfect their country , are plentifully flored with 
fish ; and they gradually ventured to caft their 
nets in the waves of the ocean. The vicinity of 
the Hebrides , fo profufely fcattered along the 
weftern .coaft; of Scotland , tempted their curiofity , 
and improved their ^kilU and t»hey acquire^d, by 
slow degrees , the art , or rather the habit , of 
managing their boats in a tenfpefluous fea, and 
of fteering their nocturnal courfe by the light of 
the well-known ftars. The two bold headlands 
of Caledonia almofl touch the shores of a fpa^ 
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CHAP, cious island, which obtained, from its luxuriant 
XXV. vegetation , the epithet of Green f and has prefcrved, 
with a slight alteration, the name of Erin, or 
lerne , or Ireland. It is probable , that in fome 
remote period of antiquity, the fertile plains of 
Ulftcr received a colony of hungry Scots ; and 
that the ftrangers of the North, who had dared 
to encounter the arms of the legions , fpread their 
conquefts over the favage and unwarlike natives 
of a folitary island. It is certain , that , in the 
declining age of the Roman empire , Caledonia , 
Ireland , and the Isle of Man , were inhabited by 
the Scots ; and that the kindred tribes , who were 
often affociatcd in m,ilitary enterprize, were deeply 
t aflfectcd by the various accidents of their mutual 
fortunes. They long cherished the lively tradition 
of their common name and origin : and the 
miflionaries of the Isle of Saint? , who diffufed the 
light of Chriftianity over North Britain, eftablished 
the vain opinion , that their Irish couptrvmen 
were the natural , as well as fpiritual , fathers of 
the Scpttish race. The loofe and obfcure tradition 
has been preferved by the venerable Bede , who 
fcattered fome rays of light over the darknefs of 
the eighth century. On this slight foundation, an 
huge fuperftructure of fable was gradually reared, 
by the bards , and the monks ; tvfo orders of men, 
who equally abufed the privilege of fiction. The 
Scottish nation , with miftaken pride , adopted 
their Irish genealogy : and the annals of a long 
line of imaginary kings have, been adorned by the 
fancy of Boethius, and the claflic elegance of 
Buchanan "\ 
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Six years after the death of Conftantinc, the chap. 
deftructive inroads of the Scots and Picts required -^^V- 
the prefence of his youngeft fon , who reigned ^afi^n of 
in the weftern empire. Conftans vifited his Briti.sh Britain , 
dominions : but we may form fome eftimate of ^^^^'^^^ 
the importance of his atchievemcnts , by the 
language of panegyric , which celebrates only his 
triumph over the elements; or, in other words, 
the good fortune of a fafe and eafy pafTage, from 
the port of Boulogne to the harbour of Sandwich "*. 
The calamities which the afflicted provincials 
continued to experience , from foreign war^ and 
domeftic tyranny , were aggravated by the feeble 
and corrupt adminiftration of the eunuchs of 
Conftantius; and the tranfient relief which they 
might obtain from the virtues of Julian , was foon 
loft by the abfence and death of their benefactor. 
The fums of gold and filver, which had been 
painfully collected , or hberally tranfmitted , for 
the payment of the troops, were intercepted by 
the avarice of the commanders; difcharges, or, 
at leaft , exemptions, from the military fervice , 
were publicly fold ; the diftrefs of the foldiers, 
who were injuriously deprived of their legal and 
fcanty fubfiftence , provoked them to frequent 
defertion ; the nerves of difcipline were relaxed, 
and the highways were infefted with robbers "'. 
The oppreffion of the good , and the impunity of 
the wicked , equally contributed to dififufe through 
the island a fpirit of difcontent and revolt; and 
every ambitious fubject , every defperate exile , 
might entertain a rcafonable hope of fubverting 
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CHAP, the weak and diftracted government of Britain. 
XXV. The hoftile tribes of the North, who detefted the 
pride and power of the King of the AVorld , 
fufperided their domeftic feuds; and the Barbarians 
of the land and fea, the Scots, the Picts, and the 
Saxons , fpread themfelves , with rapid and 
irrefiftible fury, from the wall of Antoninus to 
the shores of Kent. Every production of art and 
nature, every object of convenience or luxury, 
which they were incapable of creating by labour, 
or procuring by trade , was accumulated in the 
rich and fruitful province of Britain "*. A philo- 
fopher may deplore the eternal difcord of the 
human race, but he will confefs, that the defire 
of fpoil is a more rational provocation than the 
' vanity of conqueft. From the age of Conftantine 
to that of the Flantagenets , this rapacious fpirit 
continued to inftigate the poor and hardy Cale- 
donians : but the fame people , whofe generous 
humanity feems to infpire the fongs of Offian, 
was difgraced by a favage ignorance of the virtues 
of peace , and of the laws of war. Their fouthern 
neighbours hive felt, and perhaps exaggerated, 
the cruel depredations of the Scots and Picts "*: 
and a valiant tribe of Caledonia , the Attacotti "*, 
the enemies, and afterwards the foldiers , of Va- 
lentinian , are accufed , by an eye-witnefs, of 
delighting in the tafte of human flesh. Whep they 
hunted the woods for prey, it is faid, that they 
attacked rhe shepherd rather than his flock; and 
that they curiously felected the moft delicate and 
brawny parts , both of males and females, which 
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they prepared for their horrid repafts *''. If , m chap. 
the neighbourhood of the commercial and literary ^^V- 
town of Glafgow , a race of cannibals has really 
exifted, we may contemplate, iti the period of the 
Scottish hiftory, the oppofite extremes of favage 
and civilifed life. Such reflections tend to enlarge 
the circle of our ideas; and to encourage the 
pleafmg hope, that New Zealand may produce, 
in fome future age, the Hume of the Southern 
Hemifphere. 

Every meflenger who efcapcd acrofs the British Reftoration 
channel , conveyed the moft melancholy and hyxhrodo. 
alariping tidings to the cars of Valentiniart ; and fius. 
the emperor was foon informed, that the two ^* ^' 
military commanders of the province had been 
, furprifcd and cut off by the Barbarians. Severus, 
count of the domeftics, was haftily difpatched, 
and as fuddenly recalled, by the court of Treves. 
The reprefentations of Jovinus ferved only to 
indicate the greatnefs of the evil; and, after a 
long and ferious confultation, the defence, or 
rather the recovery, of Britain, was entrufted to 
the abilities of the brave Theodofius. The exploits 
of that general , the father of a line of emperors, 
have been celebrated, with peculiar complacency, 
by the writers of the age: but* his real merit 
deferved their applaufe ; and his nomination was 
received, by the army and province, as a fure 
prefage of approaching victory. He feized the 
favourable moment of navigation, and fecurely 
landed the numerous and veteran b^nds of the 
Heruli and Batavians, the Jovians and the Victors. 



Digitized 



by Google 



540 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. In his march from Sandwich to London, Theo- 
^^^* dofius defeated feveral parties of the Barbarians^ 
releafed a multitude of captives , and , after 
diftributing to his foidiers a fmall portion of 
the fpoil, eftablished the fame of difinterefted 
juftice, by the reftitution of the remainder to the 
rightful proprietors. The citizens of London, who 
had almofl; dcfpaired of their fafety , threw open 
their gates ; and as foon as Theodofius had 
obtained from the' co'urt of Treves the important 
aid of a military lieutenant, and a civil governor, 
he executed, with wifdom and vigour, the labo- 
rious task of the deliverance of Britain. The 
vagrant foidiers were recalled to their ftandard; 
an edict of amnefty difpelled the public appre- 
hcnfions ; and his cheerful example alleviated the 
rigour of martial difcipline. The fcattered and 
defultory warfare of the Barbarians, who infefted 
the land and fea , deprived him of the glory of a 
fignal victory; but the prudent fpirit, and confum- 
A.D. 368. mate art, of the Roman general, were difplayed • 
and 369- jjj ^[^^ operations of two campaigns, which fuc- 
ceffively refcued every part of the prov^ince from 
the hands of a cruel and rapacious enemy. The 
fplendour of the cities, and the fecurity of the 
fortifications, were diligently reftored, by the 
paternal care of Theodofius : who with a ftrong 
hand confined the trembling Caledonians to the 
northern angle of the island ; and perpetuated, by 
the name and fettlement of the new province of 
Valentia^ the glories of the reign of Valentinian "*. 
The voice of poetry and panegyric may add^ 

perhaps 



Digitized 



:ed by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 241 

perhaps with fomc degree of truth, that the chap, 
unknown regions of Thule were ftained with the ^^^' 
blood of the Picts; that the oars of Thcodofius 
dashed the waves of the Hyperborean ocean ; 
and that the diftant Orkneys were the fcene of 
his naval victory over the Saxon pirates "\ He ' 
left the province with a fair, as well as fplendid, 
reputation : and was immediately promoted to 
the rank of mafter-general 9f the cavalry, by a 
prince, who could applaud, without envy, the 
merit of his fcrvants* In the important Ration of 
the upper Danube , the conqueror of Britain 
checked and defeated the armies of the Alemanni, 
before he was chofen to fupprefs the revolt 6f ^ 
Africa* 

III. The prince who refufes to be the judge » irr. kt^l^ 
inftructs his people to confider him as the accom- ^^ _. 
plice, of his minifters. The military command of Romanus, 
Africa had been long exercifed by Count Roma- ^•^- ^^^' 
nus, and his abilities were not inadequate to his 
ftation : but as fordid intereft was the fole motive 
of his conduct, he acted, on moft occafions, as 
if he had been the enemy of the province < and 
the friend of the Barbarians of the defert Th(2 
three flourishing cities of Oea, Leptis, and Sabrata, 
which, under the name of Tripoli, had long 
Gonftitutcd a foederal union "° , were obliged^ 
for the firft time, to shut their gates againft i 
hoftile invafion ; feveral of their moft honourable 
citizens were furprifed and mafTacred ; the villages^ 
and even the fuburbs, were pillaged; and thtf 
vines and fruit-trees of that rich territory were 

Vol iv, Q 
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CHAP, extirpated by the malicious favages of Getulla. 

XXV. 'Yhe unhappy provincials implored the protection 
of Romanus ; but they fpon found that their 
military governor was not lefs cruel and rapacious 
than the Barbarians. As they were incapable of 
furnishing the four thoufand camels , and the 
exorbitant prcfent , which he required , before he 
would march to the affiftance of Tripoli ; his 
demand was equivaleiU to a refufal, and he might 
juftly be accufed as the author of the public 
calamity. In the annual aflembly of the three 
cities, they nominated two deputies, to lay at the 
feet of Valentinian the cuftomary offering of a gold 
victory; and to accompany this tribute, of duty, 
rather than of gratitude , with their humble 
complaint, that they were ruined by the enemy, 

^ and betrayed by their governor. If the feverity of 

Valentinian had been rightly directed, it would 
have fallen on the guilty head of Romanus. But 
the Count, long exerqifed in the arts of corruption, 
had difpatched a fvvift and trufty meffenger to 
fecurc the venal friendship of Remigius, .mafter 
of the offices. The wifdom of the Imperial council 
was deceived by artifice; and their honeft indig- 
nation was cooled by delay. At length, when 
. the repetition of complaint had been juftified by 
the repetition of public misfortunes, the notary 
Palladius was fent from the court of Treves, to 
examine the ftatc of Africa , and the conduct of 
Romanus. The rigid impartiality of Palladius was 
eafily difarmed : he was tempted to referve for 
himfelf a part of the public treafure, which he 
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brought with him for the payment of the, troops; cHAPi 
and* from the moment that he was confcious of ^^^' 
his own gufit, he could no longer refufe to atteft 
the innocdnce and merit of the Count. The charge 
of the Tripolitans was declared to be falfe and 
frivolous; and Palladius himfelf was fent back 
from Treves to Africa, with a fpecial. commiflTion, 
to difcover and profecutc the authors of this 
impious confpiracy againft the reprefentatives of 
the fovercign. His enquiries were managed with 
fo much dexterity and fuccefs , that he compelled 
the citizens of Leptis, who had fuftained a recent 
ficge of eight days, to contradict the truth of 
their own decfees, and to cenfure the behaviour 
of their own deputies. A bloody fentence was 
pronounced, without hefitation, by the rash and 
headftrong cruelty of Valentinian. The prefident 
of Tripoli, who had prefumed to pity the diftrefs 
of the province, was publicly executed at Utica; 
four diftinguished citizens were put to death, as 
the accomplices of the imaginary fraud ; and the 
tongues of two others were cut out, by the exprefs 
order of the emperor. Romanus , elated by impu- 
nity, and irritated by refiflance, was ftill continued 
in the military^ copmand ; till the Africans were 
provoked, by his* avarice, to join the rebellious 
ftandard of Firmus, the Moor ^*^ , 

His father Nabal was one of the richefl and mofl ^^fvelt or 
powerful of the Moorish princes, who acknoW- a D. a/*. 
ledged the fupremacy of Rome. But as he left, 
either by'his wives or concubines, a very numer- 
ous pofterity, the wealthy inheritance was eagerly 
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CHAP, dirputed ; and Zamma, one of his fens , vras slain 
^^^- in a domeftic quarrel by his brother Firmus. .The 
implacable zeal, with which Romanus profecuted 
the legal revenge of this murder, could be afcribed 
only to a motive of avarice , or perfonal hatred : 
but , on this occafion , his claims were juft ; his 
influence was weighty ; and Firmus clearly under- 
ftood , that he muft either prefent his neck to the 
executioner, or appeal from the fentence of the 
Imperial confiftory, to his fword , and to the 
people "*. He was received as the deliverer of 
his country; and", as foon as it appeared, that 
Romanus* was formidable only to a fubmiffivc 
province, the tyrant of Africa became the object 
of univerfal contempt. The ruin of Cxfarea, 
which was plundered and burnt by the licentious 
Barbarians, convinced the refractory cities of the 
danger of refiftance ; the power of Firmus was cfta- 
blish^, at lead in the provinces of Mauritania and 
Numidias and it feemcd to be his only doubt, whe- 
ther he .^hould afTume the diadem of a Moorish king, 
or the purple of a Roman emperor. But the impru- 
dent and unhappy Africans foon difcovered , that, 
in this rash insurrection , they had not fufficiently 
confulted their own ftrength, or the abilities of 
their leader. Before he could proctire any certain 
intelligence, that the emperor of the Weft had 
fixed the choice of a general , or that a fleet of 
tranfports was collected at the mouth of the 
Thfocfotttis Rhone, he was fuddenly informed, that the great 
Africa" Theodofius , With a fmall band of veterans , had 
A.D. 37g. landed near Igilgilis, or Gigeri , on the African 
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coaft ; and the timid ufurper funk under the af- c H a p. 
ccndant of virtue and military genius. Though xxv. 
Firmus poQefTed arms and treafures, his defpair 
of victory immediately reduced him to the ufe 
of thofe arts , which , in the fame country , and 
in a fimilar fituation , had formerly been practifed 
by the crafty Jugurtha. He attempted to deceive, 
by an apparent fubmiflion, the vigilance of the 
Roman general ; to feduce the fidelity of his 
troops ; and. to protract the duration of the war, 
by fucceffively engaging the independent tribes 
of Africa to efpoufe his quarrel , or to protect his 
flight. Theodofius imitated the example, and 
obtained the fuccefs , of his predeceffor Metellus. 
When Firmus , in thie character of a fuppliant, 
accufed his own rashnefs, and humbly folicited 
the clemency of the emperor, the lieutenant of 
Valentinian received and difmiffed him with a 
friendly embrace ; but he diligently required the 
ufeful and fubflantial pledges of a fincere repent- 
ance ; nor could he be perfuaded, by the affurances 
of peace, to fufpend, for an inftant, the opera- 
tions of an active war. A dark confpiracy was 
detected by the penetration of Theodofius; and 
he fatisfied, without much reluctance, the public 
indignation, which he had fccretly excited. Several 
of the guilty accomplices of Firmus were aban- 
doned, according to ancient cuftom, to the tumult 
of a military execution; many more, by the ampu- 
tation of both their hands , continued to exhibit 
an inftructive fpectacle of horror ; the hatred of 
the rebels was accompanied with fear ; and the 

0.$ 
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CHi*". fear of the Roman foldiers was mingled with 
^^^' refpectful adtniration. Amidft the boundlefs plains 
of Getulia, and the innumerable vallies of Mount 
Atlas, it was impc^ble to prevent the efcape of 
Firmus: and if the ufurper could have tired the 
patience of his antagonift, he would have fecured 
his perfon in the depth of fome remote folitude, 
and expected the hopes of A future revolution He 
was fubdued by the perfeverance of Tht'odofius; 
who had formed an inflexible determination, that 
the war should end only by the death of the 
tyrant, and that every nation of Africa, .which 
prefumed to fupport his caufe, fhould be involved 
in his ruin. At the head of a fmall body of troops^ 
which feldom exceeded three thoufand five hundred 
men, the Ronaan general advanced, with a fteady 
prudence^ devoid of rashnefs , or of fear, into 
the heart of a country,- where he was fomctimes 
attacked by armies of twenty thoufand Moors; 
The boldnefs of his charge difmayed the irregultir 
Barbarians ; they were difconccrted by his feafon- 
able and orderly retreats; they were continually 
baffled by the unknown- refources of the military 
art; and they felt and confefTed the juft fuperiority 
which was affumed by the leader of a civilifed 
nation. When Theodofius entered the extenfive 
dominions of Igmazen, king of the Ifaflenfes, tl^e 
haughty favage required , in words of defiance, 
his name , and the object of hi?i expedition. " I 
„ am , replied the ftern and difdainful count , I 
,, am the general of Valentinian, the lord of the 
„ world; who has fent me hither to purfue and 
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„ punish a defp^rate robber. Deliver him inftantly chap. 
„ into my hands ; and be aflured , that if thou ^^^* 
„ doft not obey the commands of my invincib^^ 
„ fovereign , thou , and the people over whom 
„ thou reigneft , shall be utterly extirpated.,'* 
As foona? Igmatpa was fatisfied, that his enemy 
had ftrength and refolution to execute the fatal 
menace , he eonfented to purchafe a neceffary 
rpeace by the facrificc of a guilty fugitive. The 
.guards that wer^ placed to fecure the perfon of 
Firmus, deprived him of the hopes of efcape ; 
and the Moorish tyrant, after wine had extiti- 
guished the fenfe of danger , difappointcd the 
infulting triumph of the Romans, by ftrangling 
himfelf in the night. His dead body, the only 
prefent which Igmazen could ofifer to the conquer- 
or , was carelefsly thrown upon a camel : and 
Theodofius, leading back his victorious troops to 
Sitifi, was faluted by the warmeft acclamations * 
of joy and loyalty "'. 

Africa had been loft by the vices of Romanus; Heiscxe- 
it was reftored by the vi^rtues of Theodofius; 
and our curiofity may be ufefully directed to 
the inquiry of the refpective treatment , which 
the two generals received from the Imperial court. 
The authority of Count Romanus had been fuf- 
pended by the maftcrgeheral of the cavalry ; and 
he was committed to fafe and honourable cuftody 
till the end of^the war. His crimes were proved 
by the raoft authentic evidence ; and the public 
expected , with fome impatience , the decree of 
fevere juftice. But the partial and powerful favour 
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CHAP, pf Mcllobaudes encouraged him to challenge his 
XXV. iggjji judges, to obtain repeated delays for the 
purpofe of procuring a crowd of friendly witneffcs, 
and, finally, to cover his giiilty conduct, by 
the additional guilt of fraud and forgery. About 
the fame time , the reftorer of Britain and Africa, 
on a vague fufpicioi;i that his name and fervices 
vvrere fuperior to the rank of a fubjcct , was igno- 
miniously beheaded at Carthage. Valentinian no 
longer reigned ; and the death of Theodofius , 
as well as the impunity of Romanus, may juftly 
be imputed to the arts, of the minifters who abufed 
the confidence , and deceived the inexperienced 
youth, of his fons "*. 
^tate of If the geographical accuracy of Ammianus had 
Af«i»ca. been fortunately beftowed on the British exploits 
of Theodofius , we should have traced , with 
eager curiofity , the diftinct and dbmeftic footfteps 
of his march. But the tedious enumeration of the 
unknown and uninterefting tribes of Africa may 
be reduced to the general remark, that they were 
all of the fwarthy race of the Moors ; that they 
inhabited the back fettlements of the Mauritanian 
and Numidian provinces, the country, as they 
have fince been termed by the Arabs , of dates 
afid of locufts "^ ; and that , as the Roman 
power declined in Africa, the boundary of civil- 
ifed manners and cultivated land was infenfibly 
contracted. Beyond the utmoft limits of the 
Moors , the vaft and inhofpitable defert of the 
South extends above a thoufand miles to the 
banks of the Niger. Thp ancients, who had a 
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very faint and imperfect knowledge of the great chap* 
peninfula of Africa, were fometiroes tempted to xxv. 
believe , that the torrid zone muft ever remaia 
deftitute of inhabitants '** : and they fometimes 
amufed their fancy by filling the vacant fpace 
with headlefs men, or rather monfters **^ ; with 
horiied and cloven-footed fatyrs '** ; with fabulous 
centaurs '*' ; and with human pygmies , who 
waged a bold and doubtful warfare againft the 
cranes '*". Carthage would have trembled at the 
ftrange intelligence , that the countries , on either 
fide of the equator , were filled with innumerable 
nations , who differed only in their colour from 
the ordinary appearance of the human fpecies; 
and the fubjects of the Roman empire might have 
anxiously expected , that the fwarms of Barba- 
rians y which ifTued from the North , would foon 
be encountered from the South , by new fwarms 
of Barbarians, equally fierce, and equally for- 
midable. Thefe gloomy teiTrors would indeed 
have been difpelled by a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the character of their African enemies. 
The inaction of the negroes does |^ot feem to be 
the effect , either of their virtue , or of their pu- 
fillanimity. They indulge , like the reft of man- 
kind , their paffions and appetites ; and the adja- 
cent tribes are engaged in frequent acts of hofti- 
lity *'*. But their rude ignorance has never 
invented any effectual weapons of defence, or of 
deftruction ; they appear incapable of forming 
any extenfiye plans of government, orcpnqueft; 
and the obvious inferiority of their mental facul- 
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CHAP, ties has been difcovered and abufed by the nations 
XXV. ^£ i^jjg temperate zone. Sixty thoufand blacks are 
annually embarked from the coaft of Guinea ^ 
never to return to their native country; but they 
are embarked in chains "* : and this conftant 
emigration, which , in the fpace of two centuries, 
might have furnished armies tp overrun the globe, 
accufes the guilt of Europe , and the weaknefis 
of Africa. 
IV. The IV, The ignominious treaty , which faved tho 
EAST, arnoy of Jovian, had been faithfully executed on 
Can war ', ^^c fide of the Romaus : and as they had folemnly 
A. D. renounced the fovereignty and alliance of Ar- 
5^5 378. jjjje^^ja an^i Iberia, thofe tributary kingdoms were 
cxpofed, without protection, to the arms of the 
f erfian monarch '", Sapor entered the Arme- 
nian territories at the head of a formidable hoft 
of cuirafliers , of atchers , and of mercenary foot ; 
but it was the invariable practice of Sapor to mix 
war and negociation , and to confider' falfehood 
and perjury as the moft powerful inftrumcnts of 
regal policy. He aflfected to praife the prudent 
and moderate^conduct of the king of Armenia;, 
and the unfulpicious Tiranus was perfuaded , by 
the repeated affurances of infidious friendship , to 
deliver his perfon into the hands of a faithleC^ and 
cruel enemy. In the midft of a fplendid enter- 
tainment, he was bound in chains of filver, as 
an honour due to the blood of the Arfacides ; 
and, after a short confinement in the Tower of 
Oblivion at Ecbatana, he was releafed from the 
miferies of life, either by his own dagger^ or by 
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that of an afTaflin. The kingdom of Armenia chap. 
was reduced to the ftate of a Perfian province ;* ^^^* 
the adminiflxation was shared between a diftin- 
gui^hed latrap and a favourite eunuch ; and Sapor 
marched, without delay, to fubdue the martial 
fpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces , who reigned 
in that country by the permiflion of the emperors/ 
was expelled by a fuperior force ;. and , a$ at^ 
infult on the maje^i^ of Rome , the King of 
kings placed a diadem oh the head of his abject 
vaffal Afpacuras. The city of Artogeraffa '** wa$ 
the only place of Armenia, which prefumed to 
refift the efiFort of his arm?* The treafure depofited 
in that (Irong fortrefs tempted the avarice of Sapor; 
but the danger of Olympias , the wife , or widow, 
of the Armci^ian king , excited the public com- 
panion , and animated the defpcrafe valour of her 
fubjects and foldiers. The Perfians were furprifed 
and repulfed under the walls of Artogeraffa, by 
a bold and well-concerted^^ (ally of the befiegcd. 
But the forces of Sapor were continually renewed 
and increafed ; the hopelefs courage of the garrifon 
was exhaufted ; the ftrength of th,e walls yielded 
to the affault; and the proud conqueror, after 
wafting the rebellious city with fire and fwordj 
led away captive an unfortunate queen; who, in 
a more aufpicious hour , had been the deftined 
bride of the fon of Conftantine ''^ Yet if Sapor 
'already triumphed in the eafy conqueft of two 
dependent kingdoms, he foon felt, that a country 
is, unfubdued , as long as the minds of the people 
are actuated by an hoftile and contqmacious jpirit. 
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CHAP. The faferaps , whom he was obliged to trufl;, 
^^^* embraced the firft opportunity of regaining the 
affection of their countrymen , and of fignalifmg 
their immortal hatred to the Perfian name. Since 
the converfion of the Armenians and Iberians, 
thofe nations confidered the Chriftians as the fa* 
Vourites, and the Magians as the adverfaries, of 
the Supreme Being ; the influence of the clergy , 
over a fuperflitious people ^Wsls uniformly exerted 
in the caufe of Rome ; and as long as the fuc- 
ceffors of Conftantine difputed with thofe of 
Artaxerxes the fovereignty of the intermediate 
provinces , the reh'gious connexion always threw 
a deciflve advantage into the fcale of the empire. 
A numerous and active party acjcnowledged 
Para , the fon of Tiranus , as the lawful fovereign 
bf Armenia ; and his title to the throne was 
deeply rooted in the hereditary fucceffion of 
five hundred years. By the unanimous confent of 
the Iberians, the country was equally divided 
between the rival princes; and Afpacuras, who 
owed his diadem to the choice of Sapor , was 
obliged to declare , that his regard for his chil- 
dren , who were detained as hoftages by the tyrant, 
was the only confideration , which prevented him 
from openly renouncing the alliance of Perfia. 
The emperor Valens, who refpected the obliga- 
tions of the treaty, arid who was apprehenfive 
of involving the Eaft in a dangerous war , ven- 
tured , with slow and cautious meafures , to fup- 
port the Roman party in the kingdoms of Iberia 
and Armenia. Twelve legions eftablished the 
authority of Sauromaces on the banks of the 
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Cyrus. The Euphrates was protected by the chap. 
valour of Arintheus. A powerful army , under ^^^' 
the command of count Trajan, and of Vadomair, 
king of the Alemanni , fixed their camp oi\ the 
confines of Armenia. But they were ftrictly en- 
joined, not to comipit the firft hoftilities, which 
might be undcrftood as a breach of the treaty: 
and fuch was the implicit obedience of the Roman 
general , that they retreated , with exemplary 
patience , under a shower of Perfian arrows , till 
they had clearly acquired a juft title to an ho- 
nourable and legitimate victory. Yet thefe appear- 
ances of war infenfibly iubfided in a vain and 
tedious negociation. The contending parties fup- 
ported their claims by mutual reproaches of perfidy 
and ambition ; and it should feem , that the 
original treaty was expreffed in very obfcure 
terms, fince they were reduced to the neceflity 
of making their inconclufive appeal to the ptirtial 
teftimony of the generals of the two nations , 
who had aflifted at the negociations "*. The 
invafion of the Goths and Huns , which foon af- 
terwards shook the foundations of the Roniian 
empire , expofed the provinces of Afia to the* 
arms of Sapor. But the declining age, and per- 
haps the infirmities , of the monarch , fuggefted 
ttew maxims of tranquillity and moderation. His a. d. 3«o. 
death , which happened in the full maturity of a 
reign of feventy years , changed in a moment the 
court and councils of Perfia ; and their attention 
was raoft probably engaged by dotneftic troubles, 
and the diftant efforts of a Carmanian war ''% 
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CHAP. 
XXV. 

The treaty 
of peac%, 
A. D. 384. 



Adventures 
of Para , 
king of 
Armenia. 



The remembrance of ancient injuries was loft in 
the enjoyment of peace. The kingdoms of Ar- 
menia and Iberia were permitted , by the mutual , 
though tacit, confent of both empires , to refume 
their doubtful neutrality. In the firft years of 
the reign of Theodofius, a Perfian embafly ar- 
rived at Conftantinople , to excufe the junjuftifi- 
able meafures of the former reign ; and to offer", 
as the tribute of friendship , or even of rcfpect , a 
fplendid prefcnt of gems , ' of filk , and of Indian 
elephants '". 

In the general picture of the affairs of the Eaft 
under the reign of Valens, the adventures of Para 
form one of the moft ftriking and fingular ob- 
jects. The noble youth , by the perfuafion of his 
mother Olympias , had efcaped through the Per- 
fian hoft that befieged Artogerafla , and implored 
the protection of the emperor of the Eaft. By 
his fimid councils , Para was alternately fupport- 
ed , and recalled, and reftorcd , and betrayed. 
The hopes of the Armenians were fometimes 
raifed by the prefence of their natural fovereign; 
and the minifters of Valens were fatisfied , that 
thfy prefervcd the integrity of the public faith , 
if their vaffal was not fuffered to affume the 
diadem and title of King. But they foon repent- 
ed of their own rashnefs. They were confoundecl 
by the reproaches and threats of the Perfian mo- 
narch. They found reafon to diftruft the cruel 
and inconftant temper of Para himfelf : who 
facrificed , to the slighteft fufpicions , the lives of 
his moft faithful fervants ; and held a fecret and 
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difgraceful corrcfpondcnce with the aflaflin of -chap. 
his father, and the enemy of his country. Under ^^^" 
the fpccious pretence of confulting with the em- 
peror on the fubject of their common intcreft. 
Para was perfuaded to defcend from the rooun- 
taihs of Armenia , where his party was in arms , 
and to truft his independence and fafety to the 
difcretion of a perfidious court. The king of 
Armenia, for fuch he appeared in his own eyes 
and in thofe of his nation , was received with 
due honours by the governors of the provinces 
through which he paffed; but when he arrived 
at Tarfus in Cilicia, his progrefs was flopped 
under various pretences ; his motions were watch- 
ed with refpectful vigilance ; and he gradually 
difcovered , that he was a prifoner in the hands 
of the Romans. Para fupprefTcd his indignation , 
diffembled his fears, and, after fecretly preparing 
his efcape , mounted on horfeback with three 
hundred of his faithful followers. The officer 
ftatiqned at the door of his appartment imme- 
diately communicated his flight to the confular 
of Cilicia , who overtook him in the fuburbs , 
and endeavoured , without fuccefs , to diffuade 
him .from profecuting his rash and dangerous 
defign, A legion was ordered to purfue the royal 
fugitive ; but the purfuit of infantry could not 
be very alarming to a body of light cavalry ; and 
upon the firft cloud of arrows that was discharged 
into the air , they retreated with precipitation to 
the gates of Tarfus. After an inceffant march of 
two days and two nights, Para and his Armenians 



Digitized 



by Google 



256 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, reached the banks of the Euphrates ; but the 
^^^' paflage of the river , which they were obhged to 
fwim, was attended with fome delay and fome 
lofs. The country was alarmed ; and the two 
roads , which were only feparated by an interval 
of three miles, had been occupied by a thoufand 
archers on horfeback , under the command of a 
count and a^ tribune. Fara mufl have yielded to 
fuperior force , if the accidental arrival of a friendly 
traveller had not revealed the danger, and the 
means of efcape. A dark and almoft impervious 
path fecurely conveyed the Armenian troop 
through the thicket ; and Para had left behind 
him the count and the tribune , while they pa- 
tiently expected his approach along the public 
highways. They returned to the Imperial court 
to excufe their want of diligence or fuccefs : and 
feriously alleged , that the king of Armenia , who 
was a skilful magician , had transformed himfelf 
and his followers, and pafTed before their eyes 
under a borrowed shape. After his return to his 
native kingdom , Para ftill continued to profefs 
himfelf the friend and ally of the Romans ; but 
the Romans had injured him too deeply ever to 
forgive, and the fecret fentence of his death was 
figned in the council of Valcns. The execution 
of the bloody deed was committed to the fubtle 
prudence of Count Trajan ; and he had the merit 
of infinuating himfelf into the confidence of the 
credulous prince, that he might find an oppor- 
tunity of ftabbing him to the heart. Para was 
invited to a Roman banquet, which had been 

prepared 
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prepared with all the pomp and fenfuatity of the ctiaPi 

Eaft: the hall refounded with cheerful mufic, and 

the company was already heated with wine ; when 

the count retired for an inftant, drew his fword, 

and gave the fignal of the murder. A robuft and 

defperate Barbarian inftantly rushed on the king 

of Armenia ; and though he bravely defended 

his life with the firft weapon that chance offered 

to his hand, the table of the Imperial general A. 1). j7'4> 

was ftained with the royal bldod of a guell , and 

an ally. Such were the weak and wicked maxims 

of the Roman adraihiftration , that , to attain a 

doubtful object of political intereft , the laws of 

nations , and the facred rights of hofpitality ^ 

were inhumanly violated in the face of the 

world ''\ 

V. During a peaceful interval of thirty years , 
the Romans fecured their frontiers , and the Goths 
extended their dominions. The victories of the 
great Hermanric '** , king of the Oftrogoths , and 
the moft noble of the race of the Amali , have 
been compared , by the enthufiafm of his coun-^ 
trymen , to the exploits of Alexander: with thi^ 
fingular , and almoft incredible , difference , that 
the martial fpirit of the Gothic hero, infiead of 
being fupported by the vigour of youth , Was 
difplayed with glory and fuccefs in the extreme 
period of human life ; between the age of fourfcore 
and one hundred and ten years. The independent 
tribes were perfuaded , or compelled , to acknoW-* 
ledge the king of the Oftrogoths as the fdvereigti 
of the Gothic nation: the chiefs of the Vifigothsi 
Vol. IV. R 
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CHAP., or Thervingi , renounced the royal title , and 
^^^- affumed the tnovi humble appellation of Judges : 
and, among thofe judges, Athanaric , Fritigern^ 
and Alavivus, were the moft illuftrious, by their 
perfonal merit , as vrell as by their vicinity to the 
Roman provinces. Thefe domeftic conquefts , 
which increafed the military power of Hermanric, 
enlarged his ambitious defigns. He invaded the 
adjacent countries of the North ; and twelve 
coniiderable nations , whofe names and limits 
cannot be accurately defined , fucceffively yielded 
to the fuperiority of the Gothic arms '*'. The 
Heruli, who inhabited the marshy lands near the 
lake Maeotis, were renowned for their ftrength 
and agility ; and the afliftance of their light in^ 
fantry was eagerly folicited , and highly eftcemed , 
in all the wars of the Barbarians. But the active 
fpirit of the Heruli was fubdued by the slow and 
fteady perfeverance of the Goths ; and , after a 
bloody action , in which the king was slain , the 
remains of that warlike tribe became an ufeful 
acceffion to the camp of Hermanric. He then 
marched againft the Venedi ; unskilled in the ufe 
of arms , and formidable only by their numbers , 
which filled the wide extent of the plains of 
modern Poland. The victorious Goths , who were 
not inferior in numbers, prevailed in the conteft, 
by the decifive advantages of exercife and difcipline. 
After the fubmiffion of the Venedi , the conqueror 
advanced, without refiftance, as far as the confines 
of the ^ftii '** ; an ancient people, whofe name 
is ftill preferved in the province of Efthonia. 
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Thofe diftant inhabitants of the Baltic coaft were chap. 

fupported by the labours of agriculture, enriched ^^^* 

by the trade of aoaber , 'and confccrated by the 

-peculiar worship of the Mother of the Gods. But 

the fcarcity of iron obliged the jEftian warriours 

to content themfelves with wooden clubs ; and 

the reduction of that wealthy country is afcribcd 

to the prudence , rather than to the arms , of 

Hermanric. His dominions , which extended from 

the Danube to the Baltic , included the native 

feats-, and the recent acquifitions , of the Goths; 

and he reigned over the greateft part of Germany 

and Scythia with the authority of a conqueror, 

and fomctimes with the cruelty of a tyrant. But 

he reigned over a part of the globe incapable of 

perpetuating and adorning the glory of its heroes. 

The name of Hermanric is almoft buried in 

oblivion; his exploits are imperfectly known; and 

the Romans themfelves appeared unconfcious of 

the progrefs of an afpiring power, which threatened 

the liberty of tiie North , and the peace of the 

empire **'. 

The Goths had contracted an hereditary at* 'fhccatirej 
tachment for the Imperial houfe of Conftantine , thic waf / 
of whofe power and liberality they had received a*d*36<^* 
fo many fignal proofs. They refpected the public 
peace : and if an boftile band fometimes prefumed 
to pafs the Roman limit , their irregular conduct 
was candidly afcribed to the ungovernable 
fpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their contempt 
for two new and obfcure princes , who had 
been raifed to the throne by a popular election , 
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• HAP. infpircd the Goths with bolder hopes; and, while 
^^^' they agitated fome defign^of marching their con- 
federate force under the national ftandard '** , 
they were eafily tempted to embrace the party qf 
Procopius; and to foment, by their dangerous 
aid , the civil difcord of the Romans. The public 
treaty might ftipulate no more than ten fhoufand 
auxiliaries : but the defign was fo zealously 
adopted by the chiefs of the Vifigoths, that the 
arniy which pafTed the Danube amounted to the 
number of thirty thoufand men '*^ They marched 
with the proud confidence, that their invincible 
valour would decide the fate of the Roman 
empire; and the provinces of Thrace groaned 
under the weight of the Barbarians, who difplayed 
the infolence of mafters , and the licentioufnefs 
of enemies. But the intemperance which gratified 
their appetites, retarded their progrefs; and before 
the Goths could receive any certain inteUigence 
of the defeat and death of Procopius , they per- 
ceived , by the hoftile ftate of the country , that 
the civil and military powers were refumed by 
his fuccefsful rival. A chain of pofts and fortifica- 
tions, skilfully difpofed by Valens, or the general^ 
of Valens, refifted their march, prevented their 
retreat , and intercepted their fubfiftence. The 
fiercenefs of the Barbarians was tamed and fuf- 
pended by hunger : they indignantly threw down 
their arms at the feet of the conqueror , who 
offered them food, and chains : the numerous 
captives were diftributed in all the cities of 
the Eaft; and the provincials, virho were foon 
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familiarized with their lavage appearance, vcntur- chap^ 
ed, by degrees, to meafure their own ftrength 
with thefe formidable adverfarics, whofe name 
had fo long been the object of their terror. The 
king of Scythia (and Hermanric alone could dcferve 
fo lofty a title) was grieved and exafperated by 
this national calamity. His ambafladors loudly 
complained, at the court of Valeqs, of the infrac- 
tion of the ancient and folemn alliance, which 
had fo long fubfifted between the Romans and 
the Goths. They alleged ^ that they had fulfilled 
the duty of allies , by afCfting the kinfman and 
fucceffor of the emperor Julian ; they required the 
immediate reftitution of the noble captives; and 
they urged a very Angular claim , that the Gothic 
generals, m^trching in arms, and in hoftile array, 
were entitled to the facred character and privileges 
of ambafladors. The decent, but peremptory, 
refufal of thefe extravagant demands, was fignified 
to the Barbarians by Victor , mafter-general of the 
cavalry ; who expreffed , with force and dignity, 
the juft complaints of the Emperor of the Eaft ^^\ 
The negociation was interrupted; and the manly 
exhortations of Valentinian encouraged his timid 
brother to vindicate the infulted majefty of the 
empire '*'. 

The fplendour and magnitucfc of this Gothic Hoftiiitfes, 
war are celebrated by a contemporary hiftorian'*' : a^d.^ss"' 
but the events fcarcely deferve the attention of 358, 369. 
pofterity, except as the preliminary fteps of the 
approaching decline and fall of the empire. Inftead 
of leading the nations of Germany and Scythia tq 
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CHAP, the banks of the Danube , or even to the gates 
*^^* of Conftantinoplc, the aged monar9h of the Goths 
refigned to the brave Athanaric the danger and 
glory of a defenfive war, againft an enemy, who 
wielded with a feeble hand the powers of a 
mighy flate.' A bridge of boats was eftablished 
upon the Danube; the prefence of Valens ani* 
mated his troops.; and his ignorance of the art of 
war was compenfated by perfonal bravery , and 
a wife deference to the advice of Victor and 
Arinth(*us , his maflers-general of the cavalry and 
infantry. The operations of the campaign were 
conducted by their ikill and experience; but they 
found it impoflible to drive the Vifigoths from 
thtir ftrong ports in the mountains : and the 
devaftation of the plains obliged the Romans 
themfelves to repafs the Danube on the approach 
of winter. The incefTant rains , which fwelled the 
waters of the river , produced a tacit fufpenfion 
of arms, and confined the emperor Valens, during 
the whole courfe of the enfuing fummer , to his 
camp of Marcianapolis. The third year of the 
war was more favourable to the Romans, and 
more pernicious to the Goths. The interruption 
of trade deprived the Barbarians of the objects 
of luxury, which they already confounded with 
the neceflaries of life; and the defolation of -a 
very extenfive tract of country threatened them 
with the horrors of famine. Athanaric was pro- 
voked , or compelled, to risk a battle, which 
he loft, in the plains ; and the purfuit was ren- 
dered more bloody by the cruel precaution of the 
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victorious generals,- who had promifed a large chap. 
reward for the head of every Goth, that was xxv. ' 
brought into the Imperial camp. The fubmillion 
of the Barbarians appeafed the refcntmcnt of Valens 
and his council; the emperor liftened with fatisfac- 
tion to the flattering and eloquent remonftrance 
of the fenate of Conftantinople , which affumed, 
for the firft time , a share in the public delibera- 
tions ; and the fame generals , Victor and Arin- 
theus , who had fuccefsfuUy directed the conduct 
of the war , were empowered to regulate the 
coiuditions of peace. The freedom of trade, which 
the Goths had hitherto enjoyed , was reftricted to 
two cities on the Danube; the rashnefs of their 
leaders wis feverely punished by the fupprcffion 
of their penfions and fubfidies ; and the exception 
which was ftipulated in favour of Athanaric 
alone, was more advantageous than honourable 
to the Judge of the Vifigoths. Athanaric, who, 
on this^occafion, appears to have confulted his 
private intcreft, without expecting the orders of 
his fovereign, fupported his own dignity, and that 
of his tribe , in the perfonal interview which was 
prop6fed by the miniflers of Valens. He perfifted 
in his declaration, that it was impoflible for him, 
without incurring the guilt of perjury, ever to 
fet his foot on the territory of the empire ; and it 
is more than probable, that his regard for the 
fanctity of an oath was confirmed by the recent 
and fatal examples of Roman treachery. The 
Danube, which feparated the dominions of the 
two independent nations, was chofen for the fcene 
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fir A p. of the conference. The Ennperor of the Eaft, and 
XXV. - ^j^g Judge of the Vjfigoth^ , accompanied by ao 
equal number of afmed followers, advanced in their 
refpectivc barges to the middle of the ftream. After 
the ratification of the treaty, and the delivery of 
hoftages , Valens returned in triumph to Conftan- 
tinople ; and the Goths remained in a ftate of 
tranquillity about fix years ; till they were violently 
impelled againft the Roman empire , by an innu^ 
merable hoft of Scythians, who appeared to iffuc 
from the frozen regions of the North '**. 
waiofthe The Emperor of the Weft, who had refigned 
QiiaJi and ^o his brother the command of the Lower Danube, 
ms , referved for his immediate care the defence of the 

A p, 374» Rhaetian and Illyrian provinces ^ which fprcad fo 
many hundred miles along the greateft of the 
European rivers. The active policy of Valentinian 
was continually employed jn adding new fortifi- 
cations to the fecurity of the frontier: but the 
abufe of this policy provoked the juft refcntment 
of the Barbarians. The Quadi complained , that 
the ground for an intended fortrefs had been 
marked out on their territories; and their com- 
plaints were urged with fo much reafon and 
moderation , that Equitius , mafter- general of 
Illyricum , confented to fufpend the profecution 
of the work , till he should be more clearly 
informed of the will of his fovereign. This fair 
occafion of injuring a rival, and of advancing the 
fortune of his fon , was eagerly embraced by the 
inhuman Maximin, the pr?efect, or rather tyrant, 
of Gaul. The paffions of Valentinian were impatient 
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of controul; and he credulously llftcned to the chap. 
affurances of his favourite, that if the government ^^^* 
of Valeria , and the direction of the work , were 
entrufted to the zeal of his fon Marcellinus , the 
emperor fhould no longer be importuned with 
the audacious remonftrances of the Barbarians. 
The fubjects of Rome , and the natives of Ger- 
many, were infuited by the arrogance of* a young 
and worihlefs minifter, who confidered his rapid 
elevation as, the proof and reward of his fuperior 
merit. He aflFected, however, to receive the modeft 
application of Gabinius, king of the Quadi, with 
fome attention and regard : but this artful civility 
concealed a dark and bloody defign , and the 
credulous prince was perfuaded to accept the 
preffing invitation of Marcellinus. I am at a lofs 
how to vary the narrative of fimilar crimes; or 
how to relate , that , in the courfe of the fame 
year, but in remote parts of the empire, the 
inhofpitable table of two Imperial generals was 
ftained with the royal blood of two guefts and 
allies, inhumanly murdered by their order, and in 
their prefehce. The fate of Gabiiiius, and of Para, 
was the fame : but the cruel death of their fover- 
eign was refented in a very different manner by 
the fervile temper of the Armenians, and the free 
and daring fpirit of the Germans. The Quadi were 
much declined from that formidable power, which, 
in the time of Marcus Antoninus , had fpread 
terror to the gates of Rome. But they flill pofiTeffed 
arms and courage ; their courage was animated by 
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CHAP, dcfpair , and they obtained the ufual reinforcement 
XXV. of the tavahy of their Sarmatian allies. So im- 
provident was the aflaffin Marcellinus , that he 
chofe the moment \yhen the braveft veterans had 
been drawn away , to fupprefs the revolt of 
Firmus ; and the whole province was expofed, 
with a very feeble defence , to the rage of the 
exafperated Barbarians. They invaded Pannonja 
in the feafon of harveft; unmercifully deftroyed 
every object of plunder which thipy could not 
cafily tranfport; and either difregarded, or demo- 
lished , the empty fortifications. The princefs 
Conftantia, the daughter of the emperor Conftan- 
tius, and the grand - daughter of the great Con- 
ftan tine , very narrowly efcaped. That royal maid , 
who had innocently fupported the revolt of Fro- 
copius , was now the deftined wife of the heir 
of the Weftern empire. She traverfed the peaceful 
province wUh a fplendid and unarmed train. Her 
perfon was faved from danger , and the republic 
from difgrace, by the active zeal of Meflala, 
governor of the provinces. As foon as he was 
informed that the village, where she flopped only 
to dine , was almoft encompaflfed by the Barbarians, 
he haftily placed her in his own chariot , and 
drove full fpeed till he reached the gates of 
Sirjnium , which were at the diftance of fix and 
twenty miles. Even Sirmium might not have been 
fecure , if the Quadi and Sarmatians had diligently 
advanced during the general confternation of the 
magiftrates and people. Their delay allowed Probus, 
the Praetorian praefect, fufficient time to recover 
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his own fpirits, and to revive the courage of the chap. 
citizens. He skilfully directed their ftrenuous efforts ^^^* 
to repair and ftrengthen the decayed fortifications; 
and procured the feafonable and effectual aflfiftance 
of a company of archers , to protect the capital 
of the Illyrian provinces. Difappointed in their 
attempts againft the walls of Sirmium , thejn- 
dignant Barbarians turned their arms againft the 
mafter - general of the frontier, to whom they 
unjuftly attributed the murder of their king. 
Equitius could bring into the field no more than 
two legions ; but they contained the veteran 
ftrength of the Maefian and Pannonian bands. 
The obftinacy with which they difputed the vain 
honours of rank and precedency , was the caufe 
of their deftruction; and, while they acted with 
feparate forces and divided councils , they were 
furprifed and slaughtered by the active vigour of 
the Sarmatian horfe. The fuccefs of this invafion 
provoked the emulation of the bordering tribes ; 
and the province of Maefia would infallibly have 
been loft , if young Theodofius , the duke , or 
military commander , of the frontier , had not 
fignalifed , in the defeat of the public enemy , an 
intrepid genius , worthy of his illuftrious father, 
and of his future greatnefs "'°. 

The mind of Valcntinian , who then refided at "^.^^ ^^^^' 
Treves, was deeply affected by the calamities of 
Illyricum ; but the latencfs of the feafon fuf- 
pended the execution of his defigns till the en- 
fuing fpring. He marched in perfon , with a A.D.37?. 
confidcrable part of the forces of Gaul , from the 
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CHAP, banks of the Mofelle: and to the fuppliant am- 
^^v* baffadors of the S^rmatians , who met him on the 
way, he returned a doubtful anfwer, that, as foon 
as he reached the fcene of action , he should 
examine , and pronounce. When he arrived at 
Sirmium, he gave audience to the deputies of the 
Illyrian provinces ; who loudly congratulated 
their own felicity under the aufpicious govern- 
ment of Probus , his Praetorian praefect *'*. Va- 
lentinian , who was flattered by thefe demonftra- 
tions of their loyalty and gratitude , imprudently 
asked the deputy of Epirus , a Cynic philofopher 
of intrepid fmcerity '^*, whether he was freely 
fcnt by the wishes of the province ? " With 
„ tears and groans am I fent (replied Iphicles) 
,, by a reluctant people. " The emperor paufed: 
but the impunity of his minifters eftablished the 
pernicious maxim, that they might opprefs his 
fubjects , without injuring his fervice. A ftrict 
inquiry into their conduct would have relieved 
the public difcontent. The fevere condemnation 
of the murder of Gabinius , was the only mea- 
fure which could reftore the confidence of the 
Germans, and vindicate the honour of the Roman 
name. But the haughty monarch was incapable 
of the magnanimity which dares to acknowledge 
a fault. He forgot the provocation , re^nembered 
only the injury , and advanced into the country 
of the Quadi with an infatiate thirft of blood and 
. revenge. The extreme devaftation , and promif- 

cuous maffacre , of a favage war, were juftified, 
in the eyes of the emperor, and perhaps in thofe 
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of the world, by the cruel equity of retaliation '": chap. 
and fuch was the difcipline of the Romans, and ^^v- 
the confternation of the enemy , that Valentinian 
rcpaffcd the Danube withopt the lofs of a fingle 
man. As he had refolved to complete the deftruction 

. of the Quadi by a fecond campaign , he fixed his 
winter-quarters at Bregetio , on the Danube , near 
the Hungarian city of Presburgh. While the 
operations of war were fufpended by the feverity 
of the weather, the Quadi made an humble attempt 
to deprecate the wrath of their conqueror; and, 
at the earned perfuafion of Equitius , their am- 
baffadors were introduced into the Imperial council. 
They approached the throne with bended bodies, 
and dejected countenances ; and , without daring 
to complain of the murder of their king , they 
affirmed, with folemn oaths, that the late invafion 
was the crime of fome irregular robbers , which 
the public council of the nation condemned and 
abhorred. The anfwer of the emperor left them 
but little to hope from his clemency or compaflion. 
He reviled , in the raoft intemperate -language , 
their bafenefs , their ingratitude, their infblence. — 
His eyes , his voice , his colour , his geftures , 
expreffed the violence of his ungoverned fury ; 
and , while his whole frame ,was agitated witlj 

. convulfive paflion, a large blood- veffel fuddenly 
burft in his body; and Valentinian fell fpeechlefs 
into the arms of his attendants. Their pious care 
immediately concealed his fituation from the 
crowd: but, in a few minutes , the emperor of 
the Weft expired in ?a agony of pain , retaining 
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CHAP, his fenfes till the laft ; and ftruggling , without 
fuccefs, to declare his intentions to the generals 
and minifters , who furrounded the royal couch. 
Valentinian was about fifty-four years of age; and 
he wanted only one hundred days to accomplish 
the twelve years* of his reign '**. 
The polygamy of Valentinian is feriously at- 
Gratian, tcftcd by an ecclefiaftical hiftorian "^ ** The 
andvaien. ^^ emprefs Severa (1 relate the fable) admitted 
„ into her familiar fociety the lovely Juftina, 
„ the daughter of an Italian governor : her ad- 
„ miration of thofe naked charms , which she 
„ had often feen in the bath , was expreffed with 
3, fuch lavish and imprudent praife , that the 
„ emperor was tempted to introduce a fecond 
„ wife into his bed ; and his public edict ex- 
,( tended to all the fubjects of the empire , the 
,, fame domeftic privilege, which he had aflumed 
„ for himfclf. " But we may be afTured, from 
the evidence of rcafon , as well as hiftory , that the 
two. marriages of Valentinian, with Severa, and 
.with Juftlna , were fucccjfwcly contracted ; and that 
he ufed the ancient permiffion of divorce, which 
was ftill allowed by the laws , though it was 
condemned by the church. Severa was the mother 
of Gratian , who feemed to unite every claim 
which could entitle him to the undoubted fucceffion 
of the Weftern empire. He was the eldeft fon of 
a monarch , whofe glorious reign had confirmed 
the free and honourable choice of his fellow- foldiers. 
Before he had attained the ninth year of his age, 
the royal youth received from the hands of his 
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indulgent father the purple robe and diadem , with chap. 
the title of Auguftus : the election was folemnly ^-"^v- 
ratified by the confent and applaufe of the armies 
of Gaul '^'; and the name of Gratian \va$ added 
to the names of Valentinian and Valens , in all 
the legal tranfactions of the Roman government. 
By his marriage with the grand-daughter of Con- 
ftantine , the fon of Valentinian acquired all the 
hereditary rights of the Flavian family; -vVhich, 
in a feries of three Imperial generations , were 
fanctified by time , religion , and the reverence of 
the people. At the death of his father , the royal 
youtii was in the feventeenth year of his age; 
and Jiis virtues already juftified the favourable 
opinion of the army and people. But Gratian 
refided , without apprehenfion, in the palace of 
Treves ; whilft, at the diftance of many hundred 
miles, Valentinian fuddenly expired in the camp 
of Bregetio. The paflions , which had been fo long 
fuppreffed by the prefence of a matter, immediately 
revived in the Imperial council ; and the ambitious 
defign of reigning in the name of an infant, was 
artfully executed by Mellobaudes and Equitius, 
who commanded the attachment pf the Illyrian 
and Italian bands. They contrived the moft ho- 
nourable pretences to remove the popular leaders, 
and the troops of Gaul , who might have afferted 
the claims of the lawful fucceffor : they fuggefted 
the neceflity of extinguishing the hopes of foreign 
^nd domeflic enemies, by a bold and decifive 
meafure. The emprefs Juftina , who had been left 
in a palace about one hundred miles from Bregetio, 
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CHAP, was refpectfully invited to appear in the camp, 
XXV. ^j^j^ jjjg Cqjj q£ ^{^g deceafed emperor. On the 
fixth day after the death of Valentinian , the infant 
prince of the fame name , who was only four years 
old, was shewn, in the arms of his mother, to 
the legions; and folemnly invefted , by military 
acclamation , with the titles and enfigns of fupreme 
power. The impending dangers of a civil war were 
feafonably prevented by the wife and moderate 
conduct of the emperor Gratian. He cheerfully 
accepted the choice of the army ; declared , that 
he should always confider the fon of Juftina as a 
brother , not as a rival ; and advifed the emprefs , 
with her fon Valentinian , to fix their refidence 
at Milan , in the .fair and peaceful province of 
Italy; while he aflumed the more arduous command 
of the countries beyond the Alps. Gratian diffem- 
bled his refentment till he could fafely punish, 
or difgrace , the authors of the confpiracy ; and 
though he uniformly behaved with tendernefs and 
regard to his infant colleague , he gradually con- 
founded , in the adminiftration of the Weftern 
empire , the office of a guardian with the authority 
of a fovereign. The government of the Roman 
world wasexercifed in the united names of Valens 
and his two nephews ; but the feeble Emperor of 
the Eaft , who fucce'eded to the rank of his elder 
brother, never obtained any weight or influence 
in the councils of the Weft '*^ 
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CHAP. XXV L 



Manners of the Pajioral Nations. — Progrefs of tht 
Huns , from China to Europe. — Flight of the Goths. 
' — They pafs the Danube, — Gothic War. — Defeat 
and Death of Valens, — Gratian inveJIs Theodofus 
with the ' Eaftern Empire. — His Character and 
Succefs. — Peace and Settlement of the Goths. 



L N the fecond year of the reign of Valetitinian ^^ ^ ^^* 
and Valens , on the morning of the twenty- £3^^^- 
firft day of July, the greateft part of the Roman quakes, 
world was shaken by a violent and deftructive juiy',^iftV 
earthquake. The impreffion was communicated 
to the waters; the shores of the Mediterranean 
were' left dry^ by the fudden retreat of the fea; 
great quantities of fish were caught with the hand ; 
large veffels were ftranded on the mud ; and a 
curious fpectator * amufed his eye, or rather his 
fancy , by contemplating the various appearance 
of vallies and mountains, which had never, fince 
the formation of the globe , been expof<?tl to the 
fun. But the tide foon returned ^ with the Weight 
of an immenfe and irrefiftible deluge, which was 
feverely felt on the coafts of Sicily, of Dalraatia, 
of Greece, and of Fgypt: large boats were tranf- 
ported , and lodged on the roofs of houfes , ot 
Vol. IV. S 
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CHAP, at the diftance of two milies> from the shore ; the 
xxvi. people, with their habitations, were fwept away 
by the waters; and the city of Alexandria an- 
nually commemorated the fatal day , on which 
fifty thoufand perfons had loft their lives in the 
inundation. This calamity , the report of which 
was magnified from one province to another, 
^ftonished and terrified the fubjects of Rome , 
and their affrighted imagination enlarged the 
real extent of a momentary evil. They recol- 
lected the preceding earthquakes, which had fub- 
verted the cities of Paleftine andBithynia: they 
confidered thefe alarming ftrokes as the prelude 
only of ftill more dreadful calamities , and their 
fearful vanity was difpofed to confound the fymp- 
toms of a declining empire, and a finking world *. 
It was the fashion of the times , to attribute 
every remarkable event %o the particular will of 
the Deity; the alterations of nature were con- 
nected, by an invifible chain, with the moral and 
mctaphyfical opinions of the human mind ; and 
the moft fagacious divines could diftinguish , 
according to the colour of their refpective pre- 
judices, that the eftablishment of herefy tended to 
produce an earthquake; or that a deluge was the 
inevitable confequence of the progrefs of fin and 
error. Without prefuming to difcufs the truth 
or propriety of thefe lofty fpeculations , the hif- 
torian may content himfelf with an obfcrvation, 
which feems to be juftified by experience , that 
man has much more to fear /from the paffions of 
his fellow - creatures , than from the convulfions 
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of the elements '. The mifchicvous effects of chai'. 
an earthquake, or deluge, a hurricane, or the '^^^^ 
eruption of a volcano, bear a very inconfiderable 
proportion to the ordinary calamities of war; 
as they are now moderated by the prudence or 
humanity of the princes of Europe , who amufe 
their own leifure, and exercife the courage of 
their fubjects, in the practice of the military art. 
But the laws and manners of modern nations 
protect the fafety and freedom of the vanquished 
foldier; and the peaceful citizen has feldom rea- 
fon to complain, that his life, or even his fortune, 
is expofed to the rage of war. In the difaftrous 
period of the fall of the Roman empire , which 
may juftly be dated from the reign of \^alens, the 
happinefs and fecurity of each individual were 
perfonally attacked ; and the arts and labour.^ of 
ages were rudely defaced by the Barbarians of 
Scythla and -Germany. The invafion of the Huns Thetturis 
precipitated on the provinces of the Weft the a!d. 37^!* 
Gothic nation, which advanced, in lefs than 
forty years, from the Danube to the Atlantic, and 
opened a way, by the fliccefs of their arms, to the 
inroads of fo many hoftile tribes, more favage than 
themfelves. The original principle of motion was 
concealed in the remote countries of the North ; 
and the curious obfervation of the paftoral life of 
the Scythians *, or Tartars ', will iUuftrate the 
latent caufe of thefe deftructive emigrations. 

The different characters that mark the civilifed ^v^ ^^^^^ 

r 1 11 *• •! I i r '^^ man- 

nations of the globe, may be afcribed to the ufe, nersoftiitf 

and the abufe, of reafon : which fo variously Scythians, 

c otTattafiJ. 
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CHAP, shapes, and fo artificialJy compofcs, the manners 
^"^^^- and opinions of an European , or a Chinefe. 
But the operation of inftinct is more fure and 
fimple than that of reafon: it is much eafier to 
afcertain the appetites of a quadruped , than the 
fpeculations of a philofopher ; and the favage 
tribes of mankind , as they approach nearer to 
the condition of animals, preferve a flrongcr 
refemblance to themfelves and to each other. 
The uniform (lability of their manners , is the 
natural confequence of the imperfection of their 
faculties. Reduced to a fimilar fituation , their 
wants, their defires, their enjoyments, ftill con- 
tinue the fame : and the influence of food or 
climate , Avhich , in a more improved flate of 
fociety, is fufpended, or fubdued, by fo many 
moral caufes, moft powerfully contributes to form, 
and to maintain , the national character of Bar- 
barians. In every age , the immenfe plains of 
Scythia, or Tartary, have been in*habited by 
vagrant tribes of hunters and shepherds , whofe 
indolence refufes to cultivate the earth , and 
"whofe reftlefs fpirit difdains the confinement of a 
fedentary life. In every age, the Scythians, and 
Tartars, have been renowned for their invincible 
courage, and rapid conquefts. The thrones of 
Afia have been repeatedly overturned by the 
shepherds of the North; and their arms have 
fpread terror and devaftation over the moft fer- 
tile and warlike countries of Europe '. On this 
occafion , as well as on many others , the fober 
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hiftorian is forcibly awakened from a plcafmg chap. 
vifion ; and is compelled , with fome reluctance , 
to confefs, that the paftoral manners, which have 
been adorned with the faireft attributes of peace 
and innocence, are much better adapted to the 
fierce and cruel habits of a military life. To 
illuftrate this obfervation , I shall now proceed to 
confider a nation of shepherds and of warriors, 
in the three important articles of, I." Their diet ; 
IL Their habitation; and, III. Their exercifes. 
The narratives of antiquity are juftified by the 
experience of modern times ^ , and the banks of 
the Bojyfthenes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga, . 
will indifferently^ prefent the fame uniform fpec- 
tacle of fimilar and native manners '. 

I. The corn , or even the rice , which confti- Diet, 
tutes the ordinary and wholefome food of a civil- 
ifed people , can be obtained only by the patient 
toil of the husbandman. Some of the happy 
favages, who dwell between the tropics, are 
plentifully nourished by the liberality of nature; 
but in the climates of the North, a nation of 
shepherds is reduced to their flocks and herds. 
The skilful practitioners of the medical art will 
determine ( if they are able to determine ) how far 
the temper of the human mind may be affected 
by the ufe of animal , or of vegetable, food; and 
whether the common affociation of carnivorous 
and cruel, deferves to be confidered in any other 
light than that of an innocent, perhaps a falutary, 
prejudice of humanity *. Yet if it be true, that 
the fentiment of compaffion is imperceptibly 

S 3 
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CHAP, weakened by the fight and practice of domeftic 
XXVI. cruelty, we may obferve, that the horrid objects 
which are difguifed by the arts of European 
refinement, are exhibited in their naked and 
moft difgufting fimplicity , in the tent of a 
Tartarian shepherd. The ox , or the sheep , are 
slaughtered by the fame hand from which they- 
were accuftomed to receive their daily food; and 
the bleeding limbs are ferved, with very little 
preparation , on the table of their unfeeling mur- 
derer. In the military profeffion , and efpecially 
in the conduct of a numerous army, the excBufive 
^ ufe of animal food appears to be productive of 
the moft folid advantages. Corn is a bulky and 
perishable commodity; and the large magazines, 
which are indifpenfably neceffary for the fubfift- 
ence of our troops, muft be slowly tranfported by 
the labour of men , or horfes. But the flocks 
and herds , which accompany, the march of the 
Tartars , afford a fure and encreafmg fupply of 
flesh and milk: in the far greater part of the 
uncultivated wafte, the vegetation of the grafs is 
quick and luxuriant; and there are few 'places 
fo extremely barred , that the hardy cattle of the 
North cannot find fome tolerable pafture. The 
fupply is multiplied and prolonged , by the un- 
diftinguishing appetite, and patient abftinence, 
of the Tartars. They indifferently feed on the 
flesh of thofe animals that have been killed for 
the table, or have died of difeafe. Horfe-flesh, 
which in every age and country has been pro- 
fcribed by the civilifed nations of Europe and 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE kOMAN EMPIRE. 279 

Afia, they devour with peculiar grcedinefs; and chap. 
this Angular tafte facilitates the fuccefs of their xxvl 
military operations. The active cavalry of Scythia 
is always followed, in their moft diftant and 
rapid incurfions , by an adequate number of fpare 
horfcs, who may be occafionally^ufed , either to 
redouble the fpecd , or to fatisfy the hunger , of 
the Barbarians. Many are the refources of courage • 
and poverty. When the forage round a camp of Tar- 
tars is almofl confumed , they slaughter thegrcateft 
part of their cattle, and preferve the flesh, either 
fitioked, or dried in the fun. On the fudden 
emergency of a hafty march , they provide thcm- 
felves with a fufficient quantity of little balls of 
cheefe , or rather of hard curd , which they 
occafionally diffolve in water; and this unfub- 
ftantial diet will fupport, for many days, the 
life, and even the fpirits, of the patient warriour. 
But this extraordinary abftinence, which the Stoic 
would approve, and the hermit might envy, is 
commonly fucceeded by the moft voracious indul- 
gence of appetite. The wines of a happier climate 
are the moft grateful prefent, or the moft valua- 
ble commodity , that can be offered to the Tartars ; 
and the only example of their induftry feems to 
confift in the art of extracting 'from mare's milk 
a fermented liquor, which poffeffes a very |lrong 
power of intoxication. Lik6 the animals of prey, 
the favages , both of the old and new world, 
experience the alternate viciflGtudes of famine and 
plenty; and their ftomach is inured to fuftain , 
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CHAP, without much inconvenience , the oppofite ex- 
XXVI, tremes of hunger and of intemperance. 
Habiu- II. In the Pges of ruftic and martial fimplicity, 

a people of fol hers and husbandmen are difperfed 
over the face of an extenfive and cultivated 
countiy; and fome time muft elapfe before the 
warlike youth of Greece or Italy could be afTem- 
. bled under the fame flandard, eirhtr to defend 
their own confines, or to invade the territories qf 
the adjacent tribes. The progrefs of manufactures 
and commerce infenfibly collects a large multitude 
within the walls of a city; but tht-fe citircns are 
no longer foldiers 5 and the arts which adorn and 
improve the ftate of civil fociety, corrupt the 
habits of the mijitary life. The paftoral manners, 
of the Scythians feem to unite the .different 
advantages of fimplicity and refinement. The 
individuals of the fame tribe are conflantly affem- 
bled, but they are affembled in a camp; and the 
native fpirit of thefe dauntlefs shepherds is 
animated by mutual fupport and emulation. The 
houfes of the Tartars are no more than fmall 
tents, of an oval form, which afford a cold and 
dirty habitation, for the prorlfifcuous youth of 
both fexes. The palaces of the rich confift of 
wooden huts, of fuch a fize that they may be 
conveniently fixed on large waggons, and drawn 
by a team perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen. 
The fJotks and herds, after grazing all day in the 
adjacent paftures, retire, on the approach of night, 
within the protection of the camp. The neceflity 
of preventing the moft mifchievous confufion , in 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAIC EMPIRE. 281 

fuch a perpetual cbncourfe^ of men and animals, chap. 
muft gradually introduce, in the diftribution, xxvi. 
the order, and the guard, of the encampment^ 
the rudiments of the military art. As foon as the 
forage . of a certain diftrict is confumed , the 
tribe, or rather army, of shepherds, makes a 
regular march to fome fresh paftures ; and thus 
acquires , in the ordinary occupations of the paf- 
toral life, the practical knowledge of one of the 
moft important and difficult operations of war. 
The choice of Rations is regulated by the differ- 
ence of the feafons: in the fummer, the Tartars 
advance towards the North, and pitch their tents 
on the banks of a river, or, at leaft , in the 
neighbourhood of a running flream. But in the 
winter they return to the South, and shelter their 
camp, behind fome convenient eminence, againft 
the winds , which are chilled in their paffage 
over the bleak and icy regions of Siberia. Thefe 
manners are admirably adapted to diffufe, among 
the wandering tribes, the fpirit of emigration 
and conqueft. The connection between the people 
and their territory is of fo frail a texture, that 
it may be broken by the slighteft accident. 
The camp , and not the foil , is the native 
country of the genuine Tartar. Within the 
precincts of that camp, his family, his compa- 
nions , his property ate always included ; and, 
in the moft diftant marches , he is ftill fur- 
rounded by the objects which are dear , or valua- 
ble , or familiar in his eyes. The thirft of rapine, 
the fear, or the refentment of injury , the ' 
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CHAP, impatience of fervitude, have, in every age, 
XXVI. \)Qcn fufficient caufes to urge the tribes of Scy- 
thia boldly to advance into fome unknown 
countries , where they might hope to find a more 
plentiful fubfiftence , or a lefs formidable enemy. 
The revolutions of the North have frequently 
determined the fate of the Souths and in the 
conflict of hoftile nations, the victor and the 
vanquished have alternately drove , and been 
driven , from the confines of China to thofe of 
Germany ''. Thefe great emigrations, which have 
been fometimes executed with almoft incredible 
diligence , were rendered more eafy by the pecu- 
liar nature of the climate. It is well known, 
that the cold of Tartary is much more fevere 
than in the midft of the temperate zone might 
reafonably be expected : this uncommon rigour 
is attributed to the height of the plains, which 
rife , efpecially towards the Eaft , more than half 
a mile above the level of the fea ; and to * the 
quantity of faltpetre , with which the foil is 
deeply impregnated ". In ihc winter-feafon , the 
broad and rapid rivers, that difcharge their waters 
into the Euxine, the Cafpian, or the Icy Sea, 
are ftrongly frozen; the fields ai;e covered with 
a bed of fnow; and the fugitive, or' victorious, 
tribes may fecurely traverfe, with their families, 
their waggons, and their cattle, the fmooth and 
hard furface of an immenfe plain. 
Exercifcs. III. The paftoral life , compared with the la- 
bours of agriculture and manufactures, is undoubt- 
edly a life of idlenefs ; and as the moft honourable 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 283 

shepherds of the Tartar race devolve on their cap- chap. 
tives the domeftic management of the cattle, their xxvi. 
own leifure is feldom difturbed by any fervile and 
afliduous cares; but this leifure, inftead of being 
devoted to the foft enjoyments of love and 
harmony , is ufcfully fpent in the violent and 
fanguinary exercife of the chace. The plains of 
Tartary are filled with a ftrong and ferviceable 
breed of horfes, which are eafily trained for the 
purpofes of war and hunting. The Scythians of 
every age have been celebrated as bold and. skilful 
riders : and conftant practice had feated them* fo 
firmly on horfeback , that they were fuppofed by 
ftrangers to perform the ordinary duties of civil 
life, to eat, to drink, and even to sleep, without 
difmounting from their fteeds. They excel in the 
dexterous management of the lance ; the long Tar- 
tar bow is drawn with a nervous arm ; and the 
weighty arrow is directed to its object with uner- 
ring aim , and irrefiftible force. Thefe arrows are 
often pointed againft the harmlefs animals of the 
defert, which increafe and multiply in the abfence 
of their mod formidable enemy; the hare, the goat, 
the roebuck , the fallow-deer, the ftag, the elk, 
and the antelope. The vigour and patience both of 
the men and horfes are continually exercifed by 
the fatigues of the chace ; and the plentiful fupply 
of game contributes to the fubfiftence, and even 
luxury, of a Tartar camp. But the exploits of the 
hunters of Scythia are not confined to the deftruc- 
tion of timid or innoxious beads ; they boldly 
encounter the angry wild-boar, when he turns 
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CHAP, againft his purfuers, excite the sluggish courage of 
XXVI. ^jjg bear ^ and provoke the fury of the tyger , as 
he slumbers in the thicket. Where there is danger 
there may be glory : and the mode of hunting, 
which opens the faireft field to the exertions of 
valour, may juftly be confidcred as the image, 
and as the fchool , of war. The general hunting- 
matches, the pride and delight of the Tartar prin- 
ces , compofe an inftructive exercife for their 
numerous cavalry. A circle is drawn, of many 
miles in circumference, to encompafs the game 
of an extenfive diftrict ; and the troops that form 
the circle regularly advance towards a common 
centre ; where the captive animals , furrounded on 
every fide , are abandoned to the darts of the 
hunters. In this march, which frequently continues 
many days , the cavalry are obliged to climb the 
hills , to fwim the rivers , and to wind through 
the vallies, without interrupting the prefcribed 
order of their gradual progrefs. They acquire the 
habit of directing their eye , and their fteps , to a 
remote object; of preferving their intervals; of 
fufpending, or accelerating, their pace, according 
to the motions of the troops on their right and 
left; and of watching and repeating the fignals 
of their leaders. Their leaders ftudy, in this 
practical fchool, the moft important leffon of the 
military art; the prompt and accurate judgment 
of ground , of diftance , and of time. To employ 
againft a human enemy the fame patience and 
valour, the fame skill and difcipline, is the only 
alteration which is required in real war ; and the 



Digitized 



by Google 



tnent. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 285 

amufements of the chace ferve as a prelude to chap. 
the conqueft of an empire ". xxvi. 

The political fociety of the ancient Germans Govcm- 
has the appearance of a voluntary alliance of in- 
dependent warriours. The tribes of Scythia, dif- 
tinguished by the modern appellation of Hords, 
affurae the form of a numerous and increafing 
family ; which , in the courfe of fucceflive gene- 
rations , has been propagated from the fame ori- 
ginal ftock. The meaneft , and moft ignorant, 
of the Tartars , preferve , with confcious pride , 
the ineftimable treafure of their genealogy; and 
whatever diftirictions of rank may have been in- 
troduced, by the unequal diftribution of paftoral 
wealth , they mutually * refpect themfelves , and 
each other, as the defcendants of the firft founder 
of the tribe. The cuftom , which ftill prevails, 
of adopting the braveft , ancj moft faithful , of the 
captives , may countenance the very probable 
fufpicion , that this cxtenfive confanguinity is, in 
a great meafurc , legal and fictitious. But the 
ufeful prejudice , which has obtained the fanction 
of time and opinion , produces the effects of 
truth ; the haughty Barbarians yield a cheerful 
and voluntary obedience to the head of their 
blood ; and their chief, or murfa , as the reprc- 
fentative of their great father, exercifes the au- 
thority of a judge, in peace, and of a leader, in, 
war. In the original ftate of the paftoral world , 
each of the murfas (if we may continue to ufe a 
modern appellation) acted as the independent 
chief of a large and feparate family ; and the 
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CHAP, limits of their peculiar territories were gradually 
fixed, by fuperior force, or mutual confent. But 
the conftant operation of various and permanent 
caufes contributed to unite the vagrant Hords 
into national communities , under the command 
of i fupreme head. The weak were defirous of 
fupport, and the ftrong were anabitious of domi- 
nion ; the power , which is the rcfult of union , 
opprefTed and collected the divided forces of the 
adjacent tribes ; and , as the vanquished were 
freely admitted to share the advantages of vic- 
tory, the moft valiant chiefs haftened to range 
themfelves , and their followers , under the for- 
midable ftandard of a confederate nation. The 
moft fuccefsful of the Tartar princes aflumed 
the military command , to which he was entitled 
by the fuperiority, either of merit, or of power. 
He was raifed to the throne by the acclamations 
of his equals ; and the title of Khan expreffes , in 
the language of the North of Afia, the full ex- 
tent of the regal dignity. The right of heredi- 
\ tary fucceffion was long confined to the blood 
of the founder of the monarchy; and at this mo- 
ment all the Khans , who reign from Crimea to 
the wall of China , are ihe lineal defcendants of 
the renowned Zingis ". But, as it is the indif- 
penfable duty of a Tartar Sovereign to lead his 
warhkc fubjects into the field , the claims of an 
infant are often difregarded ; and fomc royal 
kinfman , diftingiiished by his age and valour , 
is entriifted with the fword and fceptrc of his 
predeceffor. Two diftinct and regular taxes arc 
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levied on the tribes, to fupport the dignity of chap. 
their national monarch , and of their peculiar xxvi. 
chief; and each of thofe contributions amounts 
to the tythe , both of their property , and of their 
fpoil. A Tartar fovereign enjoys the tenth par£ 
of the wealth of his people ; and as his own 
domedic riches of flocks and herds increafe in a 
much larger proportion, he is able plentifully to 
maintain the ruftic fplendour of his court , to 
reward the moft deferving, or the mod favoured, 
of his followers, and to obtain, from the gentle 
influence of corruption , the obedience which 
might be fometimes refufed to the ftern mandates 
of authority. The manners of his fubjects, ac- 
cuftomed , like himfelf , to blood and rapine , 
might excufe , in their eyes, fuch partial acts of 
tyranny , as would excite the horror of a civilifcd 
people^; but the power of a defpot has never 
been acknowledged in the deferts of Scythia. 
The immediate jurifdiction of the Khan is con- 
lined within the limits of his own tribe ; and the 
exercife of his royal prerogative has been mode- 
rated by the ancient inftitution of a national 
council. The Coroultai '*, or Diet, of the Tar- 
tars, was regularly held in the fpring and autumn, 
in the midft of a plain ; where the princes of the 
reigning family , and the murfas of the refpective 
tribes, may conveniently afTemble on horfeback, 
with their martial and numerous trains; and the 
ambitious monarch, who" reviewed the ftrength, 
muft confult the inclination, of an armed peo- 
ple. The rudiments of a feudal government may 
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CHAP, be difcovered in the conftitution of the Scythian 
or Tartar nations; but the perpetual conflict of 
thofe hoftile nations has fometimes terminated in 
the eftablishment of a powerful and defpotic 
empire. The victor , enriched by the tribute , 
and fortified by the arms , of dependent kings , 
has fpread his conqfuefts over Europe or Afia : 
the fuccefsful shepherds of the North hnve fub- 
mitted to the confinement of arts , of laws , and 
pf cities ; and the introduction of luxury , after 
deftroying the freedom of the people , has under- 
rained the foundations of the throne *^ 
Situation Yhe memory of paft events cannot long be 

and extent -.*.., r i • 

ofscythia, prefcrved , in the frequent and remote emigra- 
orTartary. tJons of illiterate Barbarians. The modern Tar- 
tars are ignorant of the conquefts of their an- 
ceftors " ; and our knowledge of the hiftory of 
the Scythians is derived from their intercourfe 
wth the learned and civilifed nations of the South, 
the Greeks , the Perfians , and the Chinefe. The 
Greeks, who navigated the Euxine , and planted 
their colonies along the fea-coaft, made the gra- 
dual and imperfect difcovery of Scythia ; from 
the Danube, and the confines of Thrace , as far 
as the frozen IVIaeotis, the feat of eternal winter, 
and Mount Caucafus , which, in the language 
of poetry, was defcribed as the utmoft boundary 
of the earth. Thry celebrated, with fimple cre- 
dulity, the virtues of the paftoral life '^ : They 
entertained a* more rational apprehenfion of the 
fVrength and numbers of the warlike Barbarians ^', 
wrho contemptuously baffled the immenfe armament 
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of Danus , the fon of Hyftafpes ". The Perfiari chap. 
monarchs had extended their wrftern conquefts 
td the banks of the Danube , and the limits of 
European Scythia. The eaftern provincef? of their 
empire were expofed to the Scythians of Afia; 
the wild inhabitants of the plains beyond the 
Oxus and the Jaxartes, two mighty rivers, which 
direct their courfe towards the Cafpian fea. The 
long and memorable quarrel of Iran and Touran, 
is ftill the theme of hiftory or romance : thf famous, 
perhaps the fabulous , valour of the Perfian he- 
roes, Ruftan and A«fendiar, was fienallfed , in the 
defence of rhcir country againft the Afrafiabs of 
the North *'; and the invincible fpirit of the fame 
Barbarians refifted , on the fame ground , the vic- 
torious arms of Cyrus and Alexander *'. In the 
eyes of the Grreks and Perfians , the real geo- 
graphy of Scyrhia was bounded, on the Faft , by 
the mountains of Imaus, or Caf; and their diftant 
profpect of the extreme and inacceflGble parts of 
Afia was clouded by ignorance , or perplexed by 
fiction. But thofe inaccefTible regions are the 
ancient refidence of a powerful and civilifed na* 
tion ^*, which afcends, by a probable tradition ^ 
above forty centuries *' ; and wh!^h is able t6 
verify a .feries of near two thoufand years, hy the 
perpetual teftimony of accurate and contempo- 
rary hiftorians *\ Thr annals of China ** illuftrate 
the ftate and revolutions of the paftoral tribes, 
which may ftill be diftinguished by the vague 
appellation of Scythians , or Tartars ; the vaffab, 
the enemies , and fometimes, the conquerors > t£ 
Vol. IV. T 
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CHAP, a great empire ; whofc policy has uniformly 
XXVI. oppofcd the blind and impetuous valour of the 
Barbarians of* the North. From the mouth of the 
Danube to the fea of Japan , the whole longitude 
of Scythia is about one hundred and ten degrees, 
which , in that parallel, are equal to more than 
five thoufand miles. The latitude of thefe extenfive 
deferts cannot be fo eafily , or fo accurately , 
meafured ; but , from the fortieth degree , which 
touches the wall of China , we may fecurely 
advance above a thoufand miles to the northwlard, 
till our progrefs is flopped by the exceffive cold 
of Siberia. In that dreary climate , inftead of the 
animated picture of a Tartar camp , the fmoke 
which iffues from the earth , or rather from the 
fnow , betrays the fub terraneous dwellings of the 
Tongoufes , and the Samoiedes : the want of 
horfes and oxen is imperfectly fupplied by the ufe 
of rein-deer , and of large dogs ; and the conquerors 
of the earth infenfibiy degenerate into a race of 
deformed and diminutive favages , who tremble 
at the found of arms **. 
Original The Huns , who under the reign of Valens 

feat of the threatened the empire of Rome, had been for- 
midable , in a much earlier period , to the empire 
of China *^ Their ancient 4 perhaps their ori- 
ginal , feat , was an extenfive , though dry and 
barren , tract of country , immediately on the 
north fide of the great wall. Their place is at 
prefent occupied by the forty - nine Hords or 
Banners of the Mongous , a paftoral nation , which 
confifts of about two hundred thoufand families *'. 
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But the valour of the Huns had extended the cHap* 
narrow limits of their dominions ; and their ruf- ^x^* 
tic chiefs , who afTumed the appellation of Tanjou^ T^h^it coti* 
gradually became the conquerors , and the fove- ^"efts ia 
reigns , of a formidable empire. Towards the ^^^ *** 
Eaft, their victorious arms were flopped only 
by the ocean; and the tribes, wh»ch are thinly 
fcattered between the Amoor and the extreme 
peninfula of Corea , adhered, with reluctance, to 
the ftandard of the Huns. On the WefV, near 
the head of the Irtish, and in the vallies of Imaus, 
they found a more ample fpace, and more nu* 
merous enemies. One of the lieutenants of the 
Tanjou fubdued , in a fingle expedition, twenty- 
fix nations; the Igours**, diftingui«^hed above 
the Tartar race by the ufe of letters , werr in the 
number of his vafTais ; and, by rh'* ftrangc con- 
nection of human events , the flight of one of 
thofe vagrant tribes recalled the victorious Pi^r- 
thians from the invafion of Syria '*. Or^ ^he 
fide of the North, the ocean wa<; afliened as the 
limit of the power of the Huns. Without ene- 
mies to rcfift their progrefs , or wUnefTes to con- 
tradict their vanity, they might fecurely atchieve 
a real,' or imaginary, conquefl of the frozen regi^ 
ons of Siberia. The Northern Sen wis fixed as 
the remote boundary of their empire. But the 
name of that fea , on whofe shores the patriot 
Sovou embraced the life of a shepherd and ail 
exile '* , may be transferred, with much more 
probability , to the Baikal , a capacious bafcn , 
above three hundred miles in length , which dif- 
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CHAP, dains the modeft appellation of a lake '* , and 
^^^^ which actually communicates with the feas of the 
North, by the long courfe of the Angara, the 
Tonguska, and the Jeniflea. The fubmiflion of 
fo many diftant nations might flatter the pride of 
the Tanjou ; but the valour of the Huns could 
be rewarded only by the enjoyment of the wealth 
and luxury of the empire of the South. In the 
third century before the Chriftian sera , a wall of 
fifteen hundred miles in length was conftructcd, 
to defend the frontiers of China againft the in- 
roads of the Huns '*; but this ftupendous work, 
which holds a confpicuous place in the map of 
the world, has never contributed to the fafety of 
an unwarlike people. The cavalry of the Tanjou 
frequently confifted of two or three hundred 
thoufand men , formidable by the matchlefs dex- 
terity with which they managed their bows and 
their horfes; by their hardy patience in fupport- 
ing the inclemency of the weather ; and by the 
incredible fpeed of their march, which was fel- 
dom checked by torrents, or precipices, by the 
deepeft rivers , or by the moft lofty mountains. 
Their waw They fpread themfelves at once over the face of 
chinefe* ^^ couutry ; and their rapid impetuofity fur- 
aat, chtift. prifed , aftonished , and difconcerted the grave and 
*°^' elaborate tactics of a Chinefe army. The em- 

peror Kaoti '* , a foldier of fortune , whofe per- 
fonal merit had raifed him to the throne, march- 
ed againft the Huns with thofe veteran troops 
which had been trained in the civil wars of 
China. But he was foon furrounded by the Bar- 
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barians ; and , after a fiege of feven days , the chap. 
monarch, hopelefsof relief, was reduced to pur^ ^^^'' 
chafe his deliverance by an ignominious capitu- 
•lation. The fucceffors of Kaoti, whofe lives 
were dedicated to the arts of peace , or the lux- 
ury of the palace , fubmitted to a more permanent 
difgrace. They too haftily confeffed the infuf- 
ficiency of arms and fortifications. They were 
too cafily convinced , that while the blazing fig- 
nals announced on every fide the approach of the 
Huns, the Chinefe troops, who slept with the, 
hdmet on their head , and the cuirafs on their 
back , were deftroyed by the inceffant labour of 
ineflfectual marches ". A regular payment of 
money, and filk, was ftipulated as the condition 
of a temporary and precarious peace ; and the 
wretched expedient of difguifing a real tribute, 
under the names of a gift or a fubfidy , was prac- 
tifed by the emperors of China , as well as by 
thofe of Rome. But there ftill remained a more 
difgraccful article of tribute , which violated the 
facred feelings of humanity and nature. The 
hardships of the favage life , which dcftroy in 
their infancy the children who are born with a 
lefs healthy and robuft conftitution , introduce a 
remarkable difproportion between the numbers 
of the two fexes. The Tartars are an ugly , and 
even deformed race ; and , while they confider' 
their own women as the inftruments of domeftic 
labour , their defires , or rather their appetites , 
are directed to the enjoyment of more elegant 
beauty. A felect band of the faireft maidens of 
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China Wx-^s annually devoted to the rude embraces 
of the Huns '* ; and fhe alliance of the haughty 
Tanjous was fecured by thoir marriage with the 
genuine, or adopted, daughters of the Imperial 
fami'y , which vainly attempted to efcape the 
facrilegiouj? pollution. The fituation of thefe 
unhappy victims is defcribed in the verfes of a 
Chinefe princefs, who laments that she had been 
condemned by h.^r parents to a diflant exile , un* 
der a Barbarian husband ; who complains that 
four milk was her only drink , raw fle.^h her only 
food, a tent her only palace; and who expreffes, 
in a ftrain of patJietic fimplicit.y, the natural wish, 
th^t she were transformed into a bird , to fly back 
to her dear country ; the object of her tender 
and perpetual regret '^ 

The conqucft of China has been twice atchieved 
by the paftoral tribes of the North : the forces 
of the Huns were not inferior to thofe of the 
Moguls, or of the Mantcheoux ; and their am- 
bition might entertain the moft fanguine hopes of 
fuccefs. But their pride was humbled,, and their 
progrefs was checked, by the arms and policy of 
Vouti '*, the iifth emperor of the powerful dy- 
nafty of the Han. In his long reign of fifty-four 
years, the Barbarians of the fouthern provinces 
fubmitted to the laws and manners of China : 
and the ancient limits of the monarchy were 
enlarged , from the great river of Kiang , to the 
port, of Canton. Inftead of confining himfelf to 
the timid operations of a defenfivc war , his lieu- 
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tenants penetrated many hundred miles into the chap. 
country of the Huns. In thofe boundlcfs deferts, xxvi. 
where it is impoffible to form magazine^ , and 
difficult to tranfport a fufficient fupply of pro- 
vifions , the arhiies of Vouti \vere repeatedly ex- 
pofed to intolerable hardships: and, of one hun- 
dred and forty thoufand foldiers, who marched 
againft the Barbarians, thirty thoufand only re- 
turned in fafety to the feet of their matter. 
Thefe lofles , however , were compenfated by 
fplendid and decifive fuccefs. The Chinefe ge- 
nerals improved the fuperiority which they deriv- 
ed from the temper* of their arms, their chariots 
of war , and the fervice of their Tartar auxiliaries. 
The camp of the Tanjou was furprifed in the 
midft of sleep and intemperance : and , though 
the monarch of the Huns bravely cut his way 
through the ranks of the enemy , he left above 
fifteen thoufand of his fubjects on the field of 
battle. Yet this fignal victory , which was pre^ 
ceded and followed by many bloody engagements, 
contributed much lefs to the deftruction of the 
power of the Huns , than the effectual policy 
which was employed to detach the tributary 
nations from their obedience. Intimidated by the Ant. 
arms^ or allured by the promifes , of Vouti and ^**"^* ^^' 
his fucceflbrs , the moft confiderable tribes , both 
of the Eaft and of 1;he Weft , difclaimed the 
authority of the Tanjou. While fome acknow- 
ledged themfelves the allies or vaffalsof the empire, 
they all became the implacable enemies of the 
Huns: and the numbers of that haughty people, 
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CHAP, as foon as they were reduced to their native 
xxvi. ftrength , might, perhaps, have been contained 
within the walls of one of the great and populous 
cities of China *'. The defertion of his fubjects , 
and the perplexity of a civil war , at length 
compelled the Tanjou himfelf to renounce the 
dignity of an independent fovereign , and the 

Ant. freedom of a warlike and high-fpirited nation. He 

' was received at Sigan , the capital of the monarchy, 
by the troops , the Mandarins , and the emperor 
himfeif, with all the honours that could adora 
and difguife the triumph of Chinefe vanity *% 
A magnificent palace was prepared for his rc^ 
ception ; his place was affigned above all the 
princes of the royal family ; and the patience of 
the Barbarian king was exhaufted by the cere- 
monies of a banquet, which confided of eight 
courfes of meat , and of nine folemn pieces of 
luufic. But he performed, on his knees, the duty 
of a refpectful homage to the emperor of China; 
pronounced , in his own name , and in the name 
of his fucceffors, a perpetual oath of fidelity; and 
gratefully accepted a feal , which was beftowcd 
as the emblem of his regal dependence. After this 
humiliating fubmiflion , the Tanjous fometimes 
departed from their allegiance, and feized the 
favourable moments of war ^and rapine ; but the 
monarchy of the Huns gradually declined , till 
it was broken , by civil diffention^ into two hoftilc 

A. p. 48. and feparate kingdoms. One of the princes of the 
nation was urged , by fear and ambition , to retire 
toward^ the South with eight hords , which 
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cora^ofed between forty and fifty thoufand families, chaf. 
He obtained , with the title of Tanjou , a convenient ^^vt 
territory on the verge of the Ghinefe provinces ; 
and his conftant attachment to the fervice of the 
empire, was fecured.by weaKnefs, and the defire 
of revenge. From the time of this fatal fchifm y 
the Huns of the North continued to languish 
about fifty years; till they were oppreffed on 
every fide by their foreign and domefliic enemies. 
The proud infcription *' of a column , erected on 
a lofty mountain , announced to pofterity , that a 
Chinefe army had marched feven hundred miles 
irtto the heart of their country. The Sienpi **, 
a tribe of Oriental Tartars , retaliated the injuries 
which they had formerly fuftained ; and the power 
of the Tanjous , after a reign of thirteen hundred ^- D. sa. 
years, was utterly deftreyed before the end of ^he 
firft century of the Ghriftian sera *'. 

The fate of the vanquished Huns was diver- Their emi. 
fified by the various influence of character and ^'^**°"' 
fituation **. Above one . hundred thoufand per-» looletr. 
fons , the pooreft , indeed , and the moft pufil. 
lanlmous, of the people, were contented to remain 
in their native country, to renounce their peculiar 
name and origin , and to mingle with the vic- 
torious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty- eight hords, 
about two hundred thoufand men, ambitious of a 
more honourable fervitude , retired towards the 
South ; implored the protection of the emperors 
of China ; and were permitted to inhabit , and 
to guard, the extreme frontiers of the provinoe 
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CHAP, of Chanfi and the territory of Ortous. But the 
XXVI. 3:xioft warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns 
maintained , in their adverfe fortune , the un- 
daunted fpirit of their anceftors. The weftern 
world was open to their valour; and they refolv- 
ed, under the conduct of their hereditary chiefs 
tains, to difcover and fubdue fome remote country, 
which was ftill inacceflible to the arms of the 
Sienpi , and to the laws of China *^ The courfe 
of their emigration foon carried them beyond the 
mountains of Imaus, and the limits of the Chinefe 
geography ; but we are able to diftinguish the 
two great divifions of thefe formidable exileS, 
which directed their march towards the Oxus, 
The white and towards the Volga. The firft of thefe colo- 
sogdiana. ^^^^s cftablishcd their dominion in the fruitful and 
extenfive plains of Sogdiana , on the Eaftern 
fide of the Cafpian : where they preferved the 
name of Huns, with the epithet of Euthalites, 
or Nepthalites. Their manners were foftened , and 
even their features were infenfibly improved," 
by the mildncfs of the climate , and their long 
refide^ce in a flourishing province ^* , which might 
flill retain a faint imprcffion of the arts of 
Greece *^. The white Huns , a name which they 
derived from the change of their complexions, 
foon abandoned the paftoral life of Scythia. 
Gorgo, which, under the appellation ofCarizme> 
has fince enjoyed a temporary fplendour , was 
the refidence of the king, who exercifed a legal 
authority over an obedient people. Their luxury 
was maintained by the labour of the Spgdians; 
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and the only veftlge of their ancient barbarifm, cHAP^ 
was the cuflokn which obliged all the com- ^ 
panions, peihaps to the number of twenty, who 
had shared the liberality of a wealthy lord^ 
to be buried alive in the fame grave **. The 
vicinity of the Huns to the provinces of Perfia, 
involved ih-m in frequent and bloody contefts 
with the power of that monarchy. But they 
refpected , in peace, the faith of treaties; in war, 
the dictates of humanity; and their memorable 
victory over Perofes , or Firuz , difplayed the 
moderation , as well as» the valour , of the Bar- 
barians. The feconi divifion of their countrymen, "^Jl**"^"^",* 
the Huns , who gradually advanced towards the 
North-weft, were exercifed by the hardships of 
a colder climate , and a more laborious march. 
^ Neceflity compelled them to exchange the filks 
of China, for the furs of Siberia; the imperfect 
rudiments of civilifed life were obliterated; and 
the native fiercenefs of the Huns was cxafperated 
by their intercourfe with the favage tribes, who 
were compared, with fomc propriety, to the wild 
beafts of the defert. Their independent fpirit 
foon rejected the hereditary fucceflion of the 
Tan jous ; and while each hord was governed by 
its peculiar Murfa , their tumultuary council di- 
rected the public meafures of the whole nation. 
As late as the thirteenth century , their tranfient 
rcfidence on the Eaftern banks of the Volga , was 
attefted by the name of Great Hungary **. In 
the winter, they defcended with their flocks and 
herds towards the mouth of that mighty river; 
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and their Summer excurfions reached as high as 
the latitude of Saratofif, or perhaps the conflux of 
the Kama. Such at leaft where the recent limits 
of the black Calmucks ** , who remained about a 
century under the protection of Ruflia ; and who 
have fmce returned to their native feats on the 
frontiers of the Chinefe empire. The march , and 
the return , of thofe wandering Tartars , whofe 
united camp confifts of fifty thoufand tents or 
families , illuftrate the diftant emigrations of the 
ancient Huns ^\ 

It is impoflible to fill the dark interval of 
time, which elapfed, after the Huns of the Volga 
were loft in the eyes of the Chinefe ; and before 
they shewed themfelves to thofe of the Romans. 
There is fome reafon, however, to apprehend, 
that the fame force which had driven them from 
their native feats, ftill continued to impel their 
march towards the frontiers of Europe. The 
power of the Sienpi , their implacable enemies , 
^vhich extended above three thoufand miles 
from Eaft to Weft ** , muft have gradually op- 
prcffed them by the weight and terror of a for- 
midable neighbourhood : and the flight of the 
tribes of Scythia would inevitably tend to increafe 
the ftrength , or to contract the territories , of the 
Huns. The harsh and obfcure appellations of thofe 
tribes would oflfend the ear , without inform- 
ing the underftanding , of the reader ; but I can- 
not fupprefs the very natural fufpicion , that the 
H^ns of the North derived a confidcrable rein- 
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forcement from the ruin of tlie dytiafty of the cwap. 
South, which, in the courfe of the third century, xxvx. 
fubmitted to the dominion of China ; that the 
bravcft warriours marched away in fcarch of their 
free and adventurous countrymen ; and that , as 
they had been divided by profperity , they were 
eafily re - united by the common hardships of 
their adverfe fortune ^\ The Huns, with their, 
flocks and herds, their wives and children, their 
dependents and allies , were tranfported to the 
Weft of the Volga : and they boldly advanced to 
invade the country of the Alani, a paftoral peo- 
ple who occupied , or wafted , an extenfive tract 
of the deferts of Scythia. The plains between the 
Volga and the Tanais were covered with the 
tents of the Alani , but their name and manners 
were difFufed over the wide extent of their con- 
quefts ; and the painted tribes of the Agathyrfi 
and Geloni were confounded among their vaffals. 
Towards the North , they penetrated into the 
frozen regions of Siberia , among the favages 
who were accoftomed , in their rage or hunger , 
to the tafte of human flesh : and their Southern 
inroads were pushed as far as the confines of 
Perfia and India. The mixture of Sarmatic and 
German blood had contributed to improve the 
features of the Alani , to whiten their fwarthy 
complexions, and to tinge their hair with a yel- 
lowish caft , which is feldom found in the Tar- 
tar race. They were lefs deformed in their per- 
fons , lefs brutish in their manners , than the Huns ; 
but they did not yield to thofe formidable Bar- 
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CHAP, barians in their martial and independent fpirit; 

XXVI- in the love of freedom, w^hich rejected even the 
ufc of domeftic slaves; and in the love of arms, 
which confidered war and rapine as the pleafure 
and the glory of mankind. A naked fcymetar, 
fixed in the ground , was the only object of their 
religious worship; the fcalps of their enemies 
formed the coftly trappings of their horfes; and 
they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pufil- 
lanimous warriours, who patiently expected the 
infirmities of age , and the tortures of lingering 
difeafe ^*. On the banks of the Tanais , the mi- 
litary power of the Huns and the Alani encoun- 
tered each other with equal valour, but with 
unequal fuccefs. The Huns prevailed in the 
bloody conteft: the king of the Alani was slain; 
and the remains of the vanquished nation were 
difperfed by the ordinary alternative of flight or 
fubmiffion '^ A colony of exiles found a fecurc 
refuge in the mountains of Caucafvis , between the 
Euxine and the Cafpian ; where they flill preferve 
their name and their independence Another colony 
advanced , with more intrepid courage , towards 
the shores of the Baltic ; affociated themfelves 
wifh the Northern tribes of Germany; and shared 
the fpoil of the Roman provinces of Gaul and 
Spain. But the greateft part of the nation of the 
Alani embraced the offers of an honourable and 
advantageous unioh : and the Huns , who efteemed 
th^ valour of th^ir lefs fortunate enemies , pro- 
ceeded , wit^i an incrcafe of numbers and confidence, 
to mvade the limits of the Gothic empire. 
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The great Hermanric, whofe dominions ex- 
tended from the Baltic to the Euxine, enjoyed, 
in the full maturity of age and reputation , the 
fruit of his victories , when he was alarmed by 
the formidable approach of an hoft of unknown 
enemies ** , on whom his barbarous fubjects might, 
without injuftice, beftow the epithet of Barba- 
rians. The numbers, the ftrcngth , the rapid 
motions^ and the implacable cruelty of the Huns, 
were felt, and dreaded, and magnified , by the 
aftonished Goths ; who beheld their fields and 
villages confumed with flames, and deluged with 
indifcriminate slaughter. To thefe real terrors, 
they added , the furprife and abhorrence which 
were excited by the shrill voice , the uncouth 
geftures, and the ftrange deformity of the Huns. 
Thefe 4avages of Scythia were compared (and the 
picture had fome refemblance) to the animals 
who walk very aukwardly on two legs; and to 
the mif-shapen figures, the Termini^ which were 
often placed on the bridges of antiquity. They 
were diftinguished from the reft of the human 
fpecies by their broad shoulders, flat nofes, and 
fmall black tytSj deeply buried in the head; and 
as they were almoft deftitute of beards , they ne- 
ver enjoyed either the manJy graces of youth , or 
the venerable afpcct of age '^. A fabulous origin 
was afligned , worthy of their form and manners ; 
that the witches of Scythia, who, for their foul 
and deadly practices , had been driven from fo- 
cicty , had copulated in the defert with infernal 
fpirits ; and that the Huns were the offfpring of 
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CHAP, this execrable conjunction ^*. The talc, fo full 
XXVI. q£ horror and abfurdity , was greedily embraced 
by the credulous hatred of the Goths; but, while 
it gratified their hatred, it cncreafcd their fear; 
fince the pofterity of daemons and witches might 
be fuppofed to inherit fome share of the praeter- 
natural powers , as well as of the malignant tem- 
per , of fheir parents. Againft thefe enemies , 
Hermanric prepared to exert the united forces 
of the Gothic ftate; but he foon difcovered that 
his vaffal tribes , provoked by oppreffion , were 
much more inclined to fecond , than to repel , the 
invaGon of the Huns. One of the chiefs 6f the 
Roxolani " had formerly deferted the ftandard of 
Hermanric , and the cruel tyrant had condemned 
the innocent wife of the traitor to be torn afun- 
der by wild horfes. The brothers of that unfor- 
tunate woman feized the favourable moment of 
revenge. The aged king of the Goths languish- 
ed fome time after the dangerous wound which 
he received from their daggers : but the conduct 
of the war was. retarded by his infirmities ; and 
the public councils of the nation were diftracted 
by a fpirit^ of jealoufy and difcord. His death , 
which has been imputed to his own defpair , left 
the reins of government in the hands of Withi- 
mer, who , with the doubtful aid of fome Scythian 
mercenaries , maintained the unequal conteft againft 
the arms of the Huns and the Alani, till he was 
defeated and slain , in a decifive battle. The 
Oftrogoths fubmitted to their fate: and the royal 
race of the Amali will hereafter be found among 
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the fubjects of the haughty Attila. But the per- CFiA^i 
fon of Witheric, the infant king, was faved by ?*^*- 
the diligence of Alatheus and Saphrax ; two war- 
xiours of approved valour and fidelity ; who , by 
cautious marches , conducted the independent 
remains of the nation of the Oftrbgoths towards 
the Danaftus , or Niefter ; a confiderable river ^ 
which now feparates the Turkish dominions froni 
the empire of RuflGa. On the banks of the Nie- 
fter, the prudent Athanaric , more attentive td _ 
his ow*n than to the general fafety , had fixed the 
camp of the Vifigbths; With the firm refolutioii 
of oppofing the victorious Barbarians , whom he 
thought it lefs advifable to provoke. The ordi- 
nary fpeed of the Huns was checked by the weight 
of baggage , and the incumbrance of captives ; 
but their military. skill deceived, and almoft de- 
ftroyed, the army of Athanaric. While the judgd 
of the Vifigoths defended the banks of the Niefter^ 
he "Was encompaffed and attacked by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry, who, by thef light of thd 
moon, had pafTed the river in a fordable place j 
and, it was not without the utmoft efforts of fcou- 
fage and conduct , that he was able to eifect his 
retreat towards the hilly country. The undaunt- 
ed general had already formed a new and judi- 
cious plan of defenfive war; and the ftrbng lines ^ 
which he ^vas prepariiig to conftruct between thd 
mountains , the Pruth and the Danube , would 
have I fecured the extenfive and fertile territory 
that bears the modern iiame of Walachia ^ frorti 
the deftructive inroads of tlic Huns *'. But tli^ 
VoL IV. V 
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CHAP, hopes and meafures of the judge of the Vifigoths 
^"^^?" were foon difappointcd , by the trembling impa- 
tience of his difmayed countrymen j who were 
perfuaded by their fears , that the interpofition of 
the Danube Avas the only barrier that could fave 
them from the rapid purfuit , and invincible va- 
lour, of the Barbarians of Scythia. Under the 
command of Fritigern and Alavivus '* , the body 
of the nation haftily advanced to the banks of the 
great river, and implored the protection of the 
^ Roman emperor of the Eaft. Athanaric hirafelf , 
ftill anxious to avoid the guilt of perjury, retired, 
with a band of faithful followers , into the moun- 
tainous country of Caucaland ; which appears to 
have been guarded, and almofl: concealed, by the 
impenetrable forcfts of Tranfylvania '*. 

After Valens had terminated the Gothic war 
with fome appearance of glory and fuccefs , he 
of Valens, made a progrefs through his dominions of Afia, 
A. D.37(« j^jjj ^^ length fixed his refidence in the capital of 
Syria. The five years *' which he fpent at An- 
tioch were employed to watch , from a fecurc 
difiance , the hoftile defigns of the Perfian mo* 
narch ; to check the depredations of the Saracens 
and Ifaurians *^; to enforce, by arguments more 
prevalent than thofe of rcafon and eloquence, the 
belief of the Arian theology ; and to fatisfy his 
anxious fufpicions by the promifcuous execution 
of the innocent and the guilty. But the atten- 
tion of the emperor was moft feriously engaged , 
by the important intelligence which he received 
from the civil and military officers who were 
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cntrufled with the defence of the Danube. He chap. 
was informed, that, the North was agitated by a '^^^^* 
furious tempeft ; that the irruption of the Huns , 
an unknown and monftrous race of favages, had 
fubverted the power of the Ggths ; and that the 
fuppliant multitudes of that warlike nation, whofe 
pride was nbw humbled in the duft, covered a 
fpace of many miles along the banks of the river* 
With out-ftretched arms, and pathetic lament- 
ations , they loudly deplored their paft misfor-^ 
tunes and their prefent danger ; acknowledged, 
that their only hope of fafety was in the clemency 
of the Roman governnj^nt ; and moft folc mnly^ 
protcfted , that if the gracious liberality of the 
emperor would permit them to cultivate the wafte 
lands of Thrace , they should ever hold ihemfelves 
bound, by the ftrongeft obligations of duty and 
gratitude , to obey the laws , and to guard tlie 
limits , of the republic. Thefe affurances were 
confirmed by the ambaffadors of the Goths , who 
impatiently e:xpected, from the mouth of Valens, 
an anfwer that muft finally determine the fat«" of 
their unhappy countrymen. The emperor of the 
Eaft was no longer guided by the wifdom and 
authority of his elder brother, whofe death hap- A.D. $?s:* 
pened towards the end of the preceding year i 
and as the diftrefsful fituation of the Goths Re- 
quired an inftant and peremptory decifion , he 
was deprived of the favourite refource of feeble 
and timid minds 3 who confider the ufe of dilatory 
and ambiguous meafurcs as the cboft admirable 
efforts of cenfuntxmate prudenqe. As long as the 
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CHAP, fame paflions and intercfts fubfift among man- 
xxvL j^jj^j ^ ^j^^ queftions of war and peace , of juftice 
and policy, which were debated in the councils 
of antiquity , will frequently prefent themfelves 
as the fubject of modern deliberation. But the 
moft experienced ftatefman of Europe , has never 
been fummoned to confider the propriety , or the 
danger , *of admitting , or rejecting , an innume- 
rable multitude of Barbarians , who are driven by 
defpair and hunger to folicit a fettlement on the 
territories of a civilifed nation. When that im- 
portant propofition , fo effentially connected with 
the public fafety, was referred to the minifters of 
Valens , they were perplexed and divided ; but 
they foon acquiefced in the flattering fentiment 
Nvhich feemed the moft favourable to the pride, 
th^ indolence , and the avarice of their fovereign. 
The slaves , who were decorated with the titles 
of pr3efects and generals , diflembled or difregard- 
ed the terrors of this national emigration ; fo 
extremely dififerent from the partial and acci- 
dental, colonies, which had been received on the 
extreme limits of the empire. But they applaud- 
ed the liberality of fortune , which had conducted, 
from the moft diflant countries of the globe , a 
numerous and invincible army of ftrangcrs , to 
defend the throne of Valens ; who might now add 
to the royal treafures , the immenfe fums of gold 
fupplied by the provincials to corapenfate their 
annual proportion of recruits* The prayers of 
the Goths were -granted , and their fervice was 
accepted by the Imperial court : and orders were 
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CHAP. 
XXVI. 



immediately difpatched to the civil and military 
governors of the Thracian diocefe, to make the 
ncceffary preparations for the paffage and fub- 
fiftence of a great people, till a proper and fuf- 
ficient territory could be allotted for their future 
refidence. The liberality, of the emperor was 
acconSpanied , however, with two harsh and ri- 
gorous conditions, which prudence might juftify 
on the fide of the Romans ; but which diftrefs 
alone could extort from the indignant Gpths. 
Before they pafled the Danube , they were requir- 
ed to deliver their arms : and it was infilled , 
that their children should be taken from them, 
and difperfcd through the provinces of Afia; 
where they might be civilifed by the arts of edu- 
cation , and ferve as hoftages to fecure the fidelity 
of their parents. 

During this fufpenfe of a doubtful and diftant They are 
negociation , the impatient Goths made fome 
rash attempts to pafs the Danube , without the Danube 
permiflion of the government, whofe protection '"*° *^* 
they had implored. Their motions were ftrictly 
obferved by the vigilance of the troops which 
were ftationed along the river ; and their fore- 
moft detachments were defeated with confiderable 
slaughter: yet fuch were the timid councils of 
the reign of Valens, that the brave officers who 
had ferved their country in the execution of their 
duty , were punished by the lofs of their employ- 
ihents, and narrowly efcaped the lofs of their 
heads. The Imperial mandate was at length 
received for tranfporting over the Danube the 
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CHAP:^ whole body of the Gofhic nation 'S but the exc- 
^•^^^- cution of this order was a task of labour and difr 
ficulty. The ftream of the Danube , which in 
thofe parts is above a mile broad **, had been 
f>vell(ed by inccffant rains ; and , in this tumultu- 
ous paffage , many were iwept away, and drowned, 
by the rapid violence of the current* A* large 
fleet of veffels , of boats , and of canoes , was pro- 
vided : many days and nights they pafled and 
repaired with indefatigable toil; and the moft 
ftrenuous diligence was exerted by the officers, of 
Valens , that not a fmgle Barbarian ,. of thofe who 
were referved tofubvert the foundations of Rome, 
should be left on the oppofite shore. It was 
thought expedient that an accurate account should 
be taken of their numbers ; but the perfons who 
were employed foon defifted , with amazement 
and difmay , from the profecution of the endlefs 
and impracticable task *' : and the principal hif- 
torian of the age mod feriously affirms , that the 
prodigious armies of Darius and Xerxes , which 
had fo long been confidercd as the fables of vain 
and credulous antiquity , were now juftified , in 
the eyes of mankind, by the evidence of fact and 
experience. A probable teftiraony has fixed the 
number of the Gothic warriours at two hundred 
thoufand men ; and if we can venture to add the 
juft proportion of women , of children , and of 
slaves, the whole mafs of people which compofed 
this formidablje emigration , muft have amounted 
to near a million of perfons, of both fexes, and of 
all ages. ^ ,The children of the Goths , thofe at 
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leaft of a diftinguished rank, were fcparated from chap. 
the multitude. They were conducted , without ^^^^* 
delay, to the diftant feats affigned for their refi- 
dence and education; and* as the numerous trairt 
of hoftages or captives paffed through the cities ,> 
their gay and fplendid apparel , their robuft and 
martial figure, excited the furprife and envy of 
the Provincials. But the ftipulation , the moft 
oflfenfive to the Goths, and the moft important 
to the Romans , was shamefully eluded. The 
Barbarians , who confidered their arms as the en- 
figns of honour , and the pledges of fafety , were 
difpofed to offer a price , which the luft or avarice 
of the Imperial officers was eafily tempted to 
accept. To prefcrve their arms, the haughty 
warriours confcnted, with fome reluctance, to 
proftitute their wives or their daughters; the 
charms of a beauteous maid , or a comely boy, 
fecured the connivance of the infpectors ; who 
fometimes caft an eye of covetoufncfs on the 
fringed carpets and linen garments of their new 
allies '* , or who facrificed their duty to the mean 
confideration of filling their farms with cattle , and 
their houfes with slaves. The Goths , with arms 
in their hands , were permitted to enter the boats; 
and, when their ftrength was collected on the 
other fide of the river , the immenfe camp which 
was fpread over the plains and the hills of the 
Lower Maefia , affumed a threatening and even 
hoftile afpect. The leaders of the Oftrogoths , 
Alatheus and Saphrax, the guardians of their 
infant king , appeared foon afterwards on the 
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Northern banks of the Danube ; and immediately 
difpatched their ambaffadors to the court of An- 
tioch , to folicit , with the fame profefEons of 
allegiance and gratitude , the fame favour which 
had been granted to the fuppliant Vifigoths. The 
abfolute refufal of Valens fufpended their progrefs, 
and difcovered the repentance, the fufpicions, and 
the fears , of the Imperial council. 

An undifciplined and unfettled nation of Bar- 
barians required the firmed ten>per , and th^ 
moft dexterous management. The daily liib- 
fiftence of near a million of extraordinary fubjects 
could be fupplied only by conftant and skilful 
diligence , and might continually be interrupted 
by miftake or accident. The infolence , or the 
indignation, of the Goths if they conceived them- 
felves to be the objects, either of fear, or of 
contempt, might urge them to the moft defperate 
extremities; and the fortune of the ftate fee'med 
to depend on the prudence, as well as the inte- 
grity, of the generals of Valens. At this im- 
portant crifis , the military government of Thrace 
was exercifed by Lupicinus and Maximus, in 
whofe venal minds the slighteft hope of private 
emolument outweighed every confideration of 
public advantage; and whofe guilt was only alle- 
viated by their incapacity of difcerning the per- 
nicious effects of their rash and criminal admini- 
ftration. ^ Inftead of obeying the orders of their 
fovereign, and fatisfying, with decent liberality, 
the demands of the Goths, they levied an unge- 
nerous and oppreflive tax on the wants of the 
Ihungry Barbarians. The vileft food was fold at 
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an extravagant price; and, in the room of whol- chap. 
foroe and fubftantial provifions , the markets virere xxyr. 
filled with the flesh of dogs, and of unclean ani- 
mals , who had died of difeafe. To obtain the 
valuable acquifition of a pound of bread , the 
Goths refigned the poffeflGon of an expenfive, 
though ferviceable , slave; and a fmall quantity 
of meat was greedily purchafcd with ten pounds 
of a precious, but ufelefs , metal '*. When their 
property was exhaufted , they continued this 
neceffary traffic by the fale of their fons and 
daughters ; and notwithftanding the love of frcjc- 
dom, which animated every Gothic bread, they 
fubmitted to the humiliating maxim , that it was 
better for their children to be maintained in a 
fervile condition , than to perish in a (late of 
wretched and hclplefs independence. The mbft 
lively refentment is excited by the tyranny of 
pretended benefactors, who fternly exact the debt 
of gratitude which they have cancelled by fub- 
fequent injuries : a fpirit of difcontent infenfibly 
arofe in the camp of the Barbarians, who plead- 
ed, without fuccefs, the merit of their patient 
and dutiful behaviour; and loudly complained of 
the inhofpitable treatment which tliey had re- 
ceived from their new allies. They beheld around 
them the wealth and plenty of a fertile province, 
in the midft of which they fuffered the intolerable 
/ hardships of artificial famine. ' But the means of 
relief, and even of revenge , were in their hands; 
fince the rapacioufnefs of their tyrants had left , 
to ^n injured people, the poffeflion and the ufc 
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\ 
CHAP^ of arms. The clamours of a multitude , untaught 
^^^l' to difguife their fentiments, announced the iirft 
fymptoms of refiftance , and alarmed the timid 
and guilty minds of Lupicinus and Maximus. 
Thofe crafty minifters , who fubftituted <ffe 
cunning of temporary expedients to the wife and 
falutary counfels of general policy, attempted to 
remove the Goths from their datngcrous ftation on 
the frontiers of the empire ; and to difperfe them, 
in fcparate quarters of cantonment, through the 
interior provinces. As they were confcious how 
ill they had deferved the refpect , or confidence , 
of the Barbarians ,• they diligently collected , from 
every fide , a military force, that might urge the 
tardy and reluctant march of a people, who had 
not yet renounced the title , pr the duties , of 
Roman fubjects. But the generals of Valens, 
while their attention was folely directed to the 
difcontented Vifigoths, imprudently di farmed the 
fhips and the fortifications , which conftituted the 
defence of the Danube. The fatal overfight was 
obferved , and improved , by Alatheus and Saph- 
rax , who anxiously watched the favourable 
moment of efcaping from the purfuit of the Huns. 
By the help of fuch rafts and veffels as could be 
baftily procured, the leaders of the Oftrogoths 
tranfported , without oppofition , their king and 
their army ; and boldly fixed an hoftile and indc- 
j)endcnt camp on the territories of the empire '*. \ 
Revolt of Under the name of judges, Alavivus and Fri* 
l^'^iviL^fia* ^^g^^*^ ^^^^^ ^^^ leaders of the Vifigoths in peace 
and theii and war J and the authority which they derived 
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from their birth , was ratified by the free confent chap. 
of the nation. In a feafon of tranquillity , their g^ft^^ 
power might have been equal , as well as their dories, 
rank; but, as foon as their countrymen were 
exafperated by hunger and oppreflion , the fupe<- 
rior abilities of Fritigern affuraed the military 
command, which he was qualified to exercifc 
for the public welfare. He rcllrained the impa* 
tient fpirit of the Vifigoths, till the injuries and 
the infults of their tyrants should juftify their 
refiftance in the opinion of mankind ; but he was 
not difpofed to lacrifice any folid advantages for 
the ,enjpty praife of juftice and moderation. 
Senfible of the benefits which would refult from 
the union of the Gothic powers under the fame 
ftandard , he fecretly cultivated the friendship of 
the Oftrogoths; and while he profefTcd an im. 
plicit obedience to the orders of jhc Roman 
generals , he proceeded by slow marches towards 
Marcianopolis , the capital of the Lower Maefia, 
about feventy miles from the banks of the Da^ 

1 nube. On that fatal fpot , the flames of difcord 
and mutual hatred burft forth into a dreadfu} 
conflagration. Lupicinus had invited the Gothic 
chiefs to a fplen^id entertainment ; and their 
martial train remained under arms at the entrance 
of the palace. But the gates of the city were 
flrictly guarded; and the Barbarians were fternly 

f excluded from the ufe of a plentiful market, to 
which they afferted their equal claim of fubjccts 
and allies. Their humble prayers were rejected 
with infolence and derifion ; and as their patience 



Digitized by LjOOQ l€ ^fcti 



3i6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

«HAT». was now exhaufted, the townfmen , the foldiers, 
XXVI. 2jij ^jje Goths , were foon involved in a conflict 
of paflionate altercation and angry reproaches. 
A blow was imprudently given ; a fword was 
haftily drawn ; and the firft blood that was fpilt 
in this accidental quarrel , became the fignal of 
a long and dcftructive war. In the midft of 
noife and brutal intemperance , Lupicinus was 
informed , by a fecret meffenger , that many of 
his foldiers were slain , and defpoiled of their 
arms ; and as he was already inflamed by wine , 
and opprefled by sleep , he iffucd a rash command, 
that their death should be revenged by the 
maffacre of the guards of Fritigern and Alavivus. 
The clamorous shouts and dying groans apprifed 
Fritigern of his extreme danger : and , as he 
pofleffed the calm and intrepid fpirit of a hero, 
he faw that he was loft if he allowed a moment 
of deliberation to the man who had fo deeply 
injured him. '* A trifling difpute , laid the 
„ Gothic leader , with a firm but gentle tone 
„ of voice , appears to have arifen between the 
„ two nations ; but it may be productive of the 
„ moft dangerous confequences , unlefs the tu- 
„ mult is immediately pacified by the aflurance 
„ of our fafety, and the authority of our pre- 
„ fence. " At thefe words , Fritigern and his 
companions drew their fwords , opened their paf- 
fage through the unrefifting crowd , which filled 
the palace , the ftrcets , and the gates , of Marcia- 
nopolis , and , mounting their horfes , haftily 
vanished from the eyes of the aftonished Romans, 
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The generals of the Goths werc' faluted by the chap. ^ 
fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp : war ''""" 
was inftantly refolved, and the refolution was 
executed without delay: the banners of the nation 
were difplayed according to the cuftom of their 
anceftors ; and the air refounded with the harsh 
and mournful mufic of the Barbarian trumpet '\ 
The weak and guilty Lupicinus , who had dared , 
to provoke, who had neglected to deftroy, and 
who ftill prefumed to defpife , his formidable ene- 
my , marched againft the Goths , at the head of 
fuch a military force as could be collected on this 
fudden emergency. The Barbarians expected his 
approach about nine miles from Marcianopolis ; 
and on this occafion the talents of the general 
were found to be of more prevailing efficacy than 
the weapons and difcipline of the troops. The 
valour of the Goths was fo ably directed by the 
genius of Fritigern , that they broke , by a clofe 
and vigorous attack , the ranks of the Roman 
legions. Lupicinus left his arms and ftandards, 
his tribunes and his braveft foldiers , on the field 
of battle; and their ufelefs courage ferved only 
to protect the/ignominious flight of their leader. 
** That fuccefsful day put an end to the diftrefs 
,, of the Barbarians, and the fecurity of the Ro- 
„ mans : from that day, the Goths, renouncing 
,, the precarious condition of ftrangers and exiles, 
,, affumed the character of citizens and mafters, 
„ claimed an abfolute dominion over the pof- 
„ feffors of land, and held, in their own right, 
„ the northern provinces of the empire , which 
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CHAP. ,, are bounded by the Danube. " Such are the 
^^^^* words of the Gothic hiftorian '* , who celebrates, 
with rude eloquence, the glory of his country- 
men. But the dominion of the Barbarians was 
exercifed only for the purpofes of rapine and de- 
ftruction. As they had been deprived , by the 
minifters of the emperor , of the common benefits 
of nature , and the fair intercourfe of focial life , 
they retaliated the injuftice on the fubjects of the 
They i»e- empire ; and the crimes of Lupicinus were ex- 
to Thrace" Plated by the ruin of the peaceful husbandmen of 
Thrace , the conflagration of their villages > and 
the maffacre, or captivity, of their innocent fami- 
lies. The report of the Gothic victory was foon 
dififufed over the adjacent country; and while it 
filled the minds of the Romans with terror and 
difmay , their own hafty imprudence contributed 
to increafe the forces of Fritigern , and the cala* 
mities of the province. Some time before the 
great emigration , a numerous body of Goths , 
under the command of Suerid and Colias , had 
been received into the protection and fervice of 
the empire ^'. They were encamped under the 
walls of Hadrianople : but the mincers of Valens 
were anxious to remove them beyond the Hel- 
lefpont, at a diftanceirom the dangerous tempt- 
ation which might fo eafily be communicated by 
the neighbourhood , and the fuccefs , of their 
countrymen. The refpectful fubmiflion with which 
they yielded to the order of their march , might 
. be con(idered as a proof of their fidelity; and 
their moderate requefi: of a fufficient allowance 
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of provifions , and of a delay of only two days , chap. 
was expreffed in the moft dutiful terms. But the ^^^'• 
firft magiftrate of Hadrianople , incenfed by fome 
diforders which had been committed at his country- 
hoiife , refufed this indulgence ; and arming 
againft them the inhabitants and manufacturers of 
a populous city, he urged, with hoftile threats, 
their inftant departure. The Barbarians flood filent 
and amazed , till they were exafperated by the 
infulting cUmours , and miffilc weapons , of the 
populace : t)ut when patience or contempt was 
fatigued, they crushed the undifciplined multitude, 
inflicted many a shameful wound on the back^ 
of their flying enemies , and defpoiled them of 
the fplendid armour 7j which they were unworthy 
to bear. The refTcmblance of their fufferings and 
their actions foon united this victorious detach*- 
ment to the nation of the Vifigoths ; the troops 
of Colias and Suerid expected the approach of the 
great Fritigern , ranged themfelvcs under his , 
ftandard, an'3 fignalifed their ardour in the fiege 
of Hadrianople. But the refiftance of the garrifon 
informed the Barbarians, that, in the attack of 
regular fortifications , the efforts of unskilful cou* 
rage are feldom effectual. Their general acknow- 
ledged his error , raifed the fiege , declared that 
** he was at peace with flone walls ^5,/' an^ 
rcrenged his difappointment on the adjacent 
country. He accepted, with pleafure, •the^ufeful 
reinforcement of hardy workmen , who laboured 
in the gold mines of Thrace ^' , for the emolument, 
and under the lash , of an unfeeling mafter "^ : 
and thefe new affociatcs conducted the Barbarians, 
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CHAP, through the fecret paths, ta the mod fequeftered 
^^^'' places » which had been chofen to fecure the 
inhabitants , the cattle , and the magazines of 
^orn. With the afliftance of fuch guides, nothing 
could remain impervious, or inacceflible : refinance 
was fatal ; flight was impracticable ; and the 
patient fubmiflion of helplefs innocence feldom 
found mercy from the Barbarian conqueror. In 
the courfe of thefe depredations , a great number 
of the children of the Goths, who had been fold 
into captivity, were reftored to the embraces of 
their afflicted parents ; but thefe tender interviews, 
which might have revived and cherished in their 
minds fome fentiments of humanity, tended only 
to flimulate their native fiercenefs by the defire 
of revenge. They liftened, with* eager attention, 
to the complaints of their captive children, who 
had fuflFered the moft cruel indignities from the 
luftful or anery pallions of their mafters ; and 
the fame cruelties, the fame indignities, were 
feverely retaliated on the fons and daughters of 
the Romans ^*. 
Operations The imprudence of Valens and his minifters 
of the Go- had introduced into the heart of the empire a 
A, D. 377, nation of enemies; but the Vifigoths might even 
yet have been reconciled , by the manly confeffion 
of paft .errors , and the fmcere performance of 
former engagements. Thefe healing and temperate 
meafures Xeemed to concur with the timorous 
difpofition of the fovereign of the Eaft : but, on 
this occafion alone , Valens was brave ; and his 
unfeafonable bravery vras fatal to himfelf and to 

his 
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his fubjects. He declared his intention of marching c h a p. 
from Antioch to Conftantinople , to fubdue this ^^^^• 
dangerous rebellion ; and , as he was not ignorant 
of the difficulties of the enterprife, he folicited thft 
affiftance of his nephew , the emperor Gratian , 
who commanded all the forces of the Weft. The 
veteran troops were haftily recalled from the 
defence of .Armenia; that important frontier was 
abandoned to the difcretion of Sapor; and the im- 
mediate conduct of the Gothic war was entrufted, 
during the abfence of Valens, to his lieutenants 
Trajan and Profuturus, two generals who indulged 
themfelves in a very falfe atid favourable opinion 
of their own abilities. On their arrival in Thrace, 
they were joined by Richomer , count of the 
domeftics; and the auxiliaries of the Weft, that 
marched under his banner, were compofed of 
the Gallic legions, reduced indeed by a fpirit of 
defertion to the vain appearances of ftrength and 
numbers. In a council of war, which was in- 
fluenced by pride, rather than by reafon , it was 
refolved to feek, and to encounter, the Barbarians; 
who lay encamped in the fpacious and fertile 
meadows , near the moft fouthern of the fix 
mouths of the Danube ^*. Their camp was fur- 
rounded by the ufual fortification of waggons *" ; , 
and the Barbarians , fecure within the vaft circle 
of the inclofure, enjoyed the fruits of cheir valour, 
and" the fpoils of the province. In the mirfft of 
riotous intemperance, the watchful Fritigern' ob- 
ferved the motions, and penetrated the defigns, 
of the Romans. He perceived, that the numbers 
Vol. IV. X 
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CHAP, of the^ enemy were continually increafing; and, 
^^^^ as he underftood their intention of attacking his 
rear, as foon as the fcarcity of forage should 
oblige him to remove his camp, he recalled to 
their ftandard his predatory detachments, which 
covefed the adjacent co.untry. As foon as they 
defcried the flaming beacons " , they obeyed , 
with incredible fpeed , the fignal of their leader; 
the camp was filled with the martial crowd of 
Barbarians ; their impatient clamours demanded 
the battle, and their tumultuous zeal was approved 
and animated by the fpirit of their chiefs. The 
evening was already far advanced ; and the two 
armies prepared themfelves for the approaching 
combat, which was deferred only till the dawn 
of day. While the trumpets founded to arms, 
the undaunted courage of the Goths was con- 
firmed by the mutual obligation of a folemn 
oath ; and as they advanced to meet the enemy, 
the rude fongs, which celebrated the glory of 
their forefathers, were mingled with their fierce 
and diffonant outcries ; and oppofcd to the arti- 
ficial harmony of the Roman shout. Some military 
skill was difplayed by Fritigern to gain the 
advantage of a commanding eminence; but the 
bloody conflict, which began and ended with 
the light, was maintained, on either fide, by 
the perfonal and obftinate efforts of ftrength , 
valour , and agility. The legions of Armenia 
fupported their fame in arms ; but they were 
oppreffed by the irrcfiftible weight of the hoftile 
multitude : the left wing of the Romans was thrown 
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into diforder, and the field was ftrewed with cnAi* 
their mangled carcaffes. This partial defeat was ''-'^^^• 
balanced, however, by partial fuccefs; and when 
the two armies , at a late hour of the evening, 
retreated to their refpective camps, neither of 
them- could claim the honours, or the effects, of 
a decifive victory. The real loCs was more fe- 
verely felt by the Romans, in proportion to the 
fmallnefs of their numbers ; but the Goths were 
fo deeply confounded and difmayed by this 
vigorous, and perhaps unexpected, refiftance, 
that they remained feven days within the circle 
of their fortifications. Such funeral rites , as the 
circumftances of time and place would admit, 
were piously difcharged to fome officers of diflin* 
guished rank; but the indifcriminate vulgar was 
left unburicd on the plain. Their flesh was 
greedily devoured by the birds of prey , who, 
in that age , enjoyed very frequent and delicious 
feafls; and feveral years afterwards the white and 
naked bones , which covered the wide extent 
of the fields, prefented to the eyt^ of Ammia* 
nus , a dreadful monument of the battle of 
Salices '*. 

The progrefs of the Goths had been checked tjhidti or 
by the doubtful. event of that blcoHy d.^y ; and ^^^^^^^^^^ 
the Imperial generals, whofe army would have nuns, \» 
been confumed by the repetition of fiich a contefl, ^^"** *'^* 
embraced the more rational plan , of dcftroying 
the Barbarians, by the wants and prefTure of theii* 
own multitudes. Thty prepared to confine the 
Vifigoths in the narrow angle of land, between 
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CHAP, the Danube, the defcrt of Scythist, and the 
XXVI. mountains of H?emus, till their ftrength and fpirit 
should be infenfibly wafted by the inevitable 
operation of famine. The defign was profecutcd 
with fome conduct and fuccefs ; the Barbarians 
had almoft exhaufted their own magazines., and 
the harvefts of the country ; and the diligence of 
Saturninus, the mafter-general of the cavalry, was 
employed to improve the ftrength , and to 
contract the extent , of the Roman fortifications. 
his labours were interrupted by the alarming 
intelligence , that new fwarms of Barbarians had 
paffed the unguarded Danube, either to fupport 
the caufe, or to imitate the example, of Fritigerti. 
The juft apprehenfion , that he himfclf might be 
furrounded, and overwhelmed, by the arms of 
hoftile and unknown nations , compelled Satur- 
ninus to relinquish the fiege of the Gothic camp : 
and the indignant Vifigoths, breaking from their 
tonfinertient, fatiated their hunger and revenge j 
by the repeated devaftation of th^ fruitful country, 
which extends above three hundred miles from 
the banks of the Danube to the ftreights of the 
Hellcfpont". The fagacious Fritigern had fuccefs- 
fuUy appealed to the paffioiis, as Well as to the 
intereft , of his Barbarian allies; and the love of 
rapiile, and the hatred of Rome, fecpnded , or 
even preveilted, the eloquence of his ambaffadors. 
He cemented a ftrict and ufeful alliance with the 
great body of his countrymen , who obeyed 
Alatheus and Saphrax as the guardians of their 
infant king : the long animofity of rival tribes 
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was fiifpcnded by the- fenfe of their common chap. 
intereft; the independent part of the nation was xxvl 
affociatcd under one ftandard; and the chiefs of 
the Oftrogoths appear to have yielded to the 
fuperior genius of the general of the Vifigoths. He 
obtained the formidable aid of the Taifilse, whofe 
military renown was difgraced and polluted by 
the public infamy of their domeftic manners. 
Every youth , on his entrance into the world, 
was united by the ties of honourable friendship, 
and brutal love , to fome warriour of the tribe ; 
nor could .he hope to be releafed from this 
unnatural connection, till he had approved his 
manhood, by slaying, in fmgle combat, a huge 
bear , or a wild boar of the foreft '*. But the 
moft powerful auxiliaries of the Goths were drawn 
{rora the camp of thofe enemies who had expelled 
them from their native feats. The loofe fubordi- 
nation , and extenfive poflTeflions , of the Huns 
and the Alani , delayed the conqucfts , and dif- 
tracted the councils , of that victorious people. 
Several of the hords were allured by the liberal 
promifes of Fritigern ; and the rapid cavalry of 
Scythia, added weight and energy to the ftcady 
and ftrenuous 'efforts of the Gothic infantry. The 
Sarmatians, who could never forgive the fuccefTor 
of Valentinian , enjoyed and encreafed the general 
confufion; and a feafonable irruption of the Ale- 
manni , into the provinces of Gaul , engaged the 
attention, and diverted the forces, of the empero^? 
of the Weft •*. 

X3 



Digitized 



by Google 



35:6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. One of the rooft dangerous inconveniences of the 
^^^'- introduction of the Barbarians into the army and 
Gratian the palacc, Wris fenfibly felt in their correfpondence 
over the \^'i:h their hoftile countrymen; to %vhom they 
a/d. 378.' imprudently, or maliciously, revealed the weak- 
May, lie's of the Roman empire. A foldier, of the 
life-guards of Gratian , was of the nation of the 
Alemanni, and of the tribe of the Lentienfes,. 
who dwelt beyond the lake of Conftance. Some 
domeftic bufinefs obliged him to requeft a leave of 
^abfence. In a .-^hort vifit to his family and friends, 
he Wi^s.expofed to their curious inquiries; and the 
vanity of the loquacious foldier tempted him to 
difpK=y his intimate acquaintance with the fecrets 
of the ftate, and the defigns of his mafter. The 
intelligence, that Gratian was preparing to lead the 
military force of Gaul, and of the Weft, to the 
affiftance of his uncle Valens , pointed out to the 
reftlefs fpirit of the Alemanni, the moment, and the 
mode, of a fuccefsful invafion. The enterprife of 
fome light detachments,* who , in the mx)nth of 
February, paffed the Rhine upon the ice, was the 
prelude of a more important war. The boldeft 
hopes of rapine, perhaps of conqueft, outweighed 
the confiderations of timid prudence, or national 
faith. Every foreft, and every village, poured forth 
a band of hardy adventurers; and the great army 
of the Alemanni, which, on their approach, was 
eftimated at forty thoufand men by the fears of the 
people , was afterw^ards magnified to the number 
of feventy thoufand, by the vain and credulous 
flattery of the Imperial court. The legions, which 
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had been ordered to march into Pannonia , were chap> 
immediately recalled, or detained, for the defence ^^^i. 
of Gaul ; the military command was divided 
between Nanienus and Mellobaudes ; and the 
youthful emperor , though he refpected the long 
experience and fober wifdom of the former , was 
much more inclined to admire, and to follow, 
the martial ardour of his colleague; who 'was 
allowed to unite the incompatible characters of 
count of the donieftlcs , and of king of the 
Franks. His rival Priarius , king of the Alemanni, 
was guided, or rather impelled, by the fame 
headftrong valour; and as their troops were 
animated by the fpirit of their leaders, they met, 
they faw, they encountered, each other, near the 
town of Argentaria, or Colmar '* , in the plains 
of Alface. The glory of the day was juftly af- 
cribed to the miffile weapons, and well-practifed 
evolutions of the Roman foldiers : the Alemanni, 
who long maintained their ground , were slaugh- 
tered with unrelenting fury : five thoufand only 
of the Barbarians efcaped to the woods and 
mountains; and the glorious death of their king 
on the field of battle, faved him from the re- 
proaches of the people, who are always difpofed to 
accufe the juftice , or policy, of an unfuccefsful 
war. After this fignal victory, which fecured the 
peace of Gaul , and afferted the honour of the 
Roman arms, the emperor Gratian appeared to 
proceed without delay on his Eaftern expedition ; 
but as he approached the confines of the Ale- ^ 
manni , he fuddenly inclined to the left , furprifed 
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them by his unexpected paffage of the Rhine, and 
boldly advanced into the heart of their country. 
The Barbarians oppofed to his progrefs the ob- 
ftacles of nature and of courage; and ftill con- 
tinued to retreat, from one hill to another, till 
they were fatisfied , by repeated trials , of the 
power and perfeverance of their enemies. Their 
fubmiflion was accepted , as a proof, not indeed 
of their fmcerc repentance, but of their actual 
diftrefs; and a felcct number of their brave and 
robuft youth was exacted from the fairhlefs na- 
tion, as the moft fubftantial pledge of their future 
moderation. The fubjects of the empire, who had 
fo often experienced , that the Alemanni could 
neither be fubdued by arras, nor reftrained by 
treaties , might not promife themfelves any folid 
or lafling tranquillity: but they difcovered, in 
the virtues of their young fovereign, the profpect 
of a long and aufpicious reign. When the legions 
climbed the mountains, and fcaled the fortifi- 
cations, of the Barbarians, the valour of Gratian 
was diftinguished in the foremoft ranks ; and the 
gilt and variegated armour of his guards was 
pierced and shattered by the blows, which they 
had received in their conftant attachment to the 
perfon of their fovereign. At the age of nineteen, 
the fon of Valentinian feemed to pofTefs the 
talents of peace and war; and his perfonal fuccefs 
againft the Alemanni was interpreted as a fure 
prefage of his Gothic triumphs *^ 

While Gratian deferved and enjoyed the ap- 
plaufe of his fubjects, the emperor Valens, who. 
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at length, had removed his court and army from chap. 
Antioch, was received by the people of Conftan- xxvi. 
tinople as the author of the public calamity. ^ d. sVs. 
Before he had repofed himfelf ten days in the Mayso— =- 
• capital, he was urged, by the licentious clamours *^""® '*' 
of the Hippodrome, to march againft the Bar- 
barians, whom he had invited into his dominions : 
and the citizens, who are always brave at a 
diftance from any real danger, declared, with 
confidence, that, if they were fupplied with arms, 
they alone would undertake to deliver the pro- 
vince from the ravages of an infulting foe ". 
The vain reproaches of an fgnorant multitude 
haftened the downfal of the Roman empire ; they 
provoked the defperatc rashnefs of Valens ; who 
did not find , either in his reputation , or in his 
mind , any motives to fupport with firmnefs the 
public contempt. He was foon perfuaded, by 
the fuccefsful atchievements of his lieutenants, to 
defpife the power of the Goths, who, by the 
diligence of Fritigern, were now collected in the 
neighbourhood of Hadrianople. The march of 
the Taifalae had been intercepted by the valiant 
Frigerid ; the king of thofe licentious Barba- 
rians was slain in battle ; and the fuppliant cap- 
tives were fent into diftant exile to cultivate the 
lands of Italy , which were affigned for their fet- 
tlcraent, in the vacant territories of Modena and 
Parma ". The exploits *of Scbaftian ", whp was 
recently engaged in the fervice of Valens, and 
promoted to the rank of mafter- general of the 
infantry , were ftill more honourable to himfelf. 
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CHAP, and ufeful to the republic. He obtained the 
XXVI. permiflion of felecting three hundred foldiers from 
each of the legions; and this feparate detach- 
ment foon acquired the fpirit of difcipline, and 
the exercife of arms , which were almoft forgot- 
ten under the reign of Valens. By the vigour 
and conduct of Sebaftian, a large body of the 
Goths was furprifed in their camp : and the im- 
menfe fpoil , which was recovered from their 
hands, filled the city of Hadrianople, and the ad- 
jacent plain. The fplendid narratives, which the 
geperal tranfmitted of his own exploits, alarmed 
the Imperial court' by the appearance of fuperior 
merit ; and though he cautiously infifted on the 
difficulties of the Gothic war , his valour was 
praifed , his advice was rejected ; and Valens , 
who liftened with pride and pleafure to the flat- 
tering fuggeflions of the eunuchs of the palace , 
was impatient to feize the glory of an eafy and' 
affured conqueft. His army was ftrengthened 
by a numerous reinforcement of veterans ; and 
his march from Conftantinople to Hadrianople 
was conducted with fo much military skill , that 
he prevented the activity of the Barbarians, who 
defigned to occupy the ihtermediate defiles, and 
to intercept either the troops themfelves , or their 
convoys of provifions. The camp of Valens, 
which he pitched under the walls of Hadriant)ple, 
was fortified, according .to the practice of the 
Romans, with a ditch and rampart; and a moft 
important council was fummoned, to decide the 
fate of the emperor and of the empire. The 
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party of reafon and of delay was ftrenuously main- chap. 
tained by Victor, who had corrected, by the lef- xxvi. 
fons of experience , the native hercenefs of the 
Sarmatian character; while Sebaftian , with the 
flexible and obfequious eloquence of a courtier, 
reprefented every precaution, and every meafure, 
that implied a doubt of immediate victory, as 
unworthy of the courage and raajefty of their in- 
vincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was pre- 
cipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern , and 
the prudent admonitions of the emperor of the 
Weft. The advantages of negociating in the 
midft of war , were perfectly underftood by the 
general of the Barbarians ; and a Chriftian cccle- 
fiafl:ic was difpatched, as the holy minifter of 
peace, to penetrate, and to perplex, the councils 
of the enemy. The misfortunes , as well as the 
provocations, of the Gothic nation, were forcibly 
and truly dcfcribed by their ambaffador; who 
protefted , in the name of Fritigern , that he was 
ftill difpofed to lay down his arms, or to employ 
them only in the defence of the empire ; if he 
could fecure , for his wandering countrymen , a 
tranquil fettlement on the wafte lands of Thrace, 
and a fufficient allowance of corn and cattle. 
But he added , in a whifper of confidential friend- 
ship, that the exafperated Barbarians were averfe 
to tlTefe reafonable conditions; and, that Friti- 
gern was doubtful whether he could accomplish 
the conclufion of the treaty, unlefs he found him- 
felf fupported by the prefence, and terrors, of an 
Imperial army. About the fame time , Count 
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Richomer returned from the Weft , to announce 
the defeat and fubmiffion of the Alem^nni , to 
inform Valens , that his nephew advanced bjr 
rapid marches at the head of the veteran and 
victorious legions of Gaul ; and to requeft , in 
the name of Gratian, and of the republic, that 
every dangerous and decifive meafure might be 
fufpended, till the junction of the two emperors 
should enfure the fuccefs of the Gothic war. But 
the feeble fovereign of the Eaft was actuated only 
by the fatal illufions of pride and jealoufy. He 
difdained the importunate advice ; he rejected 
the humiliating aid ; he fecretly compared the 
ignominious , at leaft the inglorious , period of 
his own reign, with the fame of a beardlefs youth; 
and Valens rushed into the field, to erect his ima- 
ginary trophy, before the diligence of his colleague 
could ufurp any share of the triumphs of the day. 
On the ninth of Auguft , a day which has de- 
ferved to be marked among the moft inaufpicious 
of the Roman Calendar *' , the emperor Valens , 
leaving, under a ftrong guard, his baggage and 
military treafure , marched from Hadrianople to 
attack the Goths, who were encamped about 
twelve miles from the city **. By fome miftake 
of the orders , or fome ignorance of the ground , 
the right wing, or column of cavalry, arrived in 
fight of the enemy , whilft the left was ftill at a 
confiderable diftance j the foldiers were com- 
pelled, in the fultry heat of fummer, to preci- 
pitate their pace; and the line of battle wa? 
formed with tedious confufion , and irregular 
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delay. The Gothic caValry had beien detached to 
forage in the adjacent country; and Fritigenl 
fiill continued to practife his cuftomary arts. He 
difpatched meffengers of peace ^ m^dc propofalsi 
required hoftages, and wafted the hours, till the 
Romans, expofed without shelter to the burning 
rays of the fun , were exhaufted by thirft, hunger^ 
and intolerable fatigue; The emperor was perfuaded 
to fend an ambafiador to the Gothic camp ; the 
fceal of Richomer , who alone had courage to 
accept the dangerous commifllon , was applauded : 
and the count of the domeftics, adorned with 
the fplendid enfigns of his dignity, had proceeded 
fome way in the fpace between the two armies, 
when he was fuddenly recalled by the alarm of 
battle. The hafty and imprudent attack was made 
by Bacurius the Iberian , who commanded a body 
of archers and targetteers ; and as they advanced 
with rashnefs , they retreated with lofs and 
difgrace. In the fame moment, the flying fquadrons 
of Alatheus and Saphrax , whofe return was 
anxiously expected by the general of the Goths , 
defcended like a whirlwind from the hills , fwept 
acrofs the plain , and added new terrors to the 
tumultuous, butirrefiftible, charge of the Barbarian 
hoft. The event of the battle of Hadrianople , fo 
fatal to Valens and to the empire, may be defcribed 
in a few words : the Ronian cayalry fled ; th^ 
iilfantry was abandoned , furrounded , and cut in 
pieces. The m oft skilful evolutions, the firmeft 
courage , are fcarcely fufficient to extricate a body^ 
of foot , encompaflfed , on an open plain , by 
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9UAV, fupenor numbers of horfe : but the troops of 
xxvi. Vaiens, opprefTed by the weight of the enemy 
and their own fears, were crowded into a narrow 
fpace , where it was impoflible for them to extend 
their ranks, or even to ufe , with effect, their 
fwords and javelins. In the midfl of tumult, of 
slaughter, and of difmay, the emperor, deferted 
by his guards , and wounded , as it was fuppofed, 
with an arrow , fought protection among the 
' Lancearii and the Mattiarii , who ftill maintained 
their ground with fome appearance of order and 
firmnefs. His faithful generals , Trajan and Victor, 
who perceived his danger, loudly exclaimed, that 
all was loft, unlefs the perfon of the emperor 
could be faved. Some troops, animated by their 
exhortation , advanced to his relief : they found 
only a bloody fpot, covered with a heap of broken 
arms and mangled bodies, without being able 
to difcover their unfortunate prince , either among 
the living , or the dead. Their fearch could not 
indeed be fuccefsful , if there is any truth in the 
circumftances with which fome hiftorians have 
Death of related the death of the emperor. By the care 
the empe- q£ j^jg attendants , Valens was removed from the 
field of battle to a neighbouring cottage, where 
they attempted to drefs his wound, and to pi^o- 
vide for his future fafety. But this humble retreat 
was inftantly furrounded by the enemy : they 
tried to force the door ; they were provoked by 
a difcharge of arrows from the roof ; till at 
length , impatient of delay , they fet fire to a pile 
of dry faggots^ and confumed the cottage, with 
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the Romaa emperor and his train. Valens pe- 
rished in the flames ; and a youth who dropt from 
the window, alone efcaped, to atteft the melan- 
choly tale, and to inform the Goths of the in- 
cftimable prize which they had loft by their ,owa 
rashnefs. A great number of brave and diftin- 
guished officers perished in the battle of Hadri- 
anople, which equalled , in the actual lofs, and 
far furpafled , in the fatal confequences , the mis- 
fortune which Rome had formerly fuftained in the 
fields of Cannae ''. Two mafter- generals of the 
cavalry and infantry, two great officers of the 
palace, and thirty-five tribunes, were found among 
the glain ; and the death of Sebaftian might fatisfy 
the world , that , he was the victim , as well as 
the author , of the public calamity. Above two- 
thirds of the Roman army were deftroyed : and 
the darknefs of the night was efteemed a very 
favourable circumftance ; as it ferved to conceal 
the flight of the multitude , and to protect the more 
orderly retreat of Victor and Richomer, who alone, 
amidft the general conftern^tion , maintained the 
advantage of calm courage , and regular difcipline **. 
While the impreffions of grief and terror were 
ftill recent in the minds of men, the moft cele- 
brated rhetorician of the age compofed the funeral 
oration of a vanquished army, and of an un- 
popular prince, whofe throne was already occu- 
pied by a ftranger. " There are dot wanting," 
fays the candid Libanius , *^ thofe who arraign 
„ the prudence of the emperor , or who impute 
,, the public misfortune to the want of courage 
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cHAPi „ and difdipllne in thie troops. For nay owii part, 
^^^^ „ I reverence the memory of their former ex- 
j, ploits : I reverence the glorious death ^ which 
„ they bravely received , {landing, and fighting 
„ in their ranks: I reverence the field of battle , 
5j ftained with their blood , and the blood of the 
J, Barbarians. Thofe horiourable marks have been 
„ already washed away by the r^ins ; but the 
,, lofty monuments of their bones, the bones 
3, of generals, of centurions, and of valiant war- 
^, riours , clairp a longer period of duration. The 
„ king himfelf fought and fell in the foremoft 
J, ranks of the battle. His attendants prefented 
), him with the fleeteft horfcs of the Imperial 
j, ftable, that would foon have carried him be- 
5, yond the purfuit of the enemy. They vainly 
„ preffed him to referve his important hfe for the 
J, future fervice of the republic. He ftill declared, 
J, that he was unworthy to furvive fo many of 
„ the bravcft and moft faithful of his fubjects ; 
,, and the monarch was nobly buried under a 
„ mountain of the slain. Let none , therefore , 
5, prefume to afcribe the victory of the Barba- 
5, rians to the fear, the weaknefs, or the impru- 
j, dence, of the Roman troops. The chiefs and 
3, the foldiers wiere animated by the virtue of 
„ their anceftors , whom they equalled in difcipline, 
,, and the arts of war. Their generous emulation 
„ was fupported by the love of glory , which 
„ prompted them to contend at the fame time 
„ with heat and thirfl, with fire and the fword; 
„ and cheerfully to embrace an honourable death , 



Digitized 



by Google 



drianoplei 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 33/ 

„ as their refuge againft flight and infamy. The chai** 
„ indignation of the gods has been the only caiife x'^^^* 
,, of the fuccefs of our enemies. " The truth of 
hiftory may difclaim fome parts of this panegyric , 
which cannot ftrictly be reconciled with the 
character of Valens , or the- circumftances of the 
battle : but the faireft commendation is due to the 
eloquence , and ftill more to the generofity , of 
the fophift of Antioch '^ 

The pride of the Goths ^\^as elated by this me- The ootha 
morable victory ; but their avarice was difap- ^^^'^^"^ ^^^ 
pointed by the mortifying difcovcry, that the 
jicheft part of the Imperial fpoil had been within 
the walls of Hadrianople. They haftened to pof- 
fels the reward of their valour ; but . they wei;e 
encountered by the remains of a vanquished army , 
with an intrepid refolution , which was the effect 
of their defpair, and the only hope of their fafety. 
The walls of the city, and the ramparts of the 
adjacent camp , were lined with military engines , 
that threw ftones of an enormous weight ; and 
aftonished the ignorant Barbarians by the noife , 
and velocity^ ftill more than by the real effects, 
of the difcharge. The foldiers , the citizens , the 
provincials , the doraeftics of the palace , were 
Tunited in the danger , and in the defence : the 
furious affault of the Goths was repulfed ; theif 
fecret arts of treachery and treafon were difcover* 
ed ; and, after an obftinate conflict of many hours, 
they retired to their tents ; convinced , by expe- 
rience , that it would be far more advifeable td 
obferve the treaty , which their fagacjous leaded 
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CHAP, had tacitly ftipulated with the fortifications of 
XXVI. great and populous cities. After the hafty and 
impolitic maffacre of three hundred deferters , aa 
act of juftice extremely ufeful to the difcipline of 
the Roman armies , the Goths indignantly raifed 
the fiege of Hadrianople. The fcene of war and 
tumult was inftantly converted into a filent foli- 
tude : the multitude fuddenly difappeared ; the 
fecret paths of the woods and mountains were 
marked with the footfteps of the trembling fugi- 
tives , .who fought a refuge in the diftant cities 
of Illyricum and Macedonia : and the faithful 
officers of the houfehold ,, and the treafury , cau- 
tiously proceeded in fearch of the emperor , of 
whofe death they were ftill ignorant. The tide 
of the Gothic inundation rolled from the walls 
of Hadrianople to the fuburbs of Conftantinople. 
The Barbarians were furptifed with the fplendid 
appearance of the capital of the Eaft, the height 
and extent of the walls , the myriads of wealthy 
and affrighted citizens who crowded the ram- 
parts, and the various profpect of the fea and 
land. While they gazed with hopelefs defire on 
the inacceflible beauties of Conftantinople , a fally 
was made from one of the gates by a party of 
Saracens *' , who had been fortunately engaged 
in the fervice of Valens. The cavalry of Scythia 
was forced to yield to the admirable fwiftnefs and 
fpirit of the Arabian horfes ; their riders were 
skilled in the evolutions of irregular war; and the 
Northern Barbarians were aftonished , and dif- 
mayed, by the inhuman ferocity of the Barbarians 
of the South. A Gothic foldier was slain by the 
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dagger of an Arab ; and the hairy *, naked favage , chap. 
applying his lips to the wound , expreffed a hor- xxvi. 
rid deh'ght , while he fucked the blood of his 
vanquished enemy *^ The army of the Goths , 
laden with the fpoils of the wealthy fuburbs , and 
the adjacent territory , slowly moved , from the 
Bofphorus , to the mountains which form the 
weftern boundary of Thrace. The important pafs 
of Succi was betrayed by the fear, or the mifcon- 
duct , of Maurus ; and the Barbarians , who no 
longer had any refiftance to apprehend from the 
fcattered arid vanquished troops of the Eaft , fpread 
themfelves over the face of a fertile and cultivated 
country , as far as the confines of Italy , and the 
Hadriatic Sea **. 

The Romans, who fo coolly , and fo concifely, They ra. 
mention the acts oi jujlice which were excrcifed Ro^^a^„^* 
by the legions ", referve their compaflion, and provinces, 
their eloquence, for their own fuflPerings, when f;^^^*' 
the provinces were invaded , and defolated , by 
the arms of the fuccefsful Barbarians, The Am- 
ple circumftantial narrative ( did fuch a narrative, 
exift) of the ruin of a fingle town , of the mis- 
fortunes of a fingle family '*** , might exhibit an 
interefting and inftructive picture of human man- 
ners: but the tedious repetition of vague and 
declamatory complaints would fatigue the atten- 
tion of the moft patient reader. The fame cenfure 
may be applied , though not perhaps in an e^Ual 
degree , to the prophane , and the ccclcfiaftical , 
writers of this unhappy period ; that their minds 
were inflamed by popular , and religious animofity j 
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CHAP, and , that the true fize and colour of every 
XXVI. object is falfitied by the exaggerations of their 
corrupt eloquence. The vehement Jerom "' might 
juftly deplore the calamities inflicted by the Goths, 
and their barbarous allies, on his native country 
ofPannonia, and the wide extent of the provinces, 
Irom the walls of Conftantinople to the foot of 
the Julian Alps i the rapes, the maffacres , the 
^conflagrations ; and , above all , the profanation 
of the churches , that were turned into ftables , 
and the contemptuous treatment of the relics of 
holy martyrs. But the Saint is furely tranfported 
beyond the limits of nature and hiftory , when 
he affirms , ** that , in thofe defert countries , 
3, nothing was left except the sky and the earth ; 
„ that, after the deftruction of the cities, and 
„ the extirpation of the human race , the land 
5, was overgrown with thick forefts , and inex- 
„ tricable brambles ; and that the univerfal defo- 
;, lation , announced by the prophet Zephaniah , 
„ was accomplished, in the fcarcity of the beads, 
„ the birds , and even of the fish. " Thefe com- 
plaints were pronounced about twenty years 
after the death of Valens; and the Illyrian pro- 
vinces, which were conftantly expofed to the 
invafion and paffage of the Barbarians , ftill con- 
timied , after a calamitous period of ten centuries , 
to fupply new materials for rapine and deftruction. 
Could it even be fuppofed , that a large tract of 
country had been left without cultivation and 
without inhabitants , the confequences might not 
have been fo fatal to the inferior productions of 
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animated nature. The ufeful and feeble animals, 
which are nourished by the hand of man , might 
fufFer and perish, if they were deprived of his 
protection; but the beafts of the foreft, his 
enemies, or his victims, would multiply in the 
free and undifturbed poffeflion of their folitary 
domain. The various tribes that people the air, or 
the waters, are ftill lefs connected with the fate 
of the human fpecies; and it is highly probable, 
that the fish of the Danube would have felt more 
terror and diftrefs , from the "approach of a vora- 
cious pike, than from the hoftile inroad of a Gothic 
army. 

Whatever may have been the juft meafure of 
the calamities of Europe , there was reafon to 
fear that the fame calamities would foon extend 
to the peaceful countries of Afia. The fons of the 
Goths had been jiidicioysly diftributed through 
the cities of the Eaft; and the arts of education 
were employed, to polish, and fubdue, the native 
fiercenefs of their temper. In the fpace of about 
twelve years , their numbers had continually 
increafed ; and the children , who , in the firft 
emigration , were fent over the Hellefpont , had 
attained , with rapid growth , the ftrength and 
fpirit of perfect manhood ''^. It was impoffible 
to conceal from their knowledge the events of 
the Gothic war; and, as thofe daring youths had 
not ftudied the language of diflimulation , they 
betfayed their wish , tjieir defire , perhaps their 
intention, to emulate the glorious example of 
their fathers. The danger of the times feemed to 
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CHAP, juftify the jealous fufpicions of the provincials ; 

^^^^* and thefe fufpicions were admitted as unqueftion- 
able evidence, that the Goths of Afia had fornaed 
a fecret and dangerous confpiracy again ft the 
public fafcty. The death of Valens had left the 
Eaft without a fovereign ; and Julius , who filled 
the important ftation of mafter-general of the 
troops, with a high reputation of diligence and 
abihty , thought it his duty to confult the fenate 
of Conftantinople ; which he confidered, during 
. the vacancy of the throne , as the rcprefentative 
council of the nation. As foon as he had obtained 
the difcretionary power of acting as he should 
judge moft expedient for the good of the republic, 
he affembled the principal officers; and privately 
concerted effectual meafures for the execution of 
his bloody defign. An order was immediately 
promulgated, that, on a ftated day, the Gothic 
youth should affemble in the capital cities of their 
refpective provinces ; and , as a report was in- 
duftriously circulated , that they were fummoncd 
to receive a liberal gift of lands and money, the 
pleafing hope allayed the fiiry of their refentment, 
and perhaps fufpended the motions of the- con- 
fpiracy. On the appointed day , the unarmed 
crowd of the Gothic youth was carefully collected 
in the fquare ,. or Forum : the ftreets and avenues 
were occupied by the Roman troops; and the 
roofs of the houfes were covered with archers 
and slingers. At the fame hour , in all the cities 
of the Eaft , the fignal was given of indifcrimi- 
nate slaughter ; and the provinces of Afia were 
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delivered, by the cruel prudence of Julius, from chap. 

a domeftic enemy, who, in a few months, might ^^^^ 

have carried fire and fword from the Hellefpont 

to the Euphrates "'. The urgent confideration of 

the publrc fafety may undoubtedly authoriXe 

the violation of every pofitive law. How far 

that, or any other, confideration may operate, 

to diffolve the natural obligations of humanity 

and juftice , is a doctrine , of which I ftill defirc 

to remain ignorant. 

The emperor Gratian was far advanced on his The empe. 
march towards the plains of Hadrianople , when ror Gratian 
he was informed , at firft by the confufed voice xhcodofius 
of fame, and afterwards by the more accurate with the 
reports of Victor and Richomer , that his impa- tJ^^gaV, 
tient colleague had been slain in battle, and that A-D.379. 
two-thirds of the Roman army were exterminated •^*"* '^* 
by the fword of the victorious Goths. Whatever 
refentment the rash ^nd jealous vanity of his uncle 
might deferve , the refentment of a generous mind 
is eafily fubdued by the fofter emotions of grief 
and compaffion : and even the fenfe of pity was 
foon loft in the ferious and alarming confideration 
of the ftate of the republic. Gratian was too late 
to affift , l^e was too weak to revenge , his 
unfortunate colleague; and the valiant and modefl; 
youth felt himfelf unequal to the fupport of a 
finking world. A formidable tempeft of the Bar- 
barians of Germany feemed ready to burft over 
the provinces of Gawl; and the mind of Gratian 
was oppreffed, and diftracted, by the adminiftra- 
tion of the Weftern Empire. In this important 
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CHAP, crifis , the government of the Eaft , and the 
^^^' conduct of the Gothic war, required the undivided 
attention of a hero and a flatefman. A fubject 
inverted with fuch ample command woul4 not 
long have prcferved his fidelity to a diftant bene- 
factor; and the Imperial council embraced the 
wife and manly refolution, of conferring an 
obligation , rather than of yielding to an infult. 
It was the wish of Gratian to beftow the purple 
as the reward of virtue; but, at the age of 
nineteen , it is not eafy for a prince , educated 
in the fupremc rank , to underftand the true 
characters of his minifters and generals. He at- 
tempted to weigh, with an impartial hand, their 
various merits and defects; and; whilft he checked 
the rash confidence of ambition, he diftruftcd 
the cautious wifdom , which defpaired of the 
republic. As each moment of delay diminished 
fomething of the power and refources of the 
future fovereign of the Eaft , the fituation of the 
times would not allow a tedious debate. The 
choice of Gratian was foon declared in favour of 
an exile, whofe father, only three years before^ 
had fuffered , under the fanction of his authority, 
an unjuft and ignominious death. The great Theo- 
dofius , a name celebrated in hiftory , and dear to 
the Catholic Church "* , was fummoned to the Im- 
perial court , which had gradually retreated from the 
confines of Thrace to the more fecure ftation of 
Sirmium. Five months after the death of Valens, 
the emperor Gratian produced before the affembled 
troops, his colleague, and their mafter; who, after 
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a modeft , perhaps a fincere , refiftance, was. chap. 
compelled to accept , amidft the general acclama- ^^^i. 
tions , the diadem , the purple , and the equal 
title of Auguftus '^'^ The provinces of Thrace, 
Afia , and Egypt , over which Valens had reigned, 
were refigned to the adminiftration of the new 
emperor: but, as he was fpecially entrufted with 
the conduct of the Gothic war , the Illyrian 
prsefecture was difmembered ; and the two great 
diocefes of Dacia and Macedonia were added to 
the dominions of the Eafterh empire '°*. 

The feme province, and , perhaps, the fame Birth and 
city "', which had given to the throne the vir- «^aracter 
tues of Trajan , and the talents of Hadrian , was dofius. 
the original feat of another family of Spaniards, 
who , in a lefs fortunate age , poffefTed , near four- 
fcore years , the declining empire of Rome '**. 
They, emerged from the obfcurity of municipal 
honours by the active fpirit of the elder Theo- 
dofius , a general , whofe exploits in Britain and 
Africa have formed one of the moft fplendid 
parts of the annals of Valentinian, The fon of 
that general , who likewife bore the name of 
Theodofius , was educated , by skilful preceptors, 
in the liberal ftudies of youth ; but he was in- 
flructed in the art of war by the tender care and i 

fevere difcipline of his father "'. Under the 
flandard of fuch a leader, young Theodofius 
fought glory and knowledge , in the moft diftant 
fcenes of military action; inured his conftitution 
to the difference of feafons and climates ; diftin«. 
guished his valour by fea and land ; and obferved 
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CHAP, the various warfare of the Scots, the Saxons , 
XXVI. 2Lnd the Moors. liis own merit, and the recom- 
mendation of the conqueror of Africa , foon raifed 
him to a feparate command : and , in the (lation 
of Duke of Maefia , he vanquished an army of 
Sarmatians ; faved the province ; deferved the 
love of the foldiers; and provoked the envy of 
the court "*. His rifing fortunes were foon 
blafted by the difgrace and execution of hi^ illuf- 
trious father ; and Theodofius obtained , as a 
favour , the permiffion of retiring to a private 
life , in his native province of Spain. «He dif- 
played a firm and temperate character in the eafe 
with which he adapted himfelf to this new fitua- 
tion. His time was almoft equally divided be- 
tween the town and country: the fpirit, which 
had animated his public conduct , was shewn in 
the active and afiFectionate performance of every 
focial duty ; and the diligence of the foldier was 
profitably converted to the improvement of his 
ample patrimony '", which lay betweep Valla- 
dolid and Segovia , in the midft of a fruitful dif- 
trict , ftill famous for a moft exquifite breed of 
sheep "*. From the innocent, but humble, la- 
bours of his farm, Theodofius was tranfported , 
in lefs than four months , to the throne of the 
Eaftern empire : and the whole period of the 
hiftory of the world will not perhaps afford a 
fimilar example , of an elevation , at the fame 
time , fo pure , and fo honourable. The princes 
who peaceably inherit the fccptre of their fathers, 
claim and enjoy a legal right, the more fccure, 
as it is abfolutely diftinct from the merits of their 
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perfonal characters. The fubjects, who, in a chap. 
monarchy , or a popular ftate , acquire the pot xxvi. 
feffion of fuprenae power , may have raifed them- 
fel ves , by the fuperiority cither of genius or virtue, 
above the heads of their equals : but their virtue 
is feldom exempt from ambition; and the caufe^ 
of the fuccefsful candidate is frequently ftained 
by the guilt of confpiracy, or civil war. Even 
in thofe governments which allow the reigning 
monarch to declare a colleague, or a fucceffor, 
his partial choice , which may be influenced by 
the blindeft paffions , is often directed to an un* 
worthy object. But the moft fufpicious malignity 
Cannot afcribe to Theodofius , in his obfqure foli- 
tude of Caucha , the arts , the defires , or even the 
hopes , of an ambitious ftatefman ; and the name 
of the exile would long fince have been forgot- 
ten , if his genuine and tliftinguished virtues had 
not left a deep impreffion in the Imperial court. 
During the feafon of profperity , he had been ne- 
glected ; but , in the public diftrefs , his fuperior 
merit was univerfally felt and acknowleflged. 
What confidence muft have been repofed in his^ 
integrity, fince Gratian could truft, that a pious 
fon would forgive , for the fake of the republic , 
the murder of his father ! What expectations muft 
have been formed of his abilities , to encourage 
the hope , that a fingle man could fave , and re- 
ftore , the empire of the Eaft ! Theodofius was 
invefted with the purple in the thirty-third year 
of his age. The vulgar gazed with -admiration 
on the manly beauty of his face > and the graceful 
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CHAP, majefty of his perfon, which they were pleafcd to 
XXVI. compare with the pwctures and medals of the em- 
peror Trajan ; whilft intelligent obfervers dif- 
covered , in the qualities of his heart and under- 
ftanding , a more iiliportant rcfemblance to the 
beft and greatefl: of the Roman princes. 
His pru- It is not without the moft fmcere regret, that 
dent and j ^^j^ ^ ^^j^^ Icavc of an accuratc and faithful 

fuccefsful , ^ 

conduct of guide, who has compofed the hiftory of his own 
the Gothic tiiYieg^ without indulging the prejudices and paf- 
A. D. fions, which ufually aflfect the mind of a con- 
379 — 3S2. temporary. Ammianus Marcellinus , who ter- 
minates his ufeful work with the defeat and death 
of Valens , recommends the more glorious fubjcct 
of the enfuing reign to the youthful vigour and 
eloquence of the rifing generation '". The rifmg 
generation was not difpofed to accept his advice , 
or to imitate his example "*; and, in the fludy 
of the reign of Theodofius , we are reduced to 
illuftrate the partial narrative of Zofimus , by the 
obfcure hints of fragments and chronicles , by the 
figurative flyle of poetry or panegyric, and by 
the precarious affiftance of the ecclefiaftical wri- 
ters , who , in the heat of religious 'faction , are 
apt to defpife the profane virtues of fincerity and 
moderation. Confcious of thefe difad vantages, 
which will continue to involve a confiderable 
portion of the decline and fall of the Roman 
empire, I shall proceed with doubtful and timo- 
rous fteps. Yet I may boldl)^ pronounce , that 
the battle of Hadrianople was never revenged by 
any fignal or decifive victory of Theodofius over 
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the Barbarians; and the expreffive filence of his c:hap.' 
venal orators may be confirmed by the obferva- xxvi. 
lion of the condition and circumftances of the 
times. The fabric of a mighty ftate , which has 
been reared by the labours of fucceffive ages , 
could not be overturned by the misfortune of a 
fingle day , if the fatal power of the imagination 
did not exaggerate the real meafure of the cala- 
mity. The lofs of forty thoufand Romans , who 
fell in the plains of Hadrianople , might have 
been foon recruited in the populous provinces of 
the Eaft, which contained fo many millions of 
inhabitants. The courage of a foldier is found 
to be the cheapcft , and moft common , quality of 
human nature; and fufficient skill to encounter 
an undifciplincd foe , might have been fpeedily 
taught by the care of the furviving centurions. 
If the Barbarians were mounted on the horfes , 
and equipped with the armour^ of their vanquish- 
ed enemies , the numerous finds of Cappadocia 
and Spain would have fupplied new fquadrons of 
cavalry; the thirty-four arfenals of the empire 
were plentifully ftored with magazines of ofFenfivc 
and defenfive arms; and the wealth of Afia might 
flill have yielded an ample fund for the expences 
of the war. But the effects which were produced 
by the battle of Hadrianople on the minds of the 
Barbarians , and of the Romans , extended the 
victory of the former, and the defeat of the latter, 
far beyond the limits o£ a fingle day. A Gothic 
chief was heard to declare^ with infolent mode- 
ration , that , for hh own part , he was fatigued 
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CHAP. With slaughter; but that he was aftonished how 
XXVI. a people , who fled before him like a flock of 
sheep, could ftill prefume to difpute the poffeffion 
of their treafures and provinces "\ The fame 
terrors , which the name of the Huns had fpread 
among the Gothic tribes , were' infpircd , by the 
formidable name of the Goths , among the fub- 
jects and foldiers of the Roman empire "*. If 
Theodofius , haftily collecting his fcattcrcd forces, 
had led them inta the field to encounter a vic- 
torious enemy , his army would have been van- 
quished by their own fears ; and his rashnefs 
could not have been excufed by the chance of 
fuccefs. But the great Theodofius , .an epithet 
'^ which he honourably deferved on this moment- 
ous occafion , conducted himfelf as the firm and 
faithful guardian of the republic. He fixed his 
head-quarters at Thcflalonica , the capital of the 
Macedonian diocefe "'; from whence he could 
watch the irregular motions of the Barbarians, 
and direct the operations of his lieutenants , from 
the gates of Conftantinople to the shores of the 
Hadriatic. The fortifications and garrifons of 
the cities were ftrengthcned ; and the troops , 
among whom a fenfe of order and difcipline was 
revived, were infcnfibly emboldened by the con- 
fidence of their own fafety. From thefe fecure 
ftations, they were encouraged to make frequent 
fallies on the Barbarians , who infefted the adja- 
cent country; and, as they were feldom allowed 
to engage , without fome decifive fuperiority , 
cither of ground or of numbers , their entreprifes 
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were, for the moft part, fucccfsful; and they chap. 
were foon convinced , by their own experience , xxvi. 
of the poflibility of vanquishing their invincible . 
enemies. The detachments of thefe feparate 
garrifons were gradually united into fmall armies ; - 
the fame cautious meafures were purfued , accord- 
ing to an extenfive and well - concerted plan of, 
operations; the events of each day added ftrength 
and fpirit to the Roman arms; and the artful 
diligence of the emperor, who circulated the moft ^ 
favourable reports of the fuccefs of tbe war, 
contributed to fubdue the pride of the Barba- 
rians, and to animate the hopes and courage of 
his fubjects. If, inftead of this faint and imper- 
fect outline, wc could accurately reprefent the 
counfels and actions of Theodofius , in four fuc- 
ceffive campaigns, there is reafon to believe, that 
his confummate skill would dcferve the applaufe 
of every military reader. The republic had for- 
merly been faved by the delays of Fabius : and , 
while the fplendid trophies of Scipio , in the field 
of Zama , attract the eyes 6f pofterity, the camps 
and marches of the Dictator among the hills of 
Campania, may claim a juftcr proportion of the 
folid and independent fame, which the general 
is not compelled to share, either with fortune or 
with his troops. Such was likewife the merit of 
Theodofius ; and the infirmities of his body , 
which moft unfeafonably languished under a long 
and dangerous difeafc, could not opprefs the 
vigour of his mind, or divert his attention from 
the public fervice "*. 

The deliverance and peace of th« Roman pro- DjviCous, 
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vinces "' was the work of prudence , rather thaa 
of valour; the prudence of Theodofius wasfecond- 
ed by fortune ; and the emperor never failed to 
feize, and to improve, every favourable circum- 
flance. As long as the fuperior genius of Fritigcra 
preferved the union , and directed the motions , of 
the Barbarians, their power was not inadequate 
to the conqueft of a great empire. The death of 
that hero, the predeceffor and mafter of the 
renowned Alaric, relieved an impatient multitude 
from the intolerable yoke of difcipline and difcre- 
tion. The Barbarians, who had been reftrained 
by his authority , abandoned themfelves to the 
dictates of their paffions ; and their paflions were 
feldom uniform, or confiftent. An army of con- 
querors was broken into many diforderly bands of 
favage robbers; and their blind and irregular fury 
was not lefs pernicious to themfelves, than to 
their enemies. Their mifchievous difpofition was 
shewn in the deftruction of every object, which 
they wanted ftrength to remove, or tafte to enjoy; 
and they often confumed, with improvident rage, 
the harvefts , or the granaries , which foon after- 
wards became neceffary for their own fubfiftence. 
A fpirit of difcord arofe among the independent 
tribes and nations, which had been united only 
by the bands of a loofe and voluntary alliance. 
The troops of the Huns and the Alani would 
naturally upbraid the flight of the Goths ; who 
were not difpofed to ufe with moderation the 
advantages of their fortune : the ancient jealoufy 
of the Oftrogoths and the Vifigoths could 

not 
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not long be fufpended ; and the haughty chiefs 
ftill rfemembered the infults and injuries, which 
they had reciprocally offered , or fuftained , while 
the nation was feated in the countries beyond, the 
Danube. The progrefs of domeftic faction abated 
the more diffufive fentiment of national animofity; 
and the officers of Theodofius were inftructed to 
purchafe, with liberal gifts and promifes, the 
retreat, or fervice, of the difcontented party. The 
acquifition of Modar , a prince of the royal blood 
of the Amali, gave a bold and faithful champion 
to the caufe of Rome. The illuftrious defcrtef 
foon obtained the rank of matter - general , \v^ith 
an important command; furprifed an army of 
his countrymen, who were immerfed in wine and 
sleep; and, after a cruel slaughter of the aftonish- 
ed Goths, returned with an immenfe fpoil, and 
four thoufand waggons, to the Imperial camp "*. 
In the hands of a skilful politician , the moft 
different means may be fuccefsfully applied to 
the fame ends : and the peace of the empire , 
which had been forwarded by the divifions, was 
accomplished by the re -union, of the Gothic 
nation. Athanaric, wha Had been a patient 
fpectator of thefe extraordinary events, was at 
length driven, by the chance of arms, from the 
dark receffes of the woods, of Caucaland* He 
no longer hefitated to pafs the Danube; and a 
very confiderable part of the fubjects of Fritigern, 
who already ffelt the inconveniencies of anarchy^ 
were eafily perfuaded to acknowledge ^ for their 
king, a Gothic Judge, 'whofe birth they tefpected, 
Vol. IV. Z 
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CHAP, and whofe abilities they had frequently ex- 
^^^'* perienced. But age had chilled (he daring^fpirit 
of Athanaric; and, inftead of leading his people 
to the field of battle and victory, he wifely liftcn- 
cd to the fair propofal of an honourable and 
advantageous treaty. Theodofius, who was ac- 
quainted with the merit and power of his new 
ally, Gondefcended to. meet him at the diftancc 
of feveral miles from Conftantinople; and enter- 
tained him in the Imperial city, with the con- 
fidence of a friend, and the magnificence of a 
monarch. ^' The Barbarian prince obferved, 
» with curious attention, ihe variety of objects 
» which attracted his notice, and at laft broke 
33 out into a fincere and paflionate exclamation of 
33 wonder. I now behold, faid he, what I never 
33 could believe, the glories of this ftupendous 
/ 33 capital ! and as he caft his eyes around , he 

33 viewed, and he admired, the commanding fitu- 
35 ation of. the city , the ftrength and beauty of 
35 the walls and public edifices , the capacious 
„ harbour, crowded with innumerable veffels, 
,3 the perpetual concourfe of diftant nations, and 
33 the arms and difcipline of the troops. Indeed, 
33 continued Athanaric, the emperor of the Ro- 
- 33 mans is a god upon earth ; and the prefump- 
33 tuous man, who dares to lift his hand againft 
,5 him , is guilty of his own blood "'. " The 
Gothic king did not long enjoy this fplendid and 
honourable reception ; and , as ti*mperance was 
not the virtue of his nation, it may juftly be fuf- 
pected, that his mortal difeafe was contracted 
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amldfl: the pleafures of the Imperial banquets, chap. 
But the policy of Theodofius derived more folid 3cxvi. 
benefit from the death , than he could have e^^- 
pected from the moft- faithful fervices, of his 
ally. The funeral of Athanaric was performed 
with folemn rites in the capital of the Eaft; a 
(lately monumeqt was erected to his memory; 
and his whole army, won by the liberal courtefy, 
and decent grief, of Theodofius , enliftcd under 
the ftandard of the Roman empire "*. The fub- 
miffion of fo great a body of the Vifigoths wa$ 
productive of the moft falutary confequences; 
and the mixed influence of force, oi^reafon, ^nd 
of corruption , became every day more powerful , 
and more cxtenfive. Each independent chieftain 
haftencd to obtain a feparatc treaty, from the 
apprehenfion that an obftinate delay might expofc 
him , alone and unprotected , to the revenge , or ^ 
juftice, of the conqueror. The general, or rather ^ 
the final, capitulation of the Goths, may be dated 
four years, one month, and twenty-five days, after a. t). 381. 
the defeat and death of the emperor Valens "'. Oct. 3* 

The provinces of the Danube had been already invafiow 
relieved from the oppreffive weight of the Gru- *"** ^^!f?* 

1 • ^^n. t f -I 1 of the Gru* 

thungi, or Oftrogoths, by the voluntary retreat thungi, cm- 
of Alatheus and Saphrax; whofe reftiefs fpirit oftrogoths. 
had prompted them to feek new fcenes of rapine oaob«r. 
and glory. Their deftructive courfe was pointed 
towards the Weft ; but we muft be fatisfied with 
a very obfcure and imperfect knowledge of their 
various adventures. The Oftrogoths impelled 
feveral of the CJerman tribes on the provinces of 
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en A p. Gaul; concluded, and foon violated, a treaty 
^^^^' ^vith the emperor Gratian; advanced into the 
unknown countries of the North ; and , after an 
interval of more than four years, returned, with 
accumulated force, to the banks of the Lower 
Danube. Their troops were recruited with the 
lierceft warriours of Germany and Scythia ; and 
the foldiers , or at leaft the hiftorians , of the em- 
pire, no longer recogiiifed the name and coun- 
tenances of their former enemies "*. The gene- 
ral, who commanded the military and naval 
powers of the Thracian frontier , foon perceived 
that his fujjipridrity would be difadvantageous to 
the public fervice ; and that the Barbarians , awed 
by the prefence of his fleet and legions, would 
probably defer the paffage of the river till the 
approaching winter. The dexterity of the fpies, 
/ whom he fent into the Gothic camp, allured the 

, Barbarians into a fatal fnare. They were per- 
fuaded , that , by a bold attempt , they might 
furprife, in the filence and darknefs of the night, 
the sleeping army of the Romans ; and the whole 
multitude was haftily embarked in a fleet of three 
thoufand canoes "^ The braveft of the Oftro- 
goths led the van; the main body confifted of 
the remainder of their fubjects ztnfi foldiers; and 
the women and children fecurely followed in the 
rear. One of the nights without a moon had 
been felected for the execution of their defign ; 
and they had almoft reached the fouthern bank 
of the Danube , in the firm confidence that they 
should find an eafy landing, and an unguarded 
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camp. But the progrefs of the Barbarians was chap. 
fuddenly flopped by an unexpected obftacle; a ^^^^ 
triple line of veffels, ftrongly connected with each 
other, and which formed an impenetrable chain 
of two miles and a half along the river. While 
they ftruggled to force their way in the unequal 
conflict, their right flank was overwhelmed by 
the irrefiftible fittack of a fleet of gallies , which 
were urged down the ftream by the united im- 
pulfe of oars and of the tide. The weight and 
velocity of thofe ships of war broke , and funk , 
and difperfed , the rude and feeble canoes of the 
Barbarians : their valour was ineffectual ; and 
Alatheus , the king , or general , of the Oftro- 
goths , perished, with his braveft troops, either 
by the fword of the Romans, or in the waves of 
the Danube. The lafl divifion of this unfortunate 
fleet might regain the oppofite fhore : but the 
diftrefs and diforder of the multitude rendered ^ 
them alike incapable, either of action or counfel; 
and they foon implored the clemency of the vic- 
torius enemy. On this occafion , as well ^s on 
many others , it is a difficult task to reconcile the 
paflions and prejudices of the writers of the age 
of Theodofius. The partial and malignant hif- 
torian , who mifreprefents every action of his 
reign , affirms , that the emperor did not appear 
in the field of battle till the Barbarians had been 
vanquished by the valour and conduct of his 
lieutenant Promotus "*. The flattering poet , 
who celebrated , in the court of Honorius , the 
glory of the father and of the fon , afcribes the 
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• 

CHAP, victory to the perfonal prbwcft of Theodofius ; 
^^^^* and almoft infinuates , that the king of the Oftro- 
goths was slain by the hand of the emperor "'. 
The truth of hiftory might perhaps be found in 
a juft medium between thefe extreme, and con- 
tradictory alTertions. 
Settlement The origiiial treaty which fixed the fettlement 
Goths^JI ^f ^h^ Goths, afcertained their privileges, and 
Thrace flipulated their obligations , would illuftrate the 
""a. a*' hiftory of Theodofius and his fucceffors. The 
183—395. ferics of their hiftory has imperfectly preferved 
the fpirit and fubftance of this fingular agree- 
s ment "*. The ravages of war and tyranny had 

provided many large tracts of fertile , but uncul- 
tivated land , for the ufe of thofe Barbarians , who 
might not difdain the practice of agriculture. A 
numerous colony of the Vifigoths was feated in 
Thrace : the remains of the Oftrogoths were 
planted in Phrygia and Lydia ; their immediate 
wants were fupplied by a diftribution of corn and 
cattle ; and their future induftry was encouraged 
by an exemption from tribute, during a certain 
term of years. The Barbarians would have de- 
ferved to feel the cruel and perfidious policy of 
the Imperial court, if they had fufFered them- 
felves to be difperfed through the provinces. 
They required , and they obtained , the fole pof- 
feffion of the villages and diftricts affigned for 
their refidence ; they ftill cherished and propa- 
gated their native manners and language; affert- 
ed, in the bofom of defpotifra , the freedom of 
their domeftic government; and acknowledged the 
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fovereignty of the emperor, without fubmitdng chap. 
to the inferior jurifdiction of the laws and magif- ^^vi^ 
tirates of Rome. The hereditary chiefs of the 
tribes and families were ftill permitted to com- 
mand their followers • in peace and war ; but the 
royal dignity was abolished 5 and the generals 
of the Goths were appointed and removed at the 
pleafure of the emperor. An army of forty thou- 
fand Goths was maintained for the perpetual fer- 
vice of the empire of the Eaft; and thofe haughty 
troops , who afTumed the title of Fasderati , oi* 
allies , were diftinguished by their gold collars', 
liberal pky, and licentious privileges. Their native 
courage was improved by the ufe of arms, and 
the knowledge of difcipline ; and , while the re- 
public was guarded , or threatened , by the doubt- 
ful fword of the Barbarians, the laft fparks of 
the military flame were finally extinguished in 
the minds of the Romans "*. Theodofius had 
the addrefs to perfuade his allies, that the con- 
ditions of peace which had^bcen extorted from 
him by prudence and neceffity, were (he volun- 
tary expreffions of his fincere friendship for the 
Gothic nation ''*. A different rtiode of vijidication 
or apology was oppofed to the complaints of the 
people; who loudly cenfured thefe shameful and 
dangerous conceflions ''*. The calamities of the 
war were painted in the mofl lively colours; and . 
the firft fymptoms of the return of order, of 
plenty, and fecurity, w^re diligently exaggerated. 
The advocates of Theodofius could affirm , with 
fome appearance of truth and reafon , that it was 
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impollible to extirpate fo many warlike tribes, who 
were rendered defperate by the lofs of their native 
country ; and that the exhaufted provinces would 
be revived by a fresh fupply of foldiers and huf- 
bandmen. The Barbarians ftill wore an angry and 
hoftile afpect ; but the experience of paft times might 
encourage the hope , that they would acquire the 
habits of induftry and obedience ; that their manners 
would be polished by time, education, and the in- 
fluence of Chriftianity ; and that their pofterity 
would infenfibly blend with the great body of the 
Roman people "*, 

Notwithftanding thefe fpecious arguments , and 
thefe fanguine expectations, it was apparent to 
every difcerning eye , that the Goths would long 
remain the enemies , and might foon become the 
conquerors, of the Roman empire. Their rude and 
infolent behaviour expreffed their contempt of the 
citizens and provincials, whom they infulted with 
inopunity *'^ To the zeal and valour of the Barba- 
rians, Theodofius was indebted for the fuccefs'of 
his arms: but their affiftance was precarious; and 
they were fometimes feduced, by a treacherous and 
inconftant difpofition , to abandon his ftandard, at 
the moment when their fervice was the moft effen- 
tlal. During the civil war againft Maximus , a great 
number of Gothic deferters retired into the morafles 
of Macedonia, wafted the adjacent provinces , and 
obliged the intrepid monarch to expofe his perfon, 
<ind exert his power, to fupprefs the rifing flame of 
rebellion ''*. The public apprehenfions were forti- 
fied by the ftrong fufpicion , th^t thefe tumults were 
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not the eflfect of accidental paflion, but the refult chap. 
of deep and premeditated defign. It was generally xxvL 
believed, that the. Goths had figned the treaty 
of peace with an hollile and infidious fpirit ; and 
that their chiefs had previously bound themfelves, 
by a foleran and fecret oath , never to keep faith 
with the Romans; to maintain the faireft shew 
of loyalty and friendship , - and to watch the 
favourable moment of rapine , of conqueft , and 
of revenge. But, as the minds of the Barbarians 
wcrp not infenfible to the power of gratitude, 
feveral of the Gothic leaders fincerely devoted 
themfelves to the fervice of the empire, or, at 
leaft , of the emperor : the whole nation was 
infenfibly divided into two oppofite factions, and 
much fophiftry was employed in conversation and 
difpute, to compare the obligations of their firft, 
and fecond , engagements. The Goths , who 
confidered themfelves as the friends of peace, of 
juftice, and of Rome, were directed by the 
authority of Fravitta , a valiant and honourable 
youth, diftinguished above the reft of his coun- 
trymen, by the politenefs -of his manners, the 
liberality of his fentiments , and the mild virtues 
of focial life. But the more numerous faction 
adhered to the fierce and faithlefs Priulf , who 
inflamed the paffions, and aflerted the independ- 
ence , of his warlike followers. On one of the 
folemn feftivals, when the chiefs of both parties 
were invited to the Imperial table, they were 
infenfibly heated by wine, till they forgot the 
ufual r^ftraints of difcretion and refpect ; and 
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«HAP. betrayed, in the prefence of Theodofius , the fatal 
fccret of their domcftic difputes. The emperor , 
who had been the reluctant witnefs of this extra- 
ordinary controverfy , diffembled his fears and 
refentroent , and food difmifled the tumultuous 
affembly. Fravitta, alarmed and exafperated by 
the infolence of his rival , whofe departure from 
the palace might have been the fignal of a civil 
war, boldly followed him; and, drawing his 
fword, laid Priulf dead at his feet. Their compa- 
nions flew to arms ; and the faithful champion of 
Rome would have been opprefled by fuperior 
numbers, if he had not been protected by the 
feafonable interpofition of the Imperial guards '". 
Such were the fcencs of Barbaric rage, which dif- 
graced the palace and table of the Roman emperor & 
and, as the impatient Goths could only be re- 
ftrained by the firm and temperate character of 
Theodofius , the public fafety feemed to depend 
on the life and abilities of a fingleman '". 



NOTES 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOTES 

T T HE 

FOURTH VOLUME. 
'chap. XXII. 

* Omnes qui plus poterant in palatio , adulandi profeflbres jam 
docti, recte confulta, pro^ereque completa vertebant in deridiculum : 
talia fine modo ftrepentes infulfe : in odium venit cum victoriis fuis: 
capella, non homo; ut hirfutum Julianum carpentes, appellantefqce 
loquacem talpam, et purpuratam fimiam, et litterionem Grstcum: et 
his con^uentia plurima atque vernacula principi refonantes, audire 
hxc taliaque geftienti , virtutes ejus obruere verbis impudentibus cona- 
hantur , ut fegnem inceflentes et timidum et umbratilem , gefiaque 
fecus verbis comptioribus exornantem. Ammianus, xvii. ii. 

* Ammian.xvi. 12. The orator Themiftius (iv. p. ^6, ^7.) believed 
whatever was contained in the Imperial letters, which were addrefTed 
to the fenate of Conftantinople. Aurelius Victor, who published his 
Abridgment in the laft year of Conftantius, afcribes the German victories 
to the Vfifdom of the empetor , and the fortune of the Caefar. Yet the 
hiftotian , foon afterwards , was indebted to the favour or efteem of 
Julian for the honour of a brafs fiatue; and the important offices of 
conCular of the fecond Pannonia> and prspfect of the city. Ammian. 
xxi. 10. 

^ Callido nocendi artificio , accufatoriam diritatem laudnm titulis 
peragebant. . . Hz voces fuerunt ad inflammanda odia probris omnibfis 
potentiores. See Mamertin. in Actione Gratiarum in Vet. Panegyr. 
xi. ^,6. 

* The minute interval^ which may be interpofed between the hyemc 
adultd and the fr/mo verc of Ammianus (xx. i. 4>)» inftead of allowing 
a fufficient fpace for a march of thre« thoufand miles , would render 
the orders of Conftantius as extravagant as they were unjuft. The 
troops of Gaul could not have reached Syria till the end of autumn. 
The memory of Ammianus muft have been inaccurate, and his language 
incorrect. 

^ Ammianus, xx. I. The valour of Lupicinus, and his military 
skill, are acknowledged by the hiftoriau, who, in his affected language. 
accuCes the general of exalting the horns of his pride, bellowing in » 
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tragic tone, and exciting a doubt* whether he was more cruel os 
avaricious. The danger from the Scots and Ficts was fo ferious » 
that Julian himfetf had fome thoughts of paifing over into the island* 

* He granted them the p'ermiflion of the curfus clavularis , or clabu* 
laris, Thefe poft- waggons are often mentioned in the Code, and 
were fuppofed to carry fifteen hundred pounds weight. See Valef. ad 
Ammian. xx. 4. 

^ Moft probably the palace ©f the baths ( Thcrmarum) , of which a 
folid and lofty hall ftill fubfifts in the rue dt la Harpc. The buildings 
covered a coniiderable fpace of the modern quarter of the univerfity; 
and the gardens , under the Merovingian kings, communicated with 
the abbey of St. Germain des Prez. By the injuries of time and the 
Normans, this ancient palace was reduced, in the twelfth century, to 
a maze of ruins; whofe dark recefles were the fcene of licentious love. 

Explicat aula (inus montemque amplectitur alls; 

Multiplici latebr^ fcelerum terfura ruborem. 

----.- pereuntis faepe pudoris 

Celatura nefas, Venerifquc accommoda yitrm. 
(Thefe lines are quoted from the Ajrchitrenius , 1. iv. c. 8., a poetical 
work of John de Hauteville, or Hanville, a Monk of St. Albans, 
about the year 1190. See "Warton's Hiftory of English Poetry, vol. i. 
diflfert. ii.) Yet fuch thefts might be lefs pernicious to mankind, than 
the theological difputes of the Sorbonne , which have been fince 
agitated on the lame ground. Bonamy^ M^m. de TAcad^mie, tom. xv. 

p. 678 6S2. 

' Even in this tumultuous moment, Julian attended to the forms 
of fuperftitious ceremony ; and ofoftinately refufed the inaufpicious ufa 
of a female necklace, or a horfe- collar, which the impatient foidiers 
would have employed in the room of a diadem. 

• An equal proportion of gold and filver, five pieces of the former, 
one pound of the latter; the whole amounting to about fiVe pounds ten 
shillings of our money. 

'• For the whole narrative of this revolt, we may appeal to authentic 
and original materials; Julian himfelf (ad S. P. Q. Athenienfem, 
p. 282, 283, 284*), Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. 44 — 48. in Fabricius 
Biblio.t. Graec. tom vii. p. 269 — 273.), Ammianus (xx. 4.), and Zofimus 
(1. iii. p. L5I, IS2, 153.), who, in the reign of'Julian, appears to 
follow the more refpectable authority of Eunapius. \7ith fuch guides, 
we might neglect the abbreviators and ecclefiaftical hillorians. 

" Eutropius, a refpectable witnefs , ufes a doubtful expreffion, 
** confenfu militum " (x. 15.). Gregory Nazianzen, whofe ignorance 
might excufe his fanaticifm, directly charges the apoftate with pre- 
fumption, madnefs, and impious rebellion, avQx^nxy ec'Tromx^ ocnSeioc, 
Orat. iii. p. 67. 

" Julian, ad S. P. £. Athen. p. 3-84. The deyout Ahhi dc la Brcterie 
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4 

(Vie de Julien* p. I59.) is almoft inclined to refpect the devout pro« 
teftations of a Pagan. 

'^ Ammian. xx. S* with the note of Lindenbrogius on the Genius of 
the empire. Julian himfelf, in a confidential letter to his friend and 
pbyfician, Oribafius (Epifl. xvii. p. 384.), mentions another dream, 
to which, before the event, he gave credit; of a ftately tree thrown to 
the ground, of a fmall plant ftriking a deep root into the tarth. Even 
in his sleep, the mind of the Csefar mufb have been agitated by the hopes 
and fears of his fortune. Zofimus (1. iii. p. 155.) relates a fubfequent 
dream. 

'**- The difficult fituation of the prince of a rebellious army is finely 
defcribed by Tacitus (Hift. i. 80 — 85-). But Otho had much more 
guilt, and much lefs abilities, than Julian. 

'' To this oftenfible epiftle he added, fays Ammianus, private letters, 
objurgatorias et mordaccs, which the hiftorian had not feen, and woul^ 
not have published. Perhaps they never exifted. 

** See the firft tranfactions of his reign, in Julian ad S. P. ^. AtheiF. 
p. 285, 286. Ammianus, xx. 5* 8. liban. Orat. Parent, c. 49, 50w 
p. 273 — 275. 

'7 Liban. Orat. Parent, c, 50. p. 27?, 276. A ftrange diforder, fince 
it continued above feven years. In the factions of the Greek republics, 
the exiles amounted to 20,000 perfons ; and Ifocrates afTures Philip, that 
it would be eafier to raife an army from the vagabonds than from the 
cities. See Hume's Eifays , tom. i. p. 426, 427. 

'* Julian (Epift. xxxviii. p. 4I4*) gives a short defcription ofVefontio, 
or Befanqon : ' a rocky peninfula almoft encircled by the river Doux; 
once a magnificent city, filled with temples > etc. now reduced to a 
iinall town , emerging however from its ruins. 

*' Vadomair entered into the Roman fervice, and was promoted 
from a Barbarian kingdom to the military rank of duke of Phoenicia. 
He ftill retained the fame artful character (Ammian. xxi. 4.); but, 
under the reign of Valens , he fignalifed his valour in the Armenian 
war (xxix. i.) 

** Ammian. xx. 10. xxi. 3, 4- ZoOmus, 1. iii. p. i??, 

*' Her remains were fent to Rome, and interred near thofc of her 
fifter Conftantina« in the fuburb of the Via Nomentana. Ammian. 
xxi. I. Libanius has compofed a very weak apology to jullify his hero 
from a very abfurd charge; of poifoning his wife, and rewarding her 
pbyfician with his mother's jewels. (See the feventh of feventeen new 
orations, published at Venice I7S4, from a MS. in St. Mark's library, 
p 117 — 127.) Elpidius, the Prxtorian prefect of the Eaft, to whole 
evidence the accufer of Julian appeals, is arraigned by Libanius, as 
effeminate and ungrateful; yet the religion of Elpidius is praifed by 
Jerom (tom. i. p. 243.), and his humanity by Ammianus (xxi. 6).^ 

** Feriarum die quem celebrantes menfe Januario, Chriftiani Epiphania 
dictitani* progrefiTuS: ia eorum ecclefiam, folemjuiter nuraine orato 
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difcefflt* Ammian. xxi. 2. Zonaras obrerves , that it was on Chriftmas* 
day, and his afTertion is not inconfiftent.; fince the churches of Egypt* 
Alia, and perhaps Gaul, celebrated on the fame day (the fixth of 
January), the nativity and the baptiCn of their Saviour. The Romans, 
as ignorant as their brethren of the real date of his birth, fixed the 
folemn feftival to the a^th of December, the Brumalia, or winter 
folftice , when the Pagans annually celebrated the birth of the Sun. 
See Bingham's Antiquities of the Chriftian Church, I. xx «. 4* and 
Beaufobre Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, torn. ii. p. 690 — 700. 

^' The public and fecret negociations between Conftantius and 
Julian , muft be extracted , with fome caution , from Julian himfelf 
(Orat. 9d S. P. Q. Athen. p. 286 ), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. si. 
p. £76.)f Ammianus (xx. 9')» Zofimns (1. iii. p. H4)» and even 
Zonaras (tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. 20, 21, 22. ),^who, on this occailon, 
appears to have pofTefTed and ufed fome valuable materials. 

*^ Three hundred myriads, or three millions of medimni, a corn- 
meafure familiar to the Athenians, and which contained fix Roman 
modiL Julian explains , like a foldier and a ftatefman , the danger of 
his fituation , and the necefiity and advantages of an offenfive war 
Oad S. P. Q.. Athen. p. 286, 287-). 

^ ^ See his oration , and the b|haviour of the troops , in Ammian. 
xxi. 5). 

^^ He fternly refufed his hand to the fuppliant praefect, whom he 
fent into Tufcany (Ammian. xxi. S.). Libanius, with favage fury, 
infults Nebridius, applauds the foldiers, and almoft cenfures the hu- 
manity of Julian (Orat. Parent, c. S3* p. 278.). 

^7 Ammian. xxi. 8. In this promotion, Julian obeyed the law 
which he publicly impofed on himfelf. Neque civilis quifquam judei 
nee militaris rector, alio quodam przter merita fufFragante, ad po- 
tiorem veniat gradum ( Ammian. xx. S. ). Abfence did not weaken 
his regard for Salluft« with whofe name (A. D. 363.) he honoured 
Che confulship. ' • 

.^B Ammianus (xxi. 8.) afcribes the fame practice, and the lame 
motive, to Alexander the Great, and other skilful generals. 

** This wood was a part of the great Hercynian foreft, which, in 
the time oi Csefar, ftretched away from the country of the Rauraci 
(Bafil) into the boundlefs regions of the North. See Cluver. Germania 
Antiqua,, 1. iiL c. 47* 

*• Compare Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. S3, p. 278, 279, with Gregory 

^Kazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 68. Even the faint admires the fpeed and 

fecrecy of this march. A modern divine might apply to the progrefs 

•f Julian, the lines which were originally defigned for another apofhite'C 

So eagerly the fiend. 
O'er bog, or ffeep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare, 
"With head, hands, wings, or feet , purfues his way. 
And fwims, or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flics. ) 
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"In that interval the Notitia places two or three fleets* the tau- 
riacenfis (at Lauriacuiu, or Lorch), the Arlapenfis, the Maginenfis; 
find mentions five legions, or cohorts, of Liburnarii , who should be 
a fort of marines. Sect. Iviii. edit. Labb. 

^^ Zofimus alone ( 1. iii. p. 1^6.) has fpecified this intereiling cir- 
cumftance. Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 6, 7,8.), who accom- 
panied Julian, as count of the facred largeiTes, defcribes this voyage 
in a florid and pictorefque manner , challenges Triptolemus and the 
Argonauts of Greece, etc. 

^^ The defcription of Ammianus , which might be fupported by 
collateral evidence, afcertains the precife fituation of the Angufiia 
, Succorum^ or paiTes oi Sued, M. d'Anville, from the trifling refem- 
blance of names, has placed them between Sardica and NaifTus. For 
my own j unification , I am obliged to mentipn the only error which 1 
have difcovered in the maps or writings of that admirable geographer. 

'♦ Whatever circumftancej we may borrow elfcwhere, Ammianus 
(xxi. 8, 9, lo.) ftill fupplies the feries of the narrative. 

3^ Ammian. xxi. 9, lo. Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 54, p. 279, asd; 
Zofimus, 1. iii. p. IS6, 1^7. 

3*^ Julian (ad S. P. Q,. Athen. p. a86.) pofitively aflerts, that he 
intercepted the letters of Conilantius to the Barbarians : and Libanius 
* as pofitively aflirms, that he read them on his march ^o the troops and 
the cities. Yet Ammianus (xxi. 4-) expreffes himfeJf with cool and 
candid hefitation , ^ jamct folius admittenda eft fides. He fpecifies« 
however, an intercepted letter from Vadomair to Conftantius, which 
fuppofes an intimate correfpondence between th^: " Caefar tuus 
y, difciplinam non habet. *' 

3^ Zofimus mentions his epiilles to the Athenians , the Corinthians » 
and the Lacedaemonians. The fubfiance was probably the fame^ 
though the addrels was properly varied. The epifile to the Athenians 
is fiill extant (p. 268 — 287' )• and has afforded much valuable infor- 
mation. It deferves the praifes of the Abb^ de la Bleterie (Pref. \ 
PHifioire de Jovien, p. 24 • 25.), and is one of the beil manifefiocs to 
be found in any^ language. 

" Auctori tuo reverentiam rogamus. Ammian. xxi. 10. It is amufipg 
enough to obferve the fecret conflicts of the fenate between flattery 
and fear. See Tacit. Hift. i. 85. 

39 Tanquam venaticiam prsedam caperet: hoc enim ad leniendum 
fuorum metum fubinde praedicabat, Ammian. xxi. 7. 

^'^ See the fpeech and preparations in Ammianus, xxi. I3> The 
Tile Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from the 
merciful conqueror, who fignified his wish of diminishing his enemies 
and increafing the number of his friends (xxii. I4.)« 

^' Ammian* xxi. 7* ti« 12. He feems to defcribe, with fuperfluous 

^^«^bour, the operations of the fiege of Aqtiileia, which, on this occafion, 

maintained its impregnable fame. Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p. $b.> 
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•rcribes this accidental revolt to the wifdom of Conftantius , whofe 
affured victory he announces with fome appearance of truth. Conftantio 
quern credebat procul dubio fore victorem: neino enim omnium tune 
ab hac conftanti fententia difcrepebat. Ammian. xxi. 7. 

^' His death and character are faithfully delineated by Ammianns 
(xxi. 14, 15, 16. )» and we are authorifed to defpife and deteft the 
foolish calumny of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 6S-)t who accufes Julian of 
contriving the death of his benefactor. The private repentance of the 
emperor, that he had fpared and promoted Julian (p. 69. and Orat. xxi. 
p. 3S9>)« is not improbable in itfelf, nor incompatible with the public 
verbal teilament, which prudential confiderations might dictate in the 
laft moments of his life. 

^' In defcribing the triumph of Julian, Ammianus (xxii. I, 2,) 
aiTumes the lofty tune of an orator or poet ; while Libanius (Orat. 
Parent, c. 56. p. 281.) (inks to the grave fimplicity of an hiilorian. 

♦♦ The funeral of Conftantius is defcribed by Ammianus (xxi. 16), 
Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. Ii9.)f Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. 
xi. 27. ), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ivi. p. 283.), and Philoftorgius. (I. vi. 
c. 6. 'with Godefroy's Diflertations > p. 26S.). Thefe writers, and their 
followers , Pagans , Catholics , Arians , beheld with very different eyes 
both the dead and the living emperor. ^ 

♦5 The day and year of the birth of Julian are not perfectly afcertained. 
The day is probably the fixth of November , and the year muft be either 
331 or 332. Tilleraont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 693. Ducange, 
Fam. Byzantin. p. so. 1 have preferred the earlier date. 

♦* Julian; himfelf (p. 2^3 — 2*57.) has expreflfed thefe philofophical 
ideas, with much eloquence, and fome affectation, in a very elaborate 
cpiftle to Themiftius. The Abb6 de la Bleterie (tom. ii. p. 146 — 193.), 
who has given an elegant translation , is inclined to believe that it was 
the celebrated Themiftius, whofe orations are ftill extant. 

♦7 Julian ad Themift. p. 2S8. Petavius (not. p. 9S.) obferves, that 
this paiTage is taken from the fourth book de Legibus; but either Julian 
quoted. from memory, or his MSS. were different from ours. Xenophoa 
opens the Cyropaedia with a iimilar reflection. 

" ♦* O fe uy^^uTTOV TtiXivojv ocoxsiv t Tt^o'i^Yi^i xKi 6v^iov, Ariftot. ap. 
Julian, p. 261. The MS. of Voffius, unfatisfied with a fingle beaff, 
affords the ftronger reading of ^>ip<a , which the experience of defpotifm 
may warrant. 

♦• Libanius (Orat. Parentalis, c. Ixxxiv. Ixxxv. p. 310, 31 t, 312.) 
has given this intereftiug detail of the private life of Julian. He himfelf 
(in Mifopogon, p. 3SO. ) mentions his vegetable diet, and upbraids the 
grofs and fenfual appetite of the people of Antioch. 

5' Lectulus . . . Veftalium toris purior^ is the praife which Mamer* 
tinus (Panegyr. Vet. xi. 13.) addreiTes to Julian himfelf. Libanius 
affirms, in fober peremptory language , that Julian never knew a 
woman before his marriage, Or after the death of His wife (Orat. Parent. 

c. Iiixxviii* 
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c. Ixxxviii. p. 313.}. The chaftity of Julian is confirmed by the impar* 
tial teftimony of Ammianus (xxv. 4.)> And the v^rtial fileiice of the 
Cbriftians. Yet Julian ironically urges the reproach of the people or 
Antioch , that he almofi a/ways (ca)^ STTi'Trocv -, in Mifopogon. p. 34^0 
lay alone. This fufpieious exprtflion is explained by the Ahbi de la 
Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn. .ii. p. 103 — 109O with candour and 
ingenuity. 

5' See Salmafius ad Sueton. in Claud, c. xxi. A twenty -fifth race , 
ox mijj'us ^ was added, to complete the number of one hundred chariots, 
four of which, the four colours, ftarted each heat. " 

Centum quadrijugos agitabo ad fiumina currus^ 
It appears, that they ran five or,feven times round the Meta (Sueton. 
in Domitian. c. 4.)? and (from the mcafure of the Circus Maximns 
at Rome , the Hippodrome at Conflantinople , etc. ) it might be about 
a four -mile courfe. 

'* Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 340. Julius Csfar had offended the Roman 
people by readinj; his difpatches during the actual race. Auguftus 
indulged their tafte, or his own, by his conftant attention to the im- 
portant bufincfs of the circus, for which he profefled the warmeft iucli- 
nation. Sueton. in Auguft. c. xlv. 

5' The reformation of the palace is defcribed by Ammianus (xxii. 4.\ 
Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ixii. p.a88, etc.), Mamertinus (in Pancgyr. 
Vet. xi. II.), Socrates (1. iii. c. i.), and Zonaras (tom^. 1. xiii. p. 24.) 

5* Ego noH rationaUm jufii fed tonforem acciri. Zonaras ufes the 
iefs natural image of 2i fenator. Yet an officer of the finances, wh6\ 
was fatiated with wealth , might defire and obtain the honours of the 
fenate. 

are the original words of Libanius, which I have faithfully quoted, 
Jeft I should be fufpected of magnifying the abufcs of the royafl 
houfehold. 

** The exprellions of Mamertinus are lively and forcible. Q."in etiam 
prandiorum et coenarum laboratas maghitudines Romanus populus 
feufit; cum quxfitiffimse dapes non guftu fed difficultatibus seftimarentur; 
miracnla avium, longinqui maris pifces, alierti tcmporrs poma, seftivx 
ijives , hybcrnae rofae. 

''' Yet Julian himfelf was accufed of beftowing whole towns on the 
eunuchs ^Orat. vii. againft Polyclet. p. 117 — 127.). Libanius contents 
himfelf with a cold but pofitivc denial of the fact, which feems indeed 
to belong more properly to Conftantius. This charge, however, may 
allude to fome unknown circumftance. 

5* In the Mifopogon (p. 338, 339.) he draws a very fingular picture 
of himfelf , and the following words arc ftran^ely churacteriftic; ccvtq'; 
7rcoTihix,y. rov l2ocSvv Ti/nvi 7rc>^y(»ivx . . . roivroc rot dtx^i^ivruiM ocv£%0/U«/ 
Vol, IV. A * 
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rwv ^^£/fwv off-^ff £v XoyjuLn rwv Sn^iuv, The friends of the Abb^ de la 
^Bleterie adjured him, in the name of the French nation, not to trans- 
late this paiTage, fo ofFenfife to their delicacy (Hift. de Jovien, torn. if. 
p. 94.). Like him, I ha?e contented myfelf with a tranfient allufion ; 
but the little animal , which Julian names « is a beaft familiair to man , 
and Ggnifies love. 

5* Julian, epift. xxiii. p. 389. He ufes the words ;ToXfj«^«Xov JS^«v, 
in writing to his friend Hermogenes, who, like himfelf, was converCint 
with the Greek potis. 

*•* The two Salluils, the prsefect of Gaul, and the praefect of the 
Eaft, muft be carefully diilinguished (Hift. des Enipereurs, tom. iv. 
p. 696.). I have iifed the furname of Secundus, as a convenient epithet. 
The fecond Salluft extorted the elleem of the Chriftians themfelves; 
and Gregory Nazianzen, who condemned his religion, has celebrated 
his virtues (Orat. iii. p. 90.). See a curious note of the Abb^ de la 
Bleterie, Vie de Julien, p. 363. 

*' Mamertinus praifes the emperor (xi. i.) for beftowing the offices 
of Treafurer and Prxfect on a man of wifdom, firmnefs, integrity, 
etc. like himfelf. .Yet Ammianus ranks him (xxi. i. ) among the mi- 
nifters of Julian , quorum merita ndrat et fidem. 

** The proceedings of this chamber of juftice are related by Am- 
mianus (xxii. 3-\ and praifed by Libanius < (Orat. Parent, c. 74. 
p. 299, 300.) 

*' Urfuli vero necem ipfa mihi videtur fl^flTe juftitia. Libanius, who 
imputes his death to the foldiers , attempts to criminate the count of 
the largefles. 

'^ Such refpect was ftill entertained for the venerable names of the 
commonwealth, that the public was furprifed and fcandalized to hear 
Taurus fummoned as a criminal under the confulship of Taurus. The 
fummons of his colleague Florentius was probably delayed till the 
commencement of the enfuing year. 

*' Ammian. xx. 7. 

*^ For the guilt and punishment of Artemius , fee Julian , (Epift. x. 
p. 379.), and Ammianus (xxii. 6. and Valef. ad loc. ). The merit of 
Artemius, who demolished temples, and was put to death by an apoftate, 
has tempted the Greek and Latin churches to honour him as a martyr. 
But as eccleGaftical hiftory attefts, that he was not only a tyrant, 
but an Arian , it is not altogether eafy to juftify this indifcreet promo- 
tion. Tillemont, M^m. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 1319. 

^^ See Ammian. xxii. 6. and Valef. ad locum; and the Codex Theo- 
dofianus, 1. ii. tit. xxxix. leg. i.; and Godefroy's Commentary, tom. i. 
p. 218 « ad locum. 

*' The prefide^t Montefquieu ( Confiderations fur la Grandeur, etc. 
des Romains, c. xiv. in his works, tom. iii. p. 448, 449.) excufes this 
minute and abfurd tyranny, by fuppofing, that actions the mod indifl 
ftrent in 9ur eyes might excite, in a Roman mind, the idea of guilt 
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and danger. This ftrange apology is fupported by a ftrange mirapprfe- 
henfion of the English laws, ** chez une nation ... ou 11 ^ft d^fendii 
„ de boirc k la fant^ d'une certaine perfonne. " 

*" The clemency of Julian, and the confpiracy which was formed 
againft his life at Antioch, are defcribed by Amniiahus (xxii. 9, 10. 
and Valef. ad loc), and Libanius ( Orat. Parent, c. 99. p. 323.) 

7« According to fome, fays Ariftotle (as he is quoted by Julian ad 
Thcmift. p. 261.), the form of abfolute government, the 'pra/uLJSxtnXux^ 
is contrary to nature. Both the prince and the philofopher chufe, how- 
ever, to involve this eternal truth in artful and laboured obfcurity. 

7* That fentiment is exprefled almoft in the words of Julian himfelf. 
Ammian. xxii. 10. 

7^ Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 9^. p. 320.), who mentions the wish 
and delign of Julian, iniinuates, in myfterlous language iSsoiVy yrca 
yvovTojy .... aXX rv uflistvuv KuTwoiV) , that the emperor was 
reflrained by fome particular revelation. 

7J Julian in Mifopogon , p. 343. As he never abolished, by any 
public law, the proud appellations of Defpot, ox Dominus, they are 
ftillexunton his medals (Ducangc, Fam. Byzantin. p. 38, 39.3: and 
the private difpleafure which he aiFected to exprefs, only gave a different 
tone to the fervility of the court. The Abb^ de la Bleterie (Hid de 
Jovien 4 tom. ii. p. 99 — 102.) has curiously traced the origin and 
progrefs of the word Dominus under the Imperial government. 

7+ Ammian. xxii. 7. The conful Mamertinus (in Panegyr. 
Vet. xi. 28, 29, 30.) celebrates the aufpicious day, like an elo- 
quent slave, afionished and intoxicated by the condefcenfion of hit 
matter. 

7' Perfonal fatire was condemned by the Jaws of the twelve 
tables : 

Si male condiderit in quem quis cari^na, jus efl^ 

Judiciumque. 

Julian (in Mifopogon, p. 337.) owns himfelf fubject to the law; and 
the Abb^ de la Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 92.) has eagerly 
embraced a declaration fo agreeable to his own fyftem, and indeed to 
the true fpirit, of the Imperial conilitution. 

7« Zofimus, 1. iii. p. is8. 

^^ « Tyig l^ovXng «r%v? ol/f^JJ ^oXcw? sg-^v. See Libanius (Orat. Parent, 
c. 71' P* 296), Ammianus (xxii. 9.)» and the Theodolian Code (1. xii. 
tit. i. leg. 50 — SS,) with Godefroy's Commentary (tom. iv. p. 390 — - 
402.). Yet the whole lubject of the Curia ^ notwithftanding very 
ample materials, ftill remains the moil obfcure in the legal hiliory of 
the empire. 

7^ ^use paulo ante arida et iiti anhelantla vifebantur, ea nunc perlui« 
mundari « madere; Fora* Deambulacra, 6ymnaiia> Ixtis et ganden- 
tibus populis frequentari ; dies feftos, et celebrari veteres, et novoa 
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in honorem principis conrecrari (Mamertin. xi. 9.). He particularly 
reftored the city of Nicopolis, and the Actiac games, wliich had been 
inftituted by Aiiguftus. 

"^^ Julian. Epift. xxxv. p. 407 — 4ii- This epiflle, which illuftrates 
the declining age of Greece, is omitted by the Abb^ de la Bleterie; and 
flrangely disfigured by the Latin translator, who, by rendering arsXs/a* 
tributnm, and i^kwTOii •, populus, directly contradicts the fenfe of the 
original. 

** tie reigned in Mycenae, at the diftance of fifty ftadia, or fix 
miles, from Argos; but thofe cities which alternately flourished, are 
confounded by the Greek poets. Strabo, 1. viii. p. 579. edit. Amftel. 1707. 
*^ Marsham, Canon. Chron. p. 421. This pedigree from Temenus 
and Hercules may be-fnrpicious ; yet it was allowed, after a ftrict 
enquiry by the judges of the Olympic games (Herodot. 1. v. c. 22.), 
at a time when the Macedonian kings were obfcure and unpopular in 
Greece. 'When the Achaean league declared againft Philip, it was 
thought decent that the deputies of Argos should retire (T. Liv. xxxii. 22.). 
** His eloquence is celebrated by Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 7S, 75. 
p. 500, 301.), who diftinctly mentions the orators of Homer. Socrates 
(1. iii. c. T.) has rashly aflerted that Julian was the only prince, fince 
Julius Caefar , who harangued the fenate. All the pred^cefTors of Nero 
(Tacit. Annal. xiii. 3-), and many of his fuc^cefTors, poiTefred the faculty 
of fpeaking in public ; and it might be proved by various examples , 
that they frequently exercifed it in the fenate. 

•' Ammianus (xxii. 10.) has imparcially ftated the merits and defects 
of his judicial proceedings. Libanins (Orat. Parent, c. 90, 91. p. 31^ t 
etc.) has fecn only the fair fide, and his picture, if it flatters the 
perfon, exprefles at leafi: the duties, of the Judge. Gregory Nazianzen 
(Orat. iv. p. 120.), who fupprefTes the virtues, and exaggerates even 
the venial faults , of the fpoftate, triumphantly asks, VT-^hether fuch 
a judge was fit to be feated between Minos and Rhadamanthus , in rhe 
ElyQan fields? 

'♦ Of the laws which Julian enacted in a reign of fixteen months, 
fifty-four have been admitted into the Codes of Theodofius and Juf- 
tinian. (Gothofred. Chron. Legum, p. 64 — 67.) The Ahb6 de la 
Bleterie (torn. ii. p. 329 — 33<>.) has chofen one of thefe laws to give 
an idea of Julian's Latin flyle , which is forcible and elaborate, but 
lefs pure than his Greek. 

•J . - - - Ductor fortiffimus armis; 

Conditor ct legum celeberrimus ; ore manAqne 
Confultor patriae; fed non confultor habendae 
Religionisj amans tercentum millia Divum. 
Perfidus ille Deo, fed «on et perfidus orbi. 

Prudent. Apotheofis, 450, etc. 
The confcioufnefs of a generous Sentiment Teems to have raifed the 
Chriftian poet above his ufual mediocrity. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

' I shall tranfcribe fome of his own expreflions from a short reli- 
gious difcourfe which the Imperial pontiff compofed to cenfure the 
bold impiety of a Cynic: Axx' Oyttwj i^r« ^>} ri ra? hag Tre^^iKoc^ Text 
OiXu 9 Koti o-g^w 9 x«< M^o/Lixi y xxt 7rxv$^ xnXojg tx toixvtx ttXg-x^ » 
oa^ofi^ XV rig y.xl btx tt^oc xyxSag htrzirorxg , 'Ttoog ^i^xa-xxXag > ^pe; 
rrxTS^xg"^ Tr^og y,y}^siULOvxg» Orat. vii. p. 212. The variety and copioufnefs 
of the Greek*^ongue feems inadequate 10 the fervour of his devotion. 

* The orator, with fome eloquence > much enthuCafm , and more 
vanity, addrefTes his difcourfe to heaven and earth, to men and anii^eis, 
to the living and the dead ; and above all , to the great Conilantius 
isi Ttg xi<rdmigj an odd Pagan expreflion.) He concludes with a bold 
affurance, that he has erected a monument not lefs durable .^ and much 
more portable, than the columns of Hercules. See Greg. Nazianzen, 
Orat. iii. p. 50. iv. p. 134. 

' See this long invective, which has been injudiciously divided into 
two orations, in Gregory's Works, torn. i. p. 49 — 134. Paris, i6%o. 
It was published by Gregory and his friend Bafil (iv. p. T33), about 
fix months after the death of Julian, when his remains had been carried 
to Tarfus (iv. p. 120.); but while Jovian was ftill on the throne (iii. 
p. 54. iv. p. 117-). I have derived much afliftance from a French verfion 
and remarks, printed at Lyons 1735- , 

* Nicomedisc ab Eufebio educatus Epifcopo, quem genere longius 
contingebat. (Ammian. xxii. 9.) Julian never exprcfTes any gratitude 
towards that Arian prelate; but he celebrates his preceptor, the eunuch 
Mardonius, and defcribes his mode of education , which infpired his 
pupil with a pafiionate admiration for the genius, and perhaps the 
religion, of Homer. Mifopogon, p. 3Si, 3S2. 

' Greg. Naz. iii. p. 70. He laboured to efface that holy mark in the 
blood, perhaps of a Taurobolium. Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A. D. ^'?t.N*' 3, 4. 

* Julian himf^lf (Epift. li. p. 4^4-) affures the Alexandrians that he 
had been a Chriflian (he muft mean a fincere one) till the twentieth 
year of his age. 

^ See his Chriflian , and even ecclefiaftical education, in Gregory 
(iii. p. 58.), Socrates (1. iii. c. T.), and Sozomen , (1. v. c. 2.). He 
efcaped very narrowly from being a bishop, and perhaps a faint. 

• The share of the worlj which had been allotted to Gallus, was 
pi;pfecuted with vigour and fuccefs ; but the earth obilinatcly rejected 
and fubverted the ftructures which were irapofcd by the facrilegious 
hand of Julian. Greg. iii. p. S9, 60, 6r. Such a partial earthquake, 
attefted by many living fpectators, would form one of the cleareft 
miracles in ecclefiaftical ftory. 

• The philofopher (Fragment, p. 288.) ridicules the iron -chains, 
etc. of thefe folitary fanatics (fee TilUmont, M6m. EccHf. torn. ix. 
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p. 661 » 662.) > who had forgot that man is by nature a gentle and 
focial animal , av^^aysfa ^vvst ^ohiTtxa ^om xou rf^^a* The Pagan 
fuppores, that becaufe they had renounced the gods, they were pof- 
feifed and tormented by evil daemons. 

'° See Julian apud Cyril. 1. vi. p. 206. 1. viii. p. 253- 262. ** You 
„ perfecute , *' fays he , " thofe heretics who do not mourn the dead 
„ man precifely in the way which you approve. " He shews himfelf 
a tolerable theologian; but he maintains that the Chriftian Trinity is 
not derived from the doctrine of Paul, of Jefus, or of Hofes. 

" Libanius, Orat. Parentalis c. 9, 10. p. 232, etc. Greg. Nazianzen, 
Orat. iii. p. 61. Eunap. Vit. Sophift. in Maximo, p. 68, 69, 70. Edit. 
Commelin. 

'* A modern philoCopher has ingeniously compared the different 
operation of theifm and polytheifm, with regard to the doubt or 
conviction which they produce in the human mind. See Hume's 
Eflays, vol. ii. p. 444 — 4^7- in 8vo edit. 1777- 

^' The Idsean mother landed in Italy about the end of the fecond 
Funic war. The miracle of Claudia « either virgin or matron, who 
cleared her fame by difgracing the graver modelly of the Roman ladies, 
is atteftcd by a cloud of witnefles. Their evidence is collected by 
Drakenborch (ad Silium Italicum, xvii. 33.): but we may obferve that 
Livy (xxix. 14.} slides over the tranfaction with difcreet ambiguity. 

'♦ I cannot refrain from trani^ribing the eniphatical words of Julian: 
efJLoi h ioycit Toctg 'Tro'Kivi 9ri<^ivuv jULxyj^ov toc Totxvrx , >! roxrrota-t rot; 
xoAtiJ/Oif » cJv TO ^Ia^xocoiov ^§i,uv fJLSVt vyug h ais iv /^XsTtst, Orat, v. 
p. 161. Julian likewife declares his firm belief in the anciiia, the holy 
shields, which dropt from heaven on the Quirinal hill; and pities the 
ftrange blindnefs of the Qhriflians, who preferred the crofs to thefe 
celeftial trophies. Apud Cyril. 1. vi. p. I94> 

'5 See the principles of allegory , in Julian (Orat. vii. p. 216.222.). 
His reafoning is lefs abfurd than that of fom^ modern theologians, 
who aflert that an extravagant or contradictory doctrine muft be divine ; 
fince no man alive could have thought of inventing it. 

'* Eunapius has made thefe fophiils the fubject of a partial and 
fanatical hiftory : and the learned Brucker ( Hift. Philofoph. torn. ii. 
p. 217 — 303.) has employed much labour to illuftrate their obfcure 
lives , and incomprehenlible doctrines. 

'^ Julian, Orat. vii. p. 222. He fwejrs with the moft fervent and 
enthuliaftic devotion; and trembles, left he should betray too much 
of thefe holy myfteries, which the profane might deride with an 
impious Sardonic laugh. 

'* See the Hfth oration of Julian. But all the allegories which ever 
iflued from the Platonic fchool , are not worth the short poem of 
Catullus on the fame extraordinary fubject. The. tranHtion of Atys, 
from the wildeft enthufiafm to fober pathetic complaint, for his irre- 
trievable lofs, mnft infpire a man with pity, an eunuch with defpair. 
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" The true religion of Julian may be deduced from the Csefars; 
p. 308. with Spanheim's notes and illuftrations , from the fragments 
in Cyril, I. ii. p. 57, 58. and efpecially from the theological oration 
in Solem Regem, p. 130 — 1S8. addrefled , in the confidence of 
friendship, to the prsefect Salluft. 

^'* Julian adopts this grofs ponception^ by afcHbing it to his fa- 
vourite Marcus Antonin.us (Caefares, p. 333'). The Stoics and Pla- 
tonifts hefitated between the analogy of bodies, and the purity of 
Ipirits; yet the gravefl philofophers inclined to the whimfical fancy of 
Ariftophanes and Lucian, that an unbelieving age might flarve the 
immortal gods. See.Obfervations de Spanheim, p. 384.444, etc. 

*' HXiov Xsyw, TO ^<nv uyxXjuLoc 3t«* SiU.4/t;;^ov , xoci tvvav, jcoc* 
wyxSos^yov ra votira ^ocT^og. Julian , epift. xli. In another place ( apud 
Cyril. I. ii. p. 69), he calls the Sun, God, and the throne of God. 
Julian believed the Flatonician Trinity ; and only blames the Chriftians 
for preferring a mortal, to an immortal. Logos. 

^^ The fophifts of Eunapius perform as many miracles as the faints 
of the defert; and the only circumilance in their favour is, that they 
are of a leis gloomy complexion. Inftead of devils with horns and 
tails, lambliehus evoked the genii of love, Eros and Anteros, from 
two adjacent fountains. Two beautiful boys iflued from the water, 
fondly embraced him as their father, and retired at his command. 
p. 26, 27. 

*' The dexterous management of thefe fophifts, who played their 
credulous pupil into each other's hands, is fairly told by Eunapius 
(p. 69 — 76.), with unfufpecting fimplicity. The Abb€ de la Bleterie 
underftands , and neatly defcribes, the whole comedy (Vie de Julien, 
p. 61 — 67.). 

** When Julian , in a momentary panic , made the fign of the crofs, 
the daemons inftantly difappeared (Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 7i.)- Gregory 
fuppofes that they were frightened , but the priefts declared that they 
were indignant. The reader, according to the meafure of his faith, 
will determine this profound queftion. 

*5 A dark and diftant view of the termors and joys of initiation is 
shewn by Dion.Chryfoftom.Themiilius, Proclus,land Stobaeus.The learned 
author of the Divine Legation has exhibited their words (vol. i. p. 239- 
247, S48. 280. edit. 1765.), which he dexterously or forcibly applies 
to his own hypothefis. 

** Julian's modefty confined him to obfcure and occafional hints ; 
but Libanius expatiates with pleafure on the fads and vifions of the 
religious hero (Legat. ad Julian, p. 157. and Orat. Parental, c. Ixxxiii. 
p. 309, 310.). 

> ^7 Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. x. p. 233 , 234. Gallus had fome reafon 
to fufpect the fecret apoftacy of his brother; and in a letter, which 
may be received as genuine, he exhorts Julian to adhere to the religion 
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of their anceftors ; an argument, which, as it should feem , was not 
yet perfectly ripe. See Julian. Op. p. 4S4. and Hift. de Jovien , torn, ii, 

p. T4I. 

-* Gregory (iii. p. so.), with inhuman zeal, cenfures Conftantius 
for fparing the infant apollate (jtowcw^ (ra;^£vr«). His French translator 
(p. :6s.) cautiously obferves , that fuch expreflions muft not be prifes 
k Yd lettre. 
'^^ Libanius Orat. Parental, c. ix. p. 233. _ 

'° Fabricius (Biblioth. Grace. 1. v. c. viii. p. 88 90.) and Lardner 

(Heathen Teftimonies , vol. iv. p. 44 — 47-) have accurately compiled 
all that can now be difcovered of Julian's work againft the Chriflians. 
5'>About feventy years after the death of Julian, he executed a task 
which had been feebly attempted by Philip of Side, a prolix and con- 
temptible writer. Even the work of Cyril has not entirely fatisfied the 
jtioft favourable judges: and the Abb6 de la Bleterie (Preface k PHiil. 
de Jovien, p. 30. 3"-) wishes that fome theolcgien philofophc (a ftrange 
pentaiir) would undertake the refutation of Julian. 

5* Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. Ixxxvii. ll. p. 3I3.), who has been fuf- 
pected of aflifting his friend, prefers this divine vindication (Orat. ix. 
in necem Julian, p. 2^<;. edit. Morel.) to the writings of Porphyry. 
His judgment may be arraigned (Socrates > 1. iii. c. 23.)* but Libanius 
cannot be accufeil of flattery to a dead prince. 

'* Libanius Orat. Parent, c. Iviii. p. 283, 284.) has eloquently 
explained the tolerating principles and conduct of his Imperial friend. 
In a very remarkable epillle to the people of Boftra, Julian himfelf 
( epift. Iii.) profefles his moderation , and belrays his zeal; which is 
acknowledged by Ammianus, and expofed by Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 72.). 
'* In Greece, the temples of Minerva were opened by his exprefs 
command, before the death of Conftantius (Liban. Orat. Parent, c. s^. 
p. 2S0.); and Julian declares himfelf a pagan in his public manifefto 
to the Athenians. This unqueflionable evidence may correct the haily 
a^Tertion of Ammianus, who feeras to fuppofe Conftantinople to be the 
place where he difcovered his attachment to the gods. 

^^ Ammianus, xxii. 5- Sozomen , 1. v. c. ^. Beftia moritur, tran- 
quillitas redit .... omnes epifcopi qui de propriis fedibus fuerant 
exterminati per indulgentiam novi principis ad ecclelias tedeunt. Jerom. 
adverfus Luciferianos, tom. ii. p. 143. Optatus accufes the Donatifts 
for owing their fafcty to an apoftate (1. ii. c. 16. p. 36, 37- edit 
Dupin). . 

^^ The rettoration of the Pagan worship is defcribed by Julian 
(Mifopogon, p. 34f'-), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 60. p. 286, 287. and 
Orat. Confular. ad Julian, p. 24s, 24^. edit. Morel.), Ammianus (xxii. 
12. )» and Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 121.). Thefe writers agree 
in the elfential, and even minute, facts: but the different lights in 
which they view the extreme devotion of Jqlian, are exprefjive of the 
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gradations of felf • applaufe , paflionate admiration, mild reproof, and 
partial invective. 

'-' See Julian. Epiftol. xlix. Ixii , Ixiii. and a long and curious 
fragment, without beginning or e.nd (p. 288 — 305.). The fupreme 
pontiff derides the Mofaic hiftory, and the Chriftian difcipline, prefers 
the Greek poets to the Hebrevi' prophets, and palliates, with the skill* 
of a Jefuit, the relative worship of images. 

'* The exultation of Julian (p. 3oi.), that thefc impious fects, 
and even their writings, are extinguished, niay be confiilent enough 
with the facerdotal character: but it is unworthy of a philofopher to 
wish that any opinions and arguments the moil repugnant to his own 
should be concealed from the knowledge of mankind. 

'• Yet he infinuates, that the Chriilians, under the ptetence of 
charity, inveigled children from their religion and parents, conveyed 
them on shipboard, and devoted thofe victims to a life of poverty or 
fervitude in a remote country (p. 305'). Had the charge been prove4» 
it was his duty, not to complain , but to punish. 

*" Gregory Nazianzcn is facetious, ingenious, and argumentative 
(Orat. iii. p. loi , T02, etc.). He ridicules the folly of fuch vain 
imitation; and amufes himfelf with inquiring, what leflbns, moral or 
theological , could be extracted from the Grecian fables. 

** He accufes one of his pontiffs of a fecret confederacy with the 
Chriftian bishops and presbyters ( Epift. Ixii.). Opwv av TToT^rv /ulsv 
o'Kty(ji)pixv acoiv rm.iv Ttp^ ra; Siag ^ and again, ry-ocg h aroi pocSvfJLc*); y 
etc. Epift. Ixiii. 

** He praifes the fidelity of Callixeiie, prieftefs of Ceres, who had 
been twice as conftant as Penelope, and rewards her with the priefthood 
of the Phrygian goddefs at Peflinus (Julian. Epift. xxi.). He applauds 
the firmnefs of Sopater of Hierapolis, who had been repeatedly prefTed 
by Conftantius and Gallus to apoftati^e (Epift. xxvii. p. 401.). 

♦' O Ss vofJu'Cutv x^z'h.^lot Xoyn'; re xxt hujv t^px. Orat. Parent, c. 77- 
p. 302. The fame fentiment is frequently inculcated by Julian, Liba- 
nius, and the reft of their party. 

♦♦ The curidjjty and credulity of the emperor, who tried every 
mode of divination, are fairly expofed by Ammianus, xxii. 12. 

*' Julian. Epift. xxxviii. Three other epiftles (xv. xvf: xxxix. ) in 
the fame ftylc of friendship and confidence, are addrefTed to the philo-* 
fopher Maximus. 

*^ Eunapius (in Maximo, p. 77, 73, 79, and in Chryfanthio, 
p. 147 » 14S.) has minutely related thefe anecdotes, which he con- 
ceives to be the moft important events of the age. Yet he fairly con- 
fefTes the frailty of Maximus. His reception at Conftantinople is dcfrribed 
by libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 86. p. 301.) and Ammianus (xxii. 7.). 

^7 Chryfanthius , who had refufed to quit Lydia, was created 
high.prieft of the province. His cautious and temperate ufe of power 
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fecured him after the revolution; and he lived in peace; while Maximus^ 
Prifcus , etc. were perfecuted by the Chriflian minifters. Sec the adven- 
tures of thofe fanatic fophifts, collected by Brucker, torn. ii. p 281 — 293. 

*' See Libanlus (Orat. Parent, c. lor , 102. p. 324, 325;, 326.) and 
Eunapius (Vit. Sophift. in Proacrello, p. 126.). Some fludents, whofe 
expectations perhaps were groundlefs, or extravagant, retired in difguft 
'(Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. p. 120.). It is Ilrange that we thould not be 
able to contradict the title of one of Tillemont's chapters (Hiil. des 
Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 960.), "La Cour de Julien eft pleine de 
philofophes et de gens perdQs. " 

*• Under the reign of Lewis XIV. his fubjects of every rank afpired 
to the glorious title o£ ConvertiJJcur , expreffive of their zeal and fuccefs 
in making profelytes. The word and the idea are growing obfolete in 
France; may they never be introduced into England! 

'^ See the ftrong expreflions of Libanius, which were probably thofe 
of Julian himfelf (Orat. Parent, c. S9. p. ags.). 

*' When Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. x. p. 167.) is defirous to magnify 
the Chriftian firmnefs o( his brother Cxrarius , phyfieian to the Imperial 
courts he owns that Cxfarius difputed with a formidable adverfary , 
^oXw £v oTt^^i^ , %xt juLsyxv iv hoyoiv ietvGT>iTi» In his invectives , he 
fcarcely allows any share of wit or courage to the apoftate. 

'^ Julian. Epift. xxxviii. Ammianus > xxii. 12. Adeo ut in dies 
psene fingulos milites carnis diftentiore fagina victitantes incultius , 
potufque aviditate correpti, humeris impofiti tranfeuntium per plateas, 
ex publicis aedibus .... ad fua diverforia portarentur. The devout 
prince and the indignant hiftorian defcribe the fame fcene; and in 
Illyricum or Antioch , fimilar caufes muft have produced fimilar 
effects. 

5' Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 74, 75. 83 — 86.) and Libanius (Orat Parent. 
c. Ixxxi, Ixxxii. p. 307* 3o8.) 'prs^t ravDiv t>iv o-^y J>jv , yx oc^vy/nou 
'ttXhtov ocv^XaxrSut fjLeyocv. The fophift owns and juftifies the expence 
of thefe military converfions. 

5* Julian's epiftle (xxv.) is addreflcd to the community of the Jews 
Aldus (Venet. 1499.) has branded it with an u y}fyia'iogf but this 
iligma is juftly removed by the fubfequent editors, Petavius and 
Spanheim. The epiftle is mentioned by Sozomen (L v. c. 22.), and 
4he purport of it is confirmed by Gregory (Orat. if. p. iii.), and by 
Julian himfelf. Fragment, p. 29s. 

^^ The Mifnah denounced death againft thofe who abandoned the 
foundation. The judgment of zeal is explained by Marsham (Canon. 
Chron. p. I6i, 162. edit. fol. London, 1672.) and Bafhage (Hift. des 
Juifs, tom. viii. p. 110.). Conftantine made a law to protect Chriftian 
conyerts from Judaifin. Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit viii. leg. I. Godefroy. torn, 
vi. p. 21S. 

5* Et interea (during the civil war of Magnentius ) Judaeorum feditio, 
qui Patricium nefaric in regni fpeciem fuftulerunt^ oppreffa. Aurelios 
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Victor, in Conftantio, c. xlii. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereors, 
torn. iv. p. 379,* in 4to. 

57 The city and fynagogue of Tiberias are curiously defcribed by 
Reland. Paleftin. torn. ii. p. 1036 — 1042. 

5' Bafnage has fully illuftrated the ilate of the Jews under Conftantine 
and his fkcceflbrs (torn. viii. c. iv. p. iii — 153>)* 

5* Reland (Paleilin. I. i. p. 309. 390. 1. iii. p. 838.) defcribes, with 
learning and perfpicuity , Jerufalem, and the face of the adjacent 
country. 

** I have confulted a rare and curious trcatife of M. d'Anville (fur 
Tancienne Jerufalem, Paris 1747. p. 75.). The circumference of the 
ancient city (Eufeb. Prseparat. Evangel. 1. ix. c. 3'>) was twenty-feven 
ftadia, or aS50 toifes, A plan, taken on the fpot, affigns no more 
than 1980 for the modern town. The circuit is defined by natural 
land -marks, which cannot be miftaken, or removed. 

*** See two curious paiTages in Jerom. (torn. i. p. 102. tom. Yi. p. 31^.), 
and the ample details of Tillemont (Hiil. des Empereurs, torn. i. 
p. S69. tom. ii. p. 289. 294. 4to edition). 

*'. Eufebius, in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii. c. 25; — 47- ST — S3. The 
emperor likewife built churches at Bethlem, the Mount of Olives, and 
the oak of Mambre. The holy fepulchre is defcribed by Sandys (Travels, 
p. 125 — 133.), and curiously delineated by Le Bruyn (Voyage au 
Levant, p. 288 — 296.). 

** The Itinerary from Bourdeaux. to Jerufalem, was compofed in 
the year 333, for the ufc of pilgrims; among whom Jerom (tom. i. 
p. 126. ) mentions the Britons and the Indians. The caufes of this 
fuper(litious fashion are difcuffed in the learned -and judicious preface 
of Wefleling (Itinerar. p. 537 — S45.) 

^3 Cicero (de Finibus, v. i.) has beautifully expreffed the common 
fenfe of mankind. 

'^ Baronius (Anual. EccleC A. D. 326. N** 42 — 50.) and Tillemont 
(M^m. Eccl^f. tom. vii. p. 8 — 16.) are the hiftorians and champions 
of the miraculous invention of the crofs, under the reign of Conftantine. 
Their oldeil witnefTes are Paulinus > Sulpicius Severus, Rufinus, 
Anbrofe, and perhaps Cyril of Jerufalem. The filence of Eufebius, 
and the Bourdeaux pilgrim, which fatisfies thofe who think., perplexes 
thofe who believe. See Jortin's fenfible remarks, vol. ii. p. 238 — 248. 

^^ This multiplication is aflerted by Paulinus (epift. xxxvi. See 
Dupin , Bibliut. £ccl6f. tom. iii. p. 149.), who feems to have improved 
a rhetorical flourish of Cyril into a real fact. The fame fupernatural 
privilege muft have been communicated to the Virgin's milk (Erafmi 
Opera, tom. i. p. 778. Lugd. Batav. 1703. in Colloq. de Peregrinat. 
Religioiiis ergo), faints heads, etc. and other relics, which were 
repeated in fo many different churches. 

** Jerom. (tom. i. p. 103), who refided in the neighbouring village 
of Bethlem, defcribes the vices of Jerufalem from his perfoual experience. 
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*^ Gregor. Nyffen, apud Weflcling, p. ^39. The whole epifile* 
which condemns either the tife or the abufe of religious pilgrimage, 
is painful to the Catholic divines; while it is dear and familiar to our 
Protellant polemics. 

** He renounced his orthodox ordination, officiated as a deacon* 
and was re -ordained by the hands of the Arians. But Cyril after- 
wards changed with the times, and prudently conformed to the Nicene 
faith. Tillemont (M6m. Ecclef. tom. viii.),^ who treats his memory 
with tendernefs and refpect , has thrown his virtues into the text , 
and his faults into the notes , in decent obfcurity, at the end of the 
volume. 

** Imperii fui memoriam magnitudine openim gefliens propagare. 
Ammian. xxiii. i. The temple of Jerufalem had been famous even 
among the Gentiles. They had many temples in each city ( at Sichem 
five, at Gaza eight, at Rome four hundred and twenty -four); but 
the wealth and religion of the Jewish nation was centered in one fpot. 

^® The fecret intentions of Julian are revealed by the late bishop 
of Gloucefler, the learned and dogmatic Warburton; who, with the 
authority of a theologian , prefcribes the motives and conduct of the 
Supreme Being. The difcourfe entitled Julian (2d edition, London, 
17^1), is flrongly marked with all the peculiarities which are imputed 
to the Warburtonian fchool. 

7' I shelteV myfelf behind Maimonides, Marsham, Spencer, Lc 
Clerc, Warburton, etc. who have fairly derided the fears, the folly, 
and the falfehood, of fome fuperftitious divines. See Divine Legation, 
vol. iv. p. 2S , etc. 

7* Julian (Fragment, p. 295) refpectfiilly flylcs him ULvyx^ ^£0?, 
and mentions him elfewhere (epiil. Ixiii.) with ftill higher reverence. 
He doubly condemns the Chriftians: for believing, and for renouncing, 
the religion of the Jews. Their Deity was a true, but not the only, 
God. Apud Cyril. 1. ix. p. 305, 306. 

^* I Kings viii. 6}. 2 Chronicles vii. 5?. Jofeph- Antiquitat. Judaic. 
1. viii. c. 4- p. 431. edit. Havercamp. As the blood and fmoke of fo 
many hecatombs might be inconvenient, Lightfoot, the Chrifiian rabbi, 
removes them by a miracle. Le Clerc (ad loca) is bold enough to 
fufpect the fidelity of the numbers. 

^^ Julian, epifl. xxix , xxx. La Bleterie has neglected to translate 
the fecond of thefe epiftles. 

^' See the zeal and impatience of the Jews in Gregory Nazianzen 
(Orat. iv. p. in.) and Theodoret (1. iii. c. 20.). 

7* Built by Omar, the fecond Khalif, who died A. D. tf44. This 
great mofque covers the whole confecrated ground of the Jewish 
. temple , and conflittites almoii a fquare of 760 toifes , or one Roman 
mile in circumference. See d'Anville Jerufalem , p. 4s. 

^^ Ammiapus records the confuls of the year 363 , before he proceeds 
to mention the thoughts of Julian. Templum. . . . inftaurare fumptibus 
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cogitahat immodicis. Warburton has a fecret wish to anticipate the 
deiign; but he itiuft have uiiderftood, from former examples, that 
the execution of fuch a work would have demanded many years. ■ 

^* The fubfequent witnefTes, Socrates, Sozonien , Theodoret, Phi- 
loftorgins, etc. add contradictions, rather than authority. Compare 
the objections of Bafnage (Hift. des Jaifs, toni. viii. p. 157 — 168} 
with Warburton's anfwers (Julian, p. 174 — 2S8.). The bishop has^ 
ingeniously explained the miraculous crofles which appeared on the 
garment^ of the fpectators by a limilar inftance , and the natural 
effects of lightning. 

7' AmbroC torn. ii. epift. xl. p. 946. edit. Benedictin. He compofed 
this fanatic epiftle (A. D. 38S. ) to juftify a bishop, who had been 
condemned by the civil magiftrate for burning a fynagogue. 

"** Chryfoftom, torn. i» p. 580. adverf. Judaeos et Gent. tom. ii. 
p. 574* de St°. Babyla , edit* Montfaucon. I have followed the com- 
mon and natural fuppofition; but the learned Benedictine , who dates 
the compofition of thefe fermons in the year 383 » is confident ihey 
were never pronounced from the pulpit. 

" Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iv* p. ric — 113. To Js av '7rsptl3o7jTQV 
^xa-i SocvfJLX ) KXi uh Toig u&iotg ocvtoi; otTn^ovjULVov Xslwv ip-)(QiJ.cci, 

•* Ammian. xxiii. i. Cum itaque rei fortiter inftaret Alypius , 
juvaretque provincise rector , metuendi globl flammarutti prope funda- 
menta crebris afltiltibus erumpentes feeere locum exuftis aliquoties 
operantibus inaccefTum : hocque modo elemento deflinatius repellente , 
ceffavit inceptum. Warburton labours (p. 60 — 90.) to extort a con- 
fefSon of the miracle from the mouths of Julian and Libanius, and 
to employ the evidence of a rabbi, who lived in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. Such witneffes can only be received by a very favourable judge. 

*' Dr. Lardner, perhaps alone of the Chrillian critics, preCiimes fro 
doubt the truth of this famous miracle (Jewish and Heathen Tefti- 
monies, vol. iv. p. 47 — 7i.). The filence of Jerom would lead to 
a fufpicion, that the fame ftory, which was celebrated at a dillance, 
misfht be defpifed on the fpot. 

** Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 81. And this law was confirmed by the 
invariable practice of Julian himfelf. Warburton has juftly ohferved 
(p. 3^.), that the Platonifts believed in the myfterious virtue of 
words ; and Julian's dislike for the name of Chrift might prpceed 
from fuperftition , as well as from contempt. 

•5 Fragment. Julian, p. 288. He derides the A/.30i« r«X<X«iWV (Epift. 
vii.), and fo far lofes fight of the principles of toleration , as to ^vii^. 
(epift. xlii.) «xovr«; i^tSoci, 

•^ Oy yx^ fxoi 6;nAt; s^t xo,ui^{iu,iv n sXsxtpsiv 
Avcpx^y 01 y.i 3-rOiiriV «^£;^9-wyT' x^xvcCiavtv, 
Thefe two lines, which Julian has changed and perverted in the tru» 
fpirit of a bigot (Epift. sdix.), are taken from the fpetcb of £o)us > 
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when he refufes to graiit Ulyfles a fresh fupply of winds (OdyfT. x. 73."^. 
Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. lix. p. 2S6. ) attempts to juftify this partial 
behaviour , by an apology , in which perfecution peeps through the 
mask of candour. 

*7 Thefe laws which affected the clergy, may be found in the slight 
hints of Julian himfelf (Epifb. lii.), in the vague declamations of 
Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 86, 87- )> and in the pofiiive afTertions of Sozo- 
men (1. v. c. s.). 

*^. Inclemens . . . perenni obruendum filentio. Ammian. xxii 10. 
XXV. 5. 

*' The edict itfelf, which is ftill extant among the epiftles of Julian 
(xlii.), may be compared with the loofe invectives ^Gregory C Orat. iii. 
p. 96.). Tillemont (Mem. Eccl^f. torn. vii. p. 1291 — 1294) has col- 
lected the feeming differences of ancients and moderns. They may be 
eafily reconciled. The Chriflians were directly fgrbid to teach, they 
were indirectly forbid to learn ; Unce they would not frequent the fchools 
of the pagans. 

'** Codex Theodof. I. xiii. tit. iii. de medicis et profefToribus, leg. 5. 
(published the 17th of June, received, at Spoleto in Italy, the 29th 
of July, A. D. 363.) with Godefroy's Illuftrations, torn. v. p. 31, 

'' Orotius celebrates their difinterefled refolution , Sicut a majoribus 
noflris comperftim habemus, omues ubique propemodum .... ofldcium 
quam fidem deferere maluerunt, vii. 30. Proaerefius, a Chriftian fophifl, 
refufed to accept the partial favour of the emperor. Hieronym.in Chron. 
p. I8S. Edit. Scaligcr. Eunapius in Proaerefio, p. 126. 

•* They had rcconrfe to the expedient of compofing books for their 

own fchools. "Within a few months Apollinaris produced his Chriflian 

imitations of Homer (a facred hiilory in xxiv. books), Pindar, Euripides, 

and Menander; and Sozomen is fatisfied, that they equalled, or ex- 

• celled , the originals. 

'^ It was the inilruction of Julian to his magifirates (Epifl. vii.) 
'TtpoTiixoctF^xi M£v TO* m^ ^zotTiBzig Ktxt TTuvv 0r,iu.i htv» Sozomeu (1. V. 
c. 18.) and Socrates (1. iii.) c. 13.) muil be reduced to the flandard 
of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 9S.), not lefs prone to exaggeration, but more 
reflrained by the actual knowledge of his contemporary readers. 

*4 '^fi^Poj B-£Ci)v XXI itia? KXi jULTi ii^ag, Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 88. 
p. 314. 

•5 Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 74. 91, 92. Socrates, 1. iii. c. 14. 
Theodoret, 1. iii. c. 6. Some drawback may however be allowed 
for the violence of their zeal , not lefs partial than the zeal of Julian. 

•^ If we compare the gentle language of Libanius (Orat. Parent, 
c. 60. p. 286.) with the paflionate exclamations of Gregory (Orat. iii. 
p. 86, 87.), we may find it difficult to perfuade ourfelves, that the 
two orators are really defcribing the fame events. 
, '^ Reftan or Arethufa, at the equal diflance of fixteen miles between 
Emefa {Hems), and Epiphania iHamath), was founded, or at leaH 
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named, by Seleucus Nicator. Its peculiar aera dates from the year of 
^Rome 68^ ; according to the medals of the city. In the decline of the 
Seleucides , Emefa and Arethiifa were iifurped by the Arab Sampfice- 
ramus, whofe pofterity, the vaflals of Rome, were not extinguished in the 
reign of Vefpafian. See d'Anville'« Maps and Geographic Anc. torn. ii. 
p. 134. Wefleling. Itineraria, p. I88. and Norif. Epoch. Syro-Ma- 
cedon. p. 80. 481, 482. 

^* Sozomen, 1. v. c. 10. It is furprifing., that Gregory and Theodoret 
should fupprefs a circumftance, which, in their eyes, muft have 
enhanced the religious merit of the confeflbr. 

** The fuffe rings and conftancy of Mark, which Gregory has fo 
tragically painted (Orat. iii. p. 68 — 9i.), are confirmed by the un- 
exceptionable and reluctant evidence of Libanius. Mapxoj SKUvog 

ivzyy.($iv uvi^uug vw KroB-sog s<?i Txig niuLocti, x«v 0«v>j Try, ^s^i/ulxx^titq; 
tvB-vg. Epift. 730. p. 350, 351. Edit. Wolf. Amftel. 17S8. 

^**** Hs^i/uLocxfirog y certatim eum fibi (Chriftiani) vindicant. It is 
thus that La Croze and Wolfius (ad loc. ) have expfained a Greek 
word, whofe true fignification had been miftaken by iformer inter- 
preters, and even by le Clerc (Biblioth^que Ahcienne et Moderne, 
torn. iii. p. 371)- Yet Tillemont is ftrangely puzzled to underfland 
(M^m. Eccl^r. torn. vii. p. 1309.) how Gregory -and Theodoret could 
miftake a Semi- Arian bishop for a faint. 

**' See the probable advice of Salluft (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. 
90, 91' )• Libanius intercedes for a fimilar offender, left they should 
find many Marks ; yet he allows , that if Orion had fecreted the con- 
fecrated wealth, he deferved to fufFer the punishment of Marfyas; 
to be flayed alive (epift. 730. p. 349 — 35 r.). 

io» Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 90.) is fatisfied, that by faving the apoftate, 
Mark had deferved ftill more than he had fufiered. 

**' The grove and temple of Daphne are defcribed by Strabo (1, xvl. 
p. 1089, 1090. edit. Amftel. 1707.). Libanius (Nsnia, p. I8^ — 188. 
Antiochic. Orat. xi. p. 380, 38i.), and ^ozomen (I. v. c. 19.). 
VTefleling (Itinerar. p. S81.), and Cafaubon (ad Hift. Auguft. p. 64). 
illuftrate this curious fubject. 

'*** Simulacrum in eo Olympiaci Jovis imitamenti aequiparans magni- 
tudinem. Ammian. xxii. 13. The Olympic Jupiter was fixty feet 
high , and his bulk was confequently equal to that of a thoufand men. 
See a curious Mcmoirc of the Abb6 Gedoyn (Academic des Infcriptions, 
torn. ix. p. 198.). 

'®5 Hadrian read the hiftory of his future fortunes on a leaf dipped 
in the Caftalian ftream; a trick, which, according to the phyOcian 
Vandaie (de Oraculis, p. 28i, 282.), might <be ealily performed by 
chymical preparations. The emperor ftopped thefource offuch dangerous 
knowledge; which was again opened by the devout curioiity of Julian. 
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I05 j^ ^35 purchafed , A. D. 44, in the year 92 of the aera of Antioch 
(Xorif. Epoch. Syro-Maced. p. 139 — IT4-) for the term of ninety 
Olympiads. But the Olympic games of Antioch were not rcgulirly' 
celebrated till the reign of Commodus. See the curious details in the 
Chronicle of John Malala (torn. i. p, 190. 320. 372 — 381.)* a 
writer whofe merit and authority arc confined within the limits of his 
nativexity. 

^"7 Fifteen talents of gold, bequeathed by Sofibius , who died in 
the reign of Auguftus. The theatrical merits of the Syrian cities, in 
the age of Conftantine, are compared in the Expofiiio totius Mundi , 
p. 6. (Hudfon, Geograph. Minor, torn. iii.). 

'*' Avidio CafTio Syriacos legiones dedi. hixuri^ diffluentes et 
Daphnicis moribus. Thefe are the words of the emperor Marcus An- 
toninus in an original letter preferved^j^y his 4>iographer in Hift. Auguft. 
p. 41. Caffius difmifled or punished every foldier who was feen at 
Daphne. 

^°' Aliquantum agrorum Daphnenfihus dedit iPompey), quo Incas 
jbi fpatiofior fieret ; delcctatus amcenitate loci et aquarum abundantia. 
Eutropius, vi. 14- Sextus Rufus, de Provinciis, c. I6< 

'"* Julian (Mifopogon, p. 361, 362.) difcovers his own character 
with that naivcti, that unconfcious fimplicity, which always confti- 
tutes genuine humour. 

''' Babylas is named by Eufebius in the fucceflion of the bishoi>s 
of Antioch (Hift. Eccl^f. 1. vi. c. 29. 39). His triumph over two 
emperors (the firft fabulous, the fecond hiftorical,) is diffufely cele- 
brated by Chryfollom (torn. ii. p. s36 — 579. edit. Montfaucon. ). 
Tillemont (M^m. Ecel^f. torn. iii. part. ii. p. 287 — 302. 459-^465-) 
becomes almoft a fceptic. 

^'^ Ecclefiaftical critics, particularly thofe who love relics, exult 
in the confeffion of Julian (Mifopogon, p. 361.) and Libanius (Naenia, 
p. 185- )> that Apollo was diftnrbed by the vicinity of one dead man. 
Tet Ammianus (xxii. 12.) clears and purifies the whole ground, ac- 
cording to the rites which the Athenians formerly practifed in the h\t 
ofDelos. 

'^' Julian (in Mifopogon, p. 36t.) rather infinuates , than affirms, 
their guilt. Ammianus (xxii. 13.) treats the imputation as Uriffimus 
rumor, and relates the ftory with extraordinary candour. 

'*♦ Quo tarn atroci cafii repente confumpto, ad id ufque impera- 
toris ira pro'vexit, ut quseftiones agitare juberet folito acriores (yet 
Julian blames the lenity of the magiftrates of Antioch), et majorem 
eccleOam Antiochix claudi. This interdiction was performed with 
fume circumftanees of indignity and profanation : and the feafonable 
death of the principal actor, Julian's uncle, is related with much 
fuperftitious complacency by the Abb6 de la Bleterie. Vie de Julien , 
p. 362 — '3^9. 

»'^ Befides 
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'^^ B^efides the ecclefiaftical hiftorians , who are more or lefs to be 
fnfpected , we may allege the paflion of St. Theodore, in the Acta 
Sincera of Ruinart, p. ^9'. The complaint of Julian gives it an original 
and authentic air. 

*'* Julian. Mifopogon, p. 36r. 

*'7 See Gre?:ory Nazianzcn (Orat. Hi. p. 8?.). Sozomen(l v. c. 9.) 
may be confidered as an original , though not impartial , witnefs. He 
was a native of Gaza, and h^d converfcd with the confeflbr Zeno, 
who, as bishop of Maiuma , lived to the ape of an hundred tl. vii. 
c. 28.;. Philoftorgius (I. vii. c. 4. with Godefroy's DiflTertations , 
p. 2S4.) adds fomc tragic cirrumftances, of 'Chrillians , who were 
literally facrificed at the altars of the gods , etc. 

'** The life and death of George of Cappadocia are defcribed by 
Ammianus (xxii. ll.), Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxi. p. 382.38^. 
389, 390.), and Epiphanivs (Haeref. Ixxvi.). The invectives of the 
two faints might not defervc much credit, unlefs -they were confirmed 
by the tcftimony of the cool and impartial infidel. 

'^» After the maffacre of George, the emperor Julian repeatedly 
fent orders to preferve the library for his own ufe, and to torture the 
slaves who might be fufpected of fecreting any books. He praifes the 
merit of the collection, from whence he had borrowed and tranfciibed 
feveral manufcripts while he purfued his ftudies in Cappadocia. He 
could wish indeed that the works of the Galilxans might perish; but 
he requires an exact account even of thofe theological volumes , left 
other treatifes more valuable should be confounded in their lofs. 
Julian. Epift. ix. xxxvi. 

'^^ Philoftorgias , with cautious malice, indnuates their guilt, 
y.tii Tn AB-ocvoc7i^ yvofJLfiv ffotrjjyjjo-cci thi; tt^x^su;^ 1. vii. c. 2. Godefroy, 

'p. 267. 

'^' Cineres projecit in mare, id metuens ut c!aniabat, ne , collectis 
fupremis, xdes illis exflruerent; ut reliquis, qui deviare a religione 
Gompulfi, pertulere cruciabiles pcenas, adufque gloriofum mortem 
intemeratft fide progrefli, et nunc MARTYRES appellantur. Ammian* 
xxii. II. Epiphanius proves to the Arians, that George was not a martyr. 
'** Some Donatifts (Optatus Milev. p. 60. 303. edit. Dupin; and 
Tillemont , M6m. Ece16f. torn. vi. p. 713- in 4to) and Prrfcillianifts 
(Tillemont, Mem. EccUf. torn. viii. p. 517. in 4to) have in like 
manner ufurped the honours of Catholic faints and martyrs. 

'*' The faints of Cappadocia, Baiil and the Gregorics, were ignorant 
of their holy companion. Pope Gelafius (A. D. 494.). the firft Catholic 
who acknowledges St. George, places him among the martyrs, " qui 
Deo magis quam hominibus noti funt. " He rejects his Acts as the 
compofition of heretics. Some, perhaps not the olrfeft, of the fpurious 
Acts, are ftill extant; and, through a cloud of fiction, we may yet 
diftinguish the combat which St. George of Cappadocia fuftajned, in 
the prefence of ^ueen AUxandra , againft the magician Athanafius. 
Vol. IV. Bb 
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^*^ This transformation is not given as abfolntely certain, but as 
txtremely probable. See the Longueruana, torn. i. p. I94. 

'** A curious hiftory of the worship of St. George, from the fixth 
century C when he was already revered in Paleiline, in Armenia, at 
Rume> and at Treves in Gaul, might be extracted from Dr. Heylin 
(Hiftory of St. George, 2d edition, London 16?3, in 4to, pp.429.), 
and the Botlandiils (Act. SS. MenC April, torn. iii. p. 100 — 163.). 
His fame and popularity in£urope, and efpecialiy in England, proceeded 
from the Crufades. 

'*7 Julian. Epift. xliii. 

>-" Julian Epiil. x.. He allowed his friends to afluage his anger. 
Ammian. xxii. il. 

,*** See Athanaf. ad Rufin. torn. ii. p. 40, 41.; and Greg. Nazianien, 
Orat. iii. p- 39S , 396, who juftly ftates the temperate zeal of the pri- 
mate, as much more meritorious than this prayers, his fails, his perfe- 
cutions, etc. 

'5® I have not leifure to follow the blind obftinacy of Lucifer of 
Cagliari. See his adventures in- Tillemont M^m Ecclef. tom. vii. 
p. 900 — 926.); and obferve how the colour of the narrative infenilbly 
changes^ as the confeiTor becomes a fchifmatic. 

»'' Aflenfus eft huic fententiee Occidens, et, per tam neceffarium 
concilium, Satanac faucibus mundus ereptus. The lively and artful 
Dialogue of Jerom againft the Luciferians (tom. ii. p. 13s — IS5*) 
exhibits an original picture of the eccleiiaftical policy of the times. 

*'* Tillemont, who fuppofes that George was maflacred in Auguft, 
crowds the actions of Athanafius into a narrow fpace fM6m. Eccl6f. 
tom. viii p. 360.). An original fragmeut, published by the marquis 
MafFei from the old Chapter - library of Verona ( Oflervazioni Letterarie, 
tom. iii. p. 60 — 92.) affords many important dates » which are authen- 
ticated by the computation of Egyptian months. 

'»' Tov uiu^ovy 0? sroXu>}o-£v EXX>jVi^5Cf , t7r* tfJLi^ y yivxixxg rut 
fTrirynuLiiJv SxTTTtTou ^iciixio-B-oct, I havc preferved the ambiguous fenfc 
of the laft word, the ambiguity of a tyrant who wished to find, or to 
create, guilt 

^^* The three Epiftles of Julian, which explain his intentions and 
conduct with regardtto Athanadus, shoukl be difpofed in the following 
chronological order, xxvi, x, vi. See likcwife Greg. Nazianzen, xxi. 
p. 393* Suzomen, 1. v. c. 15. Socrates, 1. iii. c. I4> Theodoret, 1. iii. 
c. 9. and Tillemont, M6m Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 3$i— — 368, who has 
ufed fome materials prepared by the Bollandifts. 

''* See the fair confeffion of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 61, 62,). 

'3' Hear the furious and abfurd complaint of Optatus (de Schifmat. 
Donatift. I. ii. c. 16, 17.). 

'^^ Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 91* iv. p. 133. He praifes the 
lioters of Cxfarea, tgvtuv & r«v fAtyothoOvuv h«* ^SfjJLW uq EvrijSuotv* 
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See Sozdmen, 1. v. 4. ir. Tillemont (M^iti. Eccl^f. torn. vii. p. 649, 
6^0.) owns, that their behaviour was not, dans Tordrc cofnmun; but 
he is perfectly fatisfied, as the great St. Bafil always celebrated the 
fcftival of thefc blefled martyrs. 

"" Julian determined a law-fuit againft the new Chriftian city at 
Maiuma , the port of Gaza; and his fentence, though it might be 
imputed to bigotry, was never reverfed by his fucceflbrs. Sozomen, 
1. V. c 3. Reland. Palcftin. torn. ii. p. 791. 

''• Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 93, 94, 9^. Orat. iv. p. IT4.) pretends 
to rpeak from the information of Julian's confidents, whom Orofius 
( vii. 30. could not have feen. 

^** Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 91. > charges the Apoftate with fecrct 
facrifices of boys and girls; and pofitively affirms, that the dead bodies 
were thrown into the Orontes. See Theodoret, I. iii. c. 16, 27.; and 
the equivocal candour of the Abb6 de la Bleterie, Vie de Julien, 
p. 3SI, 3^2. Yet contemporary malice could not impute to Julian 
the troops of martyrs, more elpecially in the Weft, which Baronius 
fo greedily fwallows, and Tillemont fo faintly rejects (M^m. Eccl^f. 
torn. vii. p. 129^- — I IS.). ^ 

'*' The refignation of cffegory is truly edifying (Orat Iv. p. X23» 
124. )• Yet, when an officer of Julian attempted to felze the church 
of Nazianzus, he would have loft his life, if he had not yielded ta 
the zeal of the bishop and people (Orat. xix. p. 30S.) See the re* 
flections of Chryfoftom, as they are alleged by Tillemont (Mdm. EqqUC 
tom. vii. p. 575* ). 



CHAP. XXIV. 

' See this fable or fatirc, p. 306 — 33c. of the leipfig edition of 
Julianas works. The French verfion of the learned Ezekiel Spanheim 
(Paris, I6S3.) is coarfe, languid, and correct; and his notes . proofs, 
illuftrations, etc. are piled on each other till they form a mafs of 557 
clofe- printed quarto pages. The Abb6 de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovieu, 
tom. i. p. 241 — 393.). has more happily ekpreffed the fpirit, as 
well as the fenfe, of the original « which he illu^rates with foms 
concife and curious notes. 

* Spanheim (in his preface) has moft learnedly difcuffed the etymology, 
origin, refemblanc^x and difagreement of the Greek fatyrs, a dramatic 
piece, which was acted after the tragedy; and the Latin fatires (from 
Satura) n mifcclldneous compofiuon» either in profe or verfe. But 
the Caefars of Julian are of fuch an original caft^ that the critic is 
perplexed to which clafs he should afcribe them. 

' This mixed character oi Silenus is finely painted in the lixth 
eclogue 9f Virgil* 

B b 3 
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♦ Every impartial reader muft perceive and condemn the partiality 
of Julian asraind his uncle Conftantine , and the Chriftian religion. 
On this occaiion, the interpreters are compelled, by a more facred. 
JBtercft, to renounce their allegiance, and to'defert the caufe of their 
author. 

5 Julian was fecretly inclined to prefer a Greek to a Roman. But 
nvhen he feriously compared a hero with a philofopher , he was fenfible 
that mankind had much greater obligations to Socrates than to 
Alexand r (Orat ad Themiftium , p. 264.). 

' Inde nationibus Indicis certatim cum donis optimates micten- 
tibus . . . ab ufque Divis et Serendivis. Ammian. xx. 7. This island, 
to which the names of Taprobana, Serendib^ and Ceylon , have been 
fucceflively applied, roanifefls how imperfectly the fias and lands, 
to the eaft of cape Comorin, were known to the Romans, i. Under 
the reign of Claudius , a freedman , who farmed the cuftoms of the 
Red Sea, Was accidentally driven by the winds upon this ftrange and 
undifcovered cdaft: he lonverfed fix months 'vith the natives; and the 
king of Ceylon, who heard, for the firft time, of the power and 
juftice of Rome , was perfuaded to fend an embafly to the emperor 
(Plin. Hift Nat. vi. 24 )• 2. The geo^aphers (and even Ptolemy) 
have magnified, above fifteen times, the real iize of this new world, 
which they extended as far as the equator, and the neighbourhood of 
China. 

7 Thefe embaffies had been fent to Conftantius. Ammianus , who 
unwarily deviates into grofs -flattery, muft have forgotten the length 
of the way, and the short duration of the reign of Julian. 

• Gothos facpe fallaces et perfidos; hoftes quserere fe mellores aiebat: 
illis enim fufficere mercatores Galatas per quos ubique fine conditionis 
difcrimine venumdantur. "Within lefs than fifteen years, thefe Gothic 
slaves threatened aiid fubdued their mafters. 

» Alexander reminds his rival Caefar , who depreciated the fame 
and merit of an ACatic victory , that CraflTus and Antony had felt 
the Perfian arrows; and that the Romans, in a war of three hundred 
years, had not y£t fubdued the fingle province of Mefopotamia or 
AflTyria 'Cxfares, p. 324 ). 

»« The defign of the Perfian war is declared by Ammianus rxxii 
7. 12.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 79, So. p. 305, 306) Zofimus 
(1. iii. p. ISH.), and Socrates. (1. iii. c. 19 ). 

I' The Satire of Julian, and the Homilies of St. Chryfoftom, ex- 
hibit the fame picture of Antioch. The miniature which the Abb^ de 
la Bleterie has copied from thence (Vie de Julien, p. 332.;, is elegant 
and correct. 

12 Laodicea furnished charioteers; Tyro and Berytus , comedians; 
Csefarea, pantomimes; Heliopolis, fingers; Gaza, gladiators; Afcalon, 
wreftlers; and Caftabala , rope-dancers. See the Expofitio totius 
Mundi , p. 6. in the third tome of Hudfon's Minor Geographers. 
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^^ "XoK^ov ^s uyocTrojvTeg 9 e^jfrs TroXiuxo^ uvri mAhg, -The people 
of Antioch ingeniousfy profefTed their attachment to the Chi (Chrift) 
and the Kappa ; Conflantius ). Julian in Mifopogon , p. 3S7. 

'♦ The fchifm of Antioch, which lafted eighty, five years (A. D. 
33> — 41 SJ, was inflamed, while Julian refided in that city, by the 
indifcreet ordination of Faulinus. See Tillemont, Mim. Eccl^f. torn, 
"vii. p. 803. of the quarto edition (Paris, 1701, etc.), which hence- 
forward I shall quote. 

/* Julian ftates three different proportions of five, ten, or fifteen 
modii of wheat, for one piece of gold, according to the degrees of 
plenty and fcarcity (in Mifopogon, p. 369. • From this fact, and 
from fome collateral examples , I conclude, that under the fuccefTors 
of Conftantine, the moderate price of wheat was about thirty -two 
shillings the English quarter, which is equal to the average price of 
the fixty -four firfl years of the prefent century. See Arbuthnot's Tables 
of Coins, VTeights, and Meafures , p. 88, S9. Plin. Hilt. Natur. 
xviii. 12. M^m. de I'Academie des Infcriptions, tom. xxviii. p. 71 S— 
721 Smith's Inquiry into the Natute and Caufes of the Wealth of 
stations, vol. i- p. 246. This laft I am proud to quote, as the work 
of a fage and a friend. 

'* Nunquam a propofito decKnabat, Galli fimilis fratris, licet 
incruentus. Ammian. xxii. I4' The ignorance of the moft enlightened 
princes may claim feme excufe; but we cannot bCxfatisfied with Julian's 
own defence (in iyiifopogon, p. 368, 369), or the elaborate apology 
of Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. xcvii. p. 321.). 

'7 Their short and eafy confinement is gently touched by Libanius 
(Orat. Parental, c. xcviii. p. %zi , 3^3.). 

^* Libanius (ad Antiochenos de Imperatoris ira, c. 17, 18, 19. ill 
Fabricius, Bibliot. Grscc. tom. vii. p. 221 — 223.), like a skilful advo- 
cate, feverely cenfures the folly of the people, who fuffered for the 
crime of a few obfcure and drunken wretches. 

'• Libanius (ad Antiochen. c. vii. p. 213.) reminds Antioch of 
the recent chaftifement of Caefarea: and even Julian -^in Mifopogon, 
p. 3SS. infinuates how feverely Tarentum had expiated the infult 
to the Roman ambafTadors. 

*° On the fubject of the Mifopogon, fee Ammianus (xxii. 14. )♦ 
Libanius (Orat. Parentalis . c. xcix. p. 323.), Gregory Nazianzen 
(Orat. iv. p, I33.). and the Chronicle of Antioch, by John Malela 
(tom. ii. p. 15, 16.;. I have efTential obligations to the translation and 
notes of the Abb6 de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, tom'. ii. p. i — I3H.). 

*' Ammianus very juflly remarks, Coactiis dilEmulare pro tempore 
\x% fufRabatur intern^. The elaborate irony of Julian at length burfls 
forth into ferious and direct ynvective. 

*^ Ipfe auteni Antrochiam egreffurus, Heliopoliten quendam Alex- 

andrum Syriacse jurlfdictioni praefecit, turbulentum et faevum ; dicebat- 

quc non ilium meruifTe, fed Antiochenfibus avaris et coutumelioCs 

' B b 3 .V 
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bDjarmodi jadicem contenire. Ammian. xxiii. 2. Libanius CEpift. 722. 
V' 34^ » ^^7' 9 who confeiTes to Julian himfelf , that he had shared the 
general difcontent, pretends that Alexander was an nfcful , tbougii 
Jiarsh , reformer of the manners and religion of Antioch. 

^' Julian, in Mifopogon , p. 364< Ammian. xxiii. 2. and Valefins 
9d loc. Libanius, in a profefTed oration, invites him to return ro his 
loyal and penitent city of Antioch. 

*♦ Libanius , Orat. Parent, c. vii. p. 230, 231. 

*^ Eunapius reports, that Libanius refufed the honorary rank of 
Frattorian ptaefec^t, as le(s ilHiftrious than the title of Sopbift (in Vit. 
Sophid. p. 135.). The critics have obferved a fimilar fentiment in 
one of the epiflles ' xviii. edit. Wolf. ) of Libanius himfelf. 

^^ Near two thoufand of his letters, a mode of compoficion in M^ich 
Libanius was thought to excel, are ilill extant, and already published. 
The critics may praife their fubtle and elegant brevity; yet Dr. Bentley 
(DiHertation upon Phalaris, p. 4' 7.) mipht juftly, though quaintly » 
obferve, that ** you feel by the emptine(s and deadnefs of them, that 
„ you convejrfe with fome dreaming pedant , with his elbow on his 
„ desk. " 

*^ His birth is afiigned to the year 314 He mentions the feventy- 
fixth year of his age (A. D. 390. ), and feems to allude to fome events 
of a Hill later date. 

'* Libanius has compofed the vain, prolix, but curious narrative 
of his own life (torn. ii. p. i — 84 edit. Morell.) of which Ennapius 
(p. 130 — I3S.) has left a concife and unfavourable account. Among 
the moderns, Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 571 — S76. ), 
Fabricius (Bibliot. Grace, tom. vii., p. 37b' — 4I4-), and Larduer 
(Heathen Teftimonies, tom. iv. p. 127 — 163.;, have illuftrated the 
character and writings of this famous fophift. 

*• From .\ntioch to Litarbe, on the territory of Ghalcis, the road, 
over hills and through moraffes, was extremely bad; and the loofe 
ftones were cemented only with fand (Julian, epift. xxvii.). It is 
lingular enough, that the Romans should have neglected the great 
communication between Antioch and the Euphrates. See Weffelinf:. 
Itinerar. p. ,90. Bergier, Hift. des Grands Chemins , tom. ii. p. 100. 
'* Julian alludes to this incident (epift. xxvii,), which is more 
diftinctly related by Theodoret (1. iii. c. 22.). The intolerant fpirit of 
the father is applauded by Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iy. 
p. 534 ), and even by La Bleterie . Vit de Julien , p. 4X3 ) 

" See the curious treatife de Dta Syria, inferted among the works 
of Lucian Ctom. ii i, p. 4^1 — 490. edit. Reitz.). The fingular appel- 
lation of NInus vctus (Ammian. xif. 8.) might induce a fufpicion^ 
that Hierapolis had been the royal feat of the AfTyrians. 

'? Julian (epift. xxviii. } kept a regular account of ^11 the fortunate 
omens j but he fupprefl'es the inaufpicious figns, which Ammianus 
(xxiii. %.) hM carefully recorded. 
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^' Julian, epift xxvii. p. Sy 402. 

^* I take the earlieft opportunity of acknowledging my obligations to 
M. d'Anville , for his recent geography of the Euphrates and Tigris 
(Paris, 1780, in 4to.), i4%ich particularly illuftrates the expedition 
of Julian. 

'' There are three paflages within a few miks of each other; t^ 
Zeugma, celebrated by the ancients; 2 Bir, frequented by the mo- 
derns; and, 3. The bridge of Menbigz, or Hierapolis, at the diftance 
of four parafangs from the city. 

'* Haran 5 or Carrhae, was the ancient refidence of the Sabaeans, 
and of Abraham. See ihe Index Geographicus of Schultens (ad 
calcem Vit Saladin.), a work from which I have obtained much 
Oriental knowledge, concerning the ancient and modern geography 
of Syria and the adjacent countries. 

37 See Xenophon. Cyropoed. I lii. p. i 9. edit. Hutchinfon. Ariavafdes 
might have fupplied Marc Antony with i6,ooo horfe, armed and dif- 
ciplined after the Parthian manner < Plutarch, in M. Antonio, torn. v. 
p. 117.^. 

'* Mofes of Chorene rHift. Armcniac. 1 iii. c. II. p. 242.) fixes his 
acceffion (A D. 3^4-; to the 17th year of Conftantius. 

" Ammian xx. 11. Athanafius ( ton\. i. p. S56.) fays, in general 
terms, that Conftantius gave his brother's widow^ to/? /Qsc^SccfOij, an 
cxpreffiou more fuitable to a Roman than a Chriftiau. 

^"^ Ammjanus Cxxiii. 2.) ufes a word much too foft for the occafion, 
monuerat, Muratori (Fabricius, Bibliothec. Grace, torn. vii. p. ^6.) 
has published an epiftle from Julian to the fa trap Arfaces; fierce » 
vulgar, and (though it might deceive Sozomen, 1. vi. c. %.), moft 
probably fpurious. La Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 339.) 
translates and rejects it. 

*' Latiflimum flumen Euphraten artabat. Ammian. xxiii. 3. Somewhat 
higher, at the fords of Thapfacus, the river is four ftadia, or 800 
yards, almoft half an English mile, broad (Xenophon Anabafis, I. i. 
p. 41. edit. Hutchinfon, with Fofter's Obfervatfons , p. 29,' etc, in 
the 2d volume of Spelman's translation). If the breadth of the Eu- 
phrates at Bir and Zeugma is no more than 130 yards '^(Voyages de 
l^iebuhr, tom. ii. p. 33S.), the enormous difference muft chiefly arife 
from the depth of the channel. 

** Monumentum tutiffimum et fabrS politum, cujus moenia Abora 
(the Orientals afpire Chaboras or Chabour) et Euphrates ambiunt 
flumina, velut fpatium infulare fingentes Ammian. xxiii. s. 

^^ The enterprize and armament of Julian are defcribed by himfelf 
(Epift. xxvii.), Ammianus Marcellinus (xxiii 3, 4, ^.;, Libanius 
(Orat. Parent, c. 108, 109. p 332, 333.), Zofimus (1. iii. p. i<so, 
161, i<?2.), Sozomen (1. vi. c. i.), and John Malela (tom. ii. p. 17. 

*'» Before he enters Perfia, Ammianus copiously defcribes (xxiii. 6.. 
p. 396-^419, edit. Gronov. in4to.) the eighteen great fatrapies , or 

B b 4 
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provinces (as far as the Seric, or ChinefjLfrontiers\ which were fubject 
to the SafTanides. ^ 

^' Ammianus fxxiv. I.) and Zodmus, (I. iii. p. 162, 163) have 
accurately exprefled the order of march, p. 

** The adventures of Hormifdas are related with fome mixture of 
fable (Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 100 — IC2; Tillemont, Hift. des Empercurs, 
torn. iv. p. 198.). It is almoil impofTible that he should be the brother 
(frater germaniis; of an tUcfi and pofthumvus child : nor do I recollect 
tliat Ammianus ever gives him that title. 

*7 See the firft book of the Anabaiis, p. 4^, 46. This plcafing work is 
original and authentic Yet Xenopbon's memory, perhaps many years 
after the expedition, has fometimes betrayed him; and the dillances 
which he marks are often larger than either a (bldier or a geographer 
will allow. 

♦• Mr. Spelman, the English translator of the Anabafis, (vot i. 
p. 51* • confounds the antelope with the roe- buck, and the wild-afs 
with the Zibra. 

*• See Voyages de Tavernier, part i. 1. iii. p. 316. and more 
efpecially Viaggi di Pietro della Valle, tom. i. lett. xvii p. 67' , etc. 
He was ignorant of the old name and condition of Annah. Our blind 
travellers fcldom poflefs any previous knowledge of the countries which 
they viiit. Shaw and Tournefort deferve an honourable exception. 

5** Famofi nomiuis latro, fays Ammianus; an high encomium for 
an Arab. The tribe of Gaffan had fettled on the edge of Syria, and 
reigned fome time in Damafcus , under a dynafty of thirty -one kings, 
or emirs, from the time of Pompey to that of the Khalif Omar. 
D'Herbelot, Biblioth^que Orientale, p 360. Pocock , Specimen Hift. 
Arabicae, p. 7S — 78. The name of Rodofaces does not appear in 
the lift. 

*' See Ammianus (xxiv. X, 2.), Libanius ' Orat. Parental. C. 110, 
in. p. 334.), Zofimus (I. iii. p. 164 — 168.). ' 

'* The defcription of Aflyria is furnished by Herodotus (1. i. c. 192, 
etc. , who fometimes writes for children, and fometimes for philo- 
fophers; by Strabo xyi. p. 1070 — 10S2. ), and by Ammianus 1. xxiii. 
c. 6.). The moft ufeful of the modern travellers are Tavernier (parti. 
1. ii. p. 226 — 2S8.), Otter 'tom. ii.| p. 3^ — 69. and 189 — 224.), 
and Niebuhr (tom. ii. p. 172 — 288.). Yet I much regret that the 
Irak Arabl of Abulfeda has not been translated. 

5' Ammianus remarks, that the primitive Aflyria, which com- 
prehended Ninus (Niniveh) and Arbela, had aflumed the more recent 
and peculiar appellation of Adiabene : and he feems to fix Teredon, 
Vologefia, and Apollonia, as the extreme cities of the actual province 
of Aflyria. 

'♦ The two rivers unite at Apamea, or Corna (one hundred miles 
from the Perfian Gulf;, into tiie broad ftream of the Pafitigris , or 
Shat-ul- Arab. The Euphrates formerly reached the fta by a feparate 
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channel, which was obllructed and diverted by the citizens of Orchoe, 
about twenty miles to thefouth-eaft of moderti Bafra (dHnville, in 
the M^moires de I'Acad. des Fnfcriptions, torn. xxx. p. 170 — 191.). 

5 5 The learned Kacmpfer, as a botaniil,. an antiquary, and a tra- 
veller, has exhaufted ' Amoenitat. Exoticae, Fafcicul. iv. p. 660 — 764) 
the whole fubject of palm- trees* 

5* Aflyria yielded to the Perfian fatrap, an Artaba nf filver each day. 
The well-known proportion of weights and meafures (fee Bishop 
Hooper's elaborate-Inquiry ), the fpecific gravity of water and (ilver, 
and the value of that metal, will afford, after a short procefs, the 
annual revenife which I have ftated. Yet the Great King received 
no more than loO.) Euboic, or Tyrian , talents f 252,000 I.- from 
Aflyria. The comparifon of two paffages in Herodotus ( 1. i. c. I92. 
J. iii. c. 89 — 96.. reveals an important difference between the grofs ^ 
and the nct^ revenue of Perfia; the funis paid by the province, and 
the gold or filver depofrted in the royal treafure. The monarch might 
annually fave three millions fix hundred thoufand pounds, of the 
feventeen or eighteen millions raifed upon the people. 

5 7 The operations of the Affyrian war are circumftantially related by 
Amhiianus (xxiv. 2, 3, 4, S, , Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 112 — 

123- P- 335 — 347.), Zolimus (1. iii. p. 168 I80.), and Gregory 

Natianzen (Orat. iv. p. 113.144.^. The military crititifms of the 
faint are devoutly copied by Tillemont , his faithful slave, 

5* Libanius de ulcifcenda Juliani nece, c. 13. p. 162. 

^ The famous examples of Cyrus", Alexander, and Scipio , were 
acts of juftice. Julian's chaftity was voluntary, and, in his opinion, 
meritorious. / 

*^ Salluft (ap. Vet. Scholiaft. Juvenal, Satir. i. 104.) obferves 
that nihil corruptius moribus. The matrons and virgins of Babylon 
freely mingled with the men, in licentious banquets : and as they 
felt the intoxication of wine and love, they gradually, and almoft com- 
pletely, threw afidc the incumbrance of drefs; ad ultimum ima cor- 
poruni velamenta projiciunt. Q. Cwrtius, v. i. 

*' Ex virginibus autem, quae fpeciofsc funt captae, et in Perfide, ubi 
fceminarum pulchritudo excellit, nee eontrectare aliquam volu-t nee 
videre. Ammian. xxiv. 4. The native race of Perfians is fmall and 
ugly: but is has .been improved , by the perpetual mixture of Cir- 
caifian blood (Herodot. 1. iii. c. 97. Buffon, Hift. Naturelle, torn. iii. 
p. 420.). 

** Obfidionalibus coronis donati. Ammian. xxiv. 4. Either Julian 
or his hiftorian were unskilful antiquaries. He should have given mural 
crowns. The objidional were the reward of a general who had delivered 
a befieged city ( Aulus Gellius , Noct. Attic, v. 6.). 

*' I give this fpeech as original and genuine. Ammianus might hear, 
could tranfcribe, and was incapable of inventing, it T have ufed 
fome slight freedoms , and conclude with the moft forcible fentence. 
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*♦ Ammian. xxiv! 3. Libanius , Orat Parent, c. 122. p. 34«. 

*' M. d^Anvillc (M^m. de rAcad^mie des Infcriptions, torn. xxvHi. 
p. S46 — 2^9.) has afcertained the true pofition and diftance of Babylon, 
Seleucia , Ctefiphon , Bagdad , etc. The Roman traveller , Pietro della 
Valle (torn. i. lett. xvii. p. 650 — 780.), feems to be the moft intel- 
ligent fpectator of that famous province. He is a gentleman and a 
fcholar , but intolerably vain and prolix. 

•* The royal canal {Nahar-Maleha) might be fucceflively reftored, 
altered, divided, etc' (Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii.. p. 4S3.): 
and thefe changes may ferve to explain the feeming contradictions of 
antiquity. In the time of Julian, it muft have fallen into ihc Euphrates 
below CtcGphon. 

Ootkxyyog* Rien u'eft beau que le vrai ; a maxim which should be 
infcribed on the desk of every rhetorician. 

*■ Libanius alludes to the moft powerful of the generals. I have 
ventured to name Sallufl. Amm'anus fays, of all the leaders, qu6d 
acri mctu territi duces concordi precatik fieri prohibere tentarent. 

*• Hinc Imperator . . . (fays Ammianus) ipfe cum levis armaturac 
auxiliis per prima poftremaque difcurrens , etc. Yet Zofimus, his 
friend , does not allow him to pafs the river till two days" after the 
battle. 

^** Secundum Homericam difpofitionem. A fimilar difpofition is 
afcribed to the wife Neftor, in the fourth book of the Iliad: and Homer 
was never abfent from the mind of Julian. 

^^ Perfas terrore fubito mifcuerunt, verfisque agminibus totius gentis, 
apertas Ctefiphon tis portas victor miles intraflet, ni major prsdarum 
occaHo fuifTet, quam cura victoriae (Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, c. ^8.). 
Their avarice might difpofe ^hem to hear the advice of Victor. 

7» The labour of the canal, the paflage of the Tigris, and the vic- 
tory, are defcribed by Ammianus (xxiv. s, 6.;, Libanius (Orat. Parent. 
c. 124 — 128. p. 347 — 3S3.), Greg. Nazianzen (Orat. iv. pi 11^.), 
Zofimus (1. iii. p. 18I — I83.), and Sextus Rufiis (de Provinciis, 
c. 28.). 

7* The fleet and army were formed in three divifions, of which the 
firft only had pafled during the night (Ammian. xxiv. 6.). The 'Trxan 
^5ffCoo/3c, whom Zofimus tranfports on the third d^' (1. iii. p. 1K3.), 
might confift of the protectors, among whom the hiftorian Ammianus, 
and the future emperor Jovian , actually ferved ; fome fchools of the 
domefiics ^ and perhaps the Jovians and Herculians, who often did 
duty as guards. 

7* Mofes of Chorenc ^Hift. Armen. 1. iii. c. is. p. 24^) fupplies us 
with a national tradition, and a fpurious letter. I have borrowed only 
the leading circumftance, which is confiftent with truth, probability, 
and Libanius (Orat. Parent c 131. p. 355.}. 
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7 5 Civitas inexinignabilis , facinus audax et importiinum. Ammianus, 
•xxiv. 7. His fellow- fol (tier, EutropiUs, turns afide from the diffiulty, 
AfTyriamque populatus , caftra apud Ctefiphoiitem ftativa aliquandiu 
habult: remeanfque victor, etc, x. i6. Zofimus is artful or ignorant, 
and Socrates inaccurate. 

7^ Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 130. p. 3S4. c. 139. p. 3*51. Socrates, 
L iii. c. 21. The ecclefiaftical hiilorian imputes the rcfufal of peace 
to the advice of Maximus. Such advice was unworthy of a philofopher; 
but the philofopher was likewife a magician, who flattered the hopes 
and paffions of his matter. 

77 The arts of this new Zopyrus (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iv. p. ii^, 
116.), may derive fome credit from the teftimony of two abbreviators 
(Sextus Rufus and Victor)^ and the cafual hints of Libanius (Orat. 
Parent, c. 134. p. 357.) and Ammianus (xxiv. 7.). The courfe of 
genuine hiftory is interrupted by a moft unfeafonable chafm in the text 
of Ammianus. 

78 See Ammianus (xxiv. 7.), Libanius (Orat. Paren talis, c. 132, 
133. p* 356, 357. )« Zodmus, (\. iii. p i83.), Zonaras tom. ii. 1. xiii. 
p. z6. ), Gregory (Orat. iv. p. 116. . , Auguflin ( de Civitate Dei, 1. iv. 
c. 29. 1. V. c. 2'.). Of thefe, Libanius alone attempts a faint apology 
for his hero; who, according to Ammianus, pronounced his own 
condemnation, by a tardy and ineffectual attempt to extinguish the 
flames. 

7» Confult Herodotus (1. i. c. 194.) , Strabo (I. xvi. p. 1074.), and 
Tavernier (p. i. 1. ii p. 152.). 

^** A celeritate Tigris incipit vocari, ita appellant Medi fagittam. 
Plin. Hift. Natur. vi. 31 • 

8' One of thefe dykes, which produces an artificial cafcade or 
cataract, is defcribcd by Tavernier (part i. 1 ii. p. 226.) and Thevenot 
(partii. 1. i. p. 193.). The Periians, or Affyrians, laboured to inter, 
rupt the navigation of the river (Strabo, 1. xv. p. 1075. D'Anville, 
I'Euphrate ct le Tigre, p. 98, 99.). / 

*^ Recollect the fuccefsfiil and applauded rashnefs of Agathocles and 
Cortez , who burnt their ships on the coafts of Africa and Mexico. 

*' See the judicious reflections of the Author of the EfTai fur la 
Tactique, tom. ii. p. 287 — S'. and the learned remarks of M. Gui- 
chardt, Nouveaux M^moires Militaires, tom. i. p. 35 * — 382. on the 
baggage and fubflflence of the Roman armies. 

«♦ The Tigris rifes to the fouth, the Euphrates to the north, of 
the Armenian mountains. The former overflows in March, the latter 
in July. Thefe circumftances ar^ well explained in the Geographical 
DifTertation of Foiler , inferted in Spelman's Expedition of Cyrus , 
vol. ii. p. 26. 

*5 Ammianus (xxiv. 8.) defcribes, as he had felt, the inconveniency 
of the flood, the heat, and the infects. The lands ofAflTyria, oppreflTed 
t>y th^ Turks, and ravaged by the Curds, or Arabs, yield an increafe 
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of ten , fifteen , and twenty fold , for the feed which is caft into the 
ground by the wretched and unskilful husbandman. Voyages de Niebuhx-y 
torn. ii. p. 279. 28s. 

■* Ifidore of Charax (Manlion. Parthic. p. 5, <>. in Hudfon, Geograph. 
Minor, torn, ii.) reckons 129 fchaeni from Seleucia> and Thevenot 
(parti. 1. i. ii. p. 209 — 245. )# 128 hours of march from Bagdad to 
Ecbataiia, or Hamadam. Thefe meafures cannot eicceed an ordinary 
parafang, or three Roman miles. 

'^ The march of Julian from Ctefiphon , is circumfiantially, but 
not clearly, defcribed by Ammianus (xxiv. 7* S.) , Libanius (Orar. 
Parent, c. 134. p. 3S7.), and Zofimus (1. iii. p. I83.). The two lafl 
feem ignorant that their conqueror was retreating ; and Libanius ab« 
furdly confines him to the banks of the Tigris. 

** Chardin, the mofl judicious of modern travellers, defcribes 
(torn. iii. p. 57 « 58, etc. edit, in 4to. ) the education and dexterity 
of the Perfian horfemen. BrifTonius ( de Regno Perfico, p. 6so. 661 9 
etc.) has collected the teftimonies of antiquity. 

'^ In Mark Antony's retreat, an attic chsenix fold for fifty drachma, 
or, in other words, a pound of flour for twelve or fourteen shillings: 
barley -bread was fold for its weight in filver. It is irapoilible to 
perufe the interefting narrative of Plutarch ' tom. v. p. 102 — 116. ), 
without perceiving that Mark Antony and Julian were purfued by the 
fame enemies, and involved in the fame diflrefs. 

*•* Ammian. xxiv. 8. xxv. I. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. I84» 185, 186. 
Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 134 » I35. p. 357, 359. Th« fopbifl of 
Antioch appears ignorant that the troops were hungry. 

'* Ammian. xxv. 2. Julian had fworn in a paffion, nunqnam fe 
marti facra facturum (xxiv. 6.). Such whimfical quarrels were not 
uncommon between the gods and their infolent votaries; and every the 
prudent Auguftus, after his fleet had been twice shipwrecked, excluded 
Neptune from the hoHours of public profeifions. See Hume*s philofo- 
phical Reflections. EfTays, vol. ii, p. 4 '8. 

** They flill retained the monopoly of the varn, but lucrative, 
fcience, which had been invented in Hetruria, and profeiTed to derive 
their knowledge of figns and omens, from the ancient books of Tar- 
quitius , a Tufcan fage. 

*' Clamabant hinc inde candidati (fee the note of Valefius) quos 
disjecerat terror, ut fugientium molem tanquam ruinam male com- 
pofiti culminis declinaret. Ammian. xxv. 3. 

'^ Sapor himfelf declared to the Romans, that it was his practice, 
to comfort the families of his deceafed fatraps , by fending them, as 
a prefent, the heads of the guards and officers who had not fallen by 
their mafler^s fide. Libanius, de nece Julian, ulcif. c. xiii. p. 163. 

'' The character and fituation of Julian might countenance the 
fufpicion , that he had previously compofed the elaborate oration. 
Which Ammianus heard, and has tranfcribed. The verfion of the AbbI 



Digitized 



by Google 



TWENTY-FOURTH CHAPTER, 39? 

■n 

de la Bleteric is faithful and elegant. I have followed him ii\^ exprefling 
the Platonic idea of emanations, which is darkly iniinuated in the 
original. 

** Herodotus d. i. c. 3T.) has difplayed that doctrine in an agreeable 
tale. Yet the Jupiter (in the I6th book of the Iliad., who laments 
with tears ot blood the dtath of Sarpedon his fon, had a very im- 
perfect notion of happinefs or glory beyond the grave. 

^^ The foldiers who made their verbal, or nuncupatory , teilaments 
upon actual fervice (in procinctik) were exempted from the formalities 
of the Roman law. See Heineccius ^Antiquit. Jur. Roman, torn. !• 
p. S04.) and Montefquieu ( Efprit des Loix, 1. xxvii. ). 

>« This union of the human foul with the divine setherial fubftance 
of the univerfe, is the ancient doctrine of Pythagoras and Plato; but 
- it fetms to exclude any perfonal or confcious immortality. See "War- 
burton's learned and rational obfervations. Divine Legation, vol. ii. 

p. 199 il6. 

** The whole relation of the death of Julian is given by Ammianus 
(xxv. 3.), an intelligent fpectator. Libanius, who turns with horror 
from the fcene, has fupplied fome circu^nflances fOrat. Parental. 
c. 136 — 140. p. 3S9 — 362.). The calumnies of Gregory, and the 
legends of more ancient faints , may now be Jilently defpifed. 

***® Honoratior aliquis miles; perhaps Ammianus himfelf. The modeft 
and judicious hiftorian defcribes the fcene of the election « at which 
he was undoubtedly prefent (xxv. 5.>. 

**' The primus^ or primictrius ^ enjoyed the dignity of a fenator, 
and though only a tribune, he ranked with the military dukes. Cod. 
Theodofian. I. vi. tit. xxiv. Thefe privileges are perhaps more recent 
than the time of Jovian. 

x*-* The ecclefiaftieal hiftorians, Socrates; (I. iii. c. 22.), Sozomen 
(1. vi. c. 3.), and Theodoret (1. iv. c. i.), afcribe to Jovian the 
merit of a confeflbr under the preceding reign; and piously fuppofe, 
that he refufed the purple , till the whole army unanimously exclaimed 
that they were Chriftians. Ammianus « calmly purfuing his narrative, 
overthrows the legend by a lingle fentence. Hoftiis pro Joviano extifque 
infpectis , pronuntiatum e{l> etc. xxv. 6,\ 

'*'' Ammianus (xxv. 10.) has drawn from the life an impartial 
portrait of Jovian : to which the yodnger Victor has added fome re- 
markable ftrokes. The Abb^ de la Bleterie (Hiftoire de Jovien, torn. i. 
p. I. — 238.) has compofed an elaborate hiftory of his short reign; 
a work remarkably diftinguished by elegance of fiyle , critical difquiii- 
tion, and religious prejudice. 

***♦ Regius equitatiis. It appears from Procopius, that the Immortals, 
fo famous under Cyrus and his fucceflbrs , were revived, if we may 
life that improper word, by the Saflanides. BrifTon de Regno Periico» 
j^, 268, etc. 

'*^ The obfcui;e villages of the inland country are Irrecoverably 
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loft, nor can we name the field of battle where Julian fell: but M. 
d'Anville has demonftrated the precife {itiiation of Sumere, Carche, 
and Dura, along the banks of the Tigris ( Geographic Ancienne, torn. ii. 
p. 24,3. TEuphrate et le Ti*?re, p. 95. 97J^. In the ninth century, 
Sumere, or Samara, became, with a slight change of name, the royal 
relidence of the Khaiifs of the houfe of Abbas. 

"*^ Dura was a fortified place in the wars of Antiochus againft the 
rebels of Media and Perfia (Polybius, 1. v. c. 48. 52. p. 548. 552. edit 
Cafaubon, in 8vo. ). 

'"^ A fimilar expedient was propofed to the leaders of the ten thon- 
fand, and wifely rejected. Xenophon, Anabafis, 1. iii. p. 255, 256, 
257. It appears, from our modern travellers, that rafts floating on 
bladders perform the trade and navigation of the Tifnris. 

'•• The firft military acts of the reign of Jovian arc related by Amminnns 
(XXV. 6.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 146. p. 364. \ and Zofimns 
(iii. p. 189, 190, 191.). Though we may diftruft the fairnefs of Liba- 
nius, the ocular teftimony of Eutropius (uno a Perfis atque altero 
proelio victus, x. 17.) muft incline us to fufpect, that Ammianns has 
been too jealous of the honour of the Roman arms. 

^**' Sextus Rufus (de Provindis, c. 29.) embraces a poor fubterfuge 
of national vanity. Tanta reverentia nominis Romani fuit , ut a Perils 
primus de pace fermo haberetur. 

^'^ It is prefumptuous to controvert the opinion of Ammianus, aL 
foldier and a fpectator. Yet it is difficult to underftand, how the 
mountains of Corduene could extend over the plain of AflTyria, as low 
as the conflux of the Tigris and the great Zab : or how an army of 
fixty^thoufand men could march one hundred miles in four days. 

'" The treaty of Dura is recorded with grief or indignation by 
Ammianus (xxv. 7-). Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 142. p. 364), Zofi- 
mus (1. iii. p. 190, 191.O, Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 117, 118, 
who imputes the diftrefs to Julian,'^ the deliverance to Jovian), and 
Eutropius (x. 17.). The laft-mentioned writer, who was prefent in 
a military ftation , ftyles this peace neceiTariam quidem fed ignobilem. 

''* Libanius, Orat. Parent. 143. p. 364, 365. 

''^ Conditionibus . . . difpendioiis Romanae reipublicx impofitis .... 
quibus cupidior regni quam gloriae Jovianus imperio rudis adquievit. 
Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, c. 29. La Bleterie has expreffed, in a 
long direct oration , thefe fpecious confiderations of public and private 
antereft (Hift. de Jovien , torn. i. p. 39, etc.). 

''^ The generals were murdered on the banks of the Zabatus ( Ana- 
bafis > 1. ii. p. 156. 1. iii. p. 226.), or great Zab> a river of AfTyria, 
400 feet broad , which falls into th{{ Tigris fourteen hours below 
Moful. The error of the Greeks beftowed on the great and lefTer Zab 
the names of the /3^o// i Lycus ) , and the Goat (Capros). They creat^ 
thefe animals to attend the Tyger of the Eaft. 

izs The CyropatUa is vague and languid: the Anabafis circamftantial 
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and animate^. Such is the eternal dilFerence between fiction and 
truth. 

"^ According to Rufinus, an immediate fupply of provifions was 
ilipulated by the treaty; aud Theodoret affirms, that the obligation 
was faithfully difcharged by the PerOans. Such a fact is probable, 
but undoubtedly falfe. See Tillemont> Hift. des Empereurs^ torn. iv. 
p, 702. 

*'^ We may'recoUect fome lines of LucaN (Pharfal. iv. 95.). who 
defcribes a fimilar dfftrefs of Cxfar's army in Spain : 

Saeva fames aderat 

Miles eget: toto cenfft non prodigus emit 
Exiguam Cererem. Proh lucri pallida tabes! 
Non deed prolato jejunus venditor auro. 
See puichardt (Nouveaux Memoires Militaires, tom. i. p. 379 - — 
382. ). His Analyfis of the two Campaigns iuXSpain and Africa, is the 
noblcft monument that has ever been raifed to the fame of Cxfar. 

»i« M. d'Anville (fee his Maps, and TEuphrate ct le Tigre, p. 92, 
93.) traces their march, and afUgns the true pofition of Hatra, Vr, 
and Thilfaphata , which Ammianus has mentioned. He does not 
complain of the 'Samtel , the deadly hot wind , which Thevenot 
(Voyages, part ii. 1. i. p. 192.) fo much dreaded. 

'^' The retreat of Jovian is dcf((ribed by Ammianus (xxv. 9.), 
Libanius ( Orat. Parent, c. 143* p- 26%.) and Zofimus 1. iii. p. 194. )• 

'^° Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. I45* P* Z66. Such were the natural 
hopes and wishes of a rhetorician. 

^*' The people of Garrhae, a city devoted to Paganifin, buried the 
inaufpicious meflenger under a pile of ilones (Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 196.). 
Libanius, when he received the fatal intelligence, caft his, eye on his 
fword: but he recollected that Plato had condemned fuicide, and 
that he muft live to compofe the panegyric of Julian (Libanius de Vit& 
fua , tom'. ii. p. 45 , 46. ). 

'^^ Ammianus and Eutropius may be admitted as fair and credible 
witneiTes of the public language and opinions. The people of Antioch 
reviled an ignominious peace, which expofed them to the Perfians, 
on a naked Lnd defencelefs frontier (excerpt. Valefiana, p. 845' ex 
Johanne Antiocheno.). , 

'*' The Abb^ de la Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien , torn. i. p. 212 — 227.), 
though a fevere cafuift, has pronounced that jQvian was not bound to 
execute his promife; fince he could not difmember the empire, not 
alienate, without their confent, the allegiance of his people. I have 
never found much delight or inftruction in fuch political metaphyfics. 

^** At NiCbis he performed a roya/ act. A brave officer , his name- 
fake , who had been thought worthy of the purple , was dragged from 
fupp.er , thrown into a well « and ftoned to death , without any form 
of trial or evidence of guilt. Ammian. xxv. 8. 

'V See XXV. 9. and Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 194 » I9S. 
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*** Chron. Pafchal, p. 300- The Ecclefiaftical Notitiae may be 
ConfuUed. 

'*7 Zoflmits, 1. ill. p. 192, 193. Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, c. 29. 
Au^uftin de Civifat. Dei, 1. iv. c. 29. This general poGtion miift be 
applied and interpreted with fome caution. 

'*' Ammianu?:^ xxv. 9. Zolimus, 1. iii. p. 19^. He might be edax, 
et vino Vencrique indulgens. But I agree with La Bleterie ( tom/i. 
p. 148 — M4.)» in rejecting the foolish report of a Bacchanalian riot 
(ap. Suidam celebrated at Antioch^ by the emperor, his wi/e, dnd 
a troop of concubines. 

"• The Abb^ de la Bleterie (torn. i. p. is«. 209.) handfomely 
expofes the brutal bigotry of Baronius, who would have thrown Julian 
to the dogs, ne cefpititi^ quidem fepultur^ dignus 

^*^ Compare the fophtft and the faint (Lihanius, Monod. t«m. ii. 
p. 2SI. and Orat Parent, c. I45. p 3^7- c. i<6. p. ^77. with Gregory 
Nazianzeu, Orat. iv. p. T2S — 132.). The Chriftian orator faintly 
mutters fome exhortations to modefty and forgivenefs : but he is well 
fatisfied, that the real fuiferings of Julian will far exceed the fabulous 
torments of Ixion or Tantalus. 

*'' Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 549.) has collected 
thefe virions. Some faint or angel was obferved to be abfent in the 
night on a fecret expedition, etc. 

'J* Sozomen (1. vi. 2.) applauds the Creek doctrine- of /yr<m/izV/V<; 
but the whole paflage, which a jefuit might have translated, is pru- 
dently fupprefltd by the prefident Coufin. 

'5 5 Immediately after the death of Julian, an uncertain rumour 
was fcattered, telo cecidiflTe Romano. It was carried, by fome dc- 
ferters, to the Perfian camp; and the Romans were reproached as the 
affaffins of the emperor by Sapor and his fubjects ( Ammian. xxv. «. 
Libanius de ufcifcend^ Juliani nece, xiii. p. 162, i63.\ It was urged, 
as a decifiv^ proof, that no Periian had appeared to claim the promifed 
reward (Liban. Orat. Parent, c. 141. p. 363-) But the flying horfemaii, 
who darted the fatal javelin, might be ignorant of its effect; or he 
might be slain in the fame action. Ammianus neither feels nor infpires 
a fufpicion. 

*'♦ O? rig £VToXy,v ^Xjjpwv rw o-^wv ocvtoov Kpxovri, This dark and 
ambiguous expreffion may point to Athanafius , the firft, without a 
rival, of the Chriftiart clergy (Libanius de ulcif. Jul. nece, c. 5. p. 149. 
La Bleterie, Hift. de Jovien, tom. i. p. 179.}. 

**' The Orator (Fabricius, Bibliot. Grace, tom, vii. p. 14? 179*) 

fcatters fufpicions, demands an inquiry, and infinuates, that proofs 
might ftill be obtained. He afcribes the fuccefs of the Huns to the 
criminal neglect of revenging Julian's death. 

'J* At the funeral of VefpaCan, the comedian who perfonated that 
frugal emperor, anxiously enquired how much it coft — Fourfcore 
thouland pounds (centies) — Give me the tenth part of the fum, and 

throw 
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throw my body into the Tyber. Sueton. in Vefpafian. c. 19. with the 
notes 5f CaTaubon and Gronovius. 

IJ7 Gregory (Orat. iv. p. IT9, 120.) compares this fuppored ignominy 
and ridicule to the funeral honours of Conftantius, whofe body was 
chaimted over mount Taurus by a choir of angels. 

''* Q^uintus Curtius, 1. iii. c. 4. The luxuriancy of his defcrip- 
tions has been often ccnfured. Yet it was almoft the duty of thft' 
hiftorian to defcribe a river, whofe waters had nearly proved fatal to 
Alexander. 

^'' Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 1^6. p. 377. Yet he acknowledges 
with gratitude the liberality of tbe two royal brothers in decorating 
the tomb of Julian (de ulcif. Jul. nece, c. 7. p. 152.). 

'*** Cujus fuprema et cineres, fi qui tunc juft6 confuleret, non 
Cydnus videre deberet, quamvis gratifiimus amnis et liquidus : vfecl 
ad perpetuandam gloriam recte factorum prseterlambere Tiberis, inter- 
fecans urbem seternam» divorumque veterum monumenta prsellringens* 
Ammian. xxv. lo. 



CHAP. XXV. 

' The medals of Jovian adorn him with victories, laurel crowns, 
and proftrate captives. Ducan^e, Famil. Byzantin. p. 52. Flattery is 
a foolish fuicide : she deflroys herfelf with her own hands. 

* Jovian reftored to the church tov u^xxiov KOCyncvj a forcible and 
comprehcnfive expreffion ( Philoftorgius, 1. viii. c. 5^ with Godefroy's 
Difiertations , p 329. Sozomen , 1. vi. c. 3.)- The new law which 
condemned the rape or marriage of nuns (Cod- Theod. 1. ix. tit. xxv. 
leg. 2.), is exaggerated by Sozomen; who fuppofes, that an amorous 
glance, the adultery of the heart, was punished with death by th« 
evangelic legislator. 

^ Compare Socrates, 1. iii. e. 25. and Philoftorgius, 1. viii. c. 6. 
with Gudefroy's Difiertations, p. 330. 

* The word cxUfiial faintly exprefles the impious and extravagant 
flattery of the emperor to the archbishop, r>jf ttoq^ tov (diorroov oXwy 
oiuLot(»i<r£Ci)^. (See the original epiflle in Athanafius, tom. ii. p. 33.) 
Gregory Nazianzcn (Orat. xxi.p. 392.) celebrates the friendship of 
Jovian and Athanadus. The primate^s journey was advifed by the 
Egyptian monks (Tillemont, M^m. ^EccUf. tom. viii. p 221. V 

' Athanafius, at the court of Antioch, is agreeably reprefented 
by La Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, tom. i. p. 121 — ^I4"^0: he translates 
thfe lingular and original conferences of the emperor, the primate of 
Egypt, and the Arian deputies The Abb6 is not fatisfied with the 
coarfe pleafautry of Jovian; but his partiality for Athanadus afi'umes^ 
in his eyes , the character of j-uflice. 

Vol. IV. . € c 
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* The true aera of his death is perplexed with feme difficulties 
(Tillemont, M^m. EccHf. torn. viii. p. 7i9 — 723.). But the date 
(A. D. 373, Maya. )» which feems the moft confiftent with hiftory 
and reafon , is ratified by his authentic life (Maftei OfTervazioni Let- 
terarie, torn. iii. p. 81.); 

7 See the obfervations of Valefius and Jortin (Remarks on EccIeOaftical 
Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 38 ) on the original letter of Athanafius; which is 
preferved by Theodoret (I. iv. c. %.). In fome MSS. this iqdifcreet 
promife is omitted, perhaps by the Catholics, jealous of the prophetic 
jame of their leader. 

• Athanafius (apud Theodoret, 1. iv. c. 3.) magnifies the number 
of the orthodox , who compofed the whole world , ttx^b^ oXtyojv tuv 
TX A^im 0f 2Vi<vrwv. This affertion was veiified in the fpace of thirty 
pr forty years. 

• Socrates, 1. iii. c. 24. Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 131.). and 
libanius (Orat. Parentalis, c. 14S. p. 3^90, exprefs the /lying fenti- 
ments of their refpective factions. 

'* Themiftius, Orat. v. p. 63 — 7i. edit. Harduin. Paris, I684. 
The Abb6 de la Bletcrie judiciously remarks <Hift. de Jovien , tom. i. 
p. 199.), that Sozomen has forgot the general toleration; and The- 
miftius , the eftablishment of the Ca'tholic religion Each of them 
turned away from the object which he disliked; and wished to fupprels* 
the part of the edict, the leaft honourable, in his opinion, to the em- 
perbr Jovian. 

'' 0/ & Avno%£;j ax i^^f*^? S/exs/vro ^foj ocvtov' kTjC S'PrsoTcojTrTov 
uvroY (»)^xt; tcoci ^ot^uho^t; , Tcoct ro;? aoi^^/uuvoi^ ^x/uLutra-otg {famofis 
libelUs). Johan. Antiochen. in Excerpt. Valefian. p. 845. The libels 
of Antioch may be admitted on very slight evidence. 

** Compare Ammianus (xxv. 10.), who omits the name of the 
Batavians'^, with Zofimus (1. iii. p. 197.) » who removes the fcene of 
action from Rheims to Sirmium. 

" Quos capita fcholarum ordo caftrenfis appellat. Ammian. xxv. la 
and Valef. ad locum. 

'* Cujus vagitus» pertinaciter reluctantis, ne in curuli felli vehe- 
retur ex more, id quod mox aecidit protendebat. Auguftus^ and his 
fuccefTors, refpectfully folicited a difpenfation of age for the Tons or 
nephews, whom they raifed to the confulship. But the curule chair 
of the firft Brutus had never been dishonoured by an infant 

'5 The Itinerary of Antoninus fixes Dadaftana 125 Roman miles from 
Nice; 117 from Ancyra (WefTeling, Itinerar. p. 142.). The pilgrim 
of Bourdeaux , by omitting fome ftages , reduces the whole ipace from 
a42 to 181 miles. Wefleling, p. ^74. 

^^ See Ammianus (xxv. loj, Eutropius (x. 18), who might likewife 
be prefent; Jeroni. (tom. i. p. 26. ad Heliodorum;, Orofius (vii. 31. >, 
Sozumen (1. vi. c. 6.), Zofimus (1. iii. p. 197, x98.), and Zonaras 
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(tonii ii. I. xiii. p. 18, 290. We cannot expect a perfect agreement, 
and we shall not difcufs min^ite differences. 

'^ Ammianus, uHmindful of his ufual candour and good fenfe, com* 
pares the death of the harmlefs Jovian to that of the fecond Afticanus, 
who had excited the fears and refentment of the popular faction. 

^* Chryfoftom, torn. i. p. 336. 3i44. edit. Montfaucon. The Chriftian 
orator attempts to comfort a Widow by the examples of illuftrious 
misfortunes; and obferves , that of nine emperors (including the Csefar 
Gallus), who had reigned in his time,- only two (Conftantine and 
Conftantius ) died a natural death. Such vague eonfolations have nevetf* 
wiped away a fingle tear. 

'' Ten days appear fcarcely fufficient for the march and election^ 
Bnt it may be obferved : i. That the generals might command the ex- 
peditious ufe of the public pofts for themfelves , their attendants , and 
meffengers. a. That the troops, for the eafe of the cities, marched in 
many divifions ; and that the head of the column might arrive at Nice » 
when the rear halted at Ancyra. 

*** Ammianus, xxvi. i. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 198. Phfloftbrgius ^ 1. viii. 
c. 8. and Godefroy, Diflertat. p. 334. Philoftorgius , who appears to 
have obtained fome curious and authentic iutelligence, afcribes the 
choice of Valentinian to the praefect Salluft, the matter- general Arin- 
theus, Dagalaiphus, count of the domeflic^, and the Patrician Datianus,- 
whofe.prefling recommendations from Ancyra had a weight^ influence 
in the election. 

*' Ammianus (xxx. 7. 9.). »nd the younger Victor ^ have furnished 
the portrait of Valentinian; which naturally precedes and Ului^rates 
the hillory of his reign. 

** At Antioch, where he Was obliged to attend the emperor to the 
temple, he ftruck a prieft, who had prefumed to purify him with 
luftral water (Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 6. Theodoret, 1. iii. c. 15. y. Such 
public defiance might become Valentinian ; bnt it could leave no room 
for the unworthy delation of the philofopher Maximus, which fuppofes 
fome more private offence (Zofimus, I. iv. p. 20c ,• aoi.). 

*' Socrates, 1. iv. A previous exile to Melitene, or Thebais (t>e 
firft might be poflible), is interpofed by Sozomen (1. vi. c. 6.) and 
Fhiloftorgius, I. vii. c. 7. with Godefrdy*s Differtations , p. 293.)- 

*♦ Ammianus, in along, becaufe unfeafonable, digreifion (xxvi. 
J, and Valefius ad locum), rashly fuppofes that he underAandS an 
agronomical queftion, of which his readers are ignorant. It is treated 
with more judgment and propriety by Cenforinus (de Die Natali , 
c. 20.), and Macrobius ( Saturnal. 1. i. cap. la-^*^!^. ), The apella^ 
tion of BiffextiU^ which marks the inaufpicious year (Auguftin. ad 
Janilarium, Epift. 119.), is derived from the repetition of th6 Jixtk 
day of the calends of March. 

^^ Valentinian's firft fpeech is full in Ammianus (xxvi. 2.); concife- 
a.n(t (ententious is fiiiloftorgius (1. viii. c. S.). 
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** Si tHOS, amas, Iraperator optirac, habes firatrem ; fi Rempub* 
licam , quaere quern veftias. Ammian. xxvi. 4. In the divifion of 
the empire , V^entinian retained that fincere counfellor for bimfelf 
<C. 6.). 

*7 In fuburbano, Ammian. xxvi. 4. The famous Hchdomon^ or 
field of xMars, was diftaiit from Conftantinople either feven iladia 
or feven miles. See Valefius and his brother,' ad loc. and Ducange. 
Conft. 1. ii. p. 140, 141. 172, 173. 

*' Participem quidem legitimum poteftatis ; fed in modum appari- 
toris morigerum, ut progredieas apperiet textus. Ammian. xxvi. 4- 

*• Notwithftanding the evidence of Zonaras, Suidas, and the Paf- 
chal Chronicle, M. de Tillemont ^Hift. des Empereurs , tom. v. p,€7i.) 
wishes to disbelieve thefc ftories fi avantageufes k un payen. 

^^ Eunapius celebrates and exaggerates the fufferings of Maximus 
<82, 83.): yet he allows, that this fophift or magician « the guilty 
favourite of Julian, and the perfonal enemy of Valentiuian, was 
difmiffed on the payment of a fmall fiue. 

'' The loofe afiertions of a general difgrace (ZoHfliuS, 1. iv. p. 201.) 
are detected and refuted by Tillemont (torn, v. p. 2r.), 

'* Ammianus, xxvi. ^. 

" Ammianus fays, in general terms, fubagreftis ingenii, nee bellicis 
nee liberalibus ftudiis eruditus. Ammian. xxxi. 14. The orator The- 
tniHius, with the genuine impertinence of a Greek, wished, for the 
iiril time, to fpeak the Latin language, the dialect of his fovereign, 
TKV oixXt^iTov ytoxrufTccv* Orat. vi. p. 71. 

'♦ The uncertain degree of alliance, or confanguinity, is exprefled 
by tlie words avso^'cj , cognatujs, confobrinus (See Valefius ad Am- 
iniau. xxiii. 3.). The mother of Procopius might be a fider of Bafilina, 
and Count Julian, the mother and uncle of the apoftate. Ducanget, 
f am. Byzantin. p. 49. . 

'5 Ammian. xxiii. 3. xxvi. 6. He mentions the report with much 
hefitatien : fufurravit obfcurior fama; nemo enim dicti auctor exftitit, 
verus. It ferves , however, to mark, that Procopius was a pagan. 
Yet his religion does not appear to have promoted , or obilructed, 
his pretenfions. 

'^ One of his retreats was a country- houfe of Eunomius, the 
heretic. The matter was abfent, innocent, ignorant: yet he narrowly 
efcaped a fentence of death, and was banished into the remote parts 
of Mauritania (Philoftorg. 1. ix. c. %. 8. and Godefroy*s Diflert. 
p. 365 378.). 

'7 Hormifdse maturo juveni Hormifdae regalis illius filio , poteftatem 
Proconfulis detulit; et civilia , more veterum , et bella , recturo. 
Ammian. xxvi. 8. The Pertian prince efcaped with honour and fafety, 
and was afterwards (A. D. 380.) reftored to the fame extraordinary 
office of proconful of Bithynia (Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
torn. V. p. 204.)* I am ignorant whether the race of Saifan was 
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propagated. I find (A. D. sr4.) a pope Hormifdas; but he was a 
native of Frufino, in Italy (Pagi. Brev* Pontific. torn. i. p. 247.). 

^* The infant rebel was afterwards the wife of the emperor Gratiair; 
but she died young and ehildlefs. See Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. 
p. 48. 59. 

'* Sequimini culminis fummi proftpiam , was the language of Fro- 
copius; who affected to defpife the obfcure birth , and fortuitous 
election, of the upftart Pannonian* Ammian. xxvi^ 7. 

*** Et dedignatus hominem fuperare certamine defpicabilem , auctori- 
tatis et celfi fiducia corporis, iplis hoftibus juflit, fuum vincirc recto- 
rem: atque ita turmarum antelignanus umbratilis comprenfus fuorum 
manibus. The ftrength and beauty of Arintheus, the new Hercules, 
are celebrated by St. Bafil ; who fuppofes that God had created him as 
an inimitable model of the human fpecies. The painters and fCulptors 
could not exprefs his figure: the hiilorians appeared fabulous when 
they related his exploits (Ammian. xxvi. and Valef. ad loc). 

*' The fame field of battle is placed by Ammianus in Lyci^, and 
by Zofimus at Thyatira; which are at the diftance of 150 miles from 
each other. But Thyatira alluitur Lyco (Plin. Hift. Nat«r. v. 31. 
Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. 79) v a"d the tranfcribers might 
cafily convert an obfcure river into a well-known province, 

**% The adventures, ufurpation, and fall of Procopius, are related, 
in a regular feries, by Ammianus (xxvi. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.) and Zofi- 
mus (1. iv. p. 203 — 210.). They often illuftratej, and feldom con- 
tradict, each other. Themiftius (Orat. vii. p. 91, 92.) adds fonic 
bafe panegyric; and Eunapius (p. S3» 84* ) lome malicious fatire. 

^^ Libanius de ulcifcend. Julian, nece, c. ix. p. IS8, 1^9. The 
fophift deplores the public frenzy, but he does not (after their deaths) 
impeaeh the juftice of the emperors. 

*♦ The French and English lawyers, of th€ prefent agev allow the 
theory, and deny the practice, of .witchcraft , Denifart Recueil de Deciiions 
de Jurifprudence, an mot Soreiers, torn. iv. p. ^53' Blackflone's Com- 
mentaries, vol. iv. p. 60.). As private reafon always prevents, or 
outftrips, public wifdom , the prefident Montefquieu (Efprit desLoix, 
1. xii. c. s, 6.) rejects the exiftence of magic. 

^5 See Oeuvres de Bayle, tom. iii. p. S67 — S89. The fceptic of 
Rotterdam exhibits, according to his cu^om, a ilrange medley of loofe 
knowledge > and lively wit. 

^* The pagans diftinguished between good and bad magic, |ke 
Theurgic and the Goetic (Hift. de I'Acad^mie, etc. ton), vii. p. 2S. ). 
But they could not have defended this obfcure diftinction againft the 
acute logic of Bayle. In the Jewish and Chriftian fyftem , all daemons 
are infernal fpirits ; and all commerce with them is idolatry, apoftacy, 
etc. which deferves death and damnation. 

^♦7 The Cauidia of Horace CCarm. 1. v. od. <. with Dacier's and 
Sanadon's illuftrationsj is a vulgar witch. The Erictlio of Lucan 
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(Pharfal. vi. 430 — 83o.). is tedious, difgitfting, but fometimes fublime,- 
She chides the delay of the Furies; and threatens, with tremendous 
obfrurity, to pronounce their real names; to reveal the true infernal, 
countenance of Hecatt; to invoke the fecret powers that lie telow 
bell, etc. 

^' Gemis hominum potentibus infidum, fperantibus fallax, quod in 
civitate noftra et vctabitur Temper et retinebitur. Tacit. HiiL i. 21, 
See Auguftin. de Civitate Dei, 1. viii. c. 19. and .the Theodofian Code* 
|. ix. tit. xvi. with Godefroy's Commentary. 

♦• The perfecution of Antioch was occaiioned by a criminal confulta- 
tion. The twenty -four letters of the alphabet were arranged round 
a magic tripod; and a dancing ring, which had been placed in the 
centre, pointed to the four fitil letters in the name of the future em. 
peror,' 0. E. O. A. Theodorus (perhaps with many others wha 
owned the fatal fyllables) was executed. Theodoliys fucceeded. Lardner 
(Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv, p. .^53 — 372*) has copiously and fairly 
{examined this dark tranfaction of the reign of Valens. 
f^ Limus ut hie durefcit, et hxc ut cera liquefcit 

Uiio eodemque igni Virgil. Bucolic, viii. 80. 

Devovit abfentes, fimulacraque cerea figit. 

Ovid, in Epifl. Ilypfil. ad Jafon. 9T. 
Such vain incantations could affect the mind, and increafe tbt diC* 
eafe, of Germanicus. Tacit. Annal. ii. 69. 

5' See Heineccius Antiquitat. Juris Roman, torn. ii. p. 35^, etc. Cod. 
I Theodofian. 1. ix. tit. 7. with Godefroy*s Commentary. 

5* The cruel perfecution of Rome and Antioch is defcribed, and moft 
probably exaggerated, by Ammianus (xxviii. i. xxix. I, 2.) and 

Zofimus (1. iv. p. 216 218.). The philofopher Maximus, with fomc 

juftice , was involved in the charge of magic (Eunapius in Vit. Sophift. 
p. 88, 89-); and young Chryfoftom, who had accidentally found one 
of the profribed books, gave himfelf for loll (Tillemont, Hift. des 
Empereurs, torn. v. p. 340.). 

5 J Confult the fix laft books of Ammianus , and more particularly 
the portraits of the two royal brothers (xxx. 8, 9. xxxi. 14.). Tillemont 
has collected (tom. v. p. 12 — 18. p. 127 — 1330 from all antiquity their 
virtues and victs. 

'♦ The younger Victor afTerts, that he was valde timidus: yet he 
behaved, as almoft every man would do, with decent relblution at 
th^head of an army. The fame hiftorian attempts to prove, that his 
anger was harmlefs. Ammianus obftrves, with more candour and 
Jndjrment, incidentia crimina ad contemptam vel Ixfam principis am* 
pfitudinem trahens , in fanguinem fueviebat. ' 

5' Cum eflet ad acerbitatem naturae calore propenCor .... poenas 
j)er ignts augebat et gladios. Ammian. xxx. 8. See xxvii. 7. 

5* I have transferred the reproach of avarice from Valens tp his 



Digitized 



by Google 



TWENTY-FIFTH CHAPTER. 407 

fervairts. Avarice more properly belongs to minifters than to kinps; 
in whom that pafllon is commonly extinguished by abfolute pofTeffion, 

*7 He^j^metimes exprefled a fentencc of death with a tone of plea* 
fantry; **Abi, Comes, et miita ei caput, qui iibi mutari provinciam 
„ cupit." A boy who had slipped too haflily a Spartan hound ; an 
armourer, who had made a polished quirafs that wanted fome grains 
of the legitimate weight , etc. were tlie victims of his fury. 

'' The innocents of Milan were an agent and three apparitors #. 
whom Valentinian condemned for flgnifying a legal fummons. Am- 
mianus ( xxvii. 7.) ftrangely fuppofes, that all who had been unjullly 
executed were worshipped as martyrs by the Chriftians. His impartial 
filence does not allow us to believe , that the great chamberlain 
Rhodanus was burnt alive for an act of oppreflion (Chron. Pafchal* 
p. 302.). 

'^ Ut bene meritam in fylvas juifit abire Innoxiam, Ammian. xxix. 3. 
and Valefius ad locum. 

^^ See the Code of Juftinian, I. viii. tit. Hi. leg. 2. Unufquifque 
fobolem fuam nutriat. QvloCl fi exponendam putaverit aniniadveriioni 
quae conflituta eft fubjacebit. For the prefent I shall not interfere iq 
the difpiite between Noodt and Binkershock; how far> or how long, 
this unnatural practice had been condemned or abolished by lawi 
philufophy , and the more civilifed ftate of fociety. 

*' Thefe falutary inftitutions are explained in the Theodofian Code, 
].<Kiii. tit. iii. Dt Profijforibus et Mcdicis^ and 1. xiv. tit. ix. Dc Studiis 
liheraUbus Urbis Roma. Befides our ufual guide (Godefroy), we may 
confult Gianone (Iftoria di Napoli, torn. i. p. los — u^.), who has 
treated the intercfling fuhject with the zeal and curiofity of a man of 
letters, who ftudies his domeftic hiftory. 

** Cod. Thcodof. I. i. tit. xi. with Godefroy*s Paratition, which 
diligently gleans from the reft of the code. • 

*^ Three lines from Ammianus (xxxi. 14.) countenance a whole 
oration of Themiflius (viii. p. loi — 120), full of adulation, pe- 
dantry, and cohimon- place morality. The eloquent M.Thomas (tom. i, 
p. 366 — 396 ) has amufed himfelf with celebrating the virtues and 
jgenius of Themiftius , who was not unworthy of the age in which he 
lived. 

*♦ Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 202. Ammian. xxx. 9. His reformation of 
collly abufes might entitle him to the praife of, in 'provinciates ad- 
modum parens, tributorum ubique molliens farcinas. By fome his 
frugality wa$ ftyled avarice (Jerom. Chron. p. 186.). 

^^ Teftes funt leges a me in exordio Imperii mei datx : quibus 
nnicuique quod animo imbibiiTet colendi libera facultas tributa eft* 
Cod. Theodof. 1. ix. tit. xvi. leg. 9. To this declaration of Valen- 
tinian, we may add the various tcftimouies of Ammianus (xxx. 9.)» 
Zoflmus 1. iv. p. ?04<), and Sozomen (1. vi. c. 7. 21.). Paronius 
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would natorally blame fuch rational toleration (Annal. Ecclef. A. D« 
370. N* 129 — na. A. D. 57«. N* 3, 4. 

^' Eudoxus was of a mild and timid difpofition. When he baptized 
Viilens (A. D. 367.), be muft have been extremely old; fince he had 
ftudied theology fifty -five years before, under Lucian, ^learned and 

pious martyr. Philoitorg. 1. ii. c. 14 16 1. iv. c. 4. with Godefroy, 

p. 82. 206. and Tillemont^ M6m. Ecc\6L torn. v. p. 474 — 480, etc. 

*7 Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxv. p. 432 ) infults the perfecuting 
fpirit of the Arians» as an infallible fymptom of error and herefy. 

*■ This sketch of the eccleliaftical government of Valens is drawn 
from Socrates (1. iv.), Sozomen 1. vi.), Theodoret (1. iv.), and 
the immenfe compilations of Tillemont (particularly tom. vi. viii. 
and ix.). « 

** Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory , vol. iv. p. 78.) 
has already conceived and intimated the fame fufpicion. 

^^ This reflexion is fo obvious and forcible, that Orofius (1. vii. 
c. 32, 330 delays the perfecution till after the death of Valentinian. 
Socrates, on the other hand, fuppofes (1. iii. c. %2.)^ that it was 
appeafcd by a philofophical oration , which Themiftius pronounced 
in the year 374 ( Oi;at. xii. j). 154. in Latin only). Such contra- 
dictions diminish the evidence, and reduce the term, of the perfecution 
of Valens. 

^' Tillemont, whom I follow and abridge, has extracted (M6m« 
Ecclef. tom. viii. p. IS3 — 167.) the nioft authentic circumllanaes 
from the Panegyrics of the two Gregories; the brother, and the friend, 
of Bafil. The letters of Bafil himfelf ( Dupin , Biblioth^que Eccl^- 
fiailique, tom. ii. p. I5S — 180.) do not prefent the image of a very 
lively perfecution. 

7^ Bafilius Cxfarienlis epifcopus Cappadocix clarus habetur . . . . 
qui multa continentiae* et ingenii bona uno fuperbise malo perdidit. 
This irreverent paflTage is perfectly in the ftyle and character of St. 
Jcrom. It does not appear in Scaliger's edition of his Chronicle; 
but Ifaac Voflius found it in fome old MSS. which had not been 
reformed by the monks. 

7' This noble and charitable foundation (almoft a new city) furpafled 
in merit, if not in greatnefs, the pyramids, or the walls of Babylon, 
It was principally intended for the reception of lepers (Greg. Nazianzen* 
Orat. x>. p. 439.). 

7* Cod. Theodof. 1. xii; tit. i. leg. 63. Godefroy (tom. iv. p. 409 — 
413.) performs the duty of a commentator and advocate. Tillemont 
(M^m. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. ScB. ) fuppcfes a fecond law to excufe his 
orthodox friends , who had mifreprefented the edict of Valens , and 
fupprefTed the liberty of choice. 

7 5 See d'Anville, Defcription de I'Egypte, p. 74. Hereafter I shall 
eonfider the monailic inilitutions. 

^^ Socrates » J. iv. c. 24, as- Orofius, I. vii. c. 33. Jerom in 
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Chron. p. I89. and torn. ii. p. 212. The monks of Egypt performed 
snany miracles, which prove the truth of their faith. ^ Riglu, fays- 
Jortin (Remarks, vol. iv. p. 79.) » hut what proves the truth of thofe 
miracles? 

77 Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 20. Godefroy (tom. vi. p. 49. ), 
after the example of Baronius, impartially collects all that the fathers 
have faid on the fubject of this important law; whofe fpirit was 
long afterwards revived by the emperor Frederic II. , Edward I. of 
England , and other Chriftian princes who reigned after the tvv^elfth 
century. 

7* The exprelTions wKichtT have ufed are temperate and feeble, 
if compared with the vehement invectives of Jerom (tom. i. p. 13. 
4^. 144 » etc.). In his turn, he was reproached with the guilt which 
he imputed to his brother monks : and the SctUratus , the Verjipdlis , 
was publicly accufed as the lover of the widow Paula (tom. ii. p. 363.). 
He undoubtedly poflefled the affections , both of the mother and the 
daughter; but he declares, that he never abufed his Influence, to 
any felfish or fenfual purpofe. 

7* Pudet dicere, facerdotes idolorum, mimi ct aurigse, ct fcorta, 
liaereditates capiunt: folis cUricis ac monachis hkc lege prohibetur. Et 
non prohibetur a perfecutoribus , fed a principibus Chriftianis. Nee 
de lege queror; fed doleo cur merucrlmus hanc legem. Jerom (tom. i. 
p. 13.) difcreetly infinuates the fecret policy of his patron Damafus. 

*** Three words of Jerom, fanctet memoria Damafus (tom. ii. p. 109.), 
wash away all his ftains ; and blind the devout eyes of Tillemont 
£M^m. EccHf. tom. viii. p. 386 — 424.). 

*^ Jerom himfclf is forced to allow , crudeliffimae interfectiones 
diverfi fexfts perpetratae (in Chron. p. 186.). But an original libel or 
petition of two presbyters of the adverfe party, has unaccountably 
cfcaped. They affirm, that the doors of the Balilica were burnt, and 
that the roof was untiled; that Damafus marched at the head of his own 
clergy, grave-diggers, charioteers, and hired gladiators; that none of 
his party were killed, but that one hundred and fixty dead bodies wbre 
found. This petition is published by the P. Sirmond, in the firft volume 
of his works. 

** The Bafilica ofSicininus, or Liberius , is probably the church of 
Sta Maria Maggiore, on the Efquiline hill. Baronius, A. D. 367. N«.3.; 
and Donatus, Roma Antiqua etNova, 1. iv. c. 3. p. 4fJ2. 

*» The enemies of Damafus ftyled him Aurifcalpius Matronatfim , the 
ladies ear-fcratcher. 

«♦ Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxxii. p. <;26.) defcribes the pride and 
luxury of the prelates, who reigned in the Imperial cities; their gilt 
ear, fiery fteeds, numerous train, etc. The crowd gave way as to a 
wild beaft. 

■5 Ammian. xxvii. 3. Perpetuo Numini, yerifquc ejus cultoribus. 
The incomparable pliancy of a Polytheift! 
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•' Ammianus, who makes a fair report of his prsefecture (xxvli.f.), 
ilyles him pra^clarae indolis , gravitatifque, fenator (xxii. 7* and,Valef. 
ad loc,). A (prions infcription (Gruter MCII. N** 2 J records, in two 
columns, his religious and civil honours In one line he was Pontiff 
of the Sun, and of Veda, Augur, Quindecemvir, Hieroph^lnt, etc* etc. 
In the other, i. Q,useftor candidatus, more probably titular, s. Praetor. 
3. Corrector of Tufcany and Umbrla. 4- Confular ofLufitania 5 Pro- 
conful* of Achaia. 6. Frxfect of Rome. 7. Praetorian prsefect of Italy. 
6. Of Illyricum. 9. Conful elect; but he died before the beginning of the 
year 38^. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 241. 736. 

'^ Facite me Romanae urbis epifcopuii*; et ero protinus Chfiftianus 
(Jerom, tom. ii. p. 16^.). It is more than probable, that Damafus 
would not have purchafed his converfion at fuch a price. 

" Ammiad. xxvi, %. Valefius adds a long and good note on the 
mafter of the offices. 

** Ammian. xxvii. i. Zofimus, I. iv. p. 208. The difgrace of tha 
Batavians is fupprefled by the contemporary foldier, from a regard, for 
military honour , which could not affect a Greek rhetorician of the 
fucceeding nge, ^ 

•* See d'Anville, Notice de Pancienne Gaule, p. 587. The name of 
the Mofelle, which is not fpecified by Ammianus, is clearly underflood 
by Mafcou < Hifl. of the ancient Germans, vii. 2.). 

'^ The battles are defcribed by Ammianus (xxvii. i. ), and >y 
Zofimus (1. iv. p, 209* )> who fuppofes Valentinian to have l^eeo 
prefent. 

** Studio folicitante noflroirum, occubuit. Ammian. xxvii. lO. 

" The expedition of Valentinian is related by Ammianus (xxvii. 
10.); and celebrated by Aufonius (Mofell. 4-1 ♦ etc.), who foolishly 
fuppofes, that the Romans were ignorant of the fources of the Danube. 

^* Immanis enim natio, jam inde ab incunabulis primis varietate 
cafuum imminuta; ita faepius adolefcit, ut fuiile longis faeculis xflimetur 
intacta. Ammian. xxviii. S> The Count de Buat (Hifl. des Peuples 
de lEurope, tom. vi. p. 370.) afcribes the fecundity of the Alemanni 
to their eafy adoption of flrangers. 

*5 Ammian. xxviii. 2. Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 214. The younger Victor 
mentions the mechanical genius of Valentinian , nova arma meditari ; 
Rn^Qve terra, feu limo fimulacra, 

f^ Beliicofos ct pubis immeufae viribus afHuentes; et ideo metuendos 
finitimii univerfis. Ammian. xxviii. S. 

^7 I am always apt to fufpect hiflorians and travellers of improving: 
extraordinary facts into general laws. Ammianus afciibes a fimilar 
» cuftom to Egypt; and the Chinefe have imputed it to the Tatfin , or 
Roman empire (de Guignes , Hifl. des Huns, tom. ii. part i. p. 79.) 

*' S.ilinarum finiumque caufA Alemannis faepe jurgabant. Ammian. 
xxviii. 5. Poffibly they difputed the pofTefHon of the Saia^ a river whicj^ 
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produced fait, and which had been the object of ancient contention. 
Tacit. Annal. xiil. S7., and Lipfius ad loc, 

•• Jam inde temporibus prifcis fobolem fe efle Romanam Burgundii 
fciunt: and the vague tradition gradually afTumed a more regular form 
( OroC 1. vii. c. 32.)- It is annihilated by the decifive authority of Pliny, 
who compofed ' the hiftory of Drufus ,• and ferved in Germany C Plin,i 
Secund. Epift. iii. 5.;, within fixty years after the death of that hero. 
Gcrmanorum genera quinque; Vindili, quorum pars i^ur^/iiZ/CAAr, etc. 
(Hift. Natur. iv. a8 j 

>•« The wars and negDciations, relative to the Burgundians and 
Alemanni, are diftinctly related by Ammianus Marcellinus (xxviii. %. 
xxix. 4. XXX. 3.) Orofius (I. vii. c. 32.), and the Chronicles of Jerom 
and Cdlfiodorus, fix fome dates, and add Tome circumfiances. 

***' £^i Tc» «y%£v« TYiZ Kiya/3J<Kr? xsfTovjjTv, 2«|ov5^ At the north- 
ern extremity of the peninfufa (the Cimbric promontory of Pliny ^iv, 
a70 Ptolemy fixes the remnant of the Cimbri. He fills the interval 
between the Saxons and the Cimbri with fix obfcure tribes , who were 
united > as early as the fixth century, under the national appellation 
of Danes, See Cluver. German. Antiq. 1. iii. c. 21, 22, 23.' 

^** M. d'Anville (Etabliflement des Etats de I'Europe, etc. p. 19 — 
26.) has marked the extenfive limits of the Saxony of Charlemagne. 

loj rpjjg ijgp^ of Drufus had failed in their attempt to pafs, ^r- e^en 
to approach, the Sound (ftyled, from an obvious refemblance, the co- 
lumns of Hercules ; and the naval enterprize was never refumed (Tacit. 
de Moribus German, c. 340 The knowledge which the Romans ac- 
quired of the naval powers of the Baltic, (c. 44, 4S. it was obtained 
|)y their land journies in fearch of amber. 

'** Q^nin et Aremoticus- piratam Saxona tractus, 

Sperabat; cui pelle falum fulcare Britannum 
Ludus; et afiuto glaucum mare findere lembo. 

Sidon. in Panegyr. Avit. 369. 
The genius of Caefar imitated > for a particular fervice, thefe rude, but 
light, veflels, which were likewife ufed by the natives of Britain (Cont- 
inent, de Bell. Civil, i. SI. and Guichardt , Nouveaux Mdmoires Mili- 
taires, tom. ii. p 41 » 42.). The British vefiels would now aftonish 
the genius of Caefar. 

***' The beft original account of the Saxon pirates may be found 
in Sidonius Apollinaris (I. viii. epift. 6. p. 223. edit. Sirmond.), and 
the beft commentary in the Abb^ du Bos (Hift. Crrtique de la Monarchic 
Francoife, etc. torn. i. 1. i. c. 16. p. 148 — ISS. See likewife p. 77,78.); 

**>* Ammian. xxviii. <.) juftifies this breach of faith to pirates and 
robbers; and Orofius (1. vii. c. 32.) more clearly exprefies their real ' 
guilt; virtute atque agilitate terribiles. 

'*7 Symmachus (I. ii. epift. 46.) ftill prefumes to mention the facred 
names of Socrates and philofophy. Sidonins » bishop of Clermont , 
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might condemn (1. viii. epift. 6.)* with Ufs inconiillency, the humim 
facrifices of the Saxons. 

'**■ In the beginning of the laft century, the learned Cambden was 
obliged to undermine , with refpectful fcepticifm , the romance of 
Brutus , the Trojan; who is now buried, in filent oblivion, with Scota, 
the daughter of Pharaoh , and her numerous progeny. Yet I am 
informed , that fome champions of the Milejian colony may ftill be 
found among the original natives of Ireland. A people difTatisfied 
witli their prefent condition , grafp at any villons of their paft or future 
glory. 

'*• Tacitus, or rather his father-in-law Agricola, might remark 
the German or Spanish complexion of fome British tribes. Bur it was 
their fober deliberate opinion. ** In univerfum tamen seilimanti Gallos 
„ vicinum folum occnpifTe credibile e#. Eorum facra deprehendas . . . 
„ fermo baud multum diverfus (in Vit. Agricot. c. xi. ). ** Caeiar had 
obferved their common religion (Comment, de Bello Gallico, vi. 13.); 
and in his time, the emigration from the Belgic Gaul was a recent* 
or' at leaft an hillorical event (v. lo.). Cambden, the British Strabo, 
has modeftly afcertained our genuine antiquities (Britannia, vol. i. 
Introduction, p. ii — xxxi«). 

*'* In the dark and doubtful paths of Caledonian antiquity, I have 
chofen for my guides two leained and ingenious Highlanders, whom 
their birt^ and education had peculiarly qualified for that office. See, 
Critical DifTertations on the Origin, Antiquitie<;, etc. of the Caledonians* 
by Dr. John Macpherfon, London, 17^8, in 4ro. ; and. Introduction 
to the Hidory of Great Britain and Ireland , by .James Macpherfon , 
Efq; London, 1773 » i" 4to. third edit. Dr. Macpherfon was a minifter 
in the Isle of Sky: and it is a circumflance honourable for the prefent 
age, that a work, replete with erudition and criticifm, should have 
been compofed in the moft remote of the Hebrides. 

"' The Irish defcent of the Scots has been revived, in the laft mo- 
ments of its decay, and ftrenuously fupported, by the Rev. Mr. Whitaker 
(Hift. of Manchefter, vol. i. p. 430, 43i.; and Genuine Hiftory of the 
Britons afferted , etc. p. 1^4 — 293.). Yet he acknowledges, i. That 
the Scots of Ammianus Marcellinus (A. D. 340.. were already fettled in 
Caledonia; and that the Roman authors do not afford any hints of their 
emigration from another country. 2. That all the accounts of fuch 
emigrations, which have been afTrtcd, or received, by Irish bards, 
Scotch hiftorians, or English antiquarie* (Buchanan, Cambden, Usher, 
Stillingflect, etc. , are totally fabulous. 3. That three of the Irish tribes, 
which are mentioned by Ptolemy ( A. D. ISO.), were of Caledonian 
y extraction. 4. That a younger branch of Caledonian princes, of the 
houfe of Fingal, acquired and pofllfled the monarchy of Ireland. After 
thefe conceffions, the remaining difference between Mr. Whitaker and 
his adverfaries is minute and obfcure. The genuine hijiory , which he 
produces, of a Fergus, the coufin of Offian, who was tranfplanied 
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(A. D. 320.) from Ireland to Caledonia, is bi]i]t on a conjectural fup- 
plement to the Erfe poetry v and the feeble evidence of Richard of 
Cirencefler, a monk.of the fourteenth century. The lively fpirit of the 
learned and ingenious antiquarian has tempted him to forget the nature 
of a queilion, which he fo vehemently debates, and fo abfolutely decides. 
^'^ Hyeme tumentes ac fsevientes undas calc^ftis Ocean! fub remis 
veilris ; . . .. 4nfperatam imperatoris faciem Britannus expavit. 
Julius Firmicus Maternus de Errore Profan. Relig. p. 464. edit. 
Gronov. ad calcem Minuc. Fsel. See Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, 
torn. iv. p. 33<>. ). 

I .^'^ Libanius, Orat. parent, c. xxxix. p. 264* This curious paiTage 
has efcaped the diligence of our British antiquaries. 

''"^ The Caledonians praifed and coveted the gold, the ileeds, the 
lights, etc. of the ftranger. See Dr. Blair's Diflertation on Offian, 
vol. ii. p. 343 ; and Mr. Macpherfon's Introduction , p, 242 — 286. 

''' Lord Littleton has circumftantially related (Hiftory of Henry 
II. vol. i. p. 182.), and Sir David Dalrymple has slightly mentioned 
CAnnals of Scotland, vol. i. p. 690* a barbarous inroad of the Scots, 
at a time (A. D. ii37.) when law, religion, and fociety, miift have 
foftened their primitive manners. 

''^ Attacotti beliicofa hominum natio. Ammian. xxvii. 8. Cambden 
(Introduct. p. clii. ^ has reftored their true name in the text of Jerom. 
The bands of Attacotti, which Jerom had feen in Gaul, were afterwards 
ilationed in Italy and Illyricum (Notitia, S. viii. xxxix. xl.). 

^^7 Cum ipfe adolefcentulus in Gallia viderim Attacottos (or Scotos) 
gentem Britannicam humanis vefci carnibus; et cum per iilvas porcorum 
greges, et armentorum pecudumque reperiant, paftorum nates et femi- 
nRtum papilla s folere abfcindere; et has folas ciborum delicias arbitrari. 
Such is the evidence of Jerom (tom. ii. p. 75.), whofe veracity I find 
no reafon to queition. 

'^* Ammianus has concifely reprefcnted (xx. i. xxvi. 4. xxvii. 8. 
XX viii. 3.) the whole feries of the British war. 
*'> Horrefcit .... ratibus . . . impervia Thule. 
Ille .... nee falfo nomine Pictos 
Edomuit. Scotumque vago mucrone fecutus 
Fregit Hyperboreas remis audacibus undas. 

Claudian , in iii. Conf. Honorii, ver. 53 « ete. 

Madueriint Saxone fufo 

Orcades: incaluit Pictorum faiiguine Thule. 
Scotorum cumulos flevit glacialis lerne. 

In iv. Conf. Hon. v. 3T) etc. 
Sec likcwife Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 5.). But it is not eafy to 
appreciate the intriuHc value of flattery and metaphor. Compare the 
British victories of Bolanus (Statius, Silv. v. 2.) with his real cha- 
racter (Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. c. 16.). 
'^* Ammianus frequently mentions tbeir concilium annuum, legitimum. 
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etc. Lepth afid Sa4}rata are long fince ruined; but the city of Cfea, 
the native country of Apuleius , dill flourishes under the provincial 
denomination of Tripoli. See Cellarius ( Geograph. Antiqua, torn, ii^ 
part. ii. p. 8 1.), D'Anville (Geoyaphie Ancienne, torn. iii. p. 71 > 72. )» 
and Marmo!. (Afriqne, torn. ii. if. ^62.). 

'** Ammian. xviii. 6. Tillemont (Hid. des Empereurs, torn. v. 
p. 2<. 676.) has difcufled the chronological difficulties of the hiftory of 
Count Romanus. 

*** The chronology of Ammianus is loofe and obfcure: and OroCus 
(1. vii. c. 33. p. S^i. edit. Havercamp. feems to place the revolt of 
Firinus after the deaths of Valentinian and Valens. Tillemont Hid. 
des Emp. torn. v. p. 691.) endeavours io pick his way. The patient 
and fure- footed mule of the Alps may be trufted in the moft slippery 
paths. 

'*' Ammian. xxix. ?. The text of this >%ng chapter fifteen quarto 
pages) is broken and corrupted; and the narrative is perplexed by the 
want of chronological and geographical land- marks. 

**♦ Ammianus, xxviii. 4* Orofius, 1. vii. c. 33* p. 5Si, S?2. Jerom. 
in Chron. p. I87. 

'*' Leo Afiicanus (in the Viaggi di Ramuiio, torn. i. fol. 78-— 83.) 
has traced a curious picture of the people and the country ; which 
are -more minutely defcribed in the Afrique de Marmol. torn. ill. 
p. I — S4. 

'** This uninhabitable zone was gradually reduced , by the im- 
provements of ancient geography, from forty -five, to twenty -four, or 
even fixteen , degrees of latitude. See a learned and judicious note 
of Dr. Robertfon, Hift. of America, vol. i. p. 426. 

'*7 Intra, Ii credere libet, vix jam homines et magis fcmiferi . . : 
Blemmyes, Satyri , etc. Poniponius Mela, i. 4. p. 26. edit. Voff. in 
Svo. VWny philofophically explains ( vi. 3S.) the irregularities of nature, 
which he had credulously admitted (v. 8.). 

*** If the fatyr was the Orang-outang, the great human ape (Buffon, 
Hift. N^t. tom. xiv. p. 43. etc.), one of that fpecies might actually be 
shewn alive at Alexandria in the reign of Conftantine. Yet fome diffi* 
culty will ftill remain about the converfation which St. Anthony held 
with one of thefe pious favages in the defert ofThebais (.Jerom. in 
Vit. Paul. Eremit. tom. i. p. 238.). 

**• St. Anthony likcwife met one of thefe monfters; whofe exiftence 
was feriously alTerted by the emperor Claudius. The public^ laughed; 
but his praefect of Egypt had the addrefs to fend an artful preparation, 
the embalmed corpfe of an Hippocentaur ; which was preferved almoft 
a century afterwards in the Imperial palace. See Pliny H-d. Natur. vii. 
3.), and the judicious obfervations of Freret (M^moires de PAcad. tom. 
vii. p. 321, etc.). 

xj« The fable of the pigmies is as old as Homer (Iliad, iii. 6.). The 
pygmies of India and iEthiopia were (trifpiikami; twenty -feven inches 
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high. Every fpring their cavalry (mounted on rams and goats) march- 
ed, in battle array, to deftroy the cranes eggs, aliter (fays Pliny) 
futuris gregibus non refifti. Their houfes were built of mud, feathers, 
and egg-shells. See Pliny (vi. 3S. vii. 2.) and Strabo (I. ii. p. 121.). 

*'* The third and fourth volumes of the valuable Hiftoire des 
Voyages defcribe the prefent ftate of the negroes. The nations of 
the feacoaft have been polished by European commerce; and thofc 
ot the inland country have been improved by Moorish colonies. 
• *'* Hiftoire Philofophique et*Politique , etc. tom. iv. p 192. 

'" The evidence of Ammianus is original and decilive (xxvif, 12.), 
Mofes of Chorenc M. iii. c. 17. p. 249. aud c. 34. p. 269.), and Pro- 
copius ^ de Bell. Perfico, 1. i. c. 5. p. 17. edit. Louvre), have been 
confulted: but thofe hiilorians, who confound diftinct facts, repeat the 
fame events, and introduce firange ftories, muft be ufed with diffidence 
and caution. ' 

^'* Perhaps Art^ra, or Ardis; under whofe walls Caius, the 
grandfon of Augullus, was i^ounded. This fortrefs was iituate above 
Amida, near one of the fources of the Tigris. Sec d'Anville, Geo- 
granhie Ancieni^e, tom. ii. p. 1O6. 

^'5 Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 701.) proves, from 
chronology , that Oiympias mufl have been the mother of Para. 
' ''* Ammianus xxvii. 12. xxix I. xxk. i, 2.) has defcribed the events, 
without the dates, of the Perfian war. Mofes of Chorene (Hift. Armen. 
1. iii. c. 28. p. 261. c. 31. p. 266. c. 3^. p. 271.) affords fome addi- 
tional facts ; but it is extremely difficult to feparate truth from fable. 

^'7 Artaxerxes was the fucceflbr and brother { the coujin ^ german ) of 
the great Sapor; and the guardian of his fon Sapor III. (Agaihias , 1. iv. 
p. 136. edit. Louvre.). See the Univerfal Hiftory, vol. xi. p. 86. i6t. 
The authors of that unequal work have compiled the Saflanian dynafty 
with erudition and diligence: but it is a prepofterous arrangement to 
divide the Roman and Oriental accounts into two diftinct hiftories. 

»J8 Pacatus in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 22. and Orolius, I. vii. c. 34. Ictum- 
que tum fcedus eft, quo univerfus Oriens ufque ad nunc (A. D. \i6») 
tranquilliffime fruitur. 

^" See in Ammianus (xxx. i.) the adventures of Para, Mofes of 
Chorene calls hini Tiridates; and tells a long, and not improbable, 
ftory of his fon Gnelus; who afterwards made himfelf popular in Ar- 
menia, and provoked the jealoufy of the reigning king (iii. c. 21, etc* 
p. 2^;, etc. 

140 rpijg concife account •f the reign and conquefts of Hermanric, 
feems to be one of the valuable fragments, which Jornandes (c. 28.) 
borrowed from the Gothic hiftories of Ablavius , or Caffiodorus. 

^♦* M. de Buat (Hift. des Peuples de PEurope, tom. vi. p. 311-— » 
329.) invcftigates , with mpre induftry than fuccefs , the nations 
fubdued by the arms of Hermanric. He denies the exiftence of the 
Fafinolfroncii , «u account of the immoderate length q£ their nam^. 
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Yet the French envoy to Ratisbon , or Drefden , maft have traverfed 
the country of the Mtdiomatrici. 

*^* The edition of Grotius (Jornandes, p. 642.) exhibits the name 
of jEJiri. But reafon, and the Ambrofian MS. have reftored the 
jEfiii^ whofe manners and fituation are exprtfTed by the pencil of 
Tacitus (Germania, c. 4S.). * 

'♦^ Ammianus (xxxi. 3 ) obferves, in general terms: Ermenrichi 

nobiliflimi Regis, et, per multa variaque forticer facta, vicinis gentibuf 
formidati > etc. « 

144 Valens .... docetur relationibus Ducum, gentem Godiorum, 
e& tempeflate iniactam ideoque CxviiTittiam, confpirantem in unum, ad 
pervadendam parari coUimitia Thraciarum. Ammian. xxvi. 6. 

^♦5 M. de Buat (Hift. des Peuples de I'Europe, torn. vi. p. 33i.) has 
curiously afcert^ned the real number of thefe auxiliaries. The 3(^00 of 
Ammianus, and the 10,000 of Zofimus^ Mvtre only the firft divillons of 
the Gothic army. % 

i4<; xhe march, and fubfequent negtociation , are defcribed in the 
Fragments of Eunapius i Excerpt. Legat. p. 18. edit. Louvre\ The 
provincials , who afterwards became familiar with the Barbarians, 
found that their ftrength was more apparent than real. They were 
tall of nature; but their legs were clumty, and their shoulders were 
narrow. 

'47 Valens enim, ut confulto placuerat fratri, cujus regebatur arbitrio, 
arma concuilit in Gothos ratione jull^ permotus. Ammianus (xxvii. 4*) 
then proceeds to defcribe , not the country of the Goihs , but the 
peaceful and obedient province of Thrace, which was not affected by 
the war. 

'♦» Eunapius, in Excerpt. Legat. p. 18, I9- The Greek fophift muft 
have confidered as one and the fame war, the whole feries of Gothic 
hiftory till the victories and peace of Theodoiius. 

149 The Gothic war is defcribed by Ammianus (xxvii. 5.), ZoCmus 
(I, iv. p. 21 — 2f4.)» and Themiflius i.Orat. x. p. 129 — 141.)- The 
orator Themiftius was fent from the fenate of Conftantinople to congra- 
tulate the victorious emperor; and his fervile eloquence compares Valens 
on the Danube, to Achilles //i the Scamander. Jornandes forgets a war 
peculiar to the Viji-Goihs, and inglorious to the Gothic nume (Mafcou's 
Hift. of the Germans, vii. 3^. 

''** Ammianus (xxix. 6.) and Zofimus (1. iv. p. 219, 220.) carefully 
mark the origin and progrefs of the Ouadic and Sarmatian war. 

'*' Ammianus (xxx. S.), who acknowledges the merit, has cenfured, 
with becoming afperity , the oppreflive adminiftration of Petronius 
Probus. When Jerom translated, and continued, the Chronicle of 
Eufebiu^ (A. D. 3«o. See Tillemont, M6m. Ecclif. torn. xii. p. S3« 
62S.), he exprefled the truth, or at le^ll the public opinion of his 
country, \n the following words: " Probus ft. P. Illyrici iniquilfimis 
„ txibutorum exactionibus, ante provincias quas regebat, quam a Barbaris 

vailarentur , 
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vai^aretitur, erafit, " f Chron. edit. Scaliger, p. 18^. Animadverf. p. 1^9.)- 
The Sdtnt afterwards formed an intimate and tender friendsh p with 
the widow of'Probus; and the name of Count Equitius, with left 
propriety , bat without much injuftice, has been fubftitutcd in the text* 
"* Julian (Orat. vi. p. 198.) reprefents his friend Iphicles as a man 
of virtue and merit, Who had made himfelf ridiculous and unhappy , 
by adopiing the extravagant drefs and manners of the Cynics. 

^^' Ammian. xxx. ^. Jerom , who exaggerates the misfortune of 
Valentinian , refufes him even this laft confolation of revenge. Genitali 
vaftato folo, et iiiultam patriam derelinquens tom. u p. 26.). 

''^ See» on .the death of Valentinian, Ammianus (xxx. 6.), Zo« 
limus 1. iv. pi 221.), Victor (in £pitom.)« Socrates (1. iv. c. 31.), 
and Jerom^ (in Chron. p. iS7, and tom. i. p. 26. ad Heliodor.>* 
There is much variety of circnmftances among them; and Ammianus 
is fo eloquent, that he writes nonfenfe. 

*'^ Sociates (1. iv. c. %\.) is the only original witnrfs x)f this foolish 
ftory, fo repugnant to the laws and manners of the Romans < that It 
fcarcely deferves the formal and. elaborate diflertation of M. Bonamy 
(M6m. de TAcad^mte, tom. xxx. p. 394 — 4os. ). Yet I would pre- 
ferve the natural circumftance of the bath; inllead of following Zo« 
iimus , who reprefents Juitina as in old woman , the widow of 
Magnentius. 

'«^ Ammianus (xxvii. 6.) defcribes the form of this military election, 
and auguil iftveftiture. Valentinian does not appear to have confulted, 
or even informed, the fenate of Rome. 

'*' Ammianus, xxx. 10. Zofimus, l.iv. p. 22a, '223. Tillemont 
has proved ( Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 707 — 709.), that Gratian 
rtifned in Italy, Africa, and lllyricum. I have endeavoured to exprefs 
his authority over his brother's dominions* as h» uied it,Jn an 
ambiguous ftyle. , 

C H A P. XXVI- 

* Such is the had tafte of Ammianus (xxvi. 10.), that it is not eaff 
to diftinguish his facts from his metaphors. Yet he poiitively affirms g 
that he faw the rotten carcafe of a ship, ad fecundum lapidcm g at 
lVIethone> or Modon , in Peloponnefus. 

^ The earthquakes and inundations are variously deferibed by Liba- 
nius (Orat. de ulcifcendi Juliani nece, c. x. in Fabricius, Eibl. Grxc- 
tom. vii. p. 1^8. with a learned note of Olearius), Zoilmus (l.iv. p. 22i.)« 
Sozomen Cl. vi. c. 2.;, Cedrenus (p. 310. 3i4>>> and Jerom (in Chron, 
p. 186. and tom. i. p. 2SO. in Vit. Hilarion.)> Epidaurus mud have been 
overwhelmed, bad not the prudent citizens placed St. Hilarion^ an 
Egyptian monk, on the beach. He made the fign of the crofs. The 
mountain wavo ftopped, bowed » and returned^ 

Vol. IV. © d 
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5 Dicaearchus, the Peripatetic, compofed a formal treatife , to prove 
this obvious truth; which is not the moft honourable to the human 
fpecies (Cicero, de Officiis , ii. SO- 

♦ The original Scythims of Herodotus (1. iv. c. 47 — S7. 99 — lOT.) 
were confined by the Danube and the Palus Maeotis, within a fquare 
of 4000 ftadia (400 Roman miles) See d'Anville, (MIm. de 1' Academic, 
torn. XXXV. p. ^73 — S9iO Diodorus Siculus (torn. i. 1. ii. p. i^^. edit. 
Weflelln^) has marked th«> gradual progrcfs of the name and nation. 

' The Tatars t or Tartars, were a primitive tribe, the rivals, and 
at length the fubjects, of the Moguls. In the victorious armies of 
Zingis Khan, and his fucceflbrs , the Tartars fotmed the vanguard; 
and the name, which firft reached the ears of foreigners , was applied 
to the whole nation ' Freret , in the Hift. de TAcad^mie, tom. xviii. 
p. 60.). In fpeakiug of all, or any, of the northern shepherds of Europe, 
or Afia , I indifferently ufe the appellations of Scythians, or Tartars. 

« Imperium Afia ter qusefivere : ipfi perpetuo ab alieno Imperio aut 
intacti, aut invicti , manfere. Since the time of Juftin (ii. a.» they 
have multiplied this account. Voltaire, in a few words ( tom. x. p. 64. 
Hift. Generale, c. IS6.), has abridged the Tartar conquefts. 
Oft o'er the trembling nations from afar. 
Has Scythia breath'd the living cloud of war. 
7 The fourth book of Herodotus affords a curious, though imperfect, 
portrait of the Scythians. Among the moderns, who defcribe the uni- 
form fcene,the Khan of Khowarefm , Abulghazi Bahadur, exprefTes 
his native feelings; and his Genealogical Hiftory of the Tatars has been 
copiously illuftrated hy the French and English editors. Carpin , Afcelin, 
and Rubruquis (in the Hift. des Voyages, torn. vii. ) , reprefent the 
Moguls of the fourteenth century. To thefe guides I have added Ger- 
bilion , and the other jefnits (Dcfcription de la Chine, par du Halde, 
tom. iv.), who accurately furveyed the Ghinefe Tartary, and that honeft 
and intelligent traveller Bell, of Antcrmony (two volumes in 4to. 
Glafgow, 1763.). 

« The Uzbecks are the moft altered from their primitive manners; 
I. by the profeffion of the Mahometan religion; and, 2. by the poffcffion 
of the cities and harvefts of the great Bucharia. 

' n eft certain que les grands mangenrs de viande font $\i general 
cruels et feroces plus que les autres hommes Cette obfervation eft de 
tous les lieux , et de tous les tems : la barbaric Angloife eft connue, 
etc. Emile de Roufleau, tom. i. p. 274. Whatever we may think of 
the general obfervation, n'g shall not eafily allow the truth of his example. 
The good-natured complaints of Plutarch, and the pathetic lamentations 
of Ovid, feduce our reafon , by exciting our fenfibility., 

^'^ Thefe Tartar emigrations have been difcovered by M. de Guignes 
(Hiftoire des Huns, tom. i. ii.), a skilf«l and laborious interpreter of 
the Chinefe language i who has thus laid open new and important 
fcenes in the hiftory of mankind. 
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*^ A plain in the Chinefc Tartary, only eighty leagues from the 
great wall , was found by the miffionaries to be three thoufand geo* 
metrical paces above the level of the fea. Montefquieu , who has iifed, 
and abiifed , the relations of travellers, deduces the revolutions of Afia 
from this important circumftance, that heat and cold, weaknefs and 
ilrength , touch each other without any temperate zone Efprit des 
Loix,' 1. xvii. c. 3.)- . 

^* Petit de la Croix (Vic de Gengifcan, 1. iii. c. 7> ) reprefents the 
full glory and extent of the. Mogul chace. The Jefuits Gerbillon and 
Vcrbieft followed the emperDi! Kamhi when he hunted in Tartai^ 
(Duhalde, Defcription deiaiCdiine^ torn. iv. p. 8i. 290, etc. folio edit). 
His grandfun, Kienlong, who unites ihe Tartar difcipline with the laws 
and learning of China, defcribes (Eloge de Moukden , p. 273 — 28S.)» 
as a poet, the pleafures which he had often enjoyed, as a fportfman. 

^' See the fecond volume of the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars: 
and the lifts of the Khans, at the end of the life of Gengis, or Zingis- 
Under the reign of Timur, or ^amerlane , one of his fubjects, a 
defcendant of Zingis, ftll bore the regal appellation of Khan; and the 
conqueror of Afia contented hinifelf with the title of Emir, or Sultan. 
Abiilghazi, part v. c. 4* D*Herbelot, Biblioth6que Orientale, p. 878. 

^* See the Diets of the ancient Huns (de Guignes, tom. ii. p. 26.), 
and- a curious defcription of thofe of Zingis (Vie de Gengifcan, 1. i. c. 6, 
1. iv. G. IT.). Such aflemblies are frequently mentioned in the Perfian 
hiftory of Timur; though they ferved only to countenance the refolu- 
tions of their mafter. 

'5 Montefquieu labours to explain a difference, which has not exifted, 
between the liberty of the Arabs, and the perpetual slavery of the Tartars 
(Efprit des Loix, 1. xvii. c. 5. 1. xviii. c. 19, etc.). 

'* Ahulghazi Khan, in the two firft parts of his Genealogical Hiftorf, 
relates the miferable fables and traditions of the Uzbek Tartars concern- 
ing the times which preceded the reign of Zingis. 

'7 In the thirteenth book of the Iliad, Jupiter turns away his eyes 
from the bloody fields of Troy , to the plains of Thrace and Scythia. 
He would not , by changing the profpect , behold a more peaceful or 
innocent fcene. 

*» Thucydides, 1. ii. c. 97. 

'' See the fourth book of Herodotus. V7hen Darius adNranced into 
the Moldavian defert, between the Danube and the Niefjir, the king 
of the Scythians fent him a moufe, a frog, a bird, and five arrows; 
a tremendous allegory! 

*" Thefe wars and heroes may be found, under their refpective titles^ 
in the Biblioth6que Orientale of d'Herbelot. They have been celebrated 
in an epic poem of fixty thoufand rhymed couplets, by Ferdufi, the 
Homer of Perfia. See the Hiftory of Nader Shah, p. 14S. I6s. The 
public muft lament > that Mr. Jones has fufpended the purfuit of 
Oriental learning. 
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*' The Cafpian Tea, with its rivers, and adjacent tribes, arc laboriously 
illuftrated in the Examen Critique des Hiftoriens d'Alexandre , which 
compares the true geography, and the errors produced by the vanity 
or ignorance of the Greeks. 

*^ The original {eat of the nation appears to have been in the North- 
weft of China, in the provinces of Chtnfl and Chanfi. Under the two 
firft dynafties, the principal town was ftill a moveable camp; the 
villages were thinly fcattered ; more land was employed in pafture than 
in tillage; the exercife of hunting was ordained to clear the country 
from wild beafts; Petcheli r where Pekm^ftands) was a df-fert; and the 
fouthern provinces were peopled with Indian 'iavages. The dy natty of 
the Han 'before Chrift 206 ) gave the empire its actual form and extent. 
*' The acta of the Chinefe monarchy has been variously fixed, from 
a9S2 to 2132 years before Chrift; and the year 2637 has been chofen 
for the lawful epoch, by the authority of the prefent emperor. The 
difference arifes from the uncertain duration sf the two firft dynafties ; 
and the vacant fpace that lies beyond them, as far as the real, or 
fabulous, times of Fohi, or Hoangti. Sematfien dates his authentic 
chronology from the year K41 : the thirty -fix eclipfes of Confucius 
(thirty- one of which have been verified) were obferved between the 
years 722 and 480 before Chrift. The hiftorical period of China does not 
afcend above the Greek Olympiads. 

*♦ After feveral ages of anarchy and defpotifm , the dynafty of the 
Han ^before Chrift 20^.) was the aera of the revival of learning. The 
fragments of ancient literature were reftored; the characters were im- 
proved and fixed; and the future prefervation of books was fecured , 
by the ufeful inventions of ink, paper, and the art of printing. Ninety- 
feven years before Chrift, Sematfien published the firft hiftory of China. 
His labours were illuftrated, and continued, by a feries of one hundred 
and eighty hiftorians. The fubftance of their works is ftill extant ; and 
the moft confiderable of them are now depofited in the king of France's 
library. 

^' China has been illuftrated by the labours of the French; of the 
snifiionkries at Pekin , and MeiTrs. Freret, and the Guignes, at Paris. 
The fubftance of the three preceding notes is extracted from The Chotf 
king, with the preface and notes of M. de Guignes, Paris, 1770: The 
Tong-Kien\^ang- Mou^ translated by the P. de Mailla, under the 
name of Hift. Generale de la Chine, tom. i. p. xlix — cc ; the M^moires 
fur la Chine, Paris, i776, etc. tom. i. p. i — 323. tom. ii. p. s — 3^4.; 
the Hiftoire des Huns, toni. i. p. I — 131. tom. v. p. 345— -3^2. ; and the 
M^moires de PAcad^mie des Tnfcriptions, tom x. p. 377 — 402 tom. xv. 
p. 495—564 tom. xviii. p. 178 — 295. tom. xxxvi. p. 164 — 238. 

^' See the Hiftoire Generale d>s Voyages, tom. xviii. and the Genea* 
logical Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 620 — 664. 

^^ M. de Guignes ( torn. ii. p. i — 124.) has given the original hiftory 
of the ancient Hiong-nou » or Huns. The Chinefe geography of their 
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country (torn. i. part ii. p. 1?. -^ Ixiii. ) , feems to comprife a part of 
their conquefts. 

*• See in Duhalde ftom. iv. p. i8 — 65f.) a circumftantial defcription , 
with a correct map , of the country of the Mongous. 

*' The I^ours, or Vigours, were divided into three branches; 
hunters, shepherds, and husbandmen; and the laft clafs was defpifed 
by the two former. See Abul^hazi , pan ii. c. 7. 

^** M^moires de TAcad^mie des Infcriptions , torn. xxv. p. 17 — 33. 
The comprehenfive view of M. de Guignes has compared thefe diftant 
events. 

5' The fame of Sovou, or So-ou, his merit, and his fingular ad« 
ventures, are ftill celebrated in China. See the Eloge de Moukden» 
p. 20, and notes, p. 241 — 247. ; and AUmoires fiir la Chine, torn. iii. 
p. 317 — 360. 

'^ See Isbrand Ives, in Harrises collection, vol. ii. p. 931; Beir$ 
Travels, vol. i. p. 247 — 2^4-; and Gmelin, in the Hift. Geuerale des 
Voyages, torn, xviii. p. 283 — 329. They all remark the vulgar Opinion, 
that the holy fea grows angry and tempeftuous , if aiiy one prefumes 
to call it a lake. This grammatical nicety often excites a difpute, 
between the abfurd fuperllition of the mariners , and the abfurd 
obftinacy of travellers. / 

^' The conftruction of the wall of China is mentioned by Duhalde 
(torn. ii. p. 4S-) and de Guignes (torn. ii. p. ^9.). 

^^ See the life of Lieoupang , or Kaotit in the Hift. de la Chine, 
published at Paris I777« etc. tom. i. p. 442 — 522. This voluminous 
vtrork is the translation (by the P. de Mailla; of the Tong- KUn-Kang" 
Mou , the celebrated abridgment of the great Hiftory of Semakouang 
(A. D. ioS4>) and his continuators. 

^' See a free and ample memorial, prefented by a Mandarin to the 
emperor Venti ibefore Chrift 180 — IS7), in Duhalde (tom. ii. p. 41a — 
426.); frpm a collection of St^e papers, marked with the red pencil 
by Kamhi himfelf (p. 384 — 612.;. Another memorial from the minifter 
of war (Kang-Mou, tom. ii. p. 5S5«) fupplies fome curious circumftances 
of the manners of the Huns. 

3' A fupply of women is mentioned as a cuftomary article of treaty 
and tribute (Hift. de la Conqu^te de la Chine, par les Tai^ares Man- 
tcheoux, tom. i. p. 186, i87' with the note of the editor). 
5 7 De Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. p. 62. 
3* See the reign of the emperor Vouti, in the Kang-Mou, tom. iii. 
p. I — r98. His various and inconiiftent character Teems to be impartially 
drawn. - 

'* This expreflion is ufed in the memorial to the emperor Venti 
(Duhalde, tom. ii p. 417.). Without adopting the exaggerations of 
Marco -Polo and Ifaac VofHus, we may rationally allow for Pekin, 
two millions of inhabitants. The cities of the South , which contain the 
manufactures of China, are ftill more populous. 
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^^ See theKang^Mou, torn. iii. p. I50. , and the fubfeqaent events 
under the proper years. This memorable feftival is celebrated in the 
Eloge de Moukden , and explained in a note by the P. Gaubil, p.89,90. 
*' This infcription was compofed on th6 fpot by Pankon, Prefident 
of the Tribunal of Hiilory (Kang-Mou, torn. iii. p. 392. . Similar 
monuments have been difcovered in many parts of Tartary (Hiiloire 
des Huns, torn. ii. p, 122. )• 

** M. de Guignes (torn. i. p. 189.) has inferted a short account of 
the Sienpi. 

*^ The sera of the Huns is placed , by the Chinefe, 1210 years before 
Chrift. But the feries of their kings does not commence till the year 
230. (Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. p. 21. 123,) 

*^ The various accidents of the downfal and flight of the Huns, are 
related in the Kang-Mou, tom. iii. p. 88. 91. 9S. I39, etc. The fmall 
numbers of each hord n^ay be af<:ribed to their lofTes and divifions. 

^^ M. de Guignes has skilfully traced the footfteps of the Huns through 
the vaft deferts of Tartary (tom. ii. p. 123. 277, etc. 325, etc.). 

^^ Mohammed, Sultan of Carizme, reigned in Sogdiana when it 
was invaded (A. D. 121S.) by Zingis and his moguls. The Oriental 
■ hiflorians (fee d'Herbelot, Petit de la Croix, etc.) celebrate' the 
populous cities which he ruined, and the fruitful country which he 
defolated. In the next century, the fume provinces of Chorafibia and 
Mawaralnahr were defcribed by Abulfeda (Hudfun, Geograph. Minor, 
tom. iii. ). Their actual mifery may be feen in the Genealogical Hiftory 
«)f the Tartars, p. 423 — 469. 

^^ Juftin (xli. 6.) has left a short abridgment of the Greek kings 
of Bactriana. To their induftry I should afcribe the new and extra* 
ordinary trade, which tranfported the merchandizes of India into Europe, 
by the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Cyrus, the Phafis, and the Euxine. 
The other ways, both of the land and fea, were pofTefled by the Scleu- 
cides and the Ptolemies. (See TEfprit des Loix, 1. xxi.) 
♦" Procopius de Bell. Perfico, 1. i. c. 3. p 9. 

^' In the thirteenth century, the monk Rubvuquis (who traverfed 
the immenfe plain of Kipzak, in his journey to the court of the Great 
lihan ) obferved the remarkable name of Hungary, with the traces of 
a common* language and origin (Hift. des Voyages, tom. vii. p. 269.). 
'** Bell (vol. i. p 29 — ^34.), and the editors of the Genealogical 
Hiftory p. S39. ), have defcribed the Calmucks of the Volga in the 
beginning of the prefent century. 

5' This great tranfmigration of 300,000 Calmucks, or Torgouts, 
happened in the year 1771. The original narrative of Kien-long, the 
reigning emperor of China, which was intended for the infcription of 
a column , has been translated by the miflionarics of Pekin ( M^moire 
fur la Chine, tom. i. p. 401 — 418.). The emperor affects the fmoolh 
apd fpccious language of the Son of Heaven , and the Father of his 
People. 
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** The Kang-Mou (torn. iii. p. 447.) afcribes to their conquefts 
a fpacc of 14,000 /ij. According to the prefent ftandard, 200 lis (or 
more aciurately 193) are ef^ual to one degree of latitude; and one 
Engliih mile confequently exceeds three miles of China. But there are 
firong reafons to believe that the ancient II fcarcely equalled one. half 
of the modern. See the elaborate refearches of M. d'Anville, a geo- 
grapher, who is not a ftranger in any age, or climate, of the globe 
(M^moires de TAcad. torn. ii. p. 125 — 502. Mefures Itineraires» 
p, IS4 167.). 

^' See the Hiftoire des Huns, torn. ii. p. 12^ — 144. The fubfequent 
hiftory (p. 14s — 277) of three or four Hunnic dynafties evidently 
proves , that their martial fpirit was not impaired by a long relidence 
in China. 

^^ Utque hominibus quietis et placidis otium eft voluptabile, ita 
3II0S pericula juvant et belia. Judicatur ibi beatns qui in proelio pro« 
fuderit animani: fenefceutes etiam etfortuitis mortibus niundo digrefTos, 
lit degeneres et ignavos conviciis atrocibus infectantur. We mull think 
highly of the conquerors oi fufh men. 

55 On the fuhject of the Alani , fee Ammianus (xxxi. 2.), Jornandes 
(de Rebus Geticis , c. 24.), M. de Guijines (Hift. des Huns, tom, ii. 
p. 279.), and the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars Ttom. ii. p f>l7.)f 

5* As we are pofle fled of the authentic hiftory of the Huns, it would 
be impertinent to repeat, or to refute, the fables, which mifreprefent 
their origin and progrefs, their paflage of the mud or water of the 
JMseotis, in purfuit of an ox or ftag , les Indes qu'ils avoient decou- 
vertes, etc. (Zolimus, 1. iv. p. 224. Sozomen . 1. yi. c. 37. Procopins 
Hift. Mifcell. c. s. Jornandes, c. 24. Grandeur et Decadence, etc. 
des Romains, c. I7)> 

57 Prodigiofsc formae, et pandi ; lit bipedes exiftimes beftias; vel 
quales in conimarginandis pontibus , cftigiati ftipites dolantur incompti. 
Ammian. xxxi. I. Jornandes ( c. 24.) draws a ftrong caricature of a 
Calmuck face. Species pavendi nigredine .... quaedam deformis offa, 
non facies i habenfque magis puncta quam lumina See Buftbn, Hift. 
Naturelle, torn. iii. p. 380. 

5 8 rpj^jg execrable origin, which Jornandes (c. 24.) defciibes with 
the rancour of a Goth , might be originally derived from a more 
pleafing fable of the Greeks ( Herodot. 1. iv. c. 9 , etc. ). 

5' The Roxolani may be the fathers of the Pwj, the Rujjians 
(d'Anville, Empire de Ruffle, p. I — 10.), whofe refid^iuce (A D. 
862.) about Novogrod Veliki cannot be very remote from tha.t which 
the Geographer of Ravenna (i. I2. iv. 4. 4<». v. 28. 3c.) affigns to the 
Roxolani (A. D. 886.). 

*** The text of Ammianus feems to be imperfect, or corrupt; but 
the nature of the ground explains, and almoft defines, the Gothic 
rainpatt. M^moires de TAcad^mie, etc. torn, xxviii. p. 444 — 462 

-*^ M. de Buat (Hift. des Peuples de TEurope, torn- vi. p. 407.) has 
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conceived a ftrange idea, that Alavivtis was the iame perfon as Ulphilas 
tlie Gothic bishop: and that Ulphilas, the grandfon of a Cappadociaa 
captive, became a temporal priirce of the Goths. ^ 

^* Ammianus (xxxi. 3.) and Jornandes (de Rebas Geticis, c. 24.) 
defcribe the fubverfion of the Gothic empire by the Huns 

*' The Chronology of Ammianus is obfcure and imperfect. Tiller 
mont has laboured to clear and fettle the annals of Valens. 

**■ Zofimiis. 1. iv. p. 223. Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 38. The Ifaitrians* 
each winter^infeQed the roads of Afia Minor, as far as the neighbourhuoi} 
of Conftdntinople. Bafil, Epift. ccl. apud Tillemont, Hift. des Em- 
pereurs, tT»m. v. p. 106. 

^> The pafTage of the Danube is expofed by Ammianus (xxxi. 3, 4- )t 
Zofimus (1. iv. p. 223, 224.), Eunapius in Excerpt. Legat. p. 19, 20.), 
and Jornandes (c. ft^, 26. . Ammianys declares (c. 5.), that he means 
only, ipfas rerum digerere fummitates. But he often takes a falfe 
meafure of their Importance; and his fuperfluous prolixity is difagreeably 
balanced by his unfeafouabie brevity. 

^^ Chishull, a curious traveller, has remarked the breadth of the 
Danube, which he puiTed to the fouth of Butharell, mar the conflux 
of the Argish (p 77.)* He admires the beauty and fpontaneous plenty 
ofMaefia, or Bulgaria. 

*^ (Juem fi fcire velit, Libyci velit sequoris idem 
Scir? quam mulcae Zephyro truduntur hareuae. 
Ammianus has inferted , in his profe, thefe lines of Virgil (Georgic. 
1. ii.), originally deiigned by the poet to exprefs the impoffibility of 
numbering the di£%rent forts of vines. See Plin, Hift. Natur. 1. xiv. 

** Eunapius and Zofimus curiously fpecify ihefe articles of Gothic 
wealth and luxury. Yet it muft be prefumed, that they were the 
manufactures of the provinces ; which the Barbarians had acquired as 
the fpoils of war; or as the gifts, or mercbandife, of peace. 

*• Dcecm libras ; the word filver muft be underftood. Jornandes 
betrays the paflions and prejudices of a Goth. The fervile Greeks, 
Eunapius and Zoiimus, difguife the Roman oppreffion, and execrate 
the perHdy of the Barbarians. Ammianus > a patriot hillorian, slightly, 
and reluctantly, touches on the odious fubject. Jerom, who wrote 
almoft^ on the fpot, is fair, though concife. Per avaritinm Maipmi 
ducis, ad rebellionem fame coacti funt (in Chron. ). 

7® Ammianus , xxxi 4 , Sf 

'' Vexillis de more fublatis, auditifque trifle fofiantihus elajfficis, Am- 
raian. xxxi. s. Thefe are the rauca ccrnua of Claudian (in Rufin. ii. S7.>, 
the large horns of the £/ri, or wild bull; fuch as have been more 
recently ufed by the Swifs Cantons of Urj and Underwald (Simler de 
Kepubliol Helvet 1. ii. p. 201. edit Fufelin. Tigur. 1734.). Their 
military horn is finely, though perhaps cafually, introduced in an original 
narrative of the battle of Nancy (A. D. 1477.)- ''Attendant le combat 
le ditcor fut corn^ par trois fois, tant ([ue 1^ vent du foufieur pouvoit 
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„ durer : ce qui esbahit fort Monfieur de Bour^oignc; car dcja i Morat 
tavoft ouy,*"" (See the Pieces juftificatives in the 4to edition of Philippe 
de Coipine^, torn. iii. p. 493* 

7» Jornandes de Rebus Geticis, c 16. p. «48. edit. Grot. Thefc 
fplend'dr panni (they are comparitively fuch) are undoubtedly tranfcribed 
from the larger hiftories ut Prifcus j Ablavius , or Cailiodorus. 

7' Cum populis fuis longe ante fufcepti. We are ignorant of the 
precife date and circumftances of their tranfmigration. 

^* An Imperial manufacture of shields , etc. was eftablished at 
Hadrianople ; and the populace were headed by the fahriunfts^ or 
workmen ^ Valef. ad Animian. xxxi. 6. ;. 

7 5 Paqem fibi effe cum parietibus memorans. Ammian. xxxi. 7. 

7« Thcfe mines were in the country of the Beffi, in the ridge of 
mountains, the Rhodope, that runs between Philippi and Philippo« 
polis; two Macedonian cities, which derived their name and origin 
from the father of Alexander. From the mines of Thrace be annually 
received the value, not the weight, of a thoufand talents (200,000 1.); 
a revenue which paid the phalanx, and corrupted the orators of Greece. 
See Diodor. Siculus, torn. ii. 1. xvi, p. 88. edit. Weflcling. Godefroy's 
Commentary on the Theodofian Code, tom. iii. p. 496. Cellarius , 
Geograph. Antiq. tom. i. p. 676. 857- D'Anvillc , Geographic An- 
cienne, tom, i. p. 336.. 

77 As thoft unhappy workmen often ran away , Valens had enacted 
fevere laws to drag them from their hiding-places. Cod. TheodoGan^ 
1. X. tit. xix leg. s. 7# 

7* See Ammianusj xxxi. 5, C. The hiftorian (if the Gothic war lofes 
time and fpace, by an unfeafonabie recapitulation of the ancient inroads 
of the Barbarians. 

7» The Itinerary of Antoninus (p. 226, 227. edit. WefTeling) marks the 
iltuation of this place about fixty miles north of Tomi , Ovid's exile : 
and the name of Saiices (the willows) exprefles the nature of the foil. 

•** This circle of waggons, the Carrago , was the ufual fortification 
of the Barbarians (Vegetius de Re Militari , 1. iii. c. 10. Valeiius ad 
Ammian. xxxi. 7.). The practice and the name were preferved by 
their defcendants, as late as the fifteenth century. The Charroy , which 
furrounded the Ofi, is a word familiar to the readers of FroifTard or 
Comines 

. *' Statim ut accenfi malleoli. I have ufed the literal (enfe of real 
torches or beacons: but I almoft fufpect, that it is only one of thofp 
turgid metaphors, thofe falfe ornaments, that perpetually disfigure the 
ilyle of Ammianus. 

»* Indj ant nunc ufque albentes offibus campi, Ammian xxxi. 7. 
The hiflorian might have viewed thefe plains , either as a foldier, or as ' 
a traveller. But his modefty has fupprefled the adventures of his own 
Ufe fubfequ^nt to the F^riian wars of Conftantius and Julian. We are 
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ignorant of the time when he quitted the fervice, and retired to Rotnej 
where he appears to have compofed his Hiilory of bis Own Times. 

•' Ammian. xxxi. 8. 

** Hanc Taifalorum gentem turpem, et ebfcenae vitae flagitiis ita 
accipimus merfam; ut apud cos nefandi concubitfis fcedere copulentur 
mares puberes, aetatis viriditatem in eorum pollutis ufibus confumpturi. 
Porro, fi qui jam adultus aprum exceperit folus, vel interemit urfum 
immanem, colluvione liberatur inceili. ilfnimian. xxxi. 9. Among the 
Gretks likewife, more efpecially among the Cretans, the holy bands 
of friendship were confir^ned, and fullied, by unnatural love. 

** Ammian. xx3{i. 8, 9. Jerom (torn. i. p. 26.) enumerates the 
nations, and marks a calamitous period of twenty years. This epiftle 
to Heliodorus was compofed in the year j97 (Tillcmont, M^m. Eccl^C 
tom. xii. p. 64^.;. 

** The field of battle, Argentaria , or Argcntovaria , is accurately 
fixed by M. d'Anville (Notice de I'Ancicnne Gaul, p 96 — 99- > at 
twenty-three Gallic leagues, or thirty -four and a half Roman miles« 
ito the fouth of Str^sburgh. From its ruins the adjacent town oi Colmar 
has arifen. 

*7 The full and impartial narrative of Ammianus (xxxi. 10.) may 
derive fome additional light from the Epitome of Victor, the C^i^ronicle 
of Jerom , and the Hiilory of Oroiius (1. vii. c. 33* p* 4^52. edit. 
Havercamp. ). ♦ 

'^ Moratus pauciilimos dies, feditione popularium levium pulfus. 
Ammian. xxxi. 1 1. Socrates (1. iv. c. 38* ) fupplies the dates and feme 
circumftances. 

^' Vivofque omnes circa Mutinam, Regiumque, et Parmam, Italica 
oppida, rura culturos exterminavit. Ammianus, xxxi. 9. Thofe cities 
and diftricts, about ten years after the colony of the Taifale, appear 
in a very defolate Hate. See Muratori, Dilfertazioni fopra le Autichiti 
Italiane , tom. i. Diflertat. xxi. p. 3S4- 

'* Ammian. xxxi. ii. Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 228 — 230. The latter 
expatiates on the defultory exploits ofSebaftian, and difpatches, in a 
few lines, the important battle of Hadrianople. According to the eccle- 
{iailical critics, who hate Sebaftian, the praife of Zofimus is difgrace 
(Tillernont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 121.). His prejudice and 
ignorance undoubtedly render him a very queftionable judge of merit. 

*' Ammianus (xxxi. 12, 13- ) almoft alone'defcribes the councils 
and actions which were terminated by the fatal battle of Hadrianople. 
We might cenfure the vices of his ftyle, the diforder and perplexity of 
his narrative : but we muft now take leave of this impartial hiftorian ; 
and reproach is filenced by our regret for fuch an irreparable lofs. 

'* The difference of the eight miles of Ammianus, and the twelve 
of Idatius, can only embarrafs thofe critics (Valefius ad loc), who 
fuppofe a great army tQ be a matheniaticcU point, without ipace pr 
dimenfions. 
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9 3 i^ec iilla, annalibus, praeter Cannenfem pugnam ita ad inter- 
necionetn res legitur gefta. Ammian. xxxi. I3- According to the grave 
Polybius, no more than 370horfe, and 3000 foot, efcaped from the 
field of Cannae : I0,cxx> were made prifoners ; and the number of the 
slain amounted to 5630 horfe, and 70,cxx5 foot (Polyb. 1. iii. p. 371. 
edit. Cafaubon, in 8vo). Livy (xxii. 4.9.) is fomewhat lefs bloody: he 
slaughters only 2700 horfe, and 4"jOOO foot. The Roman array was 
fuppofcd to confift of 8';,2CO effective men (xxii. 36.;. 

•♦ We have gained fome faint light from Jerom (torn. i. p. 26. and 
in Chron. p. 188.) , Victor < in Epitome), Orofius ( I. vii. c. 33- p. ^^4-), 
Jornandes (c. 27.), Zofimus (iv. p. 230.), Socrates (1. iv. c. 38.), 
Sozomen : 1. vi. c. 40.), Idatius (in Chron.). But their united evidence, 
if weighed againft Ammianus alone, is light and unfubftantial. 

'^ Libanius de ulcifcmd. Julian. Ncce, c 3* in Fabricius, Bibliot. 
Grxc. tom. vii. p. 146 — 148. 

'* Valens had gained, or rather purchafed, the friendship of the 
Saracens, whofe vexatious inroads were felt on the borders of Phoenicia, 
Faledine, and Egypt. The Chriilian faith had been lately introduced 
among a people, rcferved, in a future age, to propagate another religion 
(Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 104. 106. 141. M^m. 
Ecclef. tom. vii. p. S93- - 

'^ Crinitus quidam , nudns omnia praeter pubem , fubraucum et 
luguhre ftrepens. Ammian. xxxi. 16. and Valef. ad loc. The Arabs 
often fought naked; a cuftomv which may be afcribed to their fultry 
climate, and oftcntarious bravery. The defcription of this unknown 
favage is the lively portrait of Oerar, a name fo dreadful to the Chriftians 
of Syria. See Ockley's Hift. of the Saracens, vol. i. p. 72. 84. 87. 

•* The feries of events may ftill be traced in the laft pages of Am- * 
mianus (xxxi. 15, 16.). Zoiimus (1. iv. p. 227. 231.), whom we are 
now reduced to cherish , mifplaces the Tally of the Arabs before the 
death of Valens. Eunapius fin Excerpt. Legation, p. 20,) praifes the 
fertility of Thrace , Macedonia, etc. 

'** Gbferve with liow much indifference Caefar relates, in the Com- 
mentaries of the Gallic war; that he put to death the whole fcnate, of 
the Veneti, who had yielded to his mercy (iii. 16.); that he laboured 
to extirpate the whole nation of the Eburones (vi. 31.); that forty 
thoufanrt petfons were maflacred at Bourges by the juil revenge of his 
foldiers, who fpared neither age nor fex*(vii. 27.), etc. 

''"' Such are the accounts of the Sack of Magdeburgh, by the eccle- 
fiaftic and the fisherman which Mr. Harte h?»s tranfcribed (Hift. of 
Guftavus Adolphus, vol. i. p. 3I3 — 320.), with fome apprehenfioa 
of violating th& dignity of hiftory. 

'*' Et vaftatis urbibus , hominibufque interfectis , folitudinem et 
raritatcm beftiarum quoque fieri, et voUtilium^ pifciumquc : teftis Illyricum 
eft, teftis Thracia, teftis in quo ortus fum folum (Pannonia); ubi 
praeter coelum et terram, et crefcentes vepres, et condeufa fylvaruni 



Digitized 



by Google 



4^8 NOTES TO THE 

euncta pericrunt. Tom. vii. p. a^o. ad i. Cap. Sophonias; and torn, 
i. p. 26. 

»•* Eunapius (in Excerpt. Lcgat. p. 20.) foolishly fuppofes a praetcr- 
natural growth of the young Goths; that he may introduce Cadmus*s 
armed men , who fprung from the dragon*s teeth , etc. Such was the 
Greek eloquence of the times. 

'*^' Ammianus evidently approves this execution , efficacia velox 
etfalutaris, which concludes his work (xxxi. I6. ). Zolimus, who is 
curious and copious 1. iv. p. 233 — 236.), miftakes the date, and 
labours to find the reafon , why Julius did not confult the emperor 
Theodofius; who had not >et atcended the throne of the Eaft. 

'•'* A life of Theodofius the Great was compofed in the laft century 
(Paris 1679* in 4to; I680, in i2mo), to inflame the mind of the 
young Dauphin with Catholic zeal. The author, Flechier, afterwards 
bishop of Nifmes, was a celebrated preacher; and his hiftory is adorned,^ 
or tainted , with pulpit- eloquence ; but he takes his learning from 
Barouius , and his principles from St. Ambrofe and St. Auguftin. 

***' The birth, character, and elevation of Theodofius, are marked 
in Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 10, 11, 12.), Themiftius ( Orat. 
xiv. p. 182.), Zofimus (1. iv. p. 231.), Auguftin ( de Civitat. Dei, 
V. 2^.), Orofius (1. vii. c. 34. K Sozomen (1. vii. ct 2.}, Socrates 
(1. v. c. 2.), Theodoret (1. v. c. s.), Philoftorgius (1. ix. c. if. with 
Godefroy, p. 393.) f the Epitome of Victor, and the Chronicles of 
Trofper, Idatms, and Matcellinus , in the Thefaurus Teniporum of 
Scaliger. > 

X06 Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 716, etc, 
^^"^ Italica^ founded by Scipio Africanus for his wounded veterans of 
Italy. The ruins ilill appear , about a league above Seville , but on 
the oppofite bank of the river. See the Hifpania lUuilrata of Nonius, 
a short, though valuable, treatife. C. xvii. p. 64. — 67. 

Jo» I agree with Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 7*6.) 
in fufpecting the royal pedigree , which remained a fecret till the pro- 
motion of Theodofius. Even after that event , the filence of Pacatus 
outweighs the venal evidence of Jhemiftius , Victor, and Claudian, 
who connect the family of Theodofius with the blood of Trajan and 
Hadrian. 

^**' Pacatus compares, and confequently prefers, the youth of Theo- 
dofius, to the military education of Alexander, Hannibal, and the 
fecond Africanus ; who, like him, had ferved under their fathers 
(xii. 8). % 

'^* Ammianus (xxtx. 6.) mentions this victory of Theodofius Junior 
Dux Maefiae, prima etiam tum lanugine juvenis, princeps poftea per- 
fpectiffimus. The (ame fact is attefted by Themiftius and Zofimus: 
but Theodoret (1. v. c. s.), who adds fome curious circnmftances» 
ftrangely applies it to the time of the Interregnum. 

i»x Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 9.) prefers the ruftic life of 
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TheodoGus to that of Cincinnatus: the one was the effect of choice , 
the other of poverty. 

*" M. d'Anville ( Geographic Ancicnne, torn. i. p. 45.) has fixed 
the fituation of Caucha, or Coca, in the old province of Gallicia, 
where Zofimus and Idatius have placed the birth, or patrimony, of 
Theodofius. 

^'^ Let usv hear Ammianiis himfelf. Haec, ut miles quondam et 
Grxcus, a principatu Caefaris Nervx exorfus, adufque Valentis interi- 
tum, pro virium explicavi menfur^ : nunquam, ut arbitror, fciens, 
filentio aiifus corrwrapere vel mendacio. Scribant reliqua potiores 
aetate, doctr/nifque florentes. Quos id, fi libuerit, aggrefTuros, pro» 
cudere lingras ad majores moneo ftilos. Ammian. xxxi. 16. The 
iirft thirteen books, a fuperficial fpitome of two hundred and fifty- 
feven years, are now toft: the laft eighteen, which contain no more 
than twenty -five years, ftill preferve the copious and authentic hiftory 
of his own timesi 

"^ Ammianus was the laft fubject of Rome who compofed a profane 
hiftory in the Latin language. The Eaft, in the next century, produced 
fome rhetorical hiftorians, Zofimus, Olympiodorus, Malchus, Candidus, 
etc. Se« Voftius de Hiftoricis Grsecis , 1. ii. c. 18. de Hiftoricis Latinis, 
1. ii. c. 10, etc. 

*'' Chryfoftom , tom. i. p. 344. edit. Montfaucon. I have verified, 
and examined, this pafTage: but I should never, without the aid of 
Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. 1^2.), have detected an hifto- 
rical anecdote, in a ftrange medUy of moral and myftic exhortations, 
addrefted , by the preacher of Antioch , to a young widow. 
^'* Eunapius, in Excerpt. Legation, p. 21. 

^*^ See Godefroy's Chronology of the Laws. Codex TheodoC tom. i. 
Prolegomcn. p. xcix — civ. 

*'• Moft writers infift on the illnefs, and long repore> of Theodofius, 
at TheiTalonica : Zofimus, to diminish his glory; Jornandes , to favour 
the Goths; ancf the ecclefiaftical writers, to introduce his baptifm. 

'*• Compare Themiftius ^Orat.xiv. p. i8T.)with Zofimus (iv. p. 232.), 
Jornandes (c. xxvii. p. <49> > « and the prolix Commentary of M. de 
Buat (Hift. des Peuples , etc. tom. vi. p. 477 — SS2.). The Chronicles 
of Idatius and Marcellinus allude, in general terms, to, magna certa- 
mina, magna multa(jue xtraeWa. The two epithets are not eafily reconciled. 
"*** Zofimus CI. iv. p. 232.) ftyles him a Scythian, a name which 
the mojre recent Greeks feem to have appropriated to the Goths. 

'*' The reader will not be difpleafed to fee the original words of 
Jornandes, or the author whom he tranfcribed. Regiam urbem ingrefTus 
eft, miranfque , En, inquit, cerno quod fsepe incredulus audiebam, 
famam videlicet tantse urbis. Et hue illuc oculos volvens, nunc fitum 
urbis commeatumque navium, nunc moenia clara profpectans, miratur; 
populofque diverfarum gentium, quafi fonte in uno e diverfis partibus 
fcaturieote undi, fie quoque militem ordinatum afpiciens. Dens, inquii^ 
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eft fine dobio terrenus Imperator , et quifquh adverfas eum manam 
movent, ipfe fui fangainis reus exiftit. Jornaodes (c. xxviii. p. 650. ) 
procee Is to mention bis death and funeral. 

*»* Jornandes, c. xxviii. p. 6so. Fven ZoCmns 'I. iv. p. 246.) is 
compelled to approve the generofity of Theodofius, fo bononrable to 
himfelff and fo beneficial to the public. 

'*5 The short, but authentic, hints in the Fafti of Idatias (Chron. 
Scaliger, p. S2. are ilained with contemporary paffion. The fourteenth 
oration of Themidius is a compliment to Peace, and the conful Satur- 
ninus (A. D. 383.'. 

'** E^vo? TO 2hi»5<xov ^ownr oyvw^-ov. Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 2^2. 

'^< I am juftified, by reafon and example, in applying this Indian 
name to the AWvolvXa of the Barbarians , the fingle trees hollowed iiito 
the shape of a boat, ^^$u ju^vo^vXdJV efiBiSxTcxrrsg, Zofimus, L i?. 

p. 253. 

Aufi Danubium quondam tranare Gruthungi 
In lintres frrgere nemus : ter mille ruebant 
Per fluviom plenx cuneis immanibus aini. 

Claudian , in iv. Conf. Hon. 623. 
'** Zofimus, I. iv. p. 2^2 —25^. He too frequently betrays his 
poverty of judgment, by difgracing the mofl ferious narratives with 
trifling and incredible circnmflances. 

'»7 _ Odothaei Regis opima 

Retulit Ver. 632. 

The opima were the fpoils, which a Roman general could only win 
from the king, or general, of the enemy, whom he had slain with 
his own hands: and no more than three fuch examples are celebrated 
in the victorious ages of Rome. 

*** See Themiftius, Orat. xvi. p. 21T. Claudian (in Eutrop. 1. ii. 
1^2.) mentions the Phrygian colony: 

Oftrogothis colitur miflifque Gruthungis 



Phryx ager 



and then proceeds to name the rivers of Lydia, the Pactolus', 'and 
Hermus. 

'"• Compare Jornandes (c. xx. 27.), who marks the condition and 
number of the-Gothic Faderati, with Zofimus (1. iv. p. 2S8. ), who 
mentions their golden collars; and Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 37.), 
who applauds, with falfe or foolish joy, their bravery and difcipline. 

*'•> Amator pacis generifque Gothorum , is the praife beflowed by 
the Gothic hiflorian ^c. xxix), who reprefents his nation as innocent, 
peaceable men, slow to anger, and patient of injuries. According to 
Livy, the Romans conquered the world in their own defence. 

''* Befides the partial invectives of Zofimus (always difcontented 
with the Chriftian reigns ) , fee the grave reprefentations which Synefins 
addrefiTcs to the emperor Arcadius (de Regno, p. 25 > 26» edit. Petav.). 
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The philorophic bishop of Cyrene was near enough to judge ; and he 
was fuflBcJtntly removed from the temptation of fear, or flattery. 

"* Themiftius (Orat. xvi. p. 2if , 212.) compofes an elaborate and 
rational apology, which is not, however, exempt from the puerilities 
of Greek rhetoric. Orpheus could only charm the wild beafts of Thrace : 
but Theodofius enchanted the men and women, whofe predecefTors in 
the fame country had torn Orpheus in pieces, etc. 

'" Conftantinople was deprived, half a day, of the public allowance 
of bread, to expiate the murder of a Gothic foldicr: x/Vi/vrs^ro yxv^^xov 
was the iruilt of the people. Libanius , Orat. xii. p. 394. edit. Morel. 

''♦ Zolimus , 1. iv. p. 267 — 271. He tells a long and ridiculous ftory 
of the adventurous prince, who roved the country with only fivehorfemen, 
of a fpy whofn they detected, whipped, and killed in an old woman's 
cottage, etc. 

'5 5 Compare Eunapius (in Excerpt Legat. p. 21, 22.) with Zofimus 
fl. iv. p. 279 )• The difference of circumftances and names muft undoubtedly 
be applied to the fame ftory. Fravitta , or Travitta , was afterwards 
conful (A. D. 401.), and ftill continued his faithful fervice to the eldeft 
fon of Theodofius (Tillemont, Hift. des Fmpereurs , torn. v. p. 467 ). 

''* Les Goths ravagerent tout depuis le Danube jufqu'au iBofphore; 
exterminerent Valen? et fon arm^e ; et ne repafTerent le Danube, que 
pour abandonner I'afFreufe folitude qu'ils avoient faite (Oeuvres de 
Montefquieu , tom. iii. p. 479 ; Confiderations fur les Caiifcs de la 
Grandeur et de la Decadence des Remains, c. xvii. ). The prefidcnt 
IVlontefquieu feems ignorant, that the Goths, after the defeat of Valens, 
nevtr abandoned the Roman territory. It is now thirty years, iays 
Claudian ( de Bello Getico, T<:6, etc. A. D. 404.), 
Ex quo jam patrios gens hsec oblita Triones, 

, Atque Iflrum tranfvecta femel, veftigia fixit 

Threicio funefta folo 1— 

The error is inexcufabfe; iince it difguifes the principal and immediate 
caufe of the fall of the Weftern Empire of Rome. 



End of the Notes to the fixth Volume. 
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